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     Most people of our generation avoid the subject of death as 
often as possible.  And this has become much easier to do with the 
advances of modern medicine.  People now live longer so that it 
gives the allusion that death is further off.   The dying are taken 
away in ambulances so that fewer see fewer see the actual mo-
ment of death occur.  And funeral homes now are in the business 
of dealing with the most unpleasant aspects of death and the de-
ceased. In an earlier time in the world’s history people could not 
evade death so easily.  Before penicillin and today’s powerful anti-
biotics, illness and disease more often ended in death than in re-
covery. 
 
       As the “Black Death” swept through medieval Europe almost a 
third of the population of that continent died from it ravaging 
effects.  Because of the Plague, death was constantly touching the 
lives of families and communities.  This made death a far more 
familiar occurrence. The mortality rate for newborns and young 
children was extremely high until just the last century.  And de-
ceased loved ones were typically viewed in the parlors of the 
homes their families lived in. So ordinary people were accustomed 
to seeing corpses at an early age. Because of all of this, death 
seemed more real and inevitable back then.  Death is just as real 
now as it was then, except that our culture has found ways to live 
in denial of death by largely removing death from our view. 
 
     During the Reformation Christians often pondered death and 
prayed for a peaceful death in their last hour.  They prayed that 
they would remain faithful to their Christian beliefs and not turn 
away from Christ as their life ended.  An entire genre of “Art of 
Dying” literature arose, providing spiritual encouragement for 
those approaching death, and for those attending to the sick and 
dying.  This literature first emerged in the fifteenth century as a 
result of the plague and the frequent wars that were taking place 
upon European soil.  We may think it morbid now that our ances-
tors obsessed so much on the subject of death, however they 
would see our modern denial of death as spiritually risky by our 
own lack of preparedness. Jesus often spoke of our not letting that 
day take us by surprise.  St. Paul too thought about his own even-
tual death, explaining his desire to honor God whether by his living 
or by his dying.   
 
       This led Johann Gerhard, an important Lutheran theologian to 
write a book for lay people concerning death, called, the 
“Handbook of Consolations for the Fears and Trials that Oppress 
Us in the Struggle with Death”.  In this book Gerhard helps Chris-
tians face their fears concerning death.  Our preparation for death 
is an important part of the Christian life. 
 
     During our Lenten Midweek services we’re going to take up the 
important yet much-neglected subject of how a Christian pre-
pares for death.  This has more than academic significance for me.  
In 1983 while I was on vicarage as a student pastor, my father 
whom I deeply loved and admired died of a massive coronary.  He 

died on a Wednesday evening about fifteen minutes after coming 
home from church.   My home pastor informed me that during 
this midweek Lenten service that my father had attended, the 
pastor had preached on the subject of “How a Christian Prepares 
for Death”.  Even though my dad was a strong Christian, it 
brought me immeasurable comfort to know that just prior to his 
death, he had heard this sermon on how a Christian prepares for 
death.  It helped me get through my grief confident that God had 
used this sermon to get my father ready for his own death. 
 
     As a pastor, I am often called to the bedside of those facing the 
grim prospect of death. And I am privileged to be able to hold out 
the hope of the Gospel and the vision of the paradise that awaits 
them.  However, far too often instead of helping a Christian face 
death with the comfort and confidence that faith in the death and 
resurrection of Christ provides, people evade the subject of a loved 
one’s immanent death by giving them false reassurances that they 
will recover.  There is certainly a time for such optimistic hope of 
healing and prayerful reassurances.  But there is also a time to die.  
The Bible says that it is appointed for all of us once to die, followed 
by the judgment.  If your loved one is not yet ready to face death 
and to stand before God forgiven and unafraid because of Christ, 
you do them a great injustice by keeping the conversation off of the 
subject of death in their dying days.  At a certain point a believer 
needs to talk about dying and to prepare for death.  This requires a 
candor about death and the courage to bring up the topic.  In order 
to prepare someone else to die, you must have first prepared your-
self for the eventuality of your own death by receiving by faith the 
comfort and confidence that we have in Christ  to face death. 
 
