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As you well know (at least I hope you do!), this year marks the 500th anniversary of the Reformation started 

by Martin Luther.  Five hundred years ago this October 31 was the day when Martin Luther posted the 95 

Theses on the doors of the Castle Church in Wittenburg, Germany.  What he sought in that action was to have 

a debate on the merits of indulgences, the church’s practice of granting forgiveness of sins and freedom from 

purgatory simply by obeying the orders of the Catholic Church, a practice not found anywhere in the Scrip-

tures. 
 

Those statements on indulgences, and more importantly, on true repentance, made it to the printing press and 

spread through the common man at a rapid clip.  Luther would spend the better part of the next thirty years 

fleshing out the Bible’s teaching (and truthfully God’s teaching) on salvation and justification by faith alone in 

the Lord Jesus Christ.  While Luther’s Reformation did not put an end to the Roman Catholic Church, it did 

give opportunity for Christians to hear the pure Gospel message of Jesus Christ, free from the erroneous tradi-

tions of the church, free from veneration of relics and saints, and free from the dreaded parasite good works 

can be to the doctrine of salvation in Christ. 
 

In continued celebration of this historically important anniversary, our Synod’s publishing company, Concor-

dia Publishing House (CPH), has built this year’s Vacation Bible School around that theme.  Mighty Fortress: 

In Jesus, the Victory Is Won! is the title for our program and it promises to highlight the very victorious mes-

sage of salvation that is given to the whole Christian Church on earth.  True to Lutheran form, this VBS pro-

gram centers on Jesus Christ’s work alone for our salvation, leaving no room for works righteousness and thus 

uncertainty regarding eternal life and salvation. 
 

Following the theme of victory in Christ, the Bible stories that will be taught and learned are as follows: 

 Lesson 1:  Joshua and the Battle of Jericho (Joshua 6:1–20) 

  Joshua leads the Israelites into the Promised Land through the fortress of Jericho.   

Only through total obedience to God’s Word does God grant them total victory over 

Jericho. 

 Lesson 2:  King Hezekiah’s Kingdom Is Delivered (2 Kings 18–19) 

  Assyria had already conquered the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  King  

Sennacherib’s sights were then set on Jerusalem.  By God’s divine intervention is Jeru-

salem saved from the might of Assyria and given victory. 

 Lesson 3:  Reforms under King Josiah (2 Kings 22:1–23:30) 

  King Josiah’s work to rebuild the temple uncovered the written Word of God.  

Shocked to discover the disobedience of his people to God, Josiah ordered the whole 

nation to be reformed according to God’s Word. 

 Lesson 4:  King Jesus Enters Jerusalem (Luke 19:28–40) 

  Israel’s greatest king, Jesus, triumphantly enters Jerusalem to accomplish the  

greatest work of reformation, that of winning forgiveness of sins for all of God’s rebel-

lious people all throughout the world. 

 Lesson 5:  Jesus Rises Victoriously from the Dead (Luke 23:1–24:12) 

  Jesus’ death had won the forgiveness of all sin; Jesus’ resurrection overturned  

anything and everything the devil, the world, and all sin could throw in between God 

and man. 

A Mighty Vacation Bible School! 

VBS Preview and How You Can Stay in the Word 

continued 



Mission Statement:  United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives  
that are  rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   

to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

These great stories will take center stage at our VBS and will showcase God’s great work through history to 

bring all people unto himself.  You are encouraged to read and study these stories right along with our VBS 

students.  You are also asked to keep all VBS preparations, volunteers, and students in your prayers as many 

from our community are brought into contact with our church and school, and most importantly, with our Lord 

and Savior Jesus Christ.  Pray to our Lord that he would utilize our VBS as a gateway into our church and 

school so that many more can keep hearing the Word of Christ and can remain steadfast in the Word of God. 
 

