
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing  

at Amber Glen  

on the 10th & 24th 

 at 2:30pm 

Church Office  
359-1123 

 
School Office  

359-1714 
 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:  Fridays 

Summer Hours: 
 

Church Office  
10:00am-2:00pm 

 
School Office  

8:00am-11:00am 

 1  Last Day of School 

8:10 Chapel 
6:30 8th Grade  
        Graduation 
 

2 

3 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

4 5 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:30 Fellowship Board 
  6:00 Trustees 
  6:30 School Board 

6 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

7 
12:30 Widow’s Group 

8 9 
Gray/Buttram  
Wedding 

10  3rd Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

11 
E.A.T. @ Oberweis 
(all day) 
 

12 
6:00 Elders, 
         Finance Board 
 

13 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

14 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast 
10:00 Evangelism 
  1:30 Mary Martha 

15 16 

17 4th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

Father’s Day 

18 19 
6:00 Council 

20 
6:00 Summer Book Club 
7:15 Holy Communion 

21 22 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

23 

24  5th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

25 26 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  6:30 Stewardship 
  7:00 Youth Board 

27 
6:00 Summer Book Club 
7:15 Holy Communion 

28 29 30 
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One of the highlights of our summer at St. John is our Vacation Bible School 
(VBS)!  Each year, we are able to welcome over 100 children from our community 
from ages 3 through 5th grade.  And every year, we are blessed to receive new stu-
dents and get reacquainted with past VBSers.  Another blessing every year is the 
number of volunteers from St. John that participate and make the week even possi-
ble and a great success on top of that.  Junior high students to well-experienced 
teachers to long-time members of St. John give their time, talents, and energy to 
help our young students.  Overall, it is a great experience that I hope all who read 
this will consider sharing! 
 
This year’s VBS title is Splash Canyon and the theme is “God’s promise on life’s wild ride.”  Many of the 
Bible’s key stories revolve around bodies of water, from the creation in the garden of Eden surrounded by riv-
ers to Jesus’ own walking on the Sea of Galilee.  One of the biggest reasons water is so common in stories in 
the Bible is the very uncertainty of flowing substance.  Anyone who has traveled down a river or been caught 
in a storm on a lake or in the ocean knows that it can get wild at any time on the water. 
 
And as anyone knows from their years in this world, life can be the same way.  We strive for ongoing stability 
and peace in our lives.  But, the truth is, we simply do not know what each day may bring.  It could be a peace-
ful and quiet day, but the next could present us with illness, injury, death, or other sadness.  As each of the sto-
ries throughout our VBS will reveal, God promises that he is with us no matter what life brings us, no matter 
how wild or peaceful each day may be. 
 
To demonstrate that steadfastness of God, here are the stories that will be learned throughout the week: 

Day 1:  Moses in the River.  From Exodus 2, we revisit the story of Israel’s peril when Pharaoh orders 
the newborn sons of the Hebrew slaves to be thrown into the Nile River to drown.  Moses would have 
been one of those babies were it not for God’s intervention.  He led Moses’ mother to place Moses into 
a basket to survive the river.  Pharaoh’s own daughter discovered his baby and raised him as her own.  
Moses would grow to become Israel’s redeemer, leading them out of Egypt and on to the Promised 
Land.  Moses’ story is a foreshadowing of Jesus’ own story.  Jesus was spared from death as a baby so 
that he could grow to become the world’s savior from sin, by giving up his own life for all on the cross. 

  
Day 2:  Joshua Leads Israel into Israel (Joshua 3–4).  Following Moses’ death, God’s presence rests 
upon Joshua, Moses’ assistant.  God promises Joshua that he will be with him always.  No one will be 
able to stand in his way.  Joshua then leads the Hebrew people, the children of Israel, into the promised 
land, which would become known as Israel.  Each enemy is conquered, giving God’s people the land 
he promised to them.  In the same way, God was faithful to Jesus, who is true God.  Jesus leads his 
people into the promised land of eternal life through the waters of Baptism. 

  
Day 3:  Naaman Is Cleansed of Leprosy (2 Kings 5:1–14).  Naaman was the commander of the army 
of Syria, but he had contracted leprosy, a dangerous skin-disease.  When a young and captured Hebrew 
girl tells him that a prophet of Israel could heal him, Naaman reluctantly agrees to seek out this  
prophet.  However, the prophet, Elisha, tells Naaman to wash in the Jordan seven times.  Skeptical at 
first, Naaman finally does as commanded and is cleansed.  In a similar way, the world scoffs at the idea 
that a simple washing in Baptism can cleanse from all sin, and yet that is exactly what God promises 
(Acts 2:38) as Jesus himself instituted (Matthew 28:19–20). 