     We want to direct those who are struggling with sickness and 
death to the amazing Gospel comfort and certainty of Jesus Christ’s 
saving work for them.  Part of good Catechesis is to teach Christians 
how to believe, live, pray, suffer, and die.  Christians need reas-
sured that the same gracious God who called us to faith in His Son 
Jesus, will also keep us in the true faith until life’s end.  Life in the 
21st century may not seem nearly as fragile and fleeting as it was in 
the 15th and 16th centuries.  And yet death is never as far away as 
we would like to believe it is.  No other time in life will test our faith 
as much as will the hour of death.  In some ways the life that we 
live by faith is one long dress rehearsal for the day that we die.  Just 
as the season of Lent calls us to repentance so that we die to our-
selves and begin to live for God, so thoughts of our death bring 
about repentance and a re-ordering of what’s truly important in 
this present life.   It’s only by first understanding that the wages of 
sin is death that God the Holy Spirit makes us ready to rejoice in 
Christ’s victory over sin and death on Good Friday and on Easter. 
 
In the cross of Christ I glory,  Pastor Mark Elliott 

 
  

Gospel Comfort in the Face of Death 



This Lenten season, our midweek sermons will examine the reality 
of death in our lives.  We live among a people that seeks to glorify 
death, sometimes hide from death, and often times comfort our-
selves with our own thinking about death.  No matter how death 
is perceived by each individual, death remains evil, albeit an evil 
conquered by Christ in his resurrection from the dead! 
 
Each of us has been faced with the tragedy of the death of a loved 
one.  Some have faced this more than others.  The actual moment 
of death for each of us is still an unknown.  We do not know what 
that will be like.  Because of that uncertainty, death creates anxie-
ty and often fear, even in the most devout Christian.  Thanks be to 
our God that he never leaves us, even in the moment of our 
death.  And he has willed the same for his church, that even when 
the Christian is faced with death, his or her pastor is trained to be 
there with them.  In so doing, we are reminding what the psalmist 
writes in Psalm 116:15: "Precious in the sight of the Lord is the 
death of his saints." 
 
One of the best resources we have available to us at the time of a 
Christian's death is a rite called The Commendation of the Dying.  
For those who do not know, this rite often gets confused with the 
Last Rites of the Roman Catholic Church.  Those Last Rites include 
a triad of Catholic sacraments: Penance, Anointing of the Sick, and 
the Eucharist.  While the intent of these "sacraments" is to bring 
comfort to the dying, they fail to focus the believer on the sole 
means of forgiveness, life, and salvation:  Jesus Christ and him 
crucified! 
 
What we as Lutherans have at our disposal is not considered a 
sacrament, and yet, The Commendation of the Dying reassures 
the one about to die of the work of Jesus Christ on their behalf.  
Such is the point of all ministry at the end of life.  And, truth be 
told, such is the point of all ministry at all points in a person's life.  
Never are we to be away from the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.  
Never are we in a condition where we do not need to be assured 
of the forgiveness of our sins and the salvation of our souls, as St. 
Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 2:2, "For I decided to know nothing 
among you except Jesus Christ and him crucified."  Of utmost im-
portance, then, is this Word of comfort given to the one near the 
ultimate wage for their sin (Romans 6:23). 
 
These words found in The Commendation of the Dying are intend-
ed to guide Christians through their last moments in this life.  The 
best guide available for that is the Word of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  The dying Christian then hears the words of absolution 
one final time.  Scripture passages rooted in the work of Christ 
and in the promise of the resurrection of the dead are read.  The 
Creed is confessed.  The Lord's Prayer is prayed.  The Commenda-
tion is spoken.  And the Benediction is proclaimed.  I will list this 
rite in an outlined form below.  There, I will include the actual 
words of the prayer of commendation. 
 
