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 To answer the question, “Why should we return to 
church after a long period of inactivity?” we must first under-
stand why people often innocently enough, stop attending 
worship in the first place.  Most often, when Christians stop 
coming to church it’s not with any malicious forethought or 
deliberate intent.  Becoming an inactive member of the body 
of Christ is often a very slow and unintentionally process.  A 
series of harmless enough events can come together in rapid 
succession to create a kind of spiritual “perfect storm” that 
destroys our once faithful and regular patterns of worship.  
These events if occurring in just the right sequence can pre-
vent your family from attending the divine service, and simply 
get you out of the habit of going to church until the habit is 
again reinforced and retained. 
 

 Perhaps the first Sunday your family misses church 
it’s because the entire family is fighting off a bad cold, and no 
one has enough energy to get out of bed, and to get ready to 
go to church.  No big deal.  You’ll return next Sunday.  Only 
the next Sunday arrives and this time you miss because your 
son is playing out-of-town on a travelling sports team, and 
your family wants to travel with his team to show your sup-
port.  Again, not a problem.  You tell yourself that the family 
will get back to church next Sunday.  But then the unexpected 
happens.  Your cousin and his family are passing through 
Champaign on their way to Council Bluffs.  Late Saturday 
afternoon they call to ask if they can crash at your house for 
the night to break up the trip.  Everyone stays up too late.  
You decide to stay home from church in order to have break-
fast with your extended family and to see them off as they 
get back on the road.  None of these are egregious reasons to 
stay home from church.  However collectively they may have 
a negative impact upon your regular worship habits.  Because 
these reasons you missed church appear innocent, the dan-
gers are more subtle that threaten your worship patterns.  
One result is that it’s getting easier to find other so-called 
“legitimate” reasons for missing more church in the Sundays 
that follow. 
 

 Although you’re unaware of it, a kind of momentum 
against going to church is beginning to exert itself in your 
family.  Members of your family are discovering that if they 
don’t go to church, they can do other enjoyable things that 
they were not previously able to do on Sunday mornings, un-
til worship began to feel optional.  As an example your hus-
band decides that he wants to start playing golf on Sunday 
mornings with a foursome of buddies from work.  Your teen-
ager want to go to sleepovers on Saturday nights; something 
you previously had not allowed because of your longstanding 

commitment for your entire family to be in church.  Members 
of the family find more and more reasons to miss church, and 
since the family has already missed a number of Sundays, you 
begin to shrug your shoulders when asked, what’s missing 
just one more Sunday going to hurt? 
 

 Without realizing it, your entire perspective about 
church attendance is changing as you get out of the habit of 
every Sunday attendance.  Since you’ve always been very ac-
tive in church and exemplary in your church attendance in the 
past, your pastors and your church friends hesitate to call to 
check on your growing absence from church, fearing that it 
might insult you.  Assuming the best, they imagine you have 
good reasons for your recent inactivity. Meanwhile a couple 
of other unforeseen things have caused you and your family 
to miss even more church.  And suddenly it’s been ten or 
eleven Sundays since you’ve been in church.  Theoretically 
you still want to return to church, but it’s been so long now 
that it’s becoming awkward, and you begin to dread the 
questions you fear you’ll face from your church friends on the 
Sunday you return.  And you’ve noticed that as more time has 
gone by, your children and even your husband have gotten 
more defiant against going church on Sunday mornings.  You 
get tired of people the lone voice trying to get your family to 
church, and you begin giving into their demands to stay 
home. 
 

 Without vocalizing it, you used to go to church rou-
tinely more out of fear and obligation than from a sincere 
faith.  And yet God hasn’t stuck you down – and nothing bad 
has happened -- since you’ve stopped going to church.  And 
there’s a lot more peace in the family on Sunday mornings 
now that you’ve stopped pushing family members to attend 
with you.  Maybe your long held assumption that your family 
must go to church is unfounded, and church attendance isn’t 
as important as you once thought that it was?  Maybe you 
don’t have to go to church to be a Christian?  If that were 
true it would make being a Christian a lot easier, and your life 
on Sunday morning less hectic?  Without any intention to 
change your spiritual habits, your family has gone through a 
tremendous shift in how you regard church.  You gone from 
being every Sunday attenders to inactive members in about 
three or four month’s time.   Your parents would’ve gasped 
to know that you’re no longer actively and regularly attending 
church.  However your parents don’t know and this no longer 
matters since they passed away last year. 
 