VBS 2018 Preview! 
Splash Canyon  

continued 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For Peace and Comfort: the family of Marlene (sister in law of Joan ) who passed away 
 

Hospitalized: Norm , Michael -son of Karen  
 

Following Surgery:  Bob , Chris  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Jan, Judy, Cindy-daughter in law of Bob & Joan, Lucille, Bob, Judy-sister of Larry, Dan-brother of Bon-
nie , Bill-son in law of Dave & Donna,  Lois, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel-niece of Judy, Cathy-sister of Millie, Dale-brother in law of Ellie , Ste-
phen-son of Ken, Merv, John, Todd-grandson of Harold, Tom  
 

For Strength, Hope and Peace:  Anna -mother of Bill  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Dan-father of Beth, Philip-son of Starley, Johnny-son in law of Letty, Jeannette, Joan, Nancy, Maxine  
 

For our Military:  Nick, Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Heath ,  
Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom  
For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus 
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

  

Day 4:  Paul Survives a Shipwreck (Acts 27:13–44).  God had a lot of important work for Paul to do as 
his apostle to the world.  Going against the advice of Paul, the owners of the ship Paul was on decided to 
set sail.  They ended up in a great storm that nearly lost all of their lives.  However, God had revealed to 
Paul that he would stand before the Caesar and so would not die on that ship, nor would anyone on board 
with him.  The ship ultimately ran ashore and all were saved.  While we have no such promise from God 
to avoid harm and danger in this life, we know that God protects us from eternal death and destruction 
by the work of Jesus, and we pray continually that God would “deliver us from evil,” as Jesus taught us 
to pray. 

  

Day 5:  Jesus Is Baptized (Matthew 3:13–17).  Each of the Gospels records the important event of  
Jesus’ baptism.  While Jesus had no sin to be forgiven in baptism, he did need to do all things in order to 
fulfill the Law and thus all righteousness.  So, like all sinners, Jesus was baptized too.  Stepping into our 
place in those waters, Jesus then stepped in our place in every moment of his life, yet he never sinned.  
He then gave that perfect life lived for us as a sacrifice for us by dying on the cross.  This is the chief act 
of our salvation, our redemption: Jesus Christ and him crucified! 

 

These great stories will take center stage at our VBS and will showcase God’s great work of conquering over 
the uncertainties of water and of this life to give peace, comfort, and hope for his people, rooted in the assurance 
of eternal salvation because of Jesus.  You are invited to read and study these stories right along with our VBS 
students.  Please do keep all VBS preparations, volunteers, and students in your prayers as many from our  
community are brought into contact with our church and school, and most importantly, with our Lord and  
Savior Jesus Christ.  Pray to our Lord that he would make good use of our VBS as a pathway into our church 
and school so that many more can keep hearing the Word of Christ and can remain anchored in the Word of 
God in the midst of life’s wild ride. 
 

In the ever-faithful truth of Christ’s Word and promise, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 



Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the second  

Thursday of each month to Original Pancake 
House for food, fellowship, devotion and 

prayers led by Pastor Caithamer.  Please join 

us this month on Thursday, June 14th, at 
7:00am. 

     Teachers Needed - Summer Sunday 
School will begin June 3, and we are in 
need of teachers.  Please prayerfully  
consider helping in this capacity.  You are 
welcome to sign up for one week or many 
weeks.  You can pick the date(s) you 
teach, as well as the grade level.  All materials will be  
provided ahead of time.  This is a great chance to help our 
Sunday school program without a long-term  
commitment.  A sign-up sheet has been posted on the  
bulletin board outside the fellowship hall.  Volunteers will 
be contacted with additional information.    

MARY MARTHA COFFEE 
Mary Martha will meet at 1:30 p.m. on June 
14 in the church overflow.  Our speaker will 
be School Principal Tim Gabbert.  All women 
of the church are welcome to attend. 

E.A.T. Night For 
June!!!    

The June E.A.T. night will be at 
Oberweis Ice Cream & Dairy 
Store in Champaign on Monday, 
June 11, ALL DAY!  Oberweis is giving back 15% 
of our purchases!  Bring in the flyer to make 
sure that 15% of the proceeds will be donated to 
St. John Lutheran School.  E.A.T. Nights will  
continue this summer!  Information will be  
available as soon as dates are confirmed.  
Thanks to all who have come out to enjoy a 
great meal with family and friends.   

