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Now for the most subtle of sins against our neigh-

bor.    Commandments nine and ten deal with sinfully de-

siring what others have.   This sin of coveting what our 

neighbor has however is not easy to spot.   For often we 

keep such covetous desires to ourselves.  And in fact, 

sometimes we don’t even realize ourselves that such envi-

ous thoughts are lurking within us.   And yet we sin against 

our neighbor whenever we secretly want for ourselves 

those things that belong to others.   It is also a sin to re-

sent others for having possessions and attributes that we 

don’t possess.   People who covet typically resent other 

people for their looks, their money, their popularity, their 

prosperity, their profession, their position in society, their 

spouse, their family situation, their home, their lifestyle, 

and for a host of other things.  Coveting what belongs to 

another person is a sin that easily spawns a great number 

of other sins such as envy, greed, stealing, lust, slander, 

hatred and even murder.  Our sin of covetousness is re-

vealed when we cannot be happy for someone else’s suc-

cess and good fortune.   Or, when we want to take some-

thing away from them simply because we cannot have it 

ourselves.   For example, in our culture the poor are 

taught to covet the rich, and to want to take their wealth 

away from them.  The politics of “class envy”” uses the sin 

of coveting for its own political gain.   For the poor are 

promised that if they vote a certain way, that they will 

receive the things they covet from the wealthy.    

The Bible teaches that godliness with contentment 
is a great thing.   Covetousness however is the very oppo-
site of godly contentment.  For God wants us to be happy 
and content with what we have.   But those who covet 
can never be happy for very long.  Because coveting 
leads to a never ending desire for something more.   It 
reflects a heart that can never be satisfied with God, or 
with the things that God has provided.   As such, covet-
ousness is a form of idolatry.  For not even God is enough 

to satisfy the sinner’s craving for more.  For this reason 
those who covet can never be satisfied with who they 
are, or with the life that God has given them.   Coveting is 
sinful craving for what others have, and a discontent with 
what we have.  When we covet others -- and what oth-
ers have -- we are actually demonstrating our loathsome 
ingratitude towards God by devaluing the things that He 
has given us.   For when we covet what others have our 
discontent suggests that God has blest everyone around 
us more than us.  It’s not surprising then that two of the 
Ten Commandments are devoted to this particular sin of 
dissatisfaction and discontent.   Luther says, “God there-
fore added these two commandments to teach us that it 
is sinful and forbidden to covet our neighbor’s wife or 
property, or to have any designs on them.”  For coveting 
is a huge problem among sinners.  And the love of mon-
ey and wealth are at the root of the majority of covet-
ous desires that tempt us.   This led the Apostle Paul to 
warn believers in Christ saying, “For the love of money is 
a root of all kinds of evils.   It is through craving this that 
some have wandered away from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many pangs.” [1 Timothy 6:9] 

Coveting is the ancient word used in Bible times for 

what our culture currently refers to as “high entitlement”.   

If you believe that you are entitled to anything and eve-

rything that you want out of life, then you are coveting 

things that no one ever said you were entitled to.  This 

modern notion that we are all somehow entitled to a life 

filled with everything that we could ever possibly want is 

not from God.   These selfish covetous thoughts come 

from deep within our own sinful hearts.  For Jesus once 

said, “What comes out of a person is what defiles him.  

For from within, out of the heart of man come evil 

thoughts, sexuality immorality, theft, murder, adultery, 

coveting, wickedness, deceit, sensuality, envy, slander, 

pride, foolishness.  All these evil things come from within, 

and they defile a person.” [Matthew 7:20-23]  James the 

The Ninth and Tenth Commandments 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house.  You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant, or his 

maidservant, or his cattle, or anything that is his. 



brother of our Lord would later express  how these internal 

covetous desires within Christians  were leading to out-

ward conflict in the church.  James says to a divided com-

munity of Christians, “What causes quarrels and what 

causes fights among you?   Is it not this, that your passions 

are at war within you?  You desire and do not have, so you 

murder.  You covet and cannot obtain, so you fight and 

quarrel.”  [James 4:1, 2]    James is saying that when we 

covet what others have and can find no way to obtain the-

se things for ourselves,  that this is often what causes peo-

ple to become contentious and combative, even within the 

Christian church.   And if people cannot have what they 

covet they fight so that others cannot have it either. 