Steadfast in the Word 

Martin Luther began one of his most famous hymns with that phrase: “Lord, keep us steadfast in Your 

Word” (Lutheran Service Book 655).  Luther had seen that the Christian Church on earth had been moved 

away from God’s Word.  Much like King Josiah, Luther discovered that God’s people were following the 

ways of the world and not the true teachings of the Gospel.  Martin Luther worked adamantly to bring solidari-

ty back to God’s Church through the refocusing on God’s Word.  The truth of the Scriptures was the basis for 

all that Luther sought to do and teach. 
 

That Word of God remains vital for you and me as God’s people today.  We can easily be tossed and swayed 

by the ways of this world, so much so that we may not even realize it.  Reading and studying God’s Word 

more and more will open your eyes to his truth, and will reveal to you how and where you are remaining faith-

ful to him and how you have fallen away.  Jesus told his disciples in John 8:31–32, “If you abide in my word, 

you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  St. Paul wrote in 1 

Corinthians 15:1-–2, “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you received, 

in which you stand, and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless 

you believed in vain.” 
 

“Lord, keep us steadfast in your word” should always be our prayer.  To that end, God has given you his 

Word, the Bible to read and to study.  You are always welcome to join us in Bible study at church anytime!  

Even if a certain class has already started into a book of the Bible or a specific topic, do not let that stop you 

from joining and getting to study the Word!  It is always a joy to help get eager Christians caught up in what-

ever we are studying!  Continue on in your daily devotions.  Read Luther’s Small Catechism.  Pray the prayers 

as Luther prescribes in the Catechism.  Memorize the great hymns of our hymnal.  Through those very acces-

sible means, God will keep you steadfast in his Word, even as he feeds you with the body and blood of Jesus 

in the Lord’s Supper. 
 

In so doing, you can rejoice with the psalmist who kicks off the entire Psalter with these fantastic words: 

“Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in 

the seat of scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and 

night” (Psalm 1:1–2).  The Hebrew word for “law” there is “torah” which translates as the entire teaching of 

God, which would include his Gospel message of grace as well!  Truly, then, delight in the Word of God; 

meditate on it day and night.  “How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my 

mouth!” (Psalm 119:103). 
 

God’s richest blessings to you as you remain steadfast in his Word through attending church, Bible class, Sun-

day school, devotions, hymns, and prayers! 
 

In the sweetness of God’s Word, Jesus, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 



 
 

 
 
 

 

For Peace and Comfort:  Mary and family at the death of son 
Charlie, Joanie and family at the death of sister Phyllis  
 

Following Surgery:  Sue  
 

Hospitalized:  Lois , Paul  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Bruce, Stephen -son 
of Ken , Marta-granddaughter of Steve & Pam , 
Jan , Carol Ann , Kathy , Ellie , Norman -father of Rick , Glenn , 
Jill , Butch , Merv , John , Todd -grandson of Harold , Tom  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Jennifer -sister in law of Ellie , 
Jeannette, Joan, Joe, Lea, Nancy, Maxine, Ken,  
Jason -grandson of Lois  
 

For our Military:  Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Jim, Brandon, Christo-
pher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson , Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana 
Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary,  
Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in  
Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston,  
Jamaica 

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the second 
Thursday of each month to Original Pancake 

House for food and fellowship, and 
devotion and prayers led by Pastor 

Caithamer.  Please join us this month 
on Thursday, June 8th, at 7:00am. 

Let Us Pray 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
MAY 
 
 

Sundays 8:00  Comm     10:45 Comm 
 May 7 166 134 118 99 
 May 14 209 168 106 95 
 May 21 200 163 110 96 
 May 28 176 148 105 91 
                         

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm 
 May 3  22 17 
 May 10  23 18 
 May 17  27 23 
 May 31                

Thursday 7:15 Comm (Ascension Obs.) 
 May 25 57 48 
 

Confirmation    May 7    
 2:00  117  Comm  63 

Summer Sunday school will begin on Sun Jun 4th.   

For the summer all students, who have complet-

ed preschool - 7th grade, and teachers will meet 

in the sanctuary at 9:30am for opening.  If your 

child has completed 8th grade you will join the 

High School Class in the youth room at 9:30. 