 

We have raised a total of $2545.78 

St. John Lutheran Church  
Vacation Bible School 2018 

June 18-22, 9-11:30am 
 God’s Promise on  

Life’s Wild Ride 
 

Life is full of thrills and spills; we may not know what’s 
around the bend, but God does! At Splash Canyon, kids 
discover that, on life’s wild ride, Jesus is by our side. 
God saves us through Jesus and gives us life and hope 
every day and forever.  Registration is open for children 
3 years old to completed 5th grade. Come along with us 
as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, 
play awesome games, and more. Plus, you’ll learn in Je-
sus, the victory is won! Can’t wait to see you there!  
 

Register online at www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign. 
 

Be a part of Splash Canton VBS!  Youth (completed 6th-
12th grade) and adult volunteers are needed!  If you can 
help full or part time, we have many ways to be in-
volved to suit your schedule and interests.  A sign-up 
sheet is posted by the Fellowship Hall.  E-mail, for more 
information or if you have any questions. 

Thank You, Sunday School  
Teachers! 

A huge Thank You goes to those who 
served as Sunday School teachers 
during the 2017-18 school year.  They 

are:  Katie, Sara, Karen, Stephanie, Marlene, Vanessa, Ja-
net, Cindy, Karen, Bill, and Pam.  Thank you for giving of 
your time to help our children grow in their faith.   



On the last day of school (Friday, June 1) we will hold  
chapel at 8:05am in the Sanctuary.  Immediately  

following chapel we will have our final awards ceremony of 
the school year.   

We are looking forward to recognizing our  
graduating class of eighth graders!  All are welcome 

to attend our graduation service. 

Congratulations to the St. John  
8th Grade Class of Obedience  

 

Tyler  
Blake , Valedictorian 

John Paul  
Elizabeth , Salutatorian 

Noah  
Lexie  
Olivia  

 

We pray that God would guard them, 
guide them, and bless them as they grow! 

Before you start your Spring planting, purchase $10 
Prairie Gardens Gift Cards.   PTF receives $2 from 

each card sold. Gift cards may be used on any  
purchase at Prairie Gardens.  The cards do not expire 

and will carry a balance if you spend less than $10.  
The money earned from this fundraiser goes towards 

items that the teachers or school need to purchase, 
family fun events throughout the school year, and  

special requests from the 
teachers for classroom 
items.  Gift cards are 
available now in the 

school office! 

Thank you!  
Thank you!  
Thank you! 
 
One good act leads to another 
and the impact grows. Thanks to 
eligible members of Thrivent  
Financial, that's what we have experienced through the 
Thrivent Choice program.  Many of you directed your 
Choice Dollars to St. John Lutheran Church and School. 
Since the last church bulletin informing members of the 
deadline for 2017, an additional $366 was directed to 
our church and $437 to our school for a total of $3,594. 
The funding received from Thrivent Financial through 
this program is continuing our important mission. Other 
Thrivent Choice Dollars were directed to many other fine 
organizations. Thank you for your support.  

Beginning June 4: 
 
Church Office hours will be 
10:00am to 2:00pm. 
 
School Office hours will be 
8:00am to 11:00am. 

Stewardship Corner: 
The account of the brothers Cain and Abel (Genesis 

4:3-5) exemplifies how giving or lack thereof reveals 

what is in the heart.  Abel raised animals while Cain 

worked the soil and harvested grain.  Abel loved the 

Lord and, in faith, gave Him the firstfruits of his flock.  

However, Cain, lacking faith, merely gave some of the 

harvest.  The Lord honored Abel’s offering because it 

was given in faith, but He was not pleased with Cain’s 

offerings.  As we examine our giving, we should ask 

ourselves whether God is getting our best or just our 

leftovers.  Is our giving a proper response to God’s 

love to us?  As we read and meditate on His Word 

and participate in the Sacraments, God changes our 

hearts so that we are willing to give Him our best. 

St. John Lutheran Church has been  given permission 
to sell CD’s and flash drives of the 150th anniversary 

book, “A History of Saint John Lutheran Church 
Champaign Illinois.”  The CD is prices at $1 and the 

flash drive for $2.  If you wish to have this complete  
e-copy of the 150th anniversary book please contact 

the church office at 359-1123.   



Mission Statement:   
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are  

rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

      Music Notes      
 

Our Men’s and Mixed Choirs have concluded their service for the Spring.  Once again, we thank 
them and look forward to their return at the end of the Summer.  
 
Our handbell choir has one more performance to share: 
 
Alleluia Ringers Last rehearsal Wednesday June 6 
   Last Sunday June 10       8:00  (& 10:45 Prelude)     
 
If you are an instrumentalist who hasn’t already joined in our worship music making, the Summer 
is an excellent time to play something.  I would be glad to work with you to rehearse, suggest rep-
ertoire, etc. at your convenience.  Don’t be shy!  
 