It is important to remember that God is the one who is in control 
of the moment of our death.  In so praying the rite of The Com-
mendation of the Dying, Christians are in no way exerting any 
type of authority over God in the moment of death.  It may very 

well be that the dying Christian may live for a few more hours or 
even for a few more days beyond this rite.  The Commendation 
of the Dying is in no way giving up on the power of God to bring 
healing.  Rather, it is accepting what is possible and what looks to 
be, to our human perception, the imminent death of our brother 
or sister in Christ.  The use of this rite, then, helps to prepare the 
one who is gravely sick for the possibility of their death. 
 
I encourage all of our members to familiarize themselves with this 
rite.  Please do not consider this a morbid exercise.  It can actually 
be quite helpful for you in your own thoughts about death.  It can 
assist you in your conversations with others about life and death.  
And it can aide you in bringing comfort to those you know who 
are dying or who are grieving at the death of a loved one.  This full 
rite is available from both pastors at St. John. 
 
I also encourage all of our members to notify the pastors of St. 
John when one of our fellow members is near death, so that we 
can offer to perform this rite and thus bring the Word of God to 
the ears of those near death.  When the pastors are not available, 
a revised version of this rite can be used to bring comfort to the 
dying.  Here are the elements of the rite of The Commendation of 
the Dying: 
 Invocation (remembrance of Baptism, God's action to give  
                               you salvation) 
 Prayer 
 Confession of Sins 
 Absolution 
 Reading of Psalms and Prayers 
 Reading of Scripture Passages of Hope and Comfort 
 The Creed 
 The Litany (responsive prayer) 
 The Lord's Prayer 
 The Prayer of Commendation 
  (Name of individual), go in peace.  May God the Father, 
  who created you, may God the Son, who redeemed and 
  saved you with his blood, may God  the Holy Spirit, who 
  sanctified you in the water of Holy Baptism, receive  
  you into the company of saints and angels to await the 
  resurrection and  live in the light of his glory forevermore.  
  Amen. 
 The Nunc Dimittis 
 Prayer When Death Has Occurred 
 Benediction 
 
It is my hope that this little primer is helpful for you and allows 
you to approach—with the comfort of the Gospel—a subject that 
is often misrepresented and misunderstood.  If you have any 
questions about this matter, you are welcome to email me at 
revcaithamer@stjohn-lcms.org. 
 
God's peace to you through our Lord Jesus Christ as we prepare 
for the remembrance of his suffering and death for the for-
giveness of our sins and the salvation of our souls. 
 
Pastor Caithamer 

The Commendation of the Dying 
Blessings and Benefits 



Wednesday, March 5th MT25:31-46 
ASH WEDNESDAY  1 PT 1:1-9 
[The Sheep and Goats] 

 

Our Fear of Finding Out at the Final  
Judgment that  We’re Not Among the Elect  

 
 
 
Wednesday, March 12th MT 26:1-5; 57-67  
LENTEN MIDWEEK 1 PP 1:19-29   
[Caiaphas’ Plot to Kill Jesus] 
 

Our Fear of Those Who Might Want Us Dead 
But Cannot Make Us Alive 

 
 

 
Wednesday, March 19th MT 26:36-45   
LENTEN MIDWEEK 2 HB 11:32-40  
[Garden of Gethsemane] 
 

Our Fear of Questioning God’s Good and  
Gracious Will When Facing the Pain And  

Prospect of Physical Death 
 
 

 
Wednesday, March 26th MT 26:31-35; 69-75 
LENTEN MIDWEEK 3 JUDE 1:17-25  
[Peter’s Betrayal of Jesus] 

 

Our Fear of Denying the Lord and Falling  
Away from the Faith in Our Final Hour 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, April 2nd MT 27:1-10  
LENTEN MIDWEEK 4 2 CO 1:3-11  
[Judas Hangs Himself] 
 

Our Fear of Being Driven to Ultimate Despair 
by the Wiles of the Devil at the Time 

 of Our Death 
 
 
Wednesday, April 9th MT 27:11-26  
LENTEN MIDWEEK 5 1 TM 6:6-19     
[Jesus Before Pilate] 

Our Fear of Interpreting Our Death to Mean 
that God Has Somehow Lost Control Over Our 

