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Life in the Two Kingdoms
The Crossroads of Church and State
It used to be a part of social etiquette that you never discuss religion or politics. Whether or not it is a part of that etiquette
anymore, discussion of religion and politics is quite the common occurrence today. One would be pretty safe to connect
these more frequent occurrences with the rise of social media. Blogs, Facebook, Twitter, and the like provide more and
more people with the opportunity to discuss sensitive subjects without as much of the immediate consequences that would
occur from a face-to-face conversation.
Truth be told, religion and politics are a part of everyone’s everyday life. Martin Luther had a lot to say on the subject as
he properly understood our reality in this world. Luther’s theology on this matter has come to be known as the theology
of the two kingdoms. The two kingdoms are commonly known as the kingdom of the left hand and the kingdom of the
right hand. The kingdom of the left represents the world; the kingdom of the right represents the Church. The lefthand
kingdom must be ruled by the law as given and inspired by God. In the righthand kingdom, it is the Gospel and grace that
is to reign supreme in the Church.
As Christians, we believe, teach, and confess that the one true God is ruler over both kingdoms. And as Christians, we
exist in both kingdoms at the same time. Luther understood the Christian to live in three realms in this life: that of the
home/family, that of the church, and that of society. Naturally, with God as Lord over all, he has a lot to say about how
his people are to live in all three. It is usually the realms of the world and the Church that carry most of the discussions.
Jesus’ words on the matter are the most impactful when it comes to developing this worldview. In Matthew 22, Mark 12,
and Luke 20, we are given the account of Jesus being tested by the Pharisees. The Pharisees knew of the Jews hatred for
the Roman occupation and they dreaded paying taxes to Caesar. But, of course, Caesar would not permit a tax-free Israel
for any reason and anyone who would condone not paying taxes to Caesar would have to face his wrath. “Tell us, then,
what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” In his Godly wisdom, Jesus teaches the theology of the two
kingdoms. The coin for the tax bears Caesar’s image, so those who live in this world must live in this world and conform
to its ways, so long as it does not contradict God’s Word (Acts 5:29). At the same time, the follower of God must submit
to him. “Therefore,” Jesus said, “render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.”
St. Paul picks up on this in his words to the Christians in Rome, who were still well under the authority of the Roman Empire. “Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and those that
exist have been instituted by God…Therefore one must be in subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the
sake of conscience. For because of this you also pay taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very
thing. Pay to all what is owed to them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, respect to
whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed” (Romans 13:1, 5–7).
Your Great Opportunity!!!
The intersection of religion and politics is passed through more and more frequently with matters of the definition of marriage, abortion, and acts of violence dominating our news feeds. What is your obligation as a Christian in this world? Do
you speak out? Do you write your congressman? Do you seek to obtain public office? Do you keep silent in order to
maintain peace in your family and among your friends?
On Saturday, March 17, you will have a great opportunity to hear these matters discussed and I do strongly pray that you
all will attend! St. John will be hosting the annual convention for the Lutheran Laymen’s League, which is a Recognized
Service Organization of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and is the founder of Lutheran Hour Ministries, home of
the ever-popular Lutheran Hour. The title for this year’s convention is: The Two Kingdoms and the Role of a Christian in
the Political Process. The two key speakers at this convention are former Lutheran Hour speaker and current executive
director of the newly founded Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty, Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz and Congressman for the 15 th
District of Illinois and fellow LCMS Lutheran, John Shimkus.
continued

This convention promises to be a stimulating look at the life of the Christian, of you and me, in our modern world. These
men are well-versed in the two kingdoms theology and will provide a great chance for all of us in Champaign-Urbana to
learn more about our lives in the two kingdoms. Forms for registration must be completed and sent in by Monday, March
5. You can find a registration form in your Sunday bulletin or on the table in the narthex area of the church.
And Beyond…
It is my sincere hope that, along with our recent celebration of the 500th Anniversary of the Reformation, with guest
speaker Dr. Ken Schurb, and with this hosting of the Lutheran Laymen’s League convention, with guest speakers Dr.
Seltz and Congressman Shimkus, our congregation will be able to play host to more speaking engagements in the near
future and beyond. Please pray that our congregation can be built up by these speakers and that we can offer a comforting and confident voice to our community that is well-rooted in the Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. He is the
one thing needful and what we are about more than anything.
As always, let me know if you have any questions or comments, or even suggestions for future speakers at St. John! You
can call me at church, email me, or call or text me.
The Lord bless you and keep you now and always!
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Letitia and family at the death of mother
Gladys , Cynthia and family at the death of husband Larry
Upcoming Surgery: Pam
Following Surgery: Rollin, Judy-sister of Larry, LaVonne
For Healing and Recovery: Earl, Bill-son in law of Dave & Donna, Glenda, Rick,
Joyce, Brandon-nephew of Brenda, Lorelai, Lois, Lucille, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel niece of Judy, Nicholas-grandson of Tony & Jill, Cathy-sister of Millie, Dale-brother
in law of Ellie, Stephen-son of Ken, Merv, John, Sue, Andy, Kent, Todd-grandson
of Harold , Tom
For Strength, Hope and Peace: Anna -mother of Bill
For Successful Treatments: Philip-son of Starley, Judy, Johnny-son in law of
Letty, Jeannette, Joan, Nancy, Maxine
For our Military: Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Heath, Christopher,
Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the
Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston,
Jamaica

