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VBS 2021: God’s Wonder Lab
Jesus Does the Impossible!
Yes, you read that right! Vacation Bible School
is happening this year! That should not be such
a big deal, but this year it is! Last year, we attempted an online VBS of sorts, but this year we
are going back to our normal way. And we are
excited!
As the pandemic continues to wind down, more
vaccinations are received, and more and more
venues are returning to normal, we are overjoyed to be able to hold our VBS this summer in
much the same ways as we have done before.
At this point, masks will be optional, and class
sizes will be a bit more limited than usual. Other than that, we are planning to have our wonderful site rotation back in action! Opening,
music, Bible challenge, storytelling, crafts,
games, and snack will all be fully operational,
thanks be to God!
This year’s theme is God’s Wonder Lab, a VBS
created and published by our synod’s publishing
arm, Concordia Publishing House. This theme
will focus on key miracles of Jesus. Miracles,
by our human definition, are those events that
cannot be explained scientifically or by common
reason. And yet, Jesus told his disciples, “With
God, all things are possible” (Matthew 19:26).
While the miracles Jesus performs are impossible to us, they are not impossible to him. For
God, the miraculous is nothing more than normal. He speaks and everything happens as he
desires. It does not get anymore miraculous or
powerful than that!

The miracles that will be highlighted at this
year’s VBS are: (1) Jesus’ first miracle of turning water into wine at the wedding in Cana
(John 2:1–12); (2) Jesus walking on the water in
the midst of the storm (Matthew 14:22–33); (3)
Jesus raising Jairus’s daughter from the dead
(Mark 5:21–43); (4) Jesus’ resurrection and appearance to his disciples (Luke 24:36–49); and
(5) Jesus’ appearance to Paul on the road to Damascus and his subsequent conversion (Acts 9:1
–19).
As always, we appreciate your ongoing prayers
and support as our VBS is one of our best outreach activities into our community. Over half
of the students who attend our VBS each year
are not connected to our congregation, at least of
those do not have a church home. What a blessing it is to host a VBS and to participate in these
events! Thank you for your support!
VBS is June 21–25 this year, from the times of
9:00am to 11:30am. Registration for VBS is
open! You can sign up in the church office or
online through our website: www.stjohnlcms.org.
The Lord bless you this summer and grant you
continued good health and well-being!
In Christ’s service and love,
Pastor Caithamer

Summer Sunday School begins June 6th!! All
classes including 3’s, 4’s and K will meet in Sanctuary June 6th and June 13th for opening before
class.
3’s and 4’s
Kindergarten—2nd gr.
3rd gr.—5th gr.
6th grade—7th grade
High School

Room 4C
Room 6B
(art room)
Room 5B
(computer lab)
Conference
Room
Youth Room

We look forward to seeing everyone!

We are still looking for
teachers. Please sign up
by the fellowship hall.
Questions, contact Cindy,

Thank you—Sunday
School Staff

From the Evangelism Board—In July we are hosting
a workday with the trustees. We will be completing
projects around the church and school. We will have
various projects for all abilities and ages to help complete. A sign-up sheet will be on the bulletin board to
plan projects and food. Watch bulletins and newsletters for more information.
Saturday, August 21 we are hosting an Evangelism
Training Seminar. The program was distributed
through the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod called
Everyone His Witness. It discusses how to witness to
those in our everyday circles. Watch bulletins and
newsletters for more information.
Trunk-or-Treat is returning this fall. More information is
coming soon.

Let Us Pray
For Peace & Comfort: Joyce and family at the death of
daughter Jayne, Betty and family at the death of husband Tom, Bob & Joan and family at the death of
Joan’s brother Jerry
Hospitalized: Joyce
Following Surgery: Rick

For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo
Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar
Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot
Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Upcoming Surgery: Sherry
For Healing and Recovery: Leslie, Brian, Gilbert, Cindy, Paul, Larry, Teresa -godchild of Bob & Joan, Lilly,
Barbara -family friend of Bob & Joan, Mailynn granddaughter of Rick and Rita , Pastor Ehlers, Karla,
Aidan, Whitney-wife of Ellie grandson, Barbara -friend
of the congregation, John, Tom, Hendricks -grandson of
Dan & Joanie, Maria, Merv, Brett -cousin of the Kindts’,
Judy -mother of Rochelle, Rebecca -daughter of Marvin
& Esther, Roy -father of Anne, Dan -brother of Bonnie ,
Todd -grandson of Harold
For Successful Treatments: Luke, Kendra (school
parent), Cari(school parent), Nicole (school parent)
Earl, Linda, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy

