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Greetings to you all in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! 
 

As I write this to you the season of Easter has come to an end, along with the first half of the Church year.  If 
you had told me at Christmas that we would not be in church for Easter and that we would be absent from 
our regular services for over two months, I would not have believed you!  Yet, here we are. 
 

We find ourselves now in Phase 3 of Illinois’ plan, but with the strict restrictions on churches having been lift-
ed.  As much as we would love for all things at church to be back to normal, it is wise and best to take a slower 
approach.  With that in mind, I am pleased to say that we will be resuming “in-person” services on Sunday, 
June 7 at 8am and 10:45am and Wednesday, June 10 at 7:15pm! 
 

On Sunday and Wednesday, when we return to our worship services, a few health parameters will be in 
place, and we ask that all members follow them and give proper respect to all in attendance (as I know you all 
do already!).  Some may or may not agree with all that is taking place.  Some may think the measures are too 
strict or are not strict enough.  We all have our opinions and we are all brothers and sisters in Christ who are 
owed proper respect and are called to show our Christian love and kindness to each other. 
 

If, for any reason, you are not comfortable yet in returning to worship at St. John, your decision to remain 
home will be received with great respect.  No one should feel obligated or inclined to resume attending 
church services in person just because these services are resuming.  The elders and I have met to create a plan 
for St. John in returning to in-person and on-site worship services.   
 

The following measures are made known to you so as to minimize surprises when first we return to services: 
 

Things to know before returning to church: 
  

 Normal service times of 8:00am and 10:45am will resume on Sunday, June 7, 2020, and on Wednesday, 
June 10, 2020 at 7:15pm. 

 

 A recorded service will continue to be available each week at our website for those who choose to re-
main at home.  Smaller communion services will remain available during the week for those not at-
tending on Sunday. 

 

 Services will be limited to 100 people.  Sign up/registration for each service will be achieved through 
contact with Pastor Caithamer ( revcaithamer-at-stjohn-lcms.org) or the church office (217.359.1123). 

 

 Hymnals, attendance cards, and pew pencils have been removed until otherwise determined. 
 

 Commonly touched surfaces (i.e. tops of pew backs; pew arm rests; door handles; rest rooms) will be 
thoroughly sanitized. 

 

What to know when entering the church: 
 

 Inner sets of double doors at east and west side entrances to the church will be propped open to mini-
mize handle contact. 

 

 Hand sanitizer will be available in the narthex/entrance area of the church. 
 

 Entrance to the sanctuary will be available through the overflow area of the church. 
 

 Bulletins will include the entire service and will be available for pickup in the overflow area of the 
church upon arrival into the sanctuary. 

 



 Offering plates will be available in the overflow area near the bulletins. 
 

 Every other pew in the sanctuary will be available for seating to allow for safe, social distancing.  Please 
allow safe distances between household groups in the pews.  Pews that are open and closed will alter-
nate with each service. 

 

 With the expectation that appropriate social distancing will be practiced, wearing of masks will be op-
tional.  Additional masks may be found on the narthex table. 

 

What to expect during the service: 
 

 Singing of liturgy and hymns is permitted, but may be performed without music (a cappella) depending 
on musician availability.  Group recitations within the service are also permitted. 

 

 The Lord’s Supper will be administered in “continuous” fashion (aka, walk-through or “convention” 
style).   

 

▪ One side of the sanctuary will commune at a time, self-dismissing one pew at a time, approach-

ing the front of the church down the center aisle.  Communicants will return to their pews 
down the side aisles, similar to our normal practice.   

 

▪ Pastor and elders will wash their hands immediately prior to distributing the Lord’s Supper.  

Elders serving the Lord’s Supper will be masked. 
 

▪ Both individual cups and the chalice will be available.  Purificators soaked in alcohol will be 

used to wipe the chalice between communicants.  Individual cups will be placed in the tray in 
every other space.  Used individual cups shall be placed in the provided receptacle next to the 
elder holding the individual cup tray. 

 

 Children may still come forward for a blessing. 
 