Men's Prayer
Breakfast
The men of the
congregation are
invited the second Thursday of each
month to Original Pancake House
for food, fellowship, devotion and
prayers led by Pastor Caithamer.
Please join us this month on
Thursday, March 8th, at 7:00am.

Faith and Family Night - Please
join us for our next Faith & Family
Night on Friday, March 2, 5:307:00pm. We will have dinner together,
a brief devotion, an activity, and open
gym time. A sign-up sheet is available
on the bulletin board near the fellowship hall. Please note that will we will
be meeting in the gym lobby this time
instead of the fellowship hall. Families
with children of all ages are invited
and encouraged to attend.
Mary Martha will meet on Thursday,
March 8 at 1:30 p.m. in the church
overflow. Our speaker will be Kathy ,
Donor Relations Manager, Ascending
Roots, The Lutheran Church Missouri
Synod. All ladies of the church are welcome to attend.

LWML—at our March meeting we will be
showing The First Rosa, a movie funded by
LCMS about Dr. Rosa J Young, often
referred to as the Mother of Black
Lutheranism. She helped to found 35
Lutheran churches and 30 schools to serve
some of the poorest people in
Alabama. Members of the congregation are
welcome to attend this opportunity to see
Lutheran missions in action.

E.A.T. Night for March
The March E.A.T. night will be at Culver’s on Neil St.
on Monday, March 12, 5-8pm! Flyers and more
details will be available.

PTF Fun
Fair

CENTRAL ILLINOIS DISTRICT LLL CONVENTION
Saturday, March 17, 2018
St. John Lutheran Church, Champaign
Registration begins at 9:30am
Speakers: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz, Congressman
John Shimkus, LHM Ministry Resource Manager
Polly Faszholz Gregali
Catered lunch provided at noon
Adults $12; Students and Children free
Be part of Splash Canyon VBS June 18-22! Life is
full of thrills and spills! We don’t know what’s
around the bend, but God does! At Splash Canyon
VBS, God’s children of all ages learn the good news
is God is with us and keeps His promises to us on
life’s wild ride! As staff members for Splash Canyon
VBS, you have fun and share the Splash Canyon
message with the kids! If you can help full or part
time, we have many ways to be involved to suit
your schedule and interests. Call Faith or email for
more information. Our next planning meeting is
April 21 at 9 am. Plunge in for VBS fun at Splash
Canyon!

The annual PTF Fun Fair will be
held on Saturday, March 3rd.
Join us for inflatables, games, fun,
and fellowship! Food will be for sale (provided by the
6th grade class to raise money for their
Gettysburg/DC trip).
Tickets are needed to play the games and for the inflatables. You may preorder tickets before the Fun
Fair at 5/$1 in the school office. On the day of the
Fun Fair, tickets will cost 4/$1.

Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars by March 31
Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its
Thrivent Choice program can help support
organizations you care about. From this program,
$2,130 has already been directed to St. John Lutheran
School during 2017. Eligible Thrivent Financial
members have until March 31, 2018 to direct any
remaining 2017 Choice Dollars to hundreds of worthy organizations. Directing Choice Dollars is easy.
Simply call 800-847-4836 and say Thrivent Choice
after the prompt or go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice
to learn more. Please don't let your Choice Dollars
expire.
Ronda , Congregational Advocate

St John Youth Group
(6th-12th graders)

Join us for faith, fun and family night at St. John at
5:30-8:30 Friday, March 2 for supper and then we
will break into our own small group for Bible study
while the younger ones do craft and have gym
time. Then we will have open/gym and game
night. Please bring a snack/drink to share and your
favorite board or card game. Hope you can join the
fun!Please RSVP to Vanessa so we can plan to
have enough food for supper.

