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Miraculous Mission: Jesus Saves the World!
Vacation Bible School, June 17–21, 2019
Each summer, we are blessed to host our Vacation Bible School (VBS)! It is a blessing because we get to see a lot
of familiar faces from our church, school, and community. And we also get to meet new people who have not yet
walked through our doors. God has truly used VBS to bring parents and children alike into contact with the Gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ. And that is the most important part of our VBS, that it is centered in Jesus Christ. We
know well that we can spruce up any old thing and make it look good on the outside, but the core is what deserves
the most attention. The songs, the skits, the games, the crafts, and the snacks are all fun and exciting. But, it is the
Gospel of Jesus that is what gives eternal life and salvation. That giving of life and salvation is what our VBS is
about again this year, with the title being Miraculous Mission: Jesus Saves the World.
Concordia Publishing House (CPH), our synod’s publishing arm, has this summary of our VBS:
At the center of every lesson is God’s gracious gift of Jesus, who is the fulfillment of the Law and is our
Savior from sin, death, and the devil. Inspired by real stories from the real Bible, we equip volunteers to
teach kids about the real Savior, Jesus. Through God’s Word shared in every activity, kids discover God’s
miraculous mission to save the world through the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus our Savior.
Each day, our VBS will cover a different story from the Bible that reveals just how powerful our God is and what
he has done to save us for all eternity with him.
Day 1
God Made the Universe
Genesis 1–2:2
You and I attempt to do what God has given us to do each day, but even then, we do not do as well as we can. And
you are just one person, as am I. God, however, has made the entire universe. And he keeps it in his good hands.
He continues to care for every last atom of his creation, perfectly. To us, every action of God is a miracle, for it is
beyond our understanding how God can create and sustain an entire universe, when we can only manage our own
lives. To God, his work is no miracle, but is simply what he does out of love for you and for me. Our students on
this day will grow to appreciate the very truth that God has created them and still loves them as they learn from
Genesis 1 and 2.
Day 2
God Promises a Savior
Genesis 12:1–7, 15:1–6
We know the Bible says that to God, a thousand years is as a day and a day is as a thousand years (2 Peter 3:8).
What seems like a long time to us is really as no time to God. Time is a part of God’s creation. God gave the sun
and the moon and the stars so that we could track the passing of time and of seasons. Yet, God is certainly not
bound by time. It does not matter how long it may seem to take, God will always keep his promises, in his perfect
timing. Immediately after Adam’s fall into sin, God promised the Savior from sin. He would not be born into this
world until thousands of years later. God’s promise to Abraham, which our students will read from Genesis 12 and
15, was only begun to be realized in Abraham’s lifetime. It would find its total fulfillment in Jesus, still centuries
to come.
Day 3
Jesus the Savior Is Born
Matthew 2:1–12
The promise to Abraham is completed in the birth of Jesus, as many of the Old Testament prophecies find their
“yes” in Jesus. The birth story of Jesus from Matthew 2:1–12 will demonstrate for our students God’s hand in
bringing all of human history to a head in Jesus’ birth. How was it possible for the God of all the universe to be
conceived in woman and take on the form of man? Our minds cannot fathom this, but God’s Spirit enables us to
believe his Word to be true. And God did not send his Son into this world to show his great power and all that he
could do. Rather, God does the impossible in Jesus for you and for me, to redeem us lost and condemned sinners.
A Christmas celebration is always a fun experience in the midst of our summer reverie. Christ the Savior is born!
Day 4
Jesus the Savior Is Risen
Matthew 27:27–28:10
Even as we know that Jesus has taken on our flesh to redeem us, we also know that he does not do this with “gold
or silver, but with his holy, precious blood, and with his innocent suffering and death.” This day of VBS brings our
students face-to-face with what we have rooted all of our days in: the death and resurrection of Jesus, as found in

Matthew 27 and 28. Our students will get to hear the Gospel story itself, in all of its Godly splendor. That Jesus Christ
was born into this world to save sinners, to save us by his death on the cross and his resurrection from the dead, is truly
a realization unlike any other, better than any other.
Day 5
Jesus the Savior Reigns
Acts 1:1–11; Luke 24:44–53
We always love when our VBS ends with a concentrated look into the future. The facades of crystal balls and palm
reading fail miserably where our Lord and Savior rightly predicts what is to come. The God over all time knows all that
will happen. And he reveals that truth to us in Acts 11:1–11 and Luke 24:44–53, promising in Jesus’ ascension that our
Lord Jesus will return for us. On that great and final day of this world, our Lord Jesus will take us to the most glorious
world still to come, the new heavens and the new earth. If Christ were not raised from the dead, and if we were not
promised to rise with him, then our hope would be in vain, for this life would be all there is. How sad! But thanks be to
God it is not true! God’s glorious kingdom awaits all those who believe Jesus, true hope indeed!
As always, your prayers and support for our VBS are desired and greatly appreciated! We are blessed to have many
volunteers each year, as well as many students at our VBS. We look forward to a wonderful week of Bible stories,
singing, skits, crafts, games, snacks, and fun and fellowship together.
VBS is June 17–21 this year, from the times of 9:00am to 11:30am. Registration for VBS is open! You can sign up
in the church office or online at vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign.
God grant you all peace and blessings these summer months as we continue on in the hearing of our Lord’s Gospel and
in the receiving his forgiveness in Word and Sacrament!
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Linda Plotner & family at the death of husband Charles, the family of Lucille Finn at her
death, Steve & Pam Haase and family at the death of son-in-law Phillip Meadows, George & Karen Lewis at the
death of daughter Kathy Lewis