Lives, Instead of God’s Planned Setting For Us to 
Confess the Gospel 

 
Thursday, April 17th MT 26:17-35  
MAUNDY THURSDAY PP 2:1-8 
[Institution of Lord’s Supper]  
 

Our Fear of Death Turning Us Inward Upon 
Ourselves Instead of Outward Upon The Gifts of 
Christ and the People Who Will be Most Impact-

ed by Our Death 
 
 
Friday, April 18th  MT 27:27-61  
GOOD FRIDAY  2 CO 4:7-12  
[The Crucifixion and Death of Christ] 
 

Our Fear of Death as Some Kind of Sign that 
God Has Forsaken Us When Christ Has Been 

Forsaken in Our Place 
 
 
 

 

 

Gospel Comfort to Calm the Fears We Will Face in Death 



Let Us Pray 
 

 

For Peace and Comfort:  Frank and family at the 
death of wife Betty , Dorothy , and Randy & Anne and 
family at the death of husband and father Elden , Bob 
& Sanna and family at the death of Sanna’s step-father Bob , 
Chris & Tamara and family at the death of Tamara’s father Don  
, Gerald & Linda and family at the death of Linda’s brother Bob , 
Dorothy and family at the death of husband Harley , Mary and 
family at the death of son-in-law Bob, Kathy and family at the 
death of father Jim  
 

Healing and Recovery:   Bud Marcellus, Phyllis Stiehl, Richard 
Butler, Lavina Krenmeyer, Larry Armstrong, Evan Nicholas-infant 
grandson of Linda Kovell 
 

Following Surgery:  Ann Berg, Mary Armstrong, Ellie Arp, Norm 
Fisher 
 

With Thanksgiving:  The birth of Matthew Kevin Wendorf, born to 
Rev. Kevin and Barbara Wendorf 
 

For Successful Treatment:  Jeff -father of Norman & Kathe’s 
daughter-in-law 
 

Military:  Ashley , Andy , Luke , Jim , Zachary , Jimmy , Brandon ,  
Christopher , Taylor , Suzzanna , Robert , Ben , Allyson  
 

Missionaries:  Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagascar 
Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lu-
theran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission 
in Kingston, Jamaica 

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the sec-
ond Thursday of each month to Original Pancake 

House for food and fellowship, 
and devotion and prayers led by 

Pastor Caithamer.  Please join us 
this month on Thursday, March 
13th, at 7:00am. 

Looking for a fun way to serve the Lord?   

Consider delivering welcome gifts.  When someone from 
our community visits St. John’s for the first time and 
fills out a guest card, we deliver a welcome gift to their 
door step.  We let them know how glad we are to have 
them worship with us and that we hope they will come 
again.  It’s a nice way to let newcomers know that they 
are welcome, and a great opportunity to meet new peo-
ple.  Plus, it is something you can do as a family.  We are 
in need of friendly, caring members who are willing to 
deliver welcome gifts.  If you are willing to serve the 
Lord in this way, please contact Susan , or Karen  or 
leave a message in the Evangelism mailbox in the church 
office.     

Lenten Dinners 
The youth are again hosting advent dinners  
between midweek services on  March 12, 

 March 19, April 2 and April 9.  All are  
invited to come eat and enjoy fellowship.   

A free-will offering will be taken to support our 
high school and jr. high youth attending serv-
ant events this summer.  Please consider sign-
ing up to donate food items.  Sign-up sheets 
are on the youth bulletin board outside the 

church office.   Thank you!  
 

Lenten Dinners Schedule/Menu 
  

March 12 High School Youth Serve/ Chili 
 

March 19  Jr. High Girls Serve/Sloppy Joes  
  and Cheesy Potatoes 
 

March 26  No Meal-Spring Break 
 

April 2  Jr. High Boys Serve/Tacos 
 

April 9   Jr. High Boys and Girls Serve/  
  Lasagna 

Thanks to every one for their help 
in collecting of Campbell soup 
points for the Lutheran Special Edu-
cation Ministries in behalf of our 
Sunday School.  In February a total 
2943 points from UPC codes, bonus 
points and lids were packed and shipped to   
Lutheran Special Education Ministries.  We will 
continue to collect the Campbell UPC code which 
must include the joining Campbell icon.  The 
UPC code or better yet the entire label may be 
placed in the designated box in the coatroom.  
NOTE:  BEVERAGE CAPS AND SAUCE CAPS 
ARE REQUIRED IN LIEU OF THE UPC. A list of 
eligible product labels is posted on the bulletin 
board by the fellowship hall.   

