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Living in the World, Without Becoming Like the World
“Do not love the world or the things in
the world. If anyone loves the world, the
love of the Father is not in him. For all
that is in the world – the desires of the
flesh and the desires of the eyes and the
pride of life – is not from the Father, but is
from the world. And the world is passing
away along with its desires, but whoever
does the will of God abides forever.”
1 John 2:15-15

these gifts, has desecrated God’s gifts by changing
their usage, and has defiled God’s gifts by turning them
into idols that people make more important than God.
Consider human sexuality. God created human
sexuality as a gift to be shared between one man and
one woman. Sex was given by God to strengthen the
earthly bonds within the lifelong union of marriage. Yet
the world has twisted the intention of this gift by separating the pleasure of sex from the covenant of marriage. Sexuality as it is practiced in the world today has
been turned into something perverse and immoral, and
not at all as God originally intended. The invention of
the birth control pill along with the societal acceptance
of abortion further separated sexual expression from
marital fidelity. Sinners could now pursue sexual pleasure (adultery) without the former fear of pregnancy.

Not long before leaving this world, Jesus prayed
to His heavenly Father for the faith of His twelve disciples and for all of us as His future followers saying, “I
have given them Your Word, and the world has hated
them because they are not of the world, just as I am not
of the world. I do not ask you to take them out of the
The first century world into which Christianity
world, but that you keep them from the evil one.” John was born and thrived was very much like the world as
17:14, 15
we find it in the 21st century. Sexual immorality was as
pervasive among the unbelieving world in the days afWhen Jesus spoke of the world’s hatred for all ter Pentecost as it is in our culture today. Pagan culwho believe in Him, Jesus is not referring to the natural ture back then was as sexually explicit and as socially
world, as in nature. Nor is our Lord referring to this accepted as it has become in our day. Temple prostituearthly body and life. For all of these are gifts from God tion was even part of many pagan religions. Christians
to be gratefully enjoyed. However, when the Bible back then lived very differently from the world around
speaks of the world with negative connotations, it’s re- them with regard to human sexuality. Christians really
ferring to humanity’s sinful opposition to God. The stood out in first century pagan culture because of their
world refers to those who live in unbelief, and the con- sexual modesty and abstinence outside of marriage.
sequent rebellion of those who do not believe in Jesus Christians stood out and apart from the world they lived
or confess Jesus as their Lord. Because of the world’s in by living sexually pure and descent lives.
love of evil, it collectively hates Christ and all who belong to Him through Baptism.
While there were surely individual sexually immoral lapses in this regard among Christians, (that
St. Paul warns that anyone who determines to could be forgiven), Christians made every attempt by
live a righteous life in Christ will suffer the world’s anger the power of the Holy Spirit, to live sexual moral lives.
and animosity. For the world is always inventing new The Christians showed the world a better way to live;
ways of doing evil as its sinful passions and unholy de- even though they suffered antagonism from the world
sires wage war against God’s holy purposes and for living such righteous lives in Christ. Christians in the
Christ’s holy people, the church. And so, when the Bi- first century had a wholesome influence upon the world
ble reviles the world, God’s Word is not condemning through their Christ-centered faith, life, practice, and
those things within the world of nature that God created example. Christians cannot hide from the world and
as wholesome and good that are to be appreciated by expect to influence it. The monastic system already
Christians as gifts from God. Instead “the world” repre- attempted this and failed to have any Christian influsents those parts of life where sinful humankind has ence upon the culture in medieval times.
distorted God’s gifts, denied that God is the giver of