Hospitalized: Lavina Krenmeyer
Following Surgery: Karen, Jeff-brother of Tim
For Healing and Recovery: Butch, Norma, Nicholas, Merv, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy -mother of Rochelle, Phil -friend of Jan ,
Rebecca -daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Michael, Joe, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Lois, Ellie, Todd-grandson of
Harold , John, Tom

In Thanksgiving: a son born to Scott & Taylor on May 20th
For Successful Treatments: Linda, Phyllis, Roxy, Todd -husband of Kim, Dan-father of Beth, Philip-son of Starley, Jeanette,
Joan, Nancy, Shawn-sister of Maxine
For our Military: Adam, Joshua, Nick, Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor
Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited the second
Thursday of each month to
Original Pancake House for
food, fellowship, devotion
and prayers led by Pastor
Caithamer. Please join us
this month on Thursday,
June 13th, at
7:00am.

Mary Martha will meet
Thursday, June 13 at 1:30
p.m. in the church overflow. All ladies of the
congregation are welcome
to join us. The cookbooks
will be ready in June and
will be sold in between
services for $10 each.

Organ Concert by
Keith Williams
St. John Lutheran Church
Sunday, June 9 @ 4:00pm

A reception will follow in
the Fellowship Hall hosted
by the Alleluia Ringers,
Men’s and Mixed Choirs
1ST ANNUAL ST. JOHN
CRAFT FAIR

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

More information about reserving booth space and
other details coming soon.
Contact the school office
with any questions.

Senior Women's Luncheon-first Thursday of each month at 12:30pm at

Arby's on Springfield Avenue. Widow's Group has decided to open up our monthly
luncheon to any senior women in the church who would like to attend. It's just a
social gathering. Feel free to join us.
Plans for numerous upcoming events at St. John are
scheduled for both summer and fall. One activity is a
combined Stewardship/Fellowship Sunday on July
28th. A guest speaker is planned for both services
followed by a potluck dinner including home-made
ice cream. The voter’s meeting will conclude the
afternoon. Everyone is invited for an expected good
day. Watch for further details in upcoming newsletters and bulletins.
Dan Berg—Stewardship Chairman

The school staff would like to say thank you for all the time,
support and donations you have given this school year. Thank
you just doesn't seem enough but we appreciate your generosity
throughout the year. What a blessing you are to our church and
school. Your servant heart is a wonderful witness to all.
THE TRUSTEES are asking for your help. We would like to develop a landscaping program for our church property and need the help from a landscape
architect. If you can assist with this project please speak with Rick or any of
the Trustees.

St. John Lutheran Church
Vacation Bible School 2019
June 17-21, 9:00-11:30am
Lift off with
Miraculous Mission:
Jesus Saves the World
In this big vast, amazing universe, we sometimes feel small and on our own.
Yet God loves us each so much he sent Jesus, His Son, to be our Savior. Join
us to explore God’s miraculous mission, as we learn about His plan of salvation, from creation to the cross. We have lift off! Registration is open for
children 3 years old to completed 5th grade. Come along with us as we sing
fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, and
more. Can’t wait to see you there!

To register, register online at www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign
Email if you have any questions.
Be a part of Miraculous Mission VBS! Youth (completed 6th -12th grade) and adult
volunteers are needed! If you can help full or part time, we have many ways to be
involved to suit your schedule and interests. A sign-up sheet is posted by the Fellowship Hall. Email if you have any questions. Also, if you are unable to volunteer during
the week of VBS, you can donate any items or supplies that we may need to make
the week a success. Please keep checking the bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall.

I want to Thank You for reaching out to me and
supporting me, after the death of my Mother and also
during my treatments. I’m truly blessed to be a
member of this congregation. Linda
We want to thank our Sunday School teachers, who have served joyfully and faithfully this year. Mike and Karen, Sara, Karen, Don, Cindy,
Janet, Sara, Stephanie, Karen, Bill, Marlene. And a thank you to Faith
and Susan for their willingness to substitute. The Lord has blessed us
with a wonderful staff.

