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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 

Our Lenten preparations continue through the month of March, leading us on toward Holy Week.  There is 
much that takes place for our Lord in that last week of his earthly life before his resurrection.  One of the big-
gest days of that week is what we have called Maundy Thursday.  The word Maundy comes from the Latin 
word mandatum, from which we get our English word mandate.  The reason this word is used to  
describe this day of the week is rooted in Jesus’ commandment to his disciples in John 13: “A new  
commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you are to love one  
another.” 
 

This commandment of Jesus is rooted, not in our service to others, but in Christ’s service to us.  On the next 
day, Jesus would demonstrate the kind of love by which we are to love one another.  With that act being his 
own death on the cross, the focal point of that Thursday is Jesus’ preparation for Good Friday.  Jesus has much 
still to teach his disciples that day, and it all culminates in the institution of his Supper.  Because of this, the 
Thursday of Holy Week has been known traditionally as Holy Thursday. 
 

In his Holy Thursday hymn, Jaroslav Vajda writes these words: 
When You awoke that Thursday morning, Savior, teacher, faithful friend,  
Thoughts of self and safety scorning, Knowing how the day would end; 
Lamb of God, foretold for ages, Now at last the hour had come 
When but One could pay sin’s wages: You assumed their dreadful sum. 
 --Lutheran Service Book 445, v 1 

 

What a thought, to go through that day from the perspective of Jesus.  The hour for Jesus had finally come.  
There was no more avoiding the opposition to God and his Word.  Jesus’ passion predictions would all come 
true.  He would be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, the scribes.  Jesus would be handed over to the reli-
gious leaders to be killed via crucifixion.  Jesus spent much of that Thursday  
evening preparing his disciples with most-comforting words:   
 

“Let not your hearts be troubled.  Believe in God; believe also in me.  In my Father’s house are many rooms.  
If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?” (John 14:1–2). 
 

“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). 
 

“Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son.  If you ask me any-
thing in my name, I will do it” (John 14:14). 
 

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring 
to your remembrance all that I have said to you.  Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  Not as the 
world gives do I give to you” (John 14:26–27). 
 

“I am the vine; you are the branches.  Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is that bears much fruit, for 
apart from me you can do nothing” (John 15:5). 
 

“Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his friends” (John 15:12). 
 
“When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own  
authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come…All that the 
Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to you” (John 16:13, 15). 
 

“I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.  In the world you will have tribulation.  But 
take heart; I have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 

 
At the high point of Holy Thursday, following Jesus’ great words of comfort, is Jesus’ initiation of the new covenant, 

Lenten Focus:  Maundy Thursday 



 

 
 

 
 
 

For Peace and Comfort:  Jay & Stephanie  
and family at the death of Jay’s mother Dorothy, 
Vickie and family at the death of husband Philip 
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Heide, Mailynn-
granddaughter of Rick and Rita, Judy, Pastor Eh-
lers, Shirley, Esther, Karla, Aidan, Martin-son of Let-
ty, Whitney-wife of Ellie’s grandson, Barbara -friend 
of the congregation, Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce, 
John, Tom, Jan, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan 
& Joanie, Maria, Merv, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, 
Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Jacob -great 
grandson of Bob & Joan, Joan -mother of Bill, Judy 
-mother of Rochelle, Rebecca -daughter of Marvin 
& Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan -brother of Bon-
nie, Todd -grandson of Harold  
 
 
For Successful Treatments:  Luke, Kendra
(school parent), Cari(school parent), Nicole 
(school parent) Earl, Jayne, Linda, Roxy, Jean-
ette, Joan, Nancy  
 

 
 

 
 
For our Military:  Roberto, Adam, 
Joshua, Nick, Zachary, Taylor, Andy, 
Brandon, Ben, Allyson  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randri-
anasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary 
and the Madagascar Lutheran Semi-
nary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca 
Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and 
the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

Mission Statement 
 

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of 
God by building lives that are rooted in the 
Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by 
Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His 

Gospel with all.   

the one made in his own blood.  On the night that he was betrayed, Jesus gave to his disciples his own body and blood 
in, with, and under the bread and wine of that Passover supper.  Jesus’ death on the cross the following day would put 
that new meal into effect as the sacred meal of the Church.  Forgiveness of sins is truly given in the body and blood of 
Christ and thus received by those who believe these words: “For this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out 
for many for the forgiveness of sins” (Matthew 26:28). 
 