Keep those label points coming!!  



Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are  

rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

It’s not too soon to start 
cleaning out your attics, garag-

es, and closets to find items 
for the Youth Garage Sale!  

Mark your calendars for April 
11 & 12!  We will start taking 

items on the stage April 6. 

 

7th Grade Confirmation Retreat will be Fri-
day, April 4 and Saturday, April 5!  Seventh 
graders please make room in your busy 
schedules for 24 hours of food, fun, fellow-
ship, and learning with your fellow class-
mates at Camp CILCA.  Fliers and registra-
tion forms will be mailed home soon.  Par-
ents, if you are willing and able to assist by 
driving and chaperoning, please let Pastor 
Caithamer know as soon as possible. Hope 
to see you all there. 

A short business meeting, 
light refreshments and a Bi-
ble study/quiz over a very 
important subject are on the 
agenda for the LWML meet-
ing on Monday evening, 

March 17, at 6:30. Bring all your Biblical 
knowledge to see if you can ace the quiz.  

Hope to see you there! 

8th Grade Confirmation Retreat RESCHEULED!!! 
 

We will attempt another trek to St. Louis for the 
8th Grade Confirmation Retreat on Monday, 
April 21, 2014 (weather permitting, of course!).  
We will worship at the chapel service held at the 
International Center, tour that same facility and 
its historical museum, tour the campus of Con-
cordia Seminary and its Rare Book Room, and 
conclude with a tour of Concordia Publishing 
House, our synod's own publisher.  New  
permission slips and schedules will be mailed 
home soon! 

If you come forward to the Lord’s Supper you will notice that we have switched to a new kind of Communion 

wafer.  You will notice that these new style wafers are slightly larger yet thinner than the old style.  They have a 

very nice symbol of the victorious Lamb of God embossed upon each wafer.  They are made from only pure 
wheat flour and water and have more of the look and taste of bread.  I have always thought that the old style 

wafer tasted a bit like Styrofoam.  In my opinion these new wheat wavers dissolve more easily in the  

communicant’s mouth, and actually have some flavor along with a better texture.  If you 

have glutton allergies, we will still have glutton-free wafers in the center of the tray that 

you can request. 
 

It is common practice that we elevate a wafer along with the chalice filled with wine as we 

say the words of institution, and turn to face the congregation with the wafer held above 

the chalice when we say, “The peace of the Lord be with you always”.  We do this to make 

the theological point that Christ instituted this gift of His body and blood to bring us this 

peace of God of which we speak.  When worshipers sit further back in the sanctuary they 
aren’t always able to see the small wafer we hold above the chalice when we speak this 

blessing in the divine service.  So as many other churches have historically done, we have purchased one visu-

ally larger wafer that we will lift up as we consecrate the bread, and as we turn towards the congregation to ele-

vate the wafer and wine as we speak this blessing of peace with the Lord that comes through this Sacrament.  

We will then break up this larger wafer and serve it to communicants along with the smaller wafers.  We do this 

in the desire to make this part of the service more meaningful to the worshiper. 