 Growing up you learned the meaning of the third 
commandment that God requires us to be in church and that 

Can I Be a Christian Without Going to Church?  



to stop going to church means that a person is sinning against 
God by despising preaching and His Word.  But the longer 
you’re gone from church the easier it has become to stay 
gone.   With so many good and acceptable reasons for why a 
Christians can miss church, you conclude that church is not as 
important as you thought that it was growing up.  And any-
time you begin to be angry at yourself for changing your views 
on church, you transfer your guilt by shifting the blame to 
your pastor and to the congregation instead.  Because you 
haven’t heard anything about your absenteeism from worship 
from the people in your congregation or from your pastor you 
conclude that they have been spiritually negligent. You alter 
the truth by telling yourself that they are the real reason that 
you’re not in church. After all,  you tell yourself, why would 
you want to be part of a church that doesn’t care enough 
about you to call or visit since you’ve been gone?  In reality, 
you would’ve been outraged had anyone from church actually 
called assuming that you might have a spiritual problem sig-
naled by your own lack of church attendance. 
 

 People who used to go to church, but no longer do, 
when you invite them back to church days frequently make 
the claim that a person can be a Christian without going to 
church.  You can see the subjectivism in their logic that leads 
them to their conclusion.  For even though they are no longer 
going to church, they want to still be able to consider them-
selves Christians.   When they defiantly say, “I can be a Chris-
tian without going to church” it is to insulate themselves from 
acknowledging any wrongdoing.  When they say “A person 
can be a Christian without going to church” they act as if they 
were quoting some convincing verse from the Bible that is so 
clear that it cannot be argued against. 
 

 However we must gently challenge this wrongheaded 
view.  God is compassionate, reasonable, and fair.  God un-
derstands that there are legitimate exceptions for why a 
Christian might now and then need to miss church without 
incurring any guilt from it.  But all this does is to prove that 
there are exceptions to the rule that Christians should gather 
frequently for worship.   Exceptions are just that.  They are 
exceptions to the rules.  Such exceptions don’t disprove the 
rule or replace the rule.  If anything, granting exceptions only 
reinforces that there are rules. 
 

 Sometimes members are sheepish when they share 
their reasons why they missed a Sunday.  Like God, I under-
stand, because there are good reasons for why individuals or 
families miss church occasionally. But the Christian who un-
derstands what Christ gives to us the worshipper in the divine 
service will infrequent exceptions and excuses as to why they 
are not in worship.  For the regularly every Sunday worshiper 
who comes as a partaker of grace, comes to church realizing 
that Christ is present in those assembled to worship using 
God’s Word and Sacraments, as He is nowhere else.  Those 
who understand by faith the grace and generosity that God so 
freely gives to us sinners in the preaching of the Gospel, in the 
waters of Holy Baptism, and in the bread and wine at the Altar 
will not be among those who habitually string excuses togeth-
er as to why they have missed so many Sundays. 

 

 Imagine that you read an online article entitled, 
“Studies Show that Every Sunday Church Attendance Leads to 
Longer Life Expectancy and to Greater Happiness.”  From time 
to time you’ll see articles like this that attempt to find a posi-
tive connection between worshiping regularly and some emo-
tional or physical health benefit.  Any person who is motivat-
ed to attend church after reading such an article would be 
attending divine services for illegitimate reasons.  Too often 
when people return to church after a long absence they re-
turn for the wrong reason.  They think that they’re doing God 
a favor by returning to church.  They return using their own 
human willpower as their strength to keep this command-
ment, to remember to sanctify the holy day.  Often they re-
turn for law-driven reasons based on fear or guilt. 
 