Help the 6th & 7th grade classes in raising money for
the Gettysburg/Washington, D.C. Trip. Enjoy
delicious Beef House rolls, strawberry jam and
apple butter – just in time for Easter! Orders are
due Sunday, March 4,
and delivery will be
March 15 (time to be
determined).

Music Notes
Rehearsals for our Adult Choirs continue as follows:
Alleluia Ringers
Wednesdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Men’s Choir
Thursdays
6:00 – 6:45 pm
Mixed Choir
Thursdays,
6:45 – 7:30 pm
March 4
(Lent 3)
March 11
(Lent 4)
March 18
(Lent 5)

8:00
10:45
8:00
8:00
10:45
8:00
10:45

No rehearsal 3.7 or 4.4
No rehearsal 4.5
No rehearsal 4.5

Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude)
Men’s Choir
K-3 School Choir Prelude
Mixed Choir
Sunday School – Prelude
“The Holy City”
Lois, violin
Instrumentalists

Holy Week Schedule
March 25
Sunday School will sing “Hosanna!” to lead the Procession with Palms
(Palm Sunday)
8:00
Men’s Choir – “God so loved the World”
10:45
Mixed Choir – “Christ, we do all adore Thee”
March 29
7:15
Alleluia Ringers
(Maundy Thursday)
March 30
7:15
Men’s & Mixed Choirs
(Good Friday)
April 1
6:00, 8:00 & 10:45 He is Risen indeed! Alleluia!
(Easter Day)
Last Summer I was privileged to attend the Bach Academy at the University of Illinois, where we studied and performed J.S. Bach’s “St. John Passion.” This year we will incorporate Bach’s congregational
chorales from this great masterpiece into the reading of St. John’s Gospel, which is read on Good Friday as part of our Tenebrae Vespers service. These chorales are provide a wonderful and devotional
reflection on Christ’s immeasurable sacrifice.
Instrumentalists are always welcome – especially for Easter! We are planning rehearsals for 12:00 on
Palm Sunday, and during the day on Holy Saturday at a time to be determined. Please let Keith know
of your interest and availability.
We will make a joyful noise to honor our Lord’s Resurrection on Easter morning. Handbells, brass,
choirs, glorious music, the return of Alleluia and our grateful hymns of praise and celebration!
Soli Deo Gloria! Keith Williams

Mission Statement:

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,
centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Yankee Candles Fundraiser

Support the 6th and 7th grade St. John students and their trips to Washington, DC by purchasing Yankee Candle
products. The Yankee Candle catalog features spring and summer decorative candle holders and scented candles. There are also several seed sets and garden décor items available for sale.
Catalogs and order forms will be available beginning March 26th. Orders can be
placed online or order forms can be returned to the school office. All orders are due
by Monday, April 9th. Items will be delivered in time for Mother’s Day. If you have
any questions, please contact the school office, 359-1714 or email Kim.

Ram Rebate Gift Cards
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and restaurants through Ram Rebate and a percentage will go towards your tuition or a school or church account of your choice. Stop by the school
office or visit www.shopwithscrip.com for details.
In Stock cards are available during school office hours.
Now Available In Stock – Home Depot, Menards and Lowe’s
March Order Dates:
Orders Due: Monday March 5 & March 26
Pick-up: Friday March 9 and Thursday March 29
*All the dates for the year are on the calendar on the school’s website: www.stjohnls.com

Littler Lambs
Who?
Where?
When?

A Friday Morning Playgroup

Children ages birth -5 years old and
their parent or caregiver
St. John School Gym
Friday mornings after Little Lamb
Preschool drop off (8:10am)

The first 20 minutes will be free playtime with
toys and large motor equipment. Circle time
will start at 8:30 with songs, stories about Jesus,
and games. Free play will continue until
9:30am.
No signup necessary !
Drop in anytime!

From the Finance Board
In an effort to keep the members of St. John
informed about the financial condition of the
Church we are including information about our
current financial situation. The Collapsed Income
and Expense report on the p[rinted page shows
the amount of income and expenses for the year
to date. Below is a report showing the quantity of
envelope giving for the month of January 2018.