 What was there that You could give them That would never be outspent, 
 What great gift that would outlive them, What last will and testament? 
 “Show Me and the world you love Me, Know Me as the Lamb of God: 
 Do this in remembrance of Me, Eat this body, drink this blood.” 
  --Lutheran Service Book 445, v 3 
 
As Jesus fed the thousands with an abundance of food, so he continues to feed his Church with the abundance of his 
food and drink in his own body and blood.  The Lord’s Supper is truly the sacred meal of our Lord, one that we are 
blessed to receive, trusting firmly in his words, “Given  and shed for you.” 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ continue to bless you this Lententide and in the remembrance of his suffering, death, 
and resurrection for you, his dearly beloved. 
 

In Christ’s service, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 

We would like to express our immense gratitude for 
all the prayers and support we received after the death 
of our loved one.  Although it is a difficult time for us, 
we find comfort in the fact that our church family is 

thinking of us and praying for us.  We deeply  
appreciate all your support.  Earl Welch & Family 



       March Music Notes      
 

 

     The church lost one of its musical lights on Jan-
uary 24, when 91-year old Carl Schalk was called 
to eternal rest.  Carl Schalk was a noted Lutheran 
composer, author, and lecturer.   Between 1965 
and 2004 he taught church music at his alma ma-
ter,  Concordia University Chicago. During this 
time he guided the development of the universi-
ty's Master of Church Music degree, which has 
since graduated more than 140 students.  He  
authored numerous books on worship in the 
church, worked as an editor for the journal 
Church Music, and composed pieces for various 
musical ensembles as well as more than one hun-
dred carols and hymn tunes. 
     Schalk was always committed to writing music 
for the church that is creative, but easily singable.  
Several of Schalk’s choral settings are in our choir 
library. His devotion to hymnody is well repre-
sented in the Lutheran Service Book, with 12 of its 
hymns either featuring new tunes by Schalk or his 
arrangements. His frequent collaborations with 
Lutheran Pastors and hymn authors Jaroslav 
Vajda and Herbert Brokering are among his most 
enduring, including 

369 Where Shepherds lately knelt 
680 Thine the Amen, Thine the praise 
910 Now the silence 

 

Thine the glory in the night, No more dying only light 
Thine the river, Then the tree, Then the Lamb eternally 
Then the holy, holy, holy Celebration jubilee 
Thine the splendor, Thine the brightness only Thee, 

only Thee. 
 

Among Schalk’s several books on church music in 
our library are Luther on Music: Paradigms of 
Praise and God’s song in a new land: Lutheran 
Hymnals in America 
 

I look forward to worshipping with you in person 
again soon.  Recording of services for online lis-
tening will continue for the foreseeable future, 
for those who are not yet comfortable attending 
in person. 
 

The Alleluia Ringers continue to rehearse on 
Tuesday evenings at 7:00 pm, and will be record-
ing selections that will be heard later in Lent and 
on Easter. 
 

Soli Deo Gloria,  
Keith  

Summer Program 2021 

June 7-July 30 

 (Sign up by the week) 

 Open to Little Lamb - 5th grade students 

**must be enrolled in Little Lamb or St. John for 2020-2021 or 
2021-2022 school year 

Choose 3 Day (M/W/F) or 5 Day , 

Half Day  (7:30-11:30) or Full Day (7:30-3:15) 

After Care available til 5:30 for additional fee. 

More information and Registration Forms 

Enrollment for the 2021-2022 school year  
has begun! 

St. John Lutheran School and Little Lamb Preschool offer a Christ-
centered education for students age three through eighth 

grade. Our caring, skilled teachers use a variety of strategies to 
engage students’ minds in a safe learning environment, with the 
focus on teaching every subject with a Biblical worldview.  Little 
Lamb Preschool offers morning and full day classes.  Two-day (T/

TH), three-day (M/W/F), and five-day options are available. 

Tell everyone about our wonderful school!  For 
more information, contact the school office at 

(217) 359-1714. 

Ram Rebate Gift Cards 

Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and  
restaurants through Ram Rebate and a percentage 
will go towards your tuition or a church account of 

your choice.  In Stock cards are available during 
school office hours.  Orders will be placed the first  

of the month. 
Pick-up on physical cards in 5-7 days. 