 But the true Christian reason we return to worship … 
even after a long period of inactivity … is because we know 
what our gracious God in Christ promises to do for us in the 
divine service.   Some who no longer worship like to talk about 
how God is with them on the golf course or out on a fishing 
boat.  While it’s true that God is everywhere to protect and to 
provide His people, Christ is present on Sundays mornings in 
worship in a much different and more specialized way than 
out in nature.  Christ is among His assembled people in the 
divine service centered on the Word and Sacraments to for-
give us and to save us.  For Christ has only promised to be 
with us to extend His forgiveness, eternal life, and salvation to 
us where the Gospel is proclaims and the Sacraments re-
ceived. 
 

 Saying that we are Christians who choose or refuse to 
come to church and remain Christians is absolute nonsense.   
For why would a Christian deliberately choose to avoid the 
very place where Christ is present and at work in and among 
His people through His preached Word?  Imagine that you 
were a bride about to marry.  But your heartbeat didn’t quick-
en around your fiancé.  And you really saw no reason or bene-
fit to be around him.  You seemed to want the status of being 
a wife to him, but you felt no emotional connection to him.   
In fact you kept coming up with excuses not to go out with 
him or to avoid being in the same room as him.  If you were 
the bride, and I were your friend, I would point out that the 
incongruity that you were about to marry a man you had no 
desire to be with.  For how could a true union and marriage 
exist where a bride felt this way?   If you understand that 
Christ comes to be with you in the divine service as that most 
intimate place where you hear His voice and receive His prom-
ise of forgiveness and reassurances of His ongoing love for 
you, then what could possibly compel you to stay away from 
this place?   Christian friend, the divine service at church is 
that place where you are wed to Christ.   Worship is the place 
where Christ the groom pledges His love for we who are His 
bride the Church.  Desire His love, and receive His love … with-
in the liturgical context divine service at church. 
 

Bringing you God’s grace in Christ,  Pastor Mark Elliott 

 



Mission Statement:  United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by  
building lives that are  rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   

to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

The time is upon us once more for one of the biggest 
events of the summer at St. John—Vacation Bible 
School (VBS)!  Last year, we were blessed with over 
120 different children from our church, school, and 
community attending our VBS.  We hope to match 
that number and exceed it this year, by God’s grace!  
Your prayers and support are needed for that yet 
again. 
 
Vacation Bible School is important to our church and 
school in a variety of ways.  VBS exists to give the 
church’s children a chance to gather together for 
study of God’s Word during the summer break.  As 
families spend time traveling, vacationing, and pre-
paring for the next school year, VBS offers a way to 
keep students in contact with each other and most 
especially provides a time designed for them to learn 
the Word of God.  We know that “the Gospel is the 
power of God for salvation for all who be-
lieve” (Romans 1:16).  And we know how important it 
is for our children to be given the saving Word of 
Christ.  It has an impact that will go with them their 
entire life.  By God’s grace and the power of his Word, 
these children will grow in the faith given to them by 
Jesus. 
 
Throughout much of its lifetime, Vacation Bible 
School has also been a perfect way for congregations 
to reach out to the local community.  In my experi-
ence, there is no better way to expose the teachings 
of our church and the blessings of our school to 
those who live around us and who do not attend St. 
John.  And to bring children into contact with Jesus 
Christ through the teaching of his Word is truly a joy 
unlike any other.  Please pray also that many from 
our area will attend VBS and come to believe in Je-
sus Christ as Lord and Savior! 
 
While Vacation Bible School is an exciting experience 
for our young members and the youth of our commu-
nity, it is important for them to know that their 
learning opportunities do not end there.  VBS is cer-
tainly not the end all to a child’s experience at our 
church, but rather, God-willing, a stepping off point 
for them and their families.  We make certain to in-
form all of our VBS students of our Sunday school 
program offered throughout the year as well as the 
chance they have to come to our Lutheran day 
school, where they can be educated by loving teach-

ers who share Christ’s grace with them while they 
teach them the truths of God’s creation. 
 