The seventh commandment deals with the outright 

stealing or seizing of property and possessions by force that 

do not belong to us, and that we have no right to.  However 

the ninth and tenth commandments deal with more subtle 

ways of attempting to separate our neighbor from his or 

her property and possessions through trickery or decep-

tion.   In these two final commandments God forbids you 

from enticing anyone or anything away from your neighbor, 

even if you can do it so that it looks honorable in the eyes of 

the world.   This is commonplace in business practice to 

entice away others to come to work for us,  or to wine and 

dine the clients of others in order to steal them away from 

our competitors.   We just see it as part of a free market 

system.  And yet we must be careful that we do not do any-

thing in an underhanded way.   For just because the culture 

teaches us to acquire everything we can,  in whatever way 

we can, and to let others worry about their loss themselves, 

doesn’t mean that this is right, or what the Lord wants.   We 

all pretend to be upright,  and so Luther says when we do 

such things, “We brazenly dare to boast of it, and insist that 

it should not be called rascality [sin],  but shrewdness and 

business acumen.”  Similarly, if anyone covets a castle, city, 

county, or other great estate,” says Luther, so that, “he 

practices bribery, through friendly connections and by any 

other means at his disposal, until the property is taken away 

from the owner and legally awarded to him.” Even though 

such dealings are considered legal and proper in the judg-

ment of society does not mean that they are considered so 

with God. 

 Coveting is dangerous because envious thoughts 

can easily turn into sinful thoughts about devising a plan to 

separate someone else from his possessions, property, and 

wife.  Covetous thoughts are demonic thoughts because 

they often lead us to devise evil but ingenious ways of 

turning someone’s spouse,  friends,  workers, or co-

workers against him or her.  Covetous thoughts lead us to 

hate those who seem to enjoy more outward success 

than we do, and cause us to find subtle ways to punish 

them for it.  Covetous thoughts are sinful because they 

make us miserably unsatisfied with our own existence, and 

ungrateful to God.  Many people are of the opinion that 

only outward actions matter,  and only outward actions 

therefore can be sins.   But even if we never outwardly act 

on enticing away our neighbor’s spouse or betray him in 

order to get his job,  just thinking about doing such things  

– no matter how briefly – is sinful.  For nothing good can 

come out of such covetous comparisons of our life to the 

life of our neighbor.   For any such comparisons either fill 

us with pride and make us feel superior to our neighbor.   

Or such comparisons can fill us with envy and evil resent-

ment that make us want to find ways to belittle our neigh-

bor and to bring him down. 

Instead of desiring what others have,  as Christians we 

want to learn to covet those gifts that God in Christ so 

freely gives to us.  Let us desire only good and godly 

things,  using God’s gifts to the very best of our abilities in 

Christian love and service to our neighbor.   If you are 

prone to covet what others have, repent of your sin and 

ask Christ to forgive you, and the Holy Spirit to change you.   

Help your neighbor so that he does get promoted at work.   

Encourage your neighbor so that he or she is more devoted 

to his or her spouse.   Be truly happy for your neighbor 

when prosperity comes his or her way.   And be content 

with the life that God has given to you.  Forget those things 

that the world counts important, covets, and chases after.  

Instead of coveting in consequential things that can be 

broken, stolen, or wear out;  desire a deeper relationship 

with Christ centered around His Word and Sacrament.   

Desire to promote the unity of faith in the bond of peace.  

Desire those things that death cannot take from you.  Find 

your contentment in Christ, and He will unburden you from 

the dissatisfaction that comes from the sins of coveting. 

 

 Desiring to help you find joy in the Lord,    

 Pastor Mark Elliott 

 



With the month of March comes the beginning of Spring and it finds us right in the middle of the season of 

Lent.  While most of us are busy in our preparations for Christ's passion—whether that be by giving something 

up for Lent, by reading the Bible more, or reading a special Lenten devotion—we are not thinking about the 

events related to Christmas, which has faded in our rearview mirrors or is only a spec on the horizon still to 

come. 

 

History 

 

And yet, in the Church's history, March 25 has been observed as the celebration of the Annunciation of Our 

Lord.  Those more inclined toward Mary refer to this day as the Annunciation of Mary, while we who are 

Christ-centered in our theology and life retain the original title.  What this day does is honor the day upon 

which the angel Gabriel appeared to Mary and announced to her that she would bear in her womb the Son of 

God, the blessed Savior of all the world.  This account is found in St. Luke 1:26–38. 

 

The Church settled on March 25 as the date because it was long believed Jesus died on March 25.  And those 

in the early church held the belief that a person's conception day would also be the date of his or her death.  

March 25 also finds itself nine months prior to the widely celebrated day of our Lord's birth, December 25.  