  
Discover your earning potential with new mobile app 

 *Earn Every Day: Easy access means you can order 

whenever and wherever it’s most convenient for you 

*Everything in one place: You can manage your eGift 

cards and reloads for simple redemption online and in 

stores.  Stop by the school office or visit 

www.shopwithscrip.com 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


SECOND SEMESTER CHAPEL OFFERINGS 
 

Chapel offerings will go toward the CID Campus Ministries. 
We believe it is very important to provide spiritual care for  
students in college. All universities and colleges in our Cen-
tral Illinois District have a volunteer contact campus pastor 
from a nearby LCMS congregation.  Four state universities 
(UI, ISU, EIU, & WIU) have a special facility and a full-time 
campus ministry for our students and others (including inter-
national students). These campus ministries provide im-
portant spiritual care at a very important time in the life of 
our young people.  Many of our St. John Alumni are active 
in campus ministries.   

 
Chapel Offering for the 1

st
 Wednesday of each 

month will be food items for the St. John Food 
Pantry. 

1 Esther  

2 Roger  

3 Megan  

4 John, Judy, Aimee, Tara  

5 Sheree, David, Rollin  

7 Nick, Cole, Maxine  

8 Zachary, Lauren,  Dale, Dan, Bryan, Zach  

9 Lucas, Kathy, Tracy, Vicky  

10 Nick  

12 Anna, David, Rick  

13 Richard, Kristina, Beverly  

14 Don, Nancy, Jackie, Zachariah  

15 Jesse, Clinton, Rod, David  

16 Ruth, Kathy  

17 Adam, Daniel  

19 Scott, David, Michael, Arnold, Susan  

20 Will  

21 Olivia, Rachel  

22 Dan, Kendall, Pam, Isaac  

23 Kathy, Keelyn  

25 Vicki, Roger  

26 Bill  

27 Audrey, Alex  

28 Daniele, Chuck, Fionna, Amelia, 

Isabelle, Jake, Teri  

29 Caitlyn, Jaxon, Judy , Shirley  

30 Chris, Jed  

31 Kevin, Bob, Lois, Gale, Angi  

2 Larry & Marilyn (47) 

3 David & Anthea (9) 

4 Greg & Sue (44) 

11 Craig & Shirley (21); Roger & 
Karen (44) 

23 Taylor & Christina (8) 

25 Lon & Betty (26) 

29 Brian & Donna (18) 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your 
birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.  
Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our members’ 
birthdays & anniversaries on 
file.  Help us complete and 
correct our records by letting 
us know of any errors or 
omissions. Thank you! 

St. John Webstore Is Open! 
https://stjohnstore.martinonesource.com/ 
There are many new designs and styles –
personalization and text options are available 
on many items. Orders are processed as they 
are received and are ready in 10-15 days.  The 
school office will contact you when items are 
ready for pickup.  

https://stjohnstore.martinonesource.com/


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 
 

2 

10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Fellowship Board, 
          Trustees,  
          Evangelism,  
          Handbells 
  6:30 School Board 

3 
8:20 Chapel 
3:30 Lenten Service 
5:45 Midweek School, 
        Lifelight 
7:15 Lenten Service 

4 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:00 Lifelight 
6:30 Men’s Choir 
 

5 
 

6 
 
 

7  Third Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 Holy Communion  
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 
 

8 
5:30 Finance Board 

 

9 
 
6:00 Elders,  
        Handbells 

10 

  8:20 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  3:30 Lenten Service 
  5:45 Midweek School, 
           Lifelight 
  7:15 Lenten Service 

11 
7:00 Men’s Prayer 
        Breakfast 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:00 Lifelight 
6:30 Men’s Choir 
 

12 
 

13 
 

14  Fourth Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion  
  1:00 New Member Class 
   

Daylight Savings  
Time Begins 

15 
 

16   
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Council, 
          Handbells 

17 
8:20 Chapel 
3:30 Lenten Service 
5:45 Lifelight 
7:15 Lenten Service 

18 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:00 Lifelight 
6:30 Men’s Choir 
 

19 
 
 

20 

21  Fifth Sunday in Lent 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 

22 

 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

23 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed, 
          Haandbells 
  7:00 Youth Board 

24 
8:20 Chapel 
3:30 Lenten Service 
5:45 Midweek School, 
        Lifelight 
7:15 Lenten Service 

25 
6:30 Men’s Choir 
 

26 27 

28  Palm Sunday 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion  
   1:00 New Member Class 

29 
 

30 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Handbells 
   

31 

5:45 Midweek School 
 

No afternoon or 
evening services 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:   

Fridays 

 
 

Church Office 
359-1123 

 
School Office 

359-1714 

 

2021 
Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 
    and uphold me with a willing spirit.   

Psalm 51:12 

D  a  y        S  c  h  o  o  l        S   p   r   i   n   g           B   r   e   a   k 
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