And this year’s VBS promises to be another memora-
ble event.  “Barnyard Roundup” is our theme.  Major 
emphasis is placed on Psalm 23, a favorite for many 
of us.  With that as a focus, the students this year 
will learn about Jesus’ love for them as his sheep.  
The Bible stories that will serve as the teaching mo-
ments about Christ’s great care for his sheep are: Je-
sus as the Good Shepherd (John 10:1–18); Jesus 
Feeds 5,000 People (Mark 6:30–44; John 6:1–14); Je-
sus Tells about a Sower (Matthew 13:1–23); Jesus 
Tells about a Lost Son (Luke 15:11–32); and Jesus 
Appears to Mary in the Garden (John 20:1–18).  
While many VBS programs offer instruction in God’s 
Word, their focus tends to be on the works of the 
Christian.  God has blessed our church body with a 
publishing house that is committed to presenting 
VBS materials that are steeped with the saving Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ and his work, not ours.  Our stu-
dents are sure to hear many times each day that Je-
sus loves them and has won forgiveness for their sins 
by his death on the cross. 
 
Our volunteers are hard at work coming up with ide-
as and preparing to teach and lead our students this 
summer.  Vacation Bible School will be from 9:00am 
to 11:30am from Monday, June 13 through Friday, 
June 17.  Be sure to sign up your children and 
grandchildren for our VBS, along with inviting your 
neighbors’ children.  VBS is often the first exposure 
people from our community have with our church, so 
do not hesitate to invite them and their families to 
VBS!  I will keep you in my prayers as you make our 
VBS known to those you know and please pray for all 
of our volunteers and me as we get everything ready 
for this summer. 
 
If you have any questions about our VBS, please let 
me know: .  The Lord bless our efforts to bring his 
Word into the ears and hearts of the youth and their 
families of our church, school, and community! 
 
In Christ’s service, 
 
Pastor Caithamer 

Vacation Bible School 2016! 

Barnyard Roundup 



 

 
 
 
 

For Peace & Comfort:  Bob & Alice and family at the 
death of son Mark, Roger & Norma and nephew Aaron 
and family at the death of Aaron’s wife Michelle, family 
and friends of Warren who passed away May 23 
 

Hospitalized:  Wayne & Leona , Larry , Karen , Lucille , Liz -daughter 
in law of Earl & Barb Voss 
 

Following Surgery:  Dave , John Manning, Paul Bunting 
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Rollin , Margaret , Vince , Patty , Bruce , 
Aaron -nephew of Roger & Norma , Larrry -brother of Pastor, Karen -
daughter of Lucille , Stanley -brother of Patty , Richard  
, Tom , Lingli  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Jeannette , Linda , Joan , Joe , Lea , 
Nancy , Maxine , Ken , Jason -grandson of Lois  
 

For Comfort , Strength & Peace:  Judy -mother of Jim  
 

For our Military:  Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Jim, Brandon, Christopher, 
Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanja-
nakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Beng-
ston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the 
Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the 
second Thursday of each month to Original 

Pancake House for food and fellowship, and 
devotion and prayers led by 

Pastor Caithamer.  Please join 
us this month on Thursday, 
June 9th, at 7:00am. 

Let Us Pray 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus!  I, 
Rev. Adam Jacobsen, and my wife Sarah 
would like to formally invite you to celebrate 
the 500th year anniversary of the Lutheran 
Reformation with our congregation in a ra-
ther unique setting.  In July, 2017 we will be 
leading a trip to the Luther lands of Germany 
and we would love if you could come with us.  
On this tour we will see such famous sites as 
the town of Witten berg where Luther nailed 
the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle 
Church; Erfurt where he went to school and 
became a monk; the Wartburg where he 
lived in disguise and translated the New Tes-
tament into German; Eisleben where Luther 
was born and died; and other important 
Reformation sites. 
 

