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Eight Is Great in Christ! Newness in Israelite Life and Beyond
Eight may be my new favorite number! That is because
eight and the quality of "newness" work together
beautifully in the Bible. Last month, I wrote about the
greatness of the number eight in Christian theology. That
treatment was rooted in the seven days of creation and the
seven days of Holy Week. Once those weeks of work were
completed, the eighth day started the next week and
ultimately the rest of time flowing from that work.
Further rooted in the Old Testament is the newness quality
of the number eight. One of the first mentions of the eighth
day in the Old Testament is in Leviticus 12. That is where
God first establishes the day on which the painful act of
circumcision was to take place. Circumcision would then
physically mark the sons of Israel to set them apart as God's
chosen people. On the eighth day of their lives, the new
and official identity of the sons of Israel began.
It was not long after the institution of circumcision that its
theological significance was understood. Not only was
circumcision a physical act meant to set apart Hebrew men
from others, but it also served as a picture of what was to
happen to the faithful people of God in repentance. In
Deuteronomy 10, Moses writes, "Circumcise therefore the
foreskin of your heart, and be no longer
stubborn" (Deuteronomy 10:16 ESV). Later, in
Deuteronomy 30, God says, " And the LORD your God will
circumcise your heart and the heart of your offspring, so
that you will love the LORD your God with all your heart and
with all your soul, that you may live" (Deuteronomy 30:6
ESV). Further passages connect circumcision with
repentance and forgiveness (Jeremiah 4:4; Romans 2:25-29;
Philippians 3:3; Colossians 2:11-12).
Eighth day renewal continues to be an underlying theme in
Hebrew life as the eighth day was when an unclean person
could re-enter the tabernacle or temple and offer the
required sacrifice. If an Israelite had in some way become
unclean, that condition remained for seven days, a number
of wholeness. When that period was complete, the eighth
day would serve as the day of sacrifice and the life of the
person would begin anew as ceremonially clean (Leviticus
14:10-20; 14:23; 15:13-15; 15:28-30; 23:33-36; Numbers 6:9
-12).

Of course, these rules and laws are no longer in effect for
Christians. And truthfully, they never served as worksrighteousness to earn salvation. None of these truths exist
apart from God's Word and have no merit in and of
themselves. Instead, they serve to bring comfort and hope
to God's people who have very clear representations of the
uncleanness sin causes in human life. That God would even
provide an avenue for cleanliness is testimony of God's
great grace and mercy.
While the people of God took his laws seriously, there were
no doubt times when they failed to even obey these
commands for cleanliness. Sin remained a problem. It still
needed atonement. Willingly and not by force, God's own
Son descended into human flesh to live out the law
perfectly. He was circumcised physically on the eighth day
after his birth. Christ Jesus faithfully attended the feasts
and celebrations as his ancestors did. He worshipped with
his brethren in the synagogues on the Sabbath. He
succeeded in fulfilling the Law where all people have failed.
In so doing, Jesus Christ has done it all for us. He has lived
perfectly for us, died innocently for us, and been raised
victoriously for us. And now he lives forever in the eighth
day, the day that knows no end, the day that knows not
death. For Christ is raised victorious from the dead, never
to know death again! (Romans 6:9) And, "If we have died
with him, we will also live with him" (2 Timothy 2:11).
Our eighth day is coming, that day when our Lord Jesus
Christ returns and raises us from death to life, when we will
never know death again! Newness awaits us who have
been baptized into Christ. The newness of our eighth day is
ours even now! The world cannot see it. We cannot see it.
Reason cannot understand it. But, even in the presence of
our own sin and death, we have new life even now. It is
ours presently and eternally.
Thanks be to God for the newness he has so graciously
attached to the eighth day through our crucified and
resurrected Lord, Jesus Christ!
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

Following Surgery: Jim
Hospitalized: Brian
Healing and Recovery: Diane, Lorraine, Jim, Lela, Wendy,
Lucille

The men of the congregation are invited the second Thursday of each month
to Original Pancake House for prayers,
devotion, food and fellowship. Please
join us this month on Thursday, May
9th, at 6:30am.

For Successful Treatment: Anita, Jenny —daughter-in-law
of Bob & Joan
The annual May Luncheon
sponsored by the Mary Martha
Society will be on Thursday,
May 9, at 12:30. Please bring a
dish to share or just come.
Drinks and tableware will be
provided.

Military: Luke, Jim, Zachary, Jimmy, Brandon, Keidi, Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson
Missionaries: Pastor David Rakotonirina and the
Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston
and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and
the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Come and enjoy good food, fellowship and
entertainment. All are welcome!