The date of March 25 as the Annunciation of Our Lord was recognized by St. Augustine, who lived from 354–

430 AD.  It no doubt became a firm fixture in the Christian Church in the century following, as many other 

feasts and festivals found their dates of origin in that century. 

 

However, the date would be challenged in 656 AD by the Council of Toledo held in Spain.  There, it was ar-

gued the somber and mournful nature of the Lenten season should take precedence over the more joyous cele-

bration allowed to the Annunciation when held on March 25.  Members of the council pushed to have the An-

nunciation observed rather in the season of Advent on December 18.  The Council agreed to this motion and 

the church then observed the Annunciation on December 18.  But that would not be the end of the debate.  

Over time, the practice of observing the Annunciation on March 25 regained its prominence and place within 

the Church, where it holds that position widely to this day. 

 

Theology 

 

The rubrics—or guidelines—found in our hymnal state that such a Feast of our Lord Jesus Christ is normally 

observed when it falls upon a Sunday in that year.  If we were to follow that practice this year, we would ob-

serve the Annunciation of Our Lord on the Fifth Sunday in Lent.  Such a celebration is welcome in the Luther-

an Church as the feast centers in on Christ and his miraculous conception. 

 

In the passage from Luke 1, the Evangelist records Gabriel's astonishing appearance to the humble, virgin 

Mary.  His message to her is truly shocking, as finally, the long-awaited announcement of the coming Messiah 

had arrived.  The Treasury of Daily Prayer (available from CPH) writes this about the explosive news of Ga-

briel:   

Most of the holy fathers and patriarchs and prophets desired to see Him with their own eyes, but did 

not.  Some of them by visions beheld Him in type, and darkly; others, again, were privileged to hear 

the divine voice through the medium of the cloud and were favored with the vision of holy angels.  

But only to Mary the pure virgin did the archangel Gabriel manifest himself in brilliant light, bring her 

the glad address, "Hail, you who are highly favored!"  And thus she received the Word, and soon, in 

time, through the body's natural process, she gave birth to the dear Pearl.  (1286–7) 

With this grand announcement of Gabriel to Mary, the Incarnation of our Lord had begun.  The impossible be-

came possible as the God of all creation took on created nature.  The Son of God became also the Son of Man.  

He assumed the flesh and blood shared by all mankind.  In that annunciation, where God became incarnate, the 

HIDDEN IN MARCH IS THE ANNUNCIATION OF OUR LORD 



Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the  

Kingdom of God  by building lives 

that are rooted in the Word,  cen-

tered on Christ,  and motivated by 

Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and 

share His Gospel with all.  

heroic course of Jesus Christ for the salvation of mankind began.  Without this incarnation, we would be lost 

forever.  The conception of God into flesh was necessary for Jesus to be our substitute.  For that reason, this 

day is to be greatly revered by every Christian.  It was on that day, which we celebrate every March 25, that 

the Son of God, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, was made man. 

 

Even though this feast falls within the season of Lent, it is still fitting to observe and remember, as the Altar 

Book of the Lutheran Service Book states:  

It is appropriate to observe this feast day in all its fullness during Lent. However, according to  his-

torical precedent, when the Annunciation falls during Holy Week or on Easter Day (or also on  the 

Fifth Sunday in Lent in the one-year series), it should not be observed at those times but may  be 

transferred to a weekday following the Second Sunday of Easter. (LSB Altar Book 960) 

The proper preface for the Annunciation is:   

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for by the Holy Spirit Your 

only-begotten Son was conceived in the womb of the blessed virgin Mary and brought forth in the sub-

stance of our human flesh that we might partake of  His divine life. (LSB  Altar Book 158) 

It is my hope that this excursion into the Annunciation of Our Lord brings you reassurance during this Lenten 

season that our Lord was incarnate for your salvation and that his assumption of our human nature is truly a 

part of the entire passion narrative and meditation.  What a blessing it is for us to pull from the wealth of our 

Church history to strengthen us in the true faith shared by all the brothers and sisters in Christ who have gone 

before us.  In that light, I end with the very pertinent verses from a favored Advent hymn: 

 The angel Gabriel from heaven came, With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame: 

 "All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary, Most highly favored lady." 
 

 "For know a blessed mother thou shalt be, All generations laud and honor thee; 

 Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, Most highly favored lady." 

  The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came, LSB 356 

 

A blessed Lent to one and all as we revere the Lord and Savior of us all, the God-man Jesus Christ. 

 

Pastor Caithamer 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

VBS IS THE WEEK OF JUNE 25-29 

Be watching for more information as we need 
helpers to make this a great week for the  

children.  

 