  In addition to the Luther sites, we will enjoy 
some of the magnificent scenery of the 
Rhine River Valley.  We’ll visit Dresden—
famous for its china and fine art—and Leip-
zig—where the famous Lutheran composer 
Johann Sebastian Bach worked and is bur-
ied.  Come and join us for this once in a life-
time celebration—we’re sure you’ll have a 
memorable time! 
 

   If you are interested in joining us, please 
take one of the fliers from the narthex table.  
Simply fill out the bottom portion and send it 
in to the address provided.  This is not an 
obligation to join, but simply a request for 
more information.  If you have any questions 
please feel free to write or call me any time, 
my contact information is included on the 
flier. 
 

Sincerely, Rev & Mrs. Adam Jacobsen 

Danville Gardens Gift Cards ARE HERE!!! 
Before you start your Spring planting, purchase $10 Danville 

Gardens Gift Cards sold by PTF.  PTF gets $3 back from each 
card sold.  This means money for St. John School and teachers!  

Cards are available in the church office. 

Mary-Martha will meet on Thursday, 
June 9 at 1:30 p.m. in the overflow of the 
church.  Our speaker will be Mary Vita  
Rosmarino who will talk to us on the mis-
sions she has done in the U.S.  We invite you 
to join us. 

Come one!  Come All!  Summer Sunday School for preschool - 
8th grade will begin on June 5th.  Students should meet in their 
classroom and Opening will be in each classroom.  Classes will 
be combined and room assignments may change from the 
school year.   

Teachers needed for Summer Sunday School each week.   There 
is a sign up sheet on the board outside the fellowship hall with 
available dates.  Sign up for a week or more this summer. 



A letter from Joel Oschwald 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

 I hope you are all doing well.  I am happy to 

report that I have been called to be the Pastor of St. 

John’s Lutheran Church in Louisville, IL.  Louisville is 

twenty minutes south of Effingham, so we will be head-

ing back to the Central Illinois District!  St. John’s is a 

long-established congregation—she will be celebrating 

her 150th Anniversary next year. 

 

Jeni and the girls are very happy as well.  We will be 

adjusting to rural living, as the church and parsonage 

are located in a cornfield, about 10 miles outside of 

town.  As everything around us seems to be speeding 

up, perhaps it will be nice to live in a community with a 

little slower pace. 

 

I plan to be ordained and installed at St. John’s in  

Louisville on Sunday, June 26th, at 4:00pm.  I am  

honored to have Pastor Elliott preach at this remarkable 

occasion.  You are all invited to attend.  Thanks you for 

all of your support and prayers over the last four years.  

We miss you all very much, and are happy to be closer 

to you again.  May God bless you all.   

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Joel 

St. John Lutheran Church has been given permission to 
sell CD’s and flash drives of the 150th anniversary 
book, “A History of Saint John Lutheran Church Cham-
paign Illinois.” 
 
The CD is priced at $1 and the flash drive for $2.  If you 
wish to have this complete e-copy of the 150th anniver-
sary book, please contact the church office at  
359-1123. 

St. John VBS 2016 is  
“farm-tastic!”  

June 13-17      9:00-11:30 
 

 
In Barnyard Roundup VBS, 
your children learn that Jesus gathers us togeth-
er! They’ll look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, 
and explore five Bible accounts where Jesus gra-
ciously gathers us together to be with Him with 
His abundant provision and saving protection, 
now and forever.  Registration is open for chil-
dren age 3 to completed 5th grade.  Come along 
with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat 
yummy snacks, play awesome games, and more. 
Plus, you’ll learn all about Jesus our Savior and 
how He gathers us together! Can’t wait to see you 
there!  Register online now for Barnyard Round-
up Vacation Bible School at www.vbsmate.com/
stjohnchampaign.   
 