And so the real question becomes, “Who is influencing whom? Is the church still having a godly influence upon our ungodly world? Or is the immorality of
our world having an unwholesome influence upon the
attitudes and actions of Christians? While there are
certainly still those Christians who are having a positive
impact upon the unbelieving world by their Christian
faith and life, and by their witness to the Gospel not only in what they say but also in how they live; I fear that
far too many Christians are being slowly swayed by the
world. Recent opinion polls of Christians surveyed indicate that Christians are beginning to think more and
more like the world on sexual issues. Sadly studies
show that the vast majority of churchgoers don’t behave
any differently than those who don’t attend church.
What do you suppose this conveys to those who aren’t
Christians and don’t attend church?
What accounts for the fact that Christians seem
to be thinking and living more like the world around
them than ever before? Why does Christianity seem
less relevant to the dominant secular culture than in the
past? For nearly two millennia Christians lived in the
world without becoming like the world.
What’s
changed? What’s preventing Christians from being
“salt” and “light” in the world today? Jesus once said, “If
you abide in My Word, you are My disciples indeed.”
This is the biggest part of the problem. Most Christians
are no longer biblically literate. They simply do not
know what the Bible teaches and why! Christians are
growing up to be lax and lazy about taking the time to
learn what the Bible says. And churches are no longer
teaching the Bible like they once did. Many churches
(although they don’t advertise it) no longer even believe
that the Bible is God’s inspired Word.
Without knowing God’s Word and what it says,
Christians are in grave danger of loosing the true faith
passed down to us by the apostles. Another concern is
that many Christians have all the intentions of studying
the Bible, but they never get around to it. Life has become so busy and complicated that Christians can find
very little regular time to set aside to read God’s Word.
However, much of our time is filled up with things that
are not nearly as important as reading the Word. The
Bible says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and all the
other things in life will follow.” However we have all become so caught up in the cares and pleasures of the
world, that remaining in the Word and close to Christ
becomes a low priority whether we’re willing to admit it
or not.

al. And so congregations and Christians tend to remain
silent on the tough issues where the world and the
Word of God come into direct and heated conflict. Like
the world Christians have become selfish instead of
servant-hearted. Like the world, today Christians are
too busy living for ourselves to be living for others.
We’ve become too narcissistic to be philanthropic.
Christians (like the world that is passing away under the
wrath of God) have become too focused upon acquiring
wealth than to be generous givers. And like the world
we have become too lax ethically to remain the moral
compasses for our corrupt culture.
The church is now okay with aberrant sexual
behaviors and gender issues that just a generation ago
Christians would’ve understood were sins to be avoided. Every time the world takes another moral step
downward into the abyss of hell, Christians seem to
want to tag along. This is not new for the world. The
world has always lived as if there were no eternal consequences. But sadly Christians are now following the
world, no longer having true fear and reverence for
God. And even if we do stand our ground, the world
wears us down. For the world never stops pushing its
views upon us. It never stops until it has indoctrinated
us to stand with the world in its opposition to God and
to what God’s Word teaches.
What is causing the church to become less and
less distinguishable from the evil world that we live in?
Churchgoers say they don’t like long sermons. And yet
they are naively quite willing for the world to preach to
them by what they read in books, by what they watch
on TV, and by what they are socially exposed to in everyday life. Other Christians fail to realize that you cannot change the world; for the world will forever remain
hostile to God. You can only rescue people from the
world by presenting the Gospel. And you can only repent to God for allowing the world to change you. We
should not fear the world, nor should we run from it.
Neither should we ignore it. For, we should be constantly aware of the spiritual dangers that this dark
world poses to our faith. The Bible says that the way
you overcome the world is by faith. When we believe,
teach, and confess Christ and His teachings faithfully
others will be able to see clearly that Christianity offers
them a better way. When we live out our faith with
great zeal and live our faith authentically we will regain
credibility when others can see the clear contrast between following Christ versus following the world.

The modern church and the modern churchgoer Leading you to greater faithfulness, Pastor Mark Elliott
have become far too concerned about winning the
world’s acceptance and approval. And in the process
are in danger of loosing God’s acceptance and approv-

VBS 2015 Preview!
Camp Discovery: Jesus at Work through Us
In just a few short weeks, Vacation Bible School (VBS)
will be here! VBS will take place Monday, June 15
through Friday, June 19. You are welcome and invited
to register your children and grandchildren, and also to
invite other children you know to join us for this week
of study, growth in the faith, singing, game-playing, and
craft-making!

for VBS and the song actions videos for many of the
songs. Registration forms can be found in the church
and school offices. Registration can also be completed
easily online at https://vbs.cph.org/tools/
churchInfo.aspx?Church=0219F120.
You Can Help!