Get ready for a
mountaintop experience!
June 17th-21nd
At VBS this summer, children will gather their gear and set out on an expedition to learn about our one true
God. Shout it from the peak’s summit – with Him, it’s possible to scale any mountain that’s ahead.
Registration forms for children age 3 to completed 5th grade are available on the Narthex table. Volunteers
are needed to make VBS a success. Youth who have completed 6 th –12th grade may sign up for their
preferred area. Please see bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall for more information.
If you have any questions please contact: Susan or Kim

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in
the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love
and share His Gospel with all.

The LWML/Ladies Aid of Peace Lutheran Church in Thomasboro invite the women of St. John to their annual Community Mother-Daughter Salad Supper which is to be held on
Sunday, May 5th at 4:00pm. The event will be held at the
Thomasboro Community Building located at 600 North
Commercial Street in Thomasboro. The event is free, and all
women are encouraged to attend whether or not they have
their mother/daughter with them. The featured speaker
will be Dianne Noland from the U of I Department of Horticulture and she will teach us about flower arranging to music. Bring your creativity and your cameras! Reservations
are appreciated by April 27 and can be
made by calling the church office at
643-3265.

Because of you and your fellow volunteers, last
year 224 people had 19, 187 hot meals delivered to their homes and 3443 people received
6, 934 rides. You have made such a difference!!
Meals on Wheels &
Senior Transportation

AN INVITATION TO LAUGHTER
The Rantoul Theater Group (RTG) will begin its 2013 season with a mystery-comedy entitled "Alibis." You are invited to enjoy this production Friday, Saturday or Sunday the next two week-ends, May 10-12, and 17-19. Performances begin at 7:30 pm on Fridays and Saturdays, and at 2:00 pm on Sundays. Pastor Lynn Podoll will play the role of
the butler. The RTG performs in Grissom Hall in Rantoul. Tickets are $10 for adults and $7 for seniors, students
and children. $2 discount tickets can be printed out from the RTG Facebook page. Make reservations at (217) 8921121. Bring your funny bone and enjoy.

As requested by the Voters Assembly, here is an update on 2013 offerings
received through March 2013.
1) Financial Report of Envelope giving for March 2013
Unified Fund*
Needed Each Month**:
Total Received Mar 2013:
Env./Plate/S Svc Mar 2013:
Tuition Mar 2013:
Needed YTD:
Received YTD:

$
$
$
$
$
$

115,480.98
118,639.87
80,303.79
38,336.08
346,442.94
316,619.15

$

3,158.89

Debt Retirement
Received Mar 2013:
Received YTD:

$
$

2,846.50
6,783.50

- $ 29,823.79

* Includes envelopes, plate offering, special services not designated for other purposes and school tuition.
** NOTES: Needed values are based on 2013 estimated budget figures, NOT actual
expenditures.
2013 Proposed Unified Budget: $1,385,771.74
2) Giving compared to 2012
Envelopes, Plate, Special Services
Tuition
Debt Retirement
Robert
Financial Secretary

March
2012
$ 57,887.06
$ 67,510.49
$
4,029.00
===========
$ 129,426.55

March
2013
$ 80,303.79
$ 38,336.08
$
2,846.50
===========
$ 121,486.37

May Youth Events
Sunday, May 2
2:00 pm

Confirmation

Sunday, May 19
1:45-4:15pm

Last LYF Fest
We will be heading to Mahomet to the Craw family house to play
frisbee golf, snack and Bible Study. Please sign up on the youth board so we
can arrange transportation.

Thank You
The High school youth congratulate all the new
confirmands! We wish you
God’s richest blessings as you
continue to grow in the
Christian faith! We extend a
warm welcome to each of
you to join us each Sunday
morning for Bible class at
9:30 am.

Thanks to everyone for supporting the Easter
Breakfast and Youth Garage Sale! We have raised
enough to send our youth out to grow in Christ this
summer! Please keep them in your prayers as the
jr. high youth head to East St. Louis and the high
school youth head to San Antonio.
Thanks also to all the adults who have been involved in any way with youth events this year, by
serving as LYF Guards, helping at events, driving for
events, bringing food or drinks, etc. You are greatly
appreciated, and we could not do without you!

Jr. High Servant Event
June 12-14, 2013

National Youth Gathering
June 30– July 6, 2013

There will be two meetings
scheduled to prepare for
the servant event. One
meeting will be for parents
and one for they youth attending
the event. Commissioning Sunday
to be scheduled.

NYG Meeting with Parents
Monday, May 6 at 7pm

Behold, how good and pleasant it
is when brothers (and sisters) dwell
in unity! Psalm 133:1

NYG Meeting with Youth
Sunday, June 2 at 4pm
Commissioning Sunday
June 23 at 10:45
Lunch to follow.
To share final details.