What to expect when the service ends: 
 

 Elders will dismiss one pew at a time beginning in the back of the sanctuary. 
 

 It is requested that socializing after the service be done outside of the church building. 
 

What will happen between services: 
 

 Common surface areas in the sanctuary will be sanitized. 
 

 Bathrooms will be sanitized. 
 

 Coffee and donuts will not yet be available. 
 

 Adult Bible class and Sunday school will not yet be conducted. 
 
“I was glad when they said to me, ‘Let us go to the house of the LORD!’” (Psalm 122:1).  And how glad we will 
be to return to our Lord’s house, whether this Sunday or in the near future.  Thank you for your prayers and 
support during these times.  You continue to be in my prayers as we take a great step toward returning to our 
normal practices, by God’s good grace! 
 

In Christ’s service, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 
 



 

 
 

 
 
 
For Peace and Comfort: Pastor and Katie 
Caithamer and family at the death of Katie’s 
Aunt Nancy, Blake and Nancy Hubert and 
family at the death of daughter  
Suzzanna, Jack and Julie and  
family at the death of Julie’s step-Uncle Kenneth, Star-
ley and family at the death of son Philip 
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Tom, Linda, Jan, Deb -sister 
of Pam, Cookie, Opal, Chris, Hendricks -grandson of 
Dan & Joanie, Jim, John, Maria, Merv, Brett -cousin of 
the Kindts’, Jessica -granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Ja-
cob -great grandson of Bob & Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, 
Judy-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca -daughter of Marvin 
& Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, 
Todd -grandson of Harold  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Earl, Jayne, Linda, 
Roxy, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy  
 

For our Military:  Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, 
Zachary, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson 
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo  
Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar  
Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and 
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite 
and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

Offerings – As you have supported St. John with 
your tithes and offerings before, it is important to 
continue doing so, even now, as you are able.  Your 
offerings can still be brought directly to the church 
from 10-2 each day.  An offering plate and box are 
located on the counter in front of you as you enter.  
You can also mail your offerings to the church, 
though our treasurer reminds us not to send cash.  
We are also now able to receive contributions to St. 
John electronically.  PayPal, Venmo, Google Pay, 
and Amazon Payments are all available.  You do 
need to have an account with the service you 
choose.  When asked, you can send your electronic  
contributions to this email  
address:  contributions –at– stjohn-lcms.org    And 
of course you can still 
have your bank trans-
fer funds directly to 
St. John for your of-
fering purposes.   

Holy Communion – Pastor Caithamer will 
continue to offer Holy Communion during 
the week.  Days and times may vary.  More 
information to come.  Feel free to email 
Pastor with any questions.  

60
th

 Ordination Anniversary for  
Pastor Ehlers!! 

 
We rejoice with Pastor and Mar Ehlers and their 
family as they look to celebrate Pastor Ehlers’ 60th 
anniversary of his ordination into the Office of the 
Holy Ministry.  On June 26, 1960, Pastor Don  
Ehlers was ordained as a pastor at a mission 
church called Trinity Lutheran Church in Lisle,  
Chicago, his first congregation.  He has actively 
served from that day to the present.  In, 1965,  
Pastor Ehlers accepted the call to serve at St. John 
Lutheran Church in Omaha, Nebraska and was 
there for 4 years.  In 1968, Pastor Ehlers then  
accepted the call to St. John Lutheran Church,  
Champaign, Illinois as associate pastor, becoming 
the sole pastor in 1975.  After 29 years of service to 
St. John, Pastor Ehlers retired from the ministry, but 
his service was not completed.  He continued to 
serve as a vacancy pastor and substitute pastor at  
various congregations in the eastern region of the 
Central Illinois District.  Pastor Ehlers is well-
respected among fellow clergy and well-loved by 
those blessed to call him pastor.  And every step of 
the way, Pastor’s wife, Mar, was by his side.  She 
gave her husband the support he needed, caring for 
their children and worshiping in the pews week in 
and week out.  In celebration of Pastor Ehlers’ 60th  
ordination anniversary, we praise God from whom 
all blessings for the faithful work and service of  
Pastor Don Ehlers, and for the love and support 
given by his wife and children. 