VBS each year takes the tireless help of many youth and
adult volunteers. Along with their direct help, we need
everyone in the congregation to be praying for all of the
We will explore this theme through various Bible stories students who come to VBS. Pray that God would allow
that talk about how God works in surprising ways to
them to receive his Word into their hearts that true faith
bring people to trust in him and ultimately to cling to
in Jesus would be created in them. Pray also for the parJesus Christ as Lord and Savior.
ents of these students, that God would create faith in
them through the words of their children, and that God
This Year's Bible Stories
would use them, too, to help the faith of their children to
grow. And pray for all of the leaders and volunteers of
David and Goliath—God gives great faith to David, a
VBS, that God would give them a desire to share the
youth, who trusts that God will give him victory, even
over Goliath, the seasoned veteran of war, who stands at work of Jesus on the cross with all the students and their
nine feet tall! David's victory over Goliath points ahead families, that God's kingdom would truly grow!
to Jesus' own victory over sin, death, and the power of
Your help is also needed through generous contributions
Satan.
and donations. VBS site leaders may post a list of supplies that they would like for their use at VBS. Please
Deborah the Judge—In the face of a seemingly invulprayerfully consider helping VBS by donating an item
nerable enemy, Deborah proclaims to Barak that God
will grant him victory. The Word of God to Deborah is or two, or more!
This Year's Theme—Camp Discovery: Jesus at
Work through Us.

true, and God proves once more that his Word will always have the victory!

Also, your encouraging words to all who help with VBS
are greatly appreciated. Vacation Bible School is an
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego—These three men, awesome way for our church to be in contact with many
by the grace of God, defy King Nebuchadnezzar's decree children and families from our communities. Hearing
from you that you value VBS and the work that goes
that all must worship the god he created. Thrown into
the fiery furnace, they are rescued by God himself, who into this outreach venture is so vital.
appears there in the furnace. God's name triumphs over As always, you are more than welcome to come by
all other names in all the world!
throughout the week and experience VBS for yourself.
The children really do enjoy themselves and are excited
Healing of Bartimaeus—Described as a blind beggar,
Bartimaeus utilized a messianic title in requesting help to hear about Jesus and all that he has done for them and
us all by his work on the cross.
from Jesus. Responding to the faith given to the blind
man that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus restored his sight
and the Bartimaeus became his follower.
Ananias and Saul—God called Ananias to go to Saul to
restore his sight. Not knowing of Saul's conversion, he
expressed his concern over Saul. God revealed to Ananias that Saul was to be his chosen instrument to bring
the Gospel of Jesus Christ to all the Gentiles.
Registration and a Free CD!
All families that register children will receive a copy of
the VBS Passalong CD which includes all of the music

If you have any questions about Vacation Bible School
or would like to know more about this program, or how
else you can help, feel free to email me anytime at
revcaithamer@stjohn-lcms.org.
Thank you for your continued support for our Vacation
Bible School, for those who volunteer to make it possible, and for those students who attend. God's peace be
to you through our Lord Jesus Christ, who has worked
saving faith in us through his Word!
Pastor Caithamer
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Lyle , Vice-Chair

Jim
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Matt
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Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Brian & Pat and family at the death of Brian’s mother Nancy, Robert
& Karen and family at the death of Karen’s
mother Doris , Ellie and family at the death of
nephew Carl , Kathe and family at the death of
husband Norm, former member Mary and family at the
death of husband Al on May 20th in Florida

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited the
second Thursday of each month
to Original Pancake House for
food and fellowship, and
devotion and prayers led by
Pastor Caithamer. Please join us
this month on Thursday, June 11th, at 7:00am.

Hospitalized: Richard -husband of Leona

Vacation Bible School
June 15-19, 9:00-11:30

For Healing and Recovery: Lucille , Helen , Pat , Tom ,
Lingli , Jim -father of Jim
For Successful Treatment: Joe , Lea , Nancy , Maxine ,
Jeff , Nancy -daughter of Dorothy , Judy -mother of Jim
For our Military: Ashley , Taylor , Andy , Luke , Jim , Brandon , Christopher , Suzzanna , Ben , Allyson , Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana
Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran
Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran
Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in
Kingston, Jamaica

Discover His plan! Discover His purpose! In Camp Discovery VBS, your
children learn that Jesus works in and
through us! They’ll look into the Bible,
God’s Holy Word, and explore five tree-mendous Bible
accounts where God works in His people to save them
and through His people to serve! Jesus saves us, gives us
faith, courage, and wisdom to serve Him and share His
good news with our neighbor! God does have a plan and a
purpose for each of His beloved children!
Online registration is open for ages 3 through completed
5th grade. Follow the link on the church website, www.stjohn-lcms.org or the school website,
www.stjohnls.com. Come along with us as we sing fun
songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play awesome
games, and more. Plus, you’ll learn all about Jesus our
Savior and how He is at work through us! Can’t wait to see
you there!