 

Volunteers Needed 
Would you prayerfully consider serving in VBS?  
To make VBS a success we need adults to serve as 
group leaders and youth (completed 6th-12th 
grade) to assist group leaders and site leaders.  
Sign up to be a volunteer online at 
www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign.  Select 
“Become a Volunteer” and fill in your contact in-
formation.  If you are unable to volunteer during 
VBS, you can still help by donating items from 
the VBS wish list.  Information about items to 
donate will be posted on the bulletin board by the 
Fellowship Hall.   

VOLUNTEERS SOUGHT FOR A SUMMER PLAY YARD CONSTRUCTION 
Little Lamb Preschool is moving to the main building this summer, and trustees will oversee the building 

of a new fenced-in play yard on the John St side of the building. Most, if not all, of the work can be per-

formed by volunteers if enough can commit to some Saturdays this summer. We will install 280 feet of a 

"tricycle track" sidewalk and fencing around the perimeter. In total, the project is expected to involve 3 

Saturdays of concrete work and 2-3 Saturdays of fence construction. Volunteers are needed for excavat-

ing, forming and placing concrete, fence construction, and providing lunch! We envision working approx-

imately every other Saturday, starting on June 18. We would start at 8AM and finish in the early after-

noon each day. Please see the sign- up in the hallway on the bulletin board, or contact Neil. 

http://www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign
http://www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign
http://www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign


Please see the printed copy for a note from both our Sr Pastor and our Principal. 

 



      Music Notes      
  

Summer is almost here, and as we begin the season of Trinity, we bid a temporary farewell to our many musi-

cal volunteers who have sung, rung, and played other instruments throughout the year.  Our Men’s Choir, 

Mixed Choir, and Alleluia Ringers may make an appearance from time to time over the next three months as a 

“pick-up” group- stay tuned and feel free to join on us when we make a sudden appearance of a Sunday. 

 

If you have a solo piece you would like to play or sing over the summer, please speak to Keith so we can put it 

on our schedule.  If you’ve been thinking about joining one of our regular ensembles, please continue to con-

sider it!  We’re always on the lookout for new members, no experience required.   

 

Next year (2017) will mark the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.  We are beginning to contemplate how 

we might mark and celebrate this milestone. We are of course considering events of a musical nature, includ-

ing a concert (or 2) and special services.  We look forward to adding these to our roster in this very special 

year! 

From the Finance Board 
In an effort to keep the members of St. 
John informed about the financial condi-
tion of the Church we are including in-
formation about our current financial 
situation. 
 
The Collapsed Income and Expense 
report in the printed version shows the 
amount of income and expenses for the 
year to date.  

 
 

 

May God continue to bless all the  
members of St. John! 
 

Kim , Finance Board, Chair 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
MAY 
   

Sundays  8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
May 1 164 149 115   85 

May 8 176 145 122 101 

May 15 207 158 136 116 

May 22 175 142 112   97 

May 29 186 149 n/a n/a 
  

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm 
 Ascension 
  (Thu)May 5 36 35 

 May 11 22 19 

 May 18 18 17 

Stewardship Corner:  When we give God our thanks 

for all His blessings, we honor Him.  “The one who 

offers thanksgiving as his sacrifice honors Me; to one 

who orders his way rightly I will show the salvation of 

God” (Psalm 50:23).  Our chief end is to glorify God.  

In addition to glorifying God through our thanksgiv-

ing, we are called to order our ways rightly which en-

courages us to go and bear fruit with our God-given 

faith.  We honor God through both our thanksgiving 

and the fruitful lives that we live.  Someone said, 

“Thanksgiving is good, but thanks-living is better.” 



Congratulations to the Class of 2016! 
 

Kai , Salutatorian 

Hunter  

Peter  

Lia , Valedictorian 

Addison  
 

We pray that God would guard them and guide 

them and bless them as they grow! 
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But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and  

Savior Jesus Christ.   To Him be the glory both now and  

to the day of eternity. Amen.   2 Peter 3:18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This year’s recipients of the Pam Haase Student Service 

Award are  Ainsley (7th) and Tinley (3rd).  These students 

have demonstrated notable service to their communities, 

their churches, and their school.   