We continue to be blessed with a variety of musical talent in our congregation, and we look forward to hearing from more of you, especially in the summer months as the choirs take a well-earned respite starting in
June. If you’ve been waiting to speak to Keith please wait no longer and let’s schedule something for the
summer!
Thanks to Karen, Marissa, Randy, Chuck, Lois, and the Sycamore Brass
Quintet, all of whom played and sang special music during the month of April.
Rehearsals in May will be as follows:
Alleluia Ringers
6:00 – 7:00 pm Wednesday 5.15 & 5.22 (no rehearsal 5.8)
Men’s Choir
6:00 – 6:45 pm Thursday
last rehearsal 5.16
Mixed Choir
6:45 – 7:30 pm Thursday
no rehearsal 5.9, last rehearsal 5.16
Thursday, May 9 the Men’s Choir will rehearse at 6:00 and sing at the 7:15 Ascension service.
Our first two Hymn Sing Preludes were so successful (and we had so many requests that we couldn’t
accommodate) that we’re going to do this again in June.
June 2 before the 10:45 service
June 9 before the 8:00 service
If you haven’t yet made a request for a favorite hymn (old or new!) please put your suggestion in the offering
plate, along with a note as to whether you would prefer having it sung at before one or another service.
May performance schedule is as follows.
5.5
Easter 6
8:00
10:45
5.9
Ascension (Thursday) 7:15 pm
5.12 Easter 7
8:00
5.19 Pentecost
8:00
10:45
5.26 Trinity
8:00

Alleluia Ringers
Intermediate School Choir
Men’s Choir & Brass
Mixed Choir
Men’s Choir
last Spring appearance!
Mixed Choir
last Spring appearance!
Alleluia Ringers
last Spring appearance!

Good reading, continued. Last month I began a brief summary of Daniel Zager’s excellent publication “The
Gospel Preached through Music.” Zager talks about the great early Lutheran church musician Michael
Praetorius (whose music we still sing and play today, including the lovely Christmas hymn “Lo, how a Rose
e’er blooming”). As far back as 1600 Praetorius links the purpose of music in church with the proclamation of
the Word, coining a phrase using two similar-sounding Latin words. Concionem and Cantionem- Sermon and
Song. Music preaches, and both speech and song preach Christ. In 1619, Praetorius writes “…..for the completeness of worship, it is not only appropriate to have a Concio, a good sermon, but also in addition the necessary Cantio, good music and song.” Nice to know that we’re still working to the same purpose today!
Concio et Cantio, indeed.
Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith

Here’s What is Happening
at School this Month

It is hard to believe that we’re nearing the end of another school year. Listed here are some school activities and events
that have been planned for the month of May. Little Lamb students will go to Anita Purves Nature Center in Urbana on
May 2 and 3. Mid-quarter reports will be sent home with students on Friday, May 3. On Sunday, May 5, the intermediate
choir will sing at the 10:45 service. Students will be dismissed at 11:30 on Wednesday, May 8 for a School Improvement
Day, during which teachers will learn about the Common Core State Standards. Fifth grade students will conduct their
State Expo at 6:00 the evening of May 8. Band students are scheduled to play for the Mary-Martha luncheon on Thursday,
May 9. Kindergarten students will present their annual “Peter Rabbit” performance at 10:15 on Friday, May 10. Also on
the tenth of May, students in second – fourth grades will have their Field Day, with students from St John’s Buckley and
Danville Lutheran as our guests. The PTF car wash is scheduled for Saturday, May 11 (with a rain date of May 18). The
school’s spring concert will be at 6:30 on Tuesday, May 14. First and second grade students will go to the Orpheum Children’s Science Museum on May 15, and third graders will visit the Schroeder farm in Sadorus on May 17. Little Lamb Preschool’s end-of-year family picnic will be Friday, May 17 at 5:30. Third, fourth, and fifth grade students will take a bike hike
in the afternoon on May 24. Memorial Day is Monday, May 27, so there is no school. On May 28, kindergarten students
will go to Scovill Zoo in Decatur, and fifth and sixth grade students will go to Turkey Run. Field Day for students in grades
five – eight will be the afternoon of May 29. Kindergarten graduation is that Wednesday evening at 6:00. Records Day is
Thursday, May 30, so students will not have school. The last day of school is Friday, May 31, with Chapel at 8:25, an
Awards Ceremony at 9:00, and dismissal at 10:30. Eighth grade graduation is the evening of the 31st at 6:30. Congregation
members are cordially invited to attend several events—the fifth grade State Expo, the “Peter Rabbit” performance, the
spring concert, and both the kindergarten and eighth grade graduations.