 

We will combine classes for the summer and all 

Sunday school classes will be held downstairs. 

Preschool and Kindergarten - their regular room, 4C 

1st - 3rd - Miss Crawford’s room, 1C  

4th -7th - Art room, 6B 

Volunteers Needed for  
Summer Sunday School!!   

We want to give our regular Sunday School 
teachers a break.  If you love children and 
you love Jesus, we are looking for you!  Don’t 
want to teach by yourself?  Grab a friend and 
team teach, or teach with your spouse.  Pick 
one Sunday or pick several.  All the material 
is provided.  For more information please 
contact Cindy Jones 359-9057.  Waiting to 
hear from you!!! 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

We would like to thank the congregation for all the 

love and kind words that you've expressed as we 

prepared to move back to Iowa.  Thank you so 

much for making us part of your family here at St. 

John for the past 19 years.  We will not be 

strangers and look forward to worshiping with you 

in the future.  May God continue to bless St. John 

Church and School, as He has always done in the 

past.   
 

Our new mailing address is In the printed newslet-

ter.  You are all welcome to stop and see us any-

time you are in the area. 
 

God's blessings to each of you always, 

Steve and Pam 



2017-2018 
OFFICERS SERVING THE CONGREGATION 

 
 

President Matt  Secretary Julia  

 
Vice-President Norm  Treasurer Jim  

 
Financial Secretary Robert  

 
Elders  Kurt  Larry  Terry   
 Dan  John  David  
 Jeff  Bob  Dan  
 Stephen  John  Steve  
 Matthew  Herb  Jeremy  

 
School Board  Pat  Kylene  
 Starley  Chad  
 Sara  Bill  
 Tony  Maxine  

 
Trustees  Neil  Steve  
 Mike  Jay  
 Don  Jay  

 
Evangelism Traci , Chair 

 
Stewardship Mark , Chair* 
 Mike , Vice-Chair 

 
Parish Education Karen , Chair 

 
Youth Board Vanessa , Chair 

 
Fellowship Board Cassandra , Chair 
 Hannah , Vice-Chair 

 
Finance Board Dean , Chair 

 
*approved by Council 



From the Finance Board 
 

In an effort to keep the members of St. John in-
formed about the financial condition of the Church 
we are including information about our current finan-
cial situation.  The Collapsed Income and Expense 
report in the printed newsletter shows the amount of 
income and expenses for the year to date. Below is 
a report showing the quantity of envelope giving for 
the month of April 2017. 
 

 
 

May God continue to bless all the members of St. 
John! 
 

Finance Board 

St. John Lutheran Church  
Vacation Bible School 2017 

June 19-23, 9-11:30am 
 

VBS 2017 is a victory celebration! In 
Mighty Fortress VBS, children learn 
that in Jesus, the victory is won! 
They’ll look into the Bible, God’s Ho-
ly Word, and explore five Bible ac-
counts about God, our Mighty For-
tress, and the victory Jesus has won 
for us.  Registration is open for chil-
dren 3 years old to completed 5th 
grade. Come along with us as we 
sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play 
awesome games, and more. Plus, you’ll learn in Jesus, the 
victory is won! Can’t wait to see you there!  Register 
online at www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign. 
 

Be a part of Mighty Fortress VBS!  Youth (completed 6th-
12th grade) and adult volunteers are needed!  If you can 
help full or part time, we have many ways to be involved 
to suit your schedule and interests. A sign-up sheet will be 
posted by the Fellowship Hall.  E-mail Kim Schmidt at 
vbs@stjohnls.com, for more information or if you have 
any questions. 
 

Donations are also needed.  Requests are available on the 
bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall.  Please place any 
donations in the VBS tub in the coatroom.  Monetary do-
nations should be brought to the church office. 
 

Upcoming Dates:  Saturday, June 17, 9:00 – VBS  
Set-up – we will decorate the sites and get everything 
ready to go for Monday morning! 