 

How Can I Get Involved? 

Even if you don’t have a school-aged child or grandchild, 

there are lots of ways that you can get involved with our 

school! 
 

1.  Pray for our school!  Please pray for our School Board, 

our staff, our students, and our families. 
 

2. Plant some flowers!  We are still selling gift cards to Dan-

ville Gardens for $10 each.  Our school makes $3 for every 

card sold.  Please see Kim Schmidt to purchase cards. 
 

3.  Roll up your sleeves!  We will be meeting at the school at 

2 pm on Wednesday, June 1 to help move teachers’ class-

room supplies to their new classrooms.  We would love your 

help!  See Miss Rudick for more information or call the 

school office. 
 

4. Sponsor a student!  Our need for financial aid is greater 

than the scholarship money that we have available.  Lu-

theran education is a huge blessing to families. Over the 

years, many students and parents have been baptized and 

confirmed into our church because they came to our school.  

Please consider becoming a sponsor and help us to make 

Lutheran education accessible to more families.   
 

5.  Be a substitute teacher!  If you have a college degree and 

a flexible schedule, please consider serving our school as a 

substitute teacher. 

 

Christian Athlete Award 

     The Christian Athlete Award represents the highest in-

dividual award offered at St. John. To be given this honora-

ble award, must meet several criteria:  be a student in 8th 

grade, model Christian qualities academically, socially, and 

athletically, participate in a minimum of two sports, prac-

tice good sportsmanship both at practice and at contests, 

achieve the requirements for a letter in a minimum of one 

sport, and achieve above average grades (B or better) 

throughout the year.  This year we had two qualified win-

ners: Kai and Lia . 

     Over the years Kai has played soccer, basketball, and run 

track for our school. Additionally he has participated in the 

Math Bowl, Bible Bowl, spelling bees, Lutheran Honor Band, 

and is the Salutatorian of the 8th grade class. In track, he is 

currently the school record holder in the long jump for both 

junior varsity and varsity, and quite impressively, placed 

12th at the 2016 State Track Meet as a one man team. 

     For the years that she has been here, Lia has participated 

in basketball, volleyball, and track for St. John. Along with 

the sports she plays, Lia has also participated in the Math 

Bowl, Bible Bowl, is a past St. John spelling bee champion, 

and is the Valedictorian of the 8th grade class. She also owns 

multiple school records including long jump, 400, 800, 4 by 

200 m. relay, and 4 by 400 m. relay. Her state championship 

400 m. time was also a state meet record.  

 

Meet Mrs. Rivers 

By John ., 6th 

        Christy Rivers is the St. John Lutheran School’s sixth 

grade homeroom teacher. She teaches reading, language arts, 

and science in the junior high. She went to school at Concor-

dia Chicago and received a bachelor’s degree in Lutheran Ed-

ucation, as well as a master’s degree in English Composition 

& Literature from Ohio State University.  

     Outside of school, Mrs. Rivers enjoys spending time with 

her family, working in her garden, reading every book she 

can get her hands on, and drinking a lot of coffee. (She does 

that here too!) Her favorite pieces of writing consist of 19th 

Century British Literature. 

     When I asked her why she became a teacher, she told me, 

“I think I was just born teaching.” She used to make her sib-

lings play school with her for hours. Her favorite part about 

teaching is the students, and she likes the constant challenge 

of trying to find the best way to teach an individual student. 

She loves that the school feels like a family, and that every 

day is different. When I asked her who her favorite student 

was, she replied (to my dismay) “All of them.” 

     Mrs. Rivers is a great teacher. She always has great book 

suggestions, different ways to improve your writing, and is 

patient with her students. When we’re having a celebration 

she’s a lot of fun, and when we have a problem she solves 

them quickly and efficiently. The 6th grade couldn’t function 

without her.   