Thank You for your prayers and cards for Jayne during
her treatments and for me at her passing. With much
appreciation and gratitude, Joyce

For our Military: Adam, Joshua, Nick , Zachary ,
Taylor, Andy, Brandon

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021
God’s Wonder Lab - June 21-25
9:00am-11:30am

A science lab conducts experiments that
explain how things are possible. In
Jesus’ ministry, He did things that are
impossible. His greatest miracle of all was dying on the cross and
rising from the dead for our salvation. At God’s Wonder Lab,
discover that Jesus does the impossible for us. This year,
registration will be limited. Register early to reserve your
spot. Registration is open for children 3 years old (and toilet trained)
to completed 5th grade. Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do
crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, and more. At
this time, masks will be optional for all
participants. Cannot wait to see you there! Register online at
www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign.
E-mail vbs -at- stjohnls.com, if you have any questions.

VBS VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers make our VBS a success! Youth (completed 6th grade 12th grade) and adult volunteers are needed. If you can help full or
part time, we have many ways to be involved to suit your schedule
needs or interests. A sign-up sheet is posted by the Fellowship Hall.
Email vbs -at- stjohnls.com if you have any questions. Also, if you do
not feel comfortable volunteering in person while VBS is going on,
but would still like to help, there are donation slips on the same bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall for you to take and donate items
we need.

October 16, 2021
More information about
reserving booth space and
other details coming soon.
Contact the school office with
any questions.

Thank you to all who donated to the Wish List items!
Your generosity and support is greatly appreciated!
•
Interactive Projectors - Orders are being processed
and projectors should be installed for 2021-2022
school year
• New Flooring in 2/3 and 4/5 Classrooms – Project is
pending
• Chromebooks - Three have been funded - Orders for
all are being processed and should arrive for 20212022 school year
• Outdoor Pavilion - Project is in progress
• Desktop Computers for School Office - Fully Funded!
• Star 360 Assessment Program - Program was implemented in April, has been beneficial to the integration
of incoming students and will be useful in monitoring
the progress of all students.
If you like to contribute to the these items or to the school
in general, donations can be made to School Special Gifts.
More information can be found on the bulletin board by
the Fellowship Hall.

June Music Notes
Earworm – (Noun) – a catchy song or tune that runs continually through a person’s mind even after it is
no longer being played or spoken about.
Recently I found myself walking around with a hymn stuck in my head that we had just sung here at St.
John Lutheran. This was “Christ is the world’s Redeemer (LSB 539.) I knew that this was a 6th text by (St.)
Columba. I saw that the hymn tune name is MOVILLE. Curiosity led me to one of favorite resources, Joseph Herl’s wonderful “Lutheran Service Book – Companion to the Hymns.” Here I learned the following:
Columba’s text is a poetic transliteration of the Latin hymn Christus redemptor gentium, part of a larger
poem that also includes the Dies Irae (Day of wrath and day of anguish.) When someone criticzed Columba’s original text as giving too much praise to God’s work of Creation without also equally praising Christ’s
work of Redemption, Columba accepted the criticism and expanded the text so that the first part describes what Christ is to believers, and the second part talks about what Christ has done for mankind.
But what of MOVILLE? Well, the name of the tune is taken from Movilla Abbey in County Down, which
was founded by St. Finian and whose school Columba attended. I had thought that this is a modern (20 th
century) tune, but in fact it is Irish folk tune which first appeared in print in 1855.
The wedding of text and tune is certainly felicitous, and (new or old) it is a strong testament of our faith.
So what do you do with an earworm? Well, the concensus is that the best way to rid oneself of a tune
that gets stuck in your head is to sing it to someone else What a great way for a Christian to witness!
The return of the Introit. As our worship together moves back to its pre-Covid ways, we are once again
singing the Introit. What is the Introit, you may ask? It is the first item in the Service of the Word, which
commences following the Confession and Absolution. The word Introit is taken from the Latin for
“entrance,” and consists of an Aniphon and verses from one or more Psalms. The Introit could be and
often was the very first thing to be sung at the start of the service, although we almost always start with
an entrance Hymn. The Antiphon (the phrase that is sung before the Psalm verses and again after them) is
intended to summarize the theme of the day.
Our usual practice is that everyone sings the Antiphon together, and then the Pastor sings the first Psalm
verse; the congregation sings the second Psalm verse; and we continue in alternation until all the Psalm
verses have been sung. Everyone then sings the Gloria Patri together and then we all repeat the Antiphon.