 

Join us to see how in Jesus, the victory is won! 

Summer Hours – The School Office will be closed. Any school 

items can be dropped off in the Church Office. The Church  

Office will be open 10 am to 2 pm beginning May 30th. Pastor 

Caithamer will be available in his office during regular office 

hours for all Pastoral needs. . He will not be available to let peo-

ple in the building before 10 or after 2, so if you will need access 

to the building during that time, please contact the church office 

about obtaining a key fob. 

Little Lamb Preschool and the K/1st Grade Class 

would like to thank everyone who donated snack 

items and supplies for the 2016-2017 school year. 

They were GREATLY appreciated! The support of 

St. John Lutheran Church has been such a blessing to 

our school.  

Yours in Christ, Pam Rudick, Stephanie  

 Middendorf & Katie Reifsteck  

Volunteers Needed – We are in need of people to be wed-

ding coordinators for our church. Basic  

responsibilities would be to answer questions for the bride 

and groom regarding the use of our facilities, run through 

the rehearsal, and be here for the  

wedding. Our previous coordinators created a  

wonderful manual with all needed information into it. Hav-

ing wedding coordinators takes much  

responsibility off of the Pastor and church office, so having 

this service is very much appreciated.   

Thank you for your service to our church!!  
For those just finishing terms of service as elders, board 
members, and board chairs and vice chairs, please accept 
the sincere gratitude of your brothers and sisters in Christ 
at St. John!  Your work is greatly appreciated and we 
hope that you will serve again in the near future.  God 
has certainly blessed us through you! 

Welcome to our new volunteers!   
To those who are starting new terms as elders, board 
members, and board chairs and vice chairs, welcome to 
this exciting new opportunity to serve at St. John!  We 
are so blessed by your willingness to help our congrega-
tion and we pray God’s peace and guidance be with you, 
especially during this time of service.  Your presence is 
requested at one of our services on Sunday, June 4, for 
the Rite of Installation of Officers.  Thank you! 



 

      Music Notes      
 

 
The Adult singing choirs will be with us for the final time of the season on Pentecost, 
June 4.  The Alleluia Ringers will conclude their season the next week on Trinity Sunday, 
June 11. 

 
Mixed Choir – Final rehearsal Thursday from 6:45 – 7:30 on June 1 
Mixed Choir sings Sunday, June 4 at 8:00am service (Pentecost) 

 
Men’s Choir – Final rehearsal Thursday from 6:00 – 6:45 on June 1 
Men’s Choir sings Sunday, June 4 at 10:45 service (Pentecost) 

 
Alleluia Ringers – Final rehearsals Wednesdays at 6:00 on May 31 and June 7 
Handbells ring Sunday, June 11 at 8:00 service (+ Prelude at 10:45) 

 
Instrumental and vocal soloists are always welcome to work with me during the summer 
months to provide special music during worship. Please be in touch! 

 
Did you notice our “Luther hymn” during May?  We get to sing several of Luther’s hymns 
for the upcoming major feasts - #497 Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord, and #768 To God 
the Holy Spirit let us pray for Pentecost, and #505 Triune God, be Thou our stay and #948 
All glory be to God alone, for Trinity Sunday.  Stay tuned for more throughout the rest of 
this 500th anniversary of the Reformation. 

 
Speaking of which, and looking ahead, our year-long observances will conclude on 
Reformation Sunday, October 29.  We will both have festive celebrations in the morning, 
and a special service of Lutheran Vespers with guest musicians, which has been tenta-
tively scheduled for 4:00 pm that afternoon. 

 
As we move into what is often called the “teaching season” of the church year, I am 
looking forward to a special learning opportunity myself.  With the support of the con-
gregation, I will be attending a Bach Academy at the University of Illinois this month, fo-
cusing on J.S. Bach’s Passion according to St. John. There will be both musicological and 
spiritual examination of this extraordinary masterwork, culminating in a performance of 
the piece on Friday, June 23.  Look for details in the upcoming Sunday bulletins.  