1 Mike, Andy, Earl 
2 Pastor Jeff Caithamer, Peter  
3 Brian, Lisa, Clara  
4 Amy Jo, Marie, Justin, Lela, Beth  
5 Taylor, Letty  
6 Marilyn  
7 Karla, Audrina, Norman, Jill, Bob  
8 Gerald, Christina  
9 Mark  
10 Kailey, Ann Berg, Kevin, Jennifer, Jake, Diane, Randy  
11 Wayne  
12 Faith, Isaac, Callie  
13 Shane, John, Mary, Haley  
14 Neil, Kim  
15 Sam, Daniel, Ashleigh, Katie, Hannah, Hannah  
16 JoAnne, James  
17 Jim, Dale, Linda  
18 Erin, Rick, Jodie, Abby  
19 Tony, Opal, Joe, Austin  
20 Charles  
21 Jane, Taylor, Louise  

22 Lucille, Jacklyn, Pam, Lucas  
23 Bob, Lydia, Carol, Jayne, Carol, 

Adel  
24 John, Earl  
25 Hannah, Evan, David, Elizabeth 
26 Lois, Pam, Jill, Timmie, Dorothy  
27 Lucille, Betty  
28 Shelli, Elise  
29 Tyler, Dick  

1 Steve & Pam (42) 
2 David & Carol (37); Blake & Nancy (38); Duane & 

Juleigh (26); Dan & Julie (32); Jay & Carol (26) 
3 Walt & Dorothy (16) 
4 Earl & Barb (61) 
5 Jason & Nicci (23) 
6 Dan & Faith (24); Kevin & Carmin (29); Wally & Lisa 

(29) 
7 Seth & Melissa (22); Dan & Beth (19); Jim & Robin 

(25); Ron & Carol (47) 
9 David & Cindy (26) 
10 Chris & Natalie (10), Dan & Allison (10) 
13 Paul & Suzanne (51) 
14 Rex & Cynthia (19) 
15 Richard & Shirley (59) 
17 Roger & Charlotte (49) 
18 Raymond & Debbie (28); Scott & Rebecca (5); Louis & 

JoAnne (50) 
19 Aziz & Amy (6); David & Karen (34) 
20 David & Monica (23); Doug & Lynn (1) 
21 Mark & Sherry (25) 

22 Brian & Pam (31); John & Beth (14); Neal & Deanna 
(3) 

23 Ralph & Renae (48) 
24 Fred & Geneice (55); Duane & Chris (44)  
25 Brian & Penny (28) 
27 Rick & Ronda (41); Rick & Ann (26) 
28 Wayne & Leona (47); Walt & Jill (30) 
29 Steve & Vanessa (20) 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions &  

Hymn-sing at  

Amber Glen on the  

12th & 26th at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Elliott’s day off:  

Mondays 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s day 

off:  Fridays 

1 
7:15 Holy Communion 

2 

12:30 Widow’s Group 

3 4 

5  2nd Sunday after Trinity 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes,  

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

  2:00 Martha Milas’  

           Retirement Party 

6 7 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  5:30 Fellowship Board   

  6:30 School Board 

  7:00 Trustees 

8 
7:15 Holy Communion 

9 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 

           Breakfast 

10:00 Evangelism 

  1:30 Mary Martha 

10 11 

12  3rd Sunday after Trinity 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes,  

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

13 
6:00 Finance Board 

14 
6:00 Elders 

15 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

16 17 18 
8:00 School Play 

      Yard Construction 

19 4th Sunday after Trinity 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes,  

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 
 

Father’s Day 

20 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

21 
  6:00 Council 

22 
7:15 Holy Communion 

23 24 25 

26 5th Sunday after Trinity 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Classes,  

           Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

  4:00 Joel Oshwald’s  

           Ordination/ 

           Louisville, IL 

27 28 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 

  6:00 Parish Ed 

  7:00 Youth Board 

29 
7:15 Holy Communion 

30   

2016 

V   a   c   a   t   i   o   n          B   i   b   l   e          S   c   h   o   o   l               9:00am—11:30am 