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ Jesus!
May the peace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, rest with you all.
Our congregation is not in very good shape financially. All of us need to remember our commitment to our Lord
with blessings He has given to each of us. At our last Church Council meeting in April we did not have a quorum to meet, but it was reported at that time that the congregation is “in the red” $81,268.73, meaning that we
spent $81,268.73 more than we received in offerings from January through April 2015.
Not only that but we’ve fallen short of our offerings for the last two years (or more), leaving a debt that we have
had to pay out of our committed funds, but this has also depleted all of our reserve financial resources. We no
longer have these funds to fall back on (to borrow from ourselves) as we have in the past. We have reached our
limits and will now have to borrow from a bank if we are unable to meet our monthly expenses in the future.
If this pattern continues, it could have serious consequences on the mission of the congregation.
Please give prayerful consideration to increasing your Unified Fund offerings to your Lord here at St. John.
Herb , Vice-President (until June 1)

Music Notes
Our adult choirs have completed another “regular” season. The amazing devotion our regular singers and ringer s demonstrate continues both to inspire me and greatly enhance our worship together. Thank you, thank you, thank you!
If you interested in singing a solo or playing an instrumental selection sometime in the next couple
of months, your talents would be most welcome!
The return of the Hymn Sing, previously announced for last month, will in fact take place on Sunday, June 7, as prelude to both the 8:00 and 10:45 services. Let Keith know if you have a favorite
hymn you’d like to be sure we include.
One of the many blessings of living here is the variety of music making that continues year-round.
The Baroque Artists of Champaign has two upcoming concerts:
June 19th at University Place Christian Church, the winners of the annual young artists
competition will perform.
July 26 at St. John’s Catholic Church, BACH will perform the Six Motets of Johann Sebastian Bach as the kickoff to BACH’s 20 season. This is absolutely ravishing and soulstirring music, well worth hearing.
Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith Williams

Stewardship Corner

God’s Great “Yes!”

“I the Lord do not change, “ spoke our Lord through the prophet Malachi (chapter 3, verse 6). This statement is
confirmed by Paul who writes these words in 2 Corinthians 1:19:22: “For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, Whom
we proclaimed among you, Silvanus and Timothy and I, was not Yes and No, but in Him it is always Yes. For all
the promises of God find their Yes in Him. That is why it is through Him that we utter our Amen to God for His
Glory. And it is God Who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed us, and Who has also put His seal
on us and given us His Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.” God does not change His mind about His promises to
us. All that God has promised us has been or will be fulfilled through His only Son Who has taken our sins in His
body on the cross and Who has risen from the dead, guaranteeing that we, too, will rise from the dead and will live
forever with Him in Heaven.
We respond with the great “Amen!” “Yes! Yes! Yes! It shall be so!” We offer our honor and praise to God
through His Son as we rejoice at the empty tomb. We offer our lives and our resources in thanksgiving to the One
Who loves us with an incomprehensible love.
In Christ, we stand unwavering in faith. In Christ, we are His own. In Christ, we look forward in hope and
joyful anticipation to seeing our Savoir face to face!
We live as redeemed people of the victorious Lamb of God. As that Lamb came seeking us who were lost
(Luke 19:10), we now continue that work, for our will is that of “God our Savior, Who desires all people to be
saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).

Youth News
June Youth Events:
June 14 – High School Servant Event dedication/blessing at 8:00 service
(H.S. youth wear your servant event t-shirt)
June 19-26 - High School Servant Event in Weston, WI

Mark your calendars for July 16-20, 2016.
Held every 3 years, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides thousands of youth and adults the opportunity to come
together as a community of God’s people to learn more about Jesus Christ, the Christian faith and their Lutheran identity. During the five days of the Gathering, youth spend time together in God’s word, worship, service and
fellowship with others from across the synod. This event is organized by LCMS Youth Ministry in Saint Louis,
MO.

Garage Sale Update: Thank you to everyone who helped make our
annual garage sale a big success!
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!
To all who participated in the event!
To all who volunteered their time planning, organizing assisting in the event!
To all who sponsored or donated to the event!
The success of the race would not have been possible without you!
Race results are posted on the bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall.