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a 
list of members’ email addresses so he can communicate 
with the congregation.  If you are not receiving these 
email communications, please call the church office with 
your email address so we can add you to the list. 



St. John Lutheran Church  
Vacation Bible School 2020 

 At Rainforest Explorers, learn how Jesus is our  
ultimate guide in the rainforest and in life.  He 
leads us to the treasure of eternal life, and He will 
never leave us.  We are moving forward with an 
online option.  More information to come.   

 
 

New Church Photo Directory Dates: 
We have rescheduled the church photo 
directory for the following dates:  August 
4 and 5, 18, 19, and 20 and 31; Sep 1. 
More information will be shared in future 
bulletins and newsletters.  

School office hours for 
the summer are  

9:00am -12:00pm. 

E.A.T. Night Summary  
2019-2020 

E.A.T Nights will resume soon. 
Thank you to all who have participated and  
enjoyed a meal with other St. John families!  

This year we have eaten at Jarlings, Oberwies & 
that burger joint, Portillo’s, Billy Barooz,  

Culver’s, Texas Roadhouse, Panera, Monical’s, 
and Chick-fil-A.  The school has earned over 

$2000! 

   St. John  
Golf Outing 

  

U of I Golf Course 

Sat., September 26h
 

  

 More information, including registration 

forms will be available in August. 

More information 
about reserving 
booth space and  

other details  
Coming 

soon.   Contact 
the school  

office with any 
questions. 

Stewardship Corner 
 
King David wrote, “The Lord is my light and my 
salvation; whom shall I fear?  The Lord is the 
stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be 
afraid!”  (Psalm27:1).  What are you afraid of?  
Losing your job?  Getting sick?  Your children are 
floundering?  Certainly when these things happen, 
there is cause for concern, but we are commanded 
never to be afraid.  Countless times throughout 
Scripture, God exhorts us to trust Him, to be strong 
in His might, to be of good courage, for He is with 
us.  God doesn’t promise that everything will turn 
out great if we follow and obey Him, but we are 
promised that He will never leave us and that He 
will give us strength.   

Tuesday Morning Adult Bible Class will resume the  
second week of June, which means we will be meeting on 
Wednesday, June 10th that week.  Hope to see you there, 
10:00am, Fellowship Hall.    

Keys and Fobs:  Please turn your keys and fobs 
in to the church office if your serving time has con-
cluded so we have enough to distribute to incom-
ing offers.   

The Food Pantry is running a bit low on some items.   
Donations of the following would be very much appre-
ciated:  jelly, pasta sauce, canned fruit, canned tuna.  
Please purchase normal sizes as many who come for 
food are pedestrians.   



Mission Statement:  
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,  

centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

Ram Rebate Gift Cards 
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and restau-
rants through Ram Rebate and a percentage will go 

towards your tuition or a school or church account of 
your choice.   Stop by the school office or visit 

www.shopwithscrip.com or 
www.myscripwallet.com for 
details.   In Stock cards are 

available during school office 
hours.   Orders will be placed 
as needed over the summer. 

       June Music Notes      
 
As of this writing, we are still under the Governor’s “stay at home” order until the end of this 
month.  At present it appears that thereafter, we will be required to continue limiting the size of our 
in-person gatherings for at least the short-term.   
 
Our “virtual hymn sings” in April and May were well received, and I once again ask for your sug-
gestions for another one on June 14. 
 
I will continue to record a more extended Prelude and Postlude for the Sunday morning services.    
Thank you for all of your supportive comments and requests regarding the “Wednesday music” I 
have been putting together each week.   I have enjoyed providing notes about all of the music, and 
look forward to doing more. 
 
We have established a routine for recording our weekly services for access through our website, 
which will continue.  We have now lived through the entirety of the Easter season together but 
separately.  God’s grace certainly continues strong even in these unique and challenging cir-
custances.  However, we all pray for the day when our entire community of faith can once again 
safely gather together for worship in the church building.   
 