NEW COMMUNION WAFERS    



        March Youth Events     
 
Sun., March 9  LYF Fest– Disinfecting 
2:00pm—4:00pm the Church and  
   School/Giant Four Square.  Bring 
   disinfecting wipes and a snack or 
   drink to share 
   

Wed., March 12  Lenten Dinner– High School Youth 
   Serve 
 
Wed., March 19  Lenten Dinner– Jr. High Girls Serve 

 

April Youth Events  
    

Wednesday, April 2 Lenten Dinner– High School Youth 
   Serve 
 
Wednesday, April 9 Lenten Dinner– Jr. High Girls and 
   Jr. High Boys Serve 
 
Sunday, April 6–  Youth Garage Sale Set-up & Event 
Saturday, April 12   
 
Saturday, April 19   Easter Breakfast Set-up  2pm 
 
Sunday, April 20      Easter Breakfast 

Jr. High Servant Event 

June 12-14 

We will be going to Camp CILCA to work on 
projects around the camp. 

The Family of Elden would like to thank our St. 

John's family for all your prayers and concern 

over the past several years and especially the 

past few weeks.   Elden went home to Heaven on 

January 28th and is now rejoicing with his Sav-

ior.   May God richly bless all of you for being 

such a wonderful and supportive church family! 

Summer Bible Study For Women 
We are asking you to prayerfully con-
sider joining a Summer Bible Study for 
Women.  The Bible Study will meet 
weekly and will study from a book by 
Linda Dillow.  She writes on topics spe-

cific to the Christian woman...worries about children, 
friends, careers, families, spouses...giving practical sug-
gestions for overcoming the anxieties of our pressured 
lives.  Cast aside the what ifs and whys and develop a 
deeper trust in Him.  The Bible Study will meet on 
Thursday evenings, 6:30pm, at Robeson Park.  All wom-
en are invited.  Children will have an area to play at the 
park.  The first meeting will be May 29, the final meeting 
will be August 14.  Contact Pat or Faith for details. 

$$$ THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS $$$ 
 

Hello Thrivent Financial members. March 31, 2014 
is the deadline for you to direct your 2013 Thrivent 
Choice Dollars. There are many fine organizations, 
including St. John Lutheran Church and St. John 
Lutheran School, that you can choose to direct your 
dollars to.  
 

Please call Thrivent at 1-800-847-4836 Monday -  
Thursday 8 am - 8 pm or on Friday 8 am - 6 pm. 
A Thrivent representative will assist you with your 
call. When I called last week, it took less than 5 
minutes! 

Ronda Craig 
Congregational Advocate 

The Kresca Family would like to thank those 

members of the congregation who offered kind 

words, prayers and other expressions of sym-

pathy during this difficult time. 
L ifelight will be starting a new 5 week study on 

the book Ezra.  Join us this Lenten season as 
we see Gods grace and mercy to His people 
as they return from captivity.  We will also 

see how our repentance and his grace 
continue in our lives today.  Contact 
Steve or see the display in the overflow 
on Sundays.  Classes meet Wednesday 
at 5:45 PM,  Thursday at 8:30AM, and at 
6:30PM, starting March 12th and 13th. 

From the Trustees - As a result of the imposed  

reduction in janitorial staff, the Trustees ask all after 

“business hours” users to assume the building is 

locked and the alarm has been armed. All facility 

users must disarm both alarms and set up for their 

event prior to each and every event. At the close of 

the event they must return the space to its original 

condition, re-secure the building and rearm the 

alarm. There is a check off sheet describing all the 

tasks that must be done as clean up for each particu-

lar space located in these spaces.  The Trustee’s 

thank you for the opportunity to serve our congrega-

tion. 