Soli Deo Gloria, Keith
SECOND SEMESTER
CHAPEL OFFERINGS
Chapel offerings
went to the CID
Campus Ministries.
The total collected
was $461.18.
..

Champaign Public Library
Summer Reading Challenge
May 15-August 31
Summer is a great time to let your imagination soar!
Sign up for the all-ages Imagine It! Summer Reading
Challenge at champaign.org. Prizes include books, backpacks,
and a whole lot more.
* Imagine It! Summer Reading Challenge for Kids
* Imagine It! Summer Reading Challenge for Teens
* Imagine It! Summer Reading Challenge for Adults
This summer, we don’t want more screen time. While screens and other technology can connect us to
others worldwide, we’re ready for something different. We’re ready for an authentic togetherness.
Reading is a well-documented and studied way to benefit yourself and your children. It can help connect to one another and grow together. When we spend time together learning about Christ, we find
hope, joy, and peace no matter the circumstances. This summer, join CPH Reads, a program that will
reward your family for reading together about the Good News of Jesus Christ.

JUNE BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Mike, Habte, Andy, Earl
Pastor Jeff Caithamer, Peter
Lisa
Amy Jo, Justin, Terry, Lela, Beth
Taylor, Letty
Marilyn
Karla, Chelsea, Jill, Bob
Gerald, Evan, Christina
Mark
Ann, Milo
Kevin, Jennifer, Diane, Randy
Wayne
Callie
John, Mary, Haley
Neil, Kim
Sam, Ashleigh, Katie, Hannah, Hannah
JoAnne, James
Zayne, Jake, Jim, Dale
Erin, Rick, Jodie, Abby
Tony, Opal, Austin
Charles
Jane, Taylor, Louise

23 Jacklyn, Lucas
24 Lydia, Carol, Carol
25 John, Earl
26 Hannah, Evan, David, Elizabeth
27 Lois, Pam, Jill, Timmie, Dorothy
28 Rick, Betty
29 Elise

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES
2 David & Carol (42); Blake & Nancy(43); Sean &
Rachel(4); Duane & Juleigh(31); Dan & Julie
(37); Jay & Carol (31)
4 Earl & Barb (66)
5 Jason & Nicci (28)
6 Dan & Faith(29); Kevin & Carmin(34); Wally &
Lisa (34)
7 Seth & Melissa(27); Dan & Beth(24); Jim &
Robin(30); Ron & Carol (52)
9 Will & Olivia(3); David & Cindy(31); Cole &
Morgan (3)
10 Chris & Natalie(15), Dan & Allison(15)
11 B.J. & Christina (16)
14 Rex & Cynthia (24)
15 Richard & Shirley (64)
17 Roger & Charlotte(54); Tim & Vicki (15)
18 Raymond & Debbie (33); Scott & Rebecca(10);
Louis & JoAnne (55)
19 Aziz & Amy (11); David & Karen (39)
20 David & Monica (28); Doug & Lynn (6)
21 Mark & Sherry (30)
22 John & Beth(19); Neal & Deanna (8)

23
24
25
27
28
29

Ralph & Renae (53)
Fred & Geneice (30); Duane & Chris (49)
Brian & Penny (33)
Rick & Ronda (46), Charlie & Elizabeth (1)
Walt & Jill (35)
Steve & Vanessa (25)

2021

Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
Psalm 98:1

Sun

Mon

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Caithamer’s

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

20 4th Sun after Pentecost
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:15 Fellowship Board
6:00 Trustees,
Evangelism
6:30 School Board

7:15 Holy Communion

8
6:00 Elders

14

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Fri

Sat

3

4

5

9

10

11

12

10:00 Adult Bible Class
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

15

16

17

18

19

5:30 Finance Board

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

7:15 Holy Communion

21

22

23

24

25

26

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

7:15 Holy Communion

Newsletter Deadline

day off: Fridays

7

V A C A T I O N

Father’s Day

27 5th Sunday after Pentecost

Thu

2

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

13 3rd Sun after Pentecost

Wed

1

School Office
359-1714

6 2nd Sun after Pentecost

Tue

28

B I B L E

S C H O O L

29

30

10:00 Adult Bible Class

7:15 Holy Communion

9:00AM—11:30AM

Summer Hours:
Church Office
10:00am-2:00pm
School Office
9:00am-12:00pm