There is conflicting information all around us about everything concerning the virus, including  the 
possible challenges to singing together once we resume in-person worship.  I continue to try to sort 
out the reality from the hype, and ask you to pray for me and all of us as we move together in un-
certain times.  
 
 
Soli Deo Gloria,  
 
Keith  

Many heartfelt thanks to all of you who brought 
in lids for the Little Lamb Buddy Bench project.  
The response was overwhelming and very very 
much appreciated!  The lids have been picked up 
and we will let you know when the bench is deliv-
ered.   

 

http://www.myscripwallet.com/


1 Mike, Andy, Earl  
2 Pastor Jeff Caithamer, Peter  
3 Lisa  
4 Amy Jo, Justin, Terry, Lela, Beth  
5 Taylor, Letty  
6 Marilyn  
7 Karla, Chelsea, Jill, Bob  
8 Gerald, Evan, Christina  
9 Mark  
10 Ann, Milo 
11 Kevin, Jennifer, Diane, Randy  
12 Wayne  
13 Callie  
14  John, Mary, Haley  
15   Neil, Kim  
16 Sam, Daniel, Ashleigh, Katie, Hannah, Hannah 
17   JoAnne, James 
18 Zayne, Jake, Jim, Dale  
19 Erin, Rick, Jodie, Abby  
20   Tony, Opal, Austin  
21   Charles  

22   Jane, Taylor, Louise  
23   Jacklyn, Lucas  
24 Lydia, Carol, Jayne, Carol  
25   John, Earl  
26 Hannah, Evan, David, Elizabeth  
27 Lois, Pam, Jill, Timmie, Dorothy  
28   Betty  
29   Elise  

2 David & Carol(41); Blake & Nancy(42); Sean & 
Rachel(3); Duane & Juleigh(30); Dan & Julie
(36); Jay & Carol(30) 

4 Earl & Barb (65) 
5 Jason & Nicci (27) 
6 Dan & Faith(28); Kevin & Carmin(33); Wally & 

Lisa(33) 
7 Seth & Melissa(26); Dan & Beth (23); Jim & 

Robin(29); Ron & Carol(51) 
9 Will & Olivia(2); David & Cindy(30); Cole & 

Morgan (2) 
10 Chris & Natalie(14), Dan & Allison (14) 
11 B.J. & Christina (15) 
14 Rex & Cynthia (23) 
15 Richard & Shirley (63) 
17 Roger & Charlotte (53); Tim & Vicki (14) 
18 Raymond & Debbie(32); Scott & Rebecca (9); 

Louis & JoAnne (54) 
19 Aziz & Amy (10); David & Karen (38) 
20 David & Monica (27); Doug & Lynn (5) 
21 Mark & Sherry (29) 
22 John & Beth (18); Neal & Deanna (7) 

23 Ralph & Renae (52) 
24 Fred & Geneice (59); Duane & Chris (48)  
25 Brian & Penny (32) 
27 Rick & Ronda (45) 
28 Walt & Jill (34) 
29 Steve & Vanessa (24) 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

Church Office  
359-1123 

 
School Office  

359-1714 

1 2 

6:00 Fellowship Board, 
        Trustees,  
        Evangelism 
6:30 School Board 

3 4 5 6 

7  The Holy Trinity 
   

  8:00 Holy Communion 
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

Worship Service  
also online 

8 
6:00 Finance Board 

9 
6:00 Elders 

10 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

11 
 

12 13 
 

14 2nd Sun after Pentecost 
   

  8:00 Holy Communion 
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

Worship Service  
also online 

15 
 

 

16 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Council 
 

17 
7:15 Holy Communion 

 

18 
   

19 20 

21 3rd Sun after Pentecost 
 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

Worship Service  
also online 

22 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

23 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  7:00 Youth Board 
 

24 
7:15 Holy Communion 

 

25 26 
 
 

27 

28 4th Sunday after Pentecost 
 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

Worship Service  
also online 

29 30 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:  Fridays 

 
 

Summer Hours: 
 

Church Office  
10:00am-2:00pm 

 

School Office  
9:00am-12:00pm 

  

2020 And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his 
purpose.  Romans 8:28 
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