***School Library News*** 
 

The primary purpose for this newsletter 
article is to express my sincere thank 
you to many, many wonderful support-
ers of our St. John Lutheran School  
Library.  Again this school year we are 
very fortunate to have Maura volunteer-
ing to assist students and  
myself in our library each Thursday  
afternoon. Maura is the grandmother of  
second grade student, Maddy . Our 
new volunteer in the library this year is 
Sunanda (Sue) . Her daughter Sonia, is 
a first grade student. We are blessed to 
have two fine  
volunteers!  Over Christmas Break, 
Maura and Suba joined me alphabetiz-
ing the easy reader section and labeling 
new books that were purchased with a 
$1,000 grant from the Champaign 
County Chapter of Thrivent Financial. 
Suba's daughter, Sarah, is an AM3 stu-
dent at Little Lamb Preschool.  Our 3rd 
grade girls have been busy making 
bracelets and selling them. Recently 
they told me about this during their 
weekly library time and said that they 
were donating the proceeds to the li-
brary! I am very touched by their 
thoughtfulness and appreciate their 
hard work.   96.00 has been raised so 
far! Are you proud of them too?   Sever-
al friends of the library have donated 
books, magazines and book display 
easels. The list is long, which is a good 
thing; I want to thank all of them. Jean, 
Nathan and Summer, Jan, Gary and 
Maura, Sue, Rich and Sara and Ryan .  
St. John graduate, Nicholas, donated to 
the library a book that he wrote!   Eight 
new books were purchased with a gift 
card from Barnes and Noble from the 
2013 Books by the Bushel campaign. 
The 2014 Books by the Bushel pro-
gram, hosted by the Champaign/
Urbana Junior League, will take place 
April 11, 12 and 13. If you would like to 
participate, visit Barnes and Noble and 
take a look at the group of books we 
would love to offer to our students.  
While Parent/Teacher conferences 
were being held, Faith provided a Book 
Fair for our students and teachers. 10 
books were purchased for the library by 
St. John families.  Thank you to all of 
these generous donors and 
volunteers. Our library is a  
better place because of you! 
 
Ronda Craig, Librarian     

      Music Notes      
 

Our adult choirs are in the swing of things, and the full schedule is both listed 
below and available on our website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html 
  
Adult Choir rehearsals continue as follows: 
 

Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm Alleluia Ringers 
No handbell rehearsal Wednesday, March 5 

 
Thursdays from 6:00 pm to 6:45 pm Men’s Choir 

 
Thursdays from 6:45 pm to 7:30 pm Mixed Choir 

 
March performance schedule is as follows: 
 Sunday, March 2 8:00 Alleluia Ringers, Mixed Choir, Brass 
  10:45 Day School Choir, Men’s Choir, Brass 
 Sunday, March 9 8:00 Men’s Choir 
 Sunday, March 16 8:00 Lois Irion, violin 
  10:45 Instrumentalists & Soloists 
 Sunday, March 23 8:00 Mixed Choir 
 Wednesday, March 26  7:15 Handbell Prelude 
 Sunday, March 30 10:45 Men’s Choir 
 Sunday, April  6 8:00 Day School Choir Prelude 
   Alleluia Ringers 
  10:45 Alleluia Ringers - Prelude 
 
 

Looking further ahead in April towards Holy Week, we will have special 
music from Palm Sunday through Easter.  Some folks have requested that 
we once again sing Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus on Easter morning, but un-
less we have a significant influx of female voices into the Mixed Choir, we 
would not be able to offer a balanced and successful representation of 
this great work.  It’s up to you, folks! 
 
I have been reading and enjoying a recent work by the great musician 
John Eliot Gardner, entitled Bach – Music in the Castle of Heaven.  This 
fine work discusses Bach and Luther (did you know they attended the 
same school as youths and sang from the same choir books?) and how 
Bach’s music from his earliest days as a practicing church musician so suc-
cessfully embodies Luther’s vision of music’s purpose (Die Noten machen 
den Text lebendig - The notes make the words live!)   
 
One of Bach’s most distinguished predecessors was Heinrich Schutz.  Our 
Men’s Choir is learning his wonderful Easter motet Ich bin die Aufer-
stehung – I am the Resurrection.  We would love to have you join us as we 
start our Lenten journey and travel again towards the glorious Day when 
we celebrate Christ’s Resurrection. 

http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html


ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
FEBRUARY 
 
 
 
 

Sundays 8:00  Comm    10:45  Comm 
 Feb 2 168 125 124 101 

 Feb 9 183 134 156 125 

 Feb 16 185 130 201 152 

 Feb 23 184 128 140 103  

            

 