Ram Rebate:
The Ram Rebate cards will be available during the week at Custom Flooring, 315 S. Neil
St. or by contacting Leah Seten, 202-1626. Cards will also be
available on select Sundays, between church services. An order will be placed on Monday June 15. Orders can be picked up
at Custom Flooring on the following Friday or at church on the
following Sunday.

Danville Gardens cards
Thank you to all who purchased Danville Gardens gift
cards! There are about 45 cards left. If you need to purchase a gift card to finish your summer planting, contact
Kim .

Golf Outing
Save the date! The 3rd annual
PTF Golf outing will be held on
Saturday, September 26 at the
U of I Golf Course.

Market Day orders will be due on Thursday, June 18
by 2 pm in the church office or 11 pm online.
Orders may be picked up on Wednesday, June 24
from 3-4 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Mike , Andy , Earl
Pastor Jeff Caithamer, Peter
Brian , Lisa , Clara , John
Amy Jo , Marie , Justin , Lela , Beth
Taylor , Letty
Marilyn
Karla , Audrina , Norman , Jill , Bob
Gerald , Christina
Mark
Kailey , Ann
Kevin , Jennifer , Diane Pelafos, Randy
Wayne , Callie
Shane , John , Mary , Nolan , Haley
Neil , Kim
Daniel , Ashleigh , Katie , Hannah , Hannah
JoAnne , James
Dale , Linda
Erin , Rick , Jodie , Abby
Tony , Opal , Joe , Austin
Charles
Jane , Taylor , Louise

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

Rob , Jacklyn , Pam , Lucas
Bob , Carol , Jayne , Carol , Adel
John , Earl
Hannah , Evan , David ,
Elizabeth
Lois , Pam , Jill , Timmie , Dorothy
Lucille , Betty
Shelli
Tyler , Dick

24
25
27
28
29

Fred & Geneice (54); Duane & Chris (43)
Brian & Penny (27)
Rick & Ronda (40); Rick & Ann (25)
Wayne & Leona (46); Walt & Jill (29)
Steve & Vanessa (19)

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
1
2
3
4
5
6
9
10
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Steve & Pam (41)
David & Carol (36); Blake & Nancy (37); Duane &
Juleigh (25); Dan & Julie (31); Jay & Carol Young (25)
Walt & Dorothy (15)Earl & Barb (60)
Jason & Nicci (22)
Dan & Faith (23); Kevin & Carmin (28); Wally & Lisa
(28)
Seth & Melissa (21); Dan & Beth (18); Jim & Robin
(24); Ron & Carol (46)
David & Cindy (25)
Chris & Natalie (9), Dan & Allison (9)
Paul & Suzanne (50)
Rex & Cynthia (18); Josh & Lauren (1)
Richard & Shirley (58)
Matt & Katie (3)
Roger & Charlotte (48)
Raymond & Debbie (27); Scott & Rebecca (4); Louis &
JoAnne (49)
Aziz & Amy (5); David & Karen (33)
David & Monica (22)
Mark & Sherry (24)
Brian & Pam (30); John & Beth (13); Marty & Doris
(69); Neal & Deanna (2)
Ralph & Renae (47)

2015
Sun

Mon

Devotions &
Hymn-sing at
Amber Glen on the
14th & 28th at 2:30pm

1

7 Installation of Officers
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

2

3

4

5

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Widow’s Group

8

9

10

11

6:00 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

10:15 Adult Bible Class
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
1:30 Mary Martha
5:00 Handymen

15

16

17

18

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

7:15 Holy Communion

Sat
6
Bowman/Curry Wedding

12

13

19

20

2nd Sunday after Pentecost

14
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Ram Rebate
orders due

V a c a t i o n

3rd Sunday after Pentecost

21
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
12:00 Church Picnic
4th Sunday after Pentecost

28
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
5th Sunday after Pentecost

B i b l e

S c h o o l

22

23

24
3:00 Market Day Sale
7:15 Holy Communion

Newsletter Deadline

10:15 Adult Bible Class
3:45 Evangelism
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 PTF
7:00 Youth Board

29

30
10:15 Adult Bible Class

High School Servant
Event 19th—26th

Market Day
orders due
9:00am

to

11:30am

25

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Elliott’s day
off: Mondays

School Office
359-1714

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off: Fridays

26

27