May God continue to bless all the members of St.
John!
Finance Board

School News
Since the beginning of January we have had three Little Lamb students, one fifth grade student and one first
grade student enroll. We are excited to have these five new students join our school family. We have begun the
enrollment process for the 2018-2019 school year. If you know of a family who might be interested in our school,
please have them contact the school office and we are happy to schedule a tour.
The March E.A.T. Night is at Culver’s on February 12. The girls’ volleyball team is wrapping up their season with
regional games the beginning of March. The track athletes are preparing for their season. Once again we are
hosting a Track Meet at the U of I Armory on Saturday, March 24. Please contact the school office if you would
like to volunteer at the meet.
Principal Update: Mr. and Mrs. Tim and Vicki Gabbert have purchased a condo in Champaign. Mr. Gabbert will be
moving here the end of March and plans to start work the second week of April. Mrs. Gabbert will be moving here
this summer. Please keep them in your prayers as they prepare to move and begin their service here.
Thank you for your many donations that help our school.
Blessings,
Faith Block
Interim Principal

St. John Track & Field Invitational
15th

The
Annual St. John Track Meet will be held at the
University of Illinois Armory on Saturday March 24th at 10am.
To hold this meet we need many volunteers from the school and church to help. We need volunteers to take admission, supervise events (shot put, long jump, high jump), help in the hospitality room, etc. If you have a special skill or preference or just
want to help, please contact kschmidt@stjohnls.com or stop by the school office.

MARCH BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
7
8
9
10
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Esther
Roger
Megan
John, Judy, Aimee, Tara
Sheree, David, Rollin
Nick, Greg, Maxine
Zachary, Lauren, Elizabeth, Dale, Dan, Bryan,
Zach
Lucas, Kathy, Tracy, Vicky
Nick
Anna, David, Rick
Richard, Kristina, Beverly
Don, Nancy, Jackie, Zachariah
Jesse, Clinton, Rod, David
Ruth, Kathy
Adam, Daniel
Ed, Kalen, Michael
Sara, Scott, David, Michael, Arnold, Don,
Susan
Will
Olivia, Isabella, Rachel
Lauren, Dan, Kendall, Pam, Isaac
Kathy Meyer

25
26
27
28

Dion, Roger
Bill
Audrey, Alex
Daniele, Chuck, Isabelle, Jake,
Teri
29 Caitlyn, Jaxon, Judy, Shirley
30 Chris, Jed
31 Kevin, Bob, Lois, Gale, Angi, Ashley

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES
2

Larry & Marilyn (44)

3

David & Anthea (6)

4

Greg & Sue (41)

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
FEBRUARY

11 Craig & Shirley (18); Roger &
Karen (41)
25 Lon & Betty (23)

Sundays

29 Brian & Donna (15)

Feb 4
Feb 11
Feb 18
Feb 25

PLEASE notify the church office
(359-1123) if your birthday or
anniversary is missing or
incorrect. Unfortunately, we
don’t have 100% of our
members’ birthdays &
anniversaries on file. Help us
complete and correct our records by letting us know
of any errors or omissions. Thank you!

8:00 Comm
138
106
158
151

121
84
133
128

Wednesdays 3:30 Comm
Feb 7
Ash Wednesday
Feb 14
91
Feb 21
79
Feb 28

91
70

10:45 Comm
97
105
111
141

7:15

77
78
91
130

Comm

28

20

71
31

52
28

2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 11th & 25th
at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Caithamer’s

4 3rd Sunday in Lent

day off:

School Office
359-1714

5

8:00 Holy Communion (AR)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)
1:00 Adult Information Class

Wed

Fridays

Thu
2

3

9:00 Lifelight
12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

5:30 Faith & Family
Night

4:00 PTF Funfair

9

10

7

8

10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:30 Fellowship Board
6:00 Trustees
6:30 School Board

8:05 Chapel
3:30 Lenten Service
4:30 Lenten Dinner
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
7:15 Lenten Service

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:00 Lifelight
10:00 Evangelism
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

13

11 4th Sunday in Lent

12

14

15

8:00 Holy Communion (MxC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Adult Information Class

E.A.T. Night @ Culver’s 1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders,
on Neil 5-8
Finance Board

8:05 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
3:30 Lenten Service
4:30 Lenten Dinner
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Lenten Service

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

18 5th Sunday in Lent

19

20

21

22

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Adult Information Class

6:30 LWML

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

3:30 Lenten Service
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Lenten Service

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

25 Palm Sunday

26

8:00 Holy Communion (MC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
12:00 Brass Rehearsal
1:00 Adult Information Class

Newsletter Deadline

D a y

27
10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 Stewardship
7:00 Youth Board

S c h o o l

S p r i n g

28
5:30 PTF
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells

Sat

1

6

Daylight Savings Time Begins

Fri

Daylight Savings Time
Begins Tomorrow

16

17
CID LLL Convention
9:30 Registration
10:30 Convention

23

24

29 Maundy Thursday

30 Good Friday

31

8:05 Chapel
7:15 Holy Communion (AR)

7:15 Tenebrae Vespers
(MC & MxC)

Easter Brass
Rehearsal TBA

B r e a k

No School
Church Office closes at
noon