New pipes are being made in Europe for the organ renovation work, which will start in earnest in 
the church in the Fall.  More good sounds to come! 

 

Soli Deo Gloria!  Keith Williams 

From the Finance Board 
In an effort to keep the members of St. John  
informed about the financial condition of the Church we are 
including information about our current financial situation.  
The Collapsed Income and Expense report on the next page 
shows the amount of income and expenses for the year to 
date. Below is a report showing the quantity of envelope giv-
ing for the month of April 2018. 
 

 

May God continue to bless all the members of  
St. John! 
 

Finance Board 

Quantity of  
Envelopes   
Apr  2018 

Monthly  
Dollar Amount 

145 0 

117 $1-$250 

45 $251-$500 

13 $501-$750 

12 $751-$1000 

8 $1001 and up 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
MAY 
   

 

Sundays  8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
May 6 164 139 109   85 
May 13 201 171 126 106 
May 20     157 119 111   99 
May 27  
 

  

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm 
 May 2 26 20  

 Ascension Thu May 10 63 58 
 May 16 26 20 
 May 23 13 10 



2018-2019 OFFICERS SERVING THE CONGREGATION 
 

(for full names and emails see printed copy) 
 

President Bill  Vice-President Mike  Secretary Karen  
                       
Treasurer Andy  Financial Secretary Robert  
  
 

Elders Kurt   Dan     Rick     
   
  

  Stephen  Kendall    Larry  
   
  

  John   Bob     Herb   
   
 

  Rex   Terry     David  
   

  Dan   Joe     Jeremy   
    
 

 Dan  *Larry   
   
  
School Board   
 Starley  Jon  
 Sara Roger  
 Tony  Maxine  
 Bill    

  
Trustees Alex  Steve  
 Larry  Beth 
 Rick  Ron 
 Don  _______________ (Term 1, Year 2) 

  
Evangelism Karen  
                   __________________ Vice-Chair 
  

Stewardship Dan  
 __________________ Vice-Chair 
 

Parish Education Faith  
  Don  
 

Youth Board Kim  
 Kylene  
 

Fellowship Board Marlene  
 Janet  
 

Finance Board Lynn  
 Lyle  

 



1 Mike, Andy, Earl  
2 Pastor Caithamer, Peter  
3 Brian , Lisa  
4 Amy Jo, Justin, Lela, Beth  
5 Taylor, Letty  
6 Marilyn  
7 Karla, Audrina, Jill, Bob  
8 Gerald, Christina  
9 Mark  
10 Kailey, Ann, Milo  
11 Kevin, Jennifer, Diane, Randy  
12 Wayne  
13 Faith, Isaac, Callie  
14 Shane, John, Mary, Haley  
15 Neil, Kim  
16 Sam, Daniel, Ashleigh, Katie, Hannah, Hannah  
17 JoAnne, James  
18 Jim, Dale, Linda  
19 Erin, Rick , Jodie, Abby  
20 Tony, Opal, Joe, Austin  
21 Charles  

22 Jane, Taylor, Louise  
23 Lucille, Jacklyn, Pam, Lucas 
24 Bob, Lydia, Carol, Jayne , Carol  
25 John, Earl  
26 Hannah, Evan, David, Elizabeth  
27 Lois, Pam, Jill, Timmie, Dorothy  
28 Lucille, Betty  
29 Shelli, Elise  
30 Tyler  

2 David & Carol (39); Blake & Nancy (40); Sean & 

Rachel (1); Duane & Juleigh (28); Dan & Julie (34); 

Jay & Carol (28) 

4 Earl & Barb (63) 

5 Jason & Nicci (25) 

6 Dan & Faith (26); Kevin & Carmin (31);Wally & Lisa

(31) 

7 Seth & Melissa (24); Dan & Beth (21); Jim & Robin 

(27); Ron & Carol (49) 

9 David & Cindy (28) 

10 Dan & Allison (12) 

14 Rex & Cynthia (21) 

15 Richard & Shirley (61) 

17 Roger & Charlotte (51) 

18 Raymond & Debbie (30); Scott & Rebecca (7); Louis & 

JoAnne (52) 

 

19 Aziz & Amy (8); David & Karen (36) 

20 David & Monica (25); Doug & Lynn (3) 

21 Mark & Sherry (27) 

22 Brian & Pam (33); John & Beth (16); Neal & Deanna 

(5) 

23 Ralph & Renae (50) 

24 Fred & Geneice (57); Duane & Chris (46)  

25 Brian & Penny (30) 

27 Rick & Ronda (43) 

28 Walt & Jill (32) 

29 Steve & Vanessa (22) 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
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