Summer Sunday School -We begin our summer Sunday School
schedule on June 2nd. On 6/2 & 6/9 K-5 will meet in the Sanctuary for
an opening. The rest of the Sundays the children will go straight to their
classrooms. We look forward to seeing everyone in Sunday School
through the summer where we can strengthen our faith and build
friendships. Please see the sign up sheet on bulletin board by the fellowship hall. We are in need of volunteers to teach through the summer
to give our teachers a break. You will find it a joy and a blessing to work
with the children. Weekly lessons will be in the church office in a labeled
folder. Any questions contact Cindy Jones. Thank you.

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
MAY
Sundays
May 5
May 12
May 19
May 26

8:00 Comm
153
175
162
163

136
162
133
141

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm
May 1
May 8
May 15
May 22

19
18
20
20

18
17
18
18

Thursday - Ascension
May 30

Music Notes
Adult Choirs schedule for June
Sunday, June 2

8:00 Men’s Choir

Wednesday, June 5

6:00 Final Handbell rehearsal;

Thursday, June 6

6:00 Final Mixed Choir rehearsal

Sunday, June 9
(Pentecost)

8:00 Alleluia Ringers (+10:45 Prelude)
10:45 Mixed Choir

Thank you to all the singers, ringers, and instrumentalists who contribute their time and talent to our worship services throughout the year!
Singers and ringers will return in September.
Sunday, June 9 at 4:00
Organ Rededication and Concert.
We will sing a hymn, rededicate our renovated pipe organ to the
Glory of God, and Keith will play music of Bach (of course), Bolcom,
Buxtehude, Durufle, Johnson, Manz, Praetorius, and Walther. A
reception will follow in the Fellowship Hall. I hope you’ll join us!

Mission Statement:

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

10:45 Comm
158

111

109
110

71
97

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

Mike, Andy, Earl
Pastor Jeff Caithamer, Peter
Brian, Lisa
Amy Jo, Justin, Lela, Beth
Taylor, Letty
Marilyn
Karla, Chelsea, Jill, Bob
Gerald, Evan, Christina
Mark
Kailey, Ann, Milo
Kevin, Jennifer, Diane, Randy
Wayne
Faith, Isaac, Callie
Shane, John, Mary, Haley
Neil, Kim
Sam, Daniel, Ashleigh, Katie, Hannah, Hannah
JoAnne, James
Zayne, Jake, Jim, Dale, Linda
Erin, Rick, Jodie, Abby
Tony, Opal, Joe, Austin

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Charles
Jane, Taylor, Louise
Jacklyn, Pam, Lucas
Bob, Lydia, Carol, Jayne, Carol
John, Earl
Hannah, Evan, David, Elizabeth
LoisPam, Jill, Timmie , Dorothy
Betty
Shelli, Elise
Tyler

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
2
4
5
6
7
9
10
14
15
17
18
19
20
21

David & Carol (40); Blake & Nancy (41); Sean &
Rachel (2); Duane & Juleigh (29); Dan & Julie (35);
Jay & Carol (29)
Earl & Barb (64)
Jason & Nicci (26)
Dan & Faith (27); Kevin & Carmin (32); Wally & Lisa
(32)
Seth & Melissa (25); Dan & Beth (22); Jim & Robin
(28); Ron & Carol (50)
Will & Olivia (1); David & Cindy (29); Cole & Morgan
(1)
Dan & Allison(13)
Rex & Cynthia (22)
Richard & Shirley (62)
Roger & Charlotte (52); Tim & Vicki (13)
Raymond & Debbie (31); Scott & Rebecca (8); Louis &
JoAnne (53)
Aziz & Amy (9); David & Karen (37)
David & Monica (26); Doug & Lynn (4)
Mark & Sherry (28)

22 Brian & Pam (34); John & Beth (17); Neal & Deanna
(6)
23 Ralph & Renae (51)
24 Fred & Geneice (58); Duane & Chris (47)
25 Brian & Penny (31)
27 Rick & Ronda (44)
28 Walt & Jill (33)
29 Steve & Vanessa (23)

2019

…yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the
law but through faith in Jesus Christ… Galatians 2:16a

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 9th & 23rd
at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Caithamer’s

Summer Hours:
Church Office
10:00am-2:00pm

day off: Fridays

School Office
359-1714

Thu

School Office
9:00am-12:00pm

4

5

6

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Fellowship Board,
Trustees
6:30 School Board

5:45 Summer Book Club
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Senior Women’s
Luncheon
6:00 Mixed Choir

13

9 Pentecost

10

11

12

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
4:00 Organ Concert

6:00 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Summer Book Club
7:15 Holy Communion

16 The Holy Trinity

17

18

19

6:00 Council

5:45 Summer Book Club
7:15 Holy Communion

23 2nd Sunday after Pentecost
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

E.A.T. @ Scotty’s
Brewhouse TBA

30 3rd Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

V a c a t i o n

24

Sat
1

2 7th Sunday of Easter 3

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
Father’s Day

Fri

B i b l e

S c h o o l

26
5:45 Summer Book Club
7:15 Holy Communion

14

15

21

22

Newsletter Deadline

9:00am

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

8

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
1:30 Mary Martha

20

25

7

27

to

11:30am

28

29