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm               

 Feb 5   16 10 

 Feb 12    35 25                  

 Feb 19   29 22 

 Feb 26   33 21 

1 Esther  

2 Roger  

3 Megan  

4 David, John, Judy, Aimee, Tara  

5 Sheree, David, Rollin  

7 Nick, Greg, Maxine  

8 Zachary, Lauren, Elizabeth, Dale, Hunter, 

Dan, Bryan, Zach  

9 Kathy, Tracy, Vicky  

10 Nick  

12 Anna, David, Rick  

13 Richard, Kristina, Beverly  

14 Don, Nancy, Jackie, Zachariah  

15 Jesse, Clinton, Rod, David  

16 Ruth, Kathy, Paul, Kelly  

17 Steve, Adam, Daniel  

18 Ed  

19 Sara, Scott, David, Michael, Arnold, Don, 

Susan  

20 Will  

21 Olivia, Isabella, Rachel  

22 Dan, Kendall, Isaac  

23 Peggy, Kathy  

24 Janet, Gwenny  

25 Roger  

26 Isaak, Bill  

27 Audrey, Alex  

28 Daniele, Chuck, Isabelle, Jake, 

Teri  

29 Caitlyn, Jaxon, Kelli, Judy , 

Shirley  

30 Chris, Jed  

31 Kevin, Bob, Lois, Gale, Angi, Ashley  

 

2 Larry & Marilyn (40) 

3 David & Anthea (2) 

4 Greg & Sue (37) 

24 Larry & Mary (52)  

25 John & Gladys (63); Lon & 

Betty (19) 

29 Brian & Donna (11) 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

 

  

PLEASE notify the church office 
(359-1123 or pmartin@stjohn-
lcms.org) if your birthday or 
anniversary is missing or 
incorrect.  Unfortunately, we 
don’t have 100% of our 
members’ birthdays & 

anniversaries on file.  Help us complete and correct 
our records by letting us know of any errors or 
omissions. Thank you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Spring Break: March 24-28      1 

2 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

3 
9:00 MOPS 

4 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  6:30 School Board 

  6:30 Fellowship Board 

  7:00 Trustees 

5  Ash Wednesday 

8:08 Chapel 

3:30 Holy Communion 

5:45 Midweek School,  

        Lifelight 

7:15 Holy Communion 

6 
  8:30 Lifelight 

12:30 Widow’s Group 

  6:00 Men’s Choir 

  6:30 Lifelight 

  6:45 Mixed Choir 

7 8 
8:00 Handymen 

4:00 PTF Funfair 

9  1st Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

           (Men’s Choir) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

  2:00 LYF Fest 

Daylight Saving Time Begins 

10 
6:00 Finance Board 

11 
6:00 Elders 

12 
  8:08 Chapel 

10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  3:30 Lenten Service 

  4:30 Lenten Dinner 

  5:45 Midweek School,  

          Lifelight 

  6:00 Handbells 

  7:15 Lenten Service 

13 
7:00 Men’s Prayer  

        Breakfast 

8:30 Lifelight 

1:30 Mary Martha 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:30 Lifelight 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

 

14 15 

16  2nd Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

          (Instrumentalists) 

17 
9:00 MOPS 

6:30 LWML 

18 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  1:00 1st & 2nd Grade 

           Reading Buddies 

  6:00 Council 

19 
8:08 Chapel 

3:30 Lenten Service 

4:30 Lenten Dinner 

5:45 Midweek School,  

        Lifelight 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Lenten Service 

20 
8:30 Lifelight 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:30 Lifelight 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

21 22 

23  3rd Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

           (Mixed Choir) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

24 25 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  3:45 Evangelism 

  6:00 Parish Ed 

  6:15 Technology Mtg. 

  6:30 PTF 

  7:30 Youth Board 

26 
8:08 Chapel 

3:30 Lenten Service 

5:45 Lifelight 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Lenten Service 

27 
8:30 Lifelight 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:30 Lifelight 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

28 29 

30  4th Sunday in Lent 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

           (Men’s Choir0 

31 Devotions & Hymn-

sing at Amber Glen 

on the 9th & 23rd at 

2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 
 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Elliott’s day off: 

Mondays 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s day 

off:  Fridays 

  

March 2014 