 
Soli Deo Gloria!  Keith Williams 



1 Mike, Andy, Earl 
2 Pastor Caithamer, Peter  
3 Brian, Lisa  
4 Amy Jo, Marie Ennen, Justin, Lela, Beth  
5 Taylor, Letty  
6 Marilyn  
7 Karla, Audrina, Jill , Bob  
8 Gerald, Christina  
9 Mark  
10 Kailey, Ann  
11 Kevin, Jennifer, Diane, Randy  
12 Wayne  
13 Faith, Isaac, Callie  
14 Shane, John, Mary, Haley  
15 Neil , Lilia , Kim  
16 Sam, Daniel, Ashleigh, Katie, Hannah, Hannah  
17 JoAnne, James  
18 Jim, Dale, Linda  
19 Erin , Rick , Jodie, Abby  
20 Tony, Opal, Joe, Austin  
21 Charles  

22 Jane, Taylor, Louise  
23 Lucille, Jacklyn, Pam, Lucas  
24 Bob, Lydia, Carol, Jayne, Carol, 

Adel  
25 John, Earl  
26 Hannah, Evan, David, Elizabeth  
27 Lois, Pam, Jill, Timmie, Dorothy 
28 Lucille, Betty  
29 Shelli, Elise  
30 Tyler , Dick  

1 Steve & Pam (43) 
2 David & Carol (38); Blake & Nancy (39); Duane & 

Juleigh (27); Jay & Carol (27) 
3 Walt & Dorothy (17) 
4 Earl & Barb (62) 
5 Jason & Nicci (24) 
6 Dan & Faith (25); Kevin & Carmin (30); Wally & Lisa 

(30) 
7 Seth & Melissa (23); Dan & Beth (20); Jim & Robin 

(26); Ron & Carol (48) 
9 David & Cindy (27) 
10 Dan & Allison (11) 
14 Rex & Cynthia (20) 
15 Richard & Shirley (60) 
17 Roger & Charlotte (50) 
18 Raymond & Debbie (29); Scott & Rebecca (6); Louis & 

JoAnne (51) 
19 Aziz & Amy (7); David & Karen (35) 
20 David & Monica (24); Doug & Lynn (2) 
21 Mark & Sherry (26) 
22 Brian & Pam(32); John & Beth (15); Neal & Deann(4) 

23 Ralph & Renae (49) 
24 Fred & Geneice (56); Duane & Chris (45)  
25 Brian & Penny (29) 
27 Rick & Ronda (42) 
28 Walt & Jill (31) 
29 Steve & Vanessa (21) 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing  

at Amber Glen  

on the 11th & 25th 

 at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 
 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:  Fridays 

 1 
12:30 Widow’s Group 

  6:00 Men’s Choir 

  6:45 Mixed Choir 

2 
3:30 Ireland/Hinds 

        Wedding 

3 

4  Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion (MxC) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion (MC) 

(Installation of Officers) 

(at both Services) 

5 
 

6 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  5:30 Fellowship Board 

  6:30 School Board 

  7:00 Trustees 

7 
6:00 Alleluia Ringers 

7:15 Holy Communion 

8 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 

          Breakfast 

10:00 Evangelism 

  1:30 Mary Martha 

9 10 

11  The Holy Trinity 

  8:00 Holy Communion (AR) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

12 
6:00 Finance Board 

13 
6:00 Elders 

14 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

15 16 17 
9:00 VBS Setup 

18 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

19 20 
6:00 Council 

 

 

21 
7:15 Holy Communion 

22 23 
Newsletter Deadline 

24 

25 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

26 27 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  6:00 Parish Ed 

  6:30 Stewardship 

  7:00 Youth Board 

28 
7:15 Holy Communion 

29 30  

2017 

V  a  c  a  t  i  o  n      B  i  b  l  e      S  c  h  o  o  l      9 : 0 0 a m      to      1 1 : 3 0 a m 