***SCHOOL LIBRARY NEWS***
Several kind families purchased 17 new
books for our library through the annual
Books by the Bushel program. Thank
you to the Erbach, Funderburg, Hendren, Patten, Pelafos, Schroeder and
Craig families. In years past, I have
placed a display of these books in the
school office. This year I will have the
books ready for students to check out
during the last few weeks that our library is open for this school year.
There is more good news to share with
you regarding our library! The Chung
family made a generous donation.
Their children were students at St.
John until recently when they moved to
Korea. Miss Seten, brought in a large
bag of books to share with her fellow
students. Thank you also to the Chung
and Seten families. I appreciate all of
the support shown to our school library!
Happy Reading!
Ronda Craig, librarian

St. John’s MOPS (Mothers of Preschoolers) would like
to thank everyone for supporting our annual fund-raising
bake sale and our Meatheads fundraiser. This year, the congregation of St. John’s helped support our MOPS group of 34
moms and 53 preschoolers from C-U and the surrounding
communities.
For our service projects this year we made 53 toddler shoes for Soles of Hope and prepared 30 bags for people in transition for Salt and Light. We are thankful for the
Christian fellowship, the parenting and personal support,
and the opportunity to serve our community. After a successful year, we are looking forward to next year and are
appreciative of all the support from St. John’s.
We especially thank our volunteers, who help look
after our children: Sara, Joanie, Nancy, Alice, Eunice, Carol, Carol, Ron, Anne, and Jayne.
If you are interested in joining us for MOPS next
year, we are currently registering moms with children birth
to five years old and looking for volunteers. Please contact
Jenni for more information.

PTF News...

Parent Teacher Fellowship

May
Orders Due: Friday, May 24 by 3pm if using order form

Ram Rebate
Upcoming Order Dates:
Monday, May 6, 20

or by 11 am if ordering online at www.marketday.com
Pick Up: Wednesday, May 29, Fellowship Hall
Time: Pick up between 3 and 4pm
Please support our school and purchase Market Day! April order forms are
on the Narthex table. You may also call your order to Diane Pelafos @ 3560063. Order forms will be sent home with school children as well.

Pick up an order form and support the school
or a tuition paying family at the same time. Promotions this Month
Orders, with payment, made payable to St. 1) FREE Quick ‘n’ Crispy Shoestring French Fries with your $40 purchase
FREE 4Pk ¼ lb. Beef Patties – purchase $90 online and enter promo code: MAYJohn PTF, are due to the school office by the 2)
BONUS
due dates above.
3) Free-Quent Buyer – if you have made 2 $40 purchases between February and
Want to order on-line? Go to www.shopwithscrip.com
and enter our St. John enrollment code: 84L8EEE115569.
You will still need to run payment into the office . You
can elect to pay for your order electronically by clicking
on the “Presto Pay” payment option. Please allow 5
business days for this process to be complete before ordering. Orders can be picked up the following Friday.

April you will receive a set of 3 Eco Bags with your $40 order in May
Are you New to Market Day???
With your on-line order of $25 or more you can enter promo code NEWFIVE
and receive $5 off your first order. Why not give it a try today?

Summer Sales --- our summer Market Day sales will be Wednesday,
June 19 and Saturday, August 17. Look for details in the church bulletins.

CAR WASH
May 11, 2013
9:30 am—2:30 pm

Danville Gardens $10 Gift Cards
Now Available for Purchase

Please come support this PTF fundraiser located in
front of St. John Lutheran Church and School. We
are raising money for the Technology Fund that
will be used to update and maintain the hardware
and software of our computer lab. PTF is asking for
vehicles to wash, pledges, donations, and lots of
volunteers to run the car wash.
Please sign up to volunteer outside the school office or contact Brian .

Please join PTF in thanking the teachers of St. John Lutheran
School for all they do for our students and our school.

Teacher Appreciation Week— May 6-10

Cards can be redeemed at 3 locations:
1. Danville Gardens (Danville)
2. Danville Gardens 2 (N Prospect)
3. Urbana’s Farmers Market (Lincoln Square Mall)
PTF earns $3 from each card sold.
To purchase cards please contact: Karen

Keep clipping and saving
General Mills Box Tops for Education
*The final collection of Box Tops is due by the end of the school year.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Rachel, Anne
Ezekiel , Jim , Garth, Tori, Kyle
Jim, Daniel
Rhonda, Rebecca, Laura, Rex
David, Jacquelyn
Leona, Cameron
Brenda, Raine , Joel , Alvin
Isabel, Spencer, Daniel, Kristina
Don
Bruce, Abby, Micah , Jim
Sherry, Steve, Kate, Makayla
Sarah
Brendan, Pat, Elizabeth, Addison, Pryce
Debbie, JoAnne, Marshall, Will, Linda, Jeremy,
Jeff
Sarah , Kayla, Zach
Lauren, Stephanie, Alyssa
Nathaniel, Jean
Nina, Chad
Penny, Valerie, Chad

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
2.
3.
4.
5.
7.
8.
9.
17.
18.
20.
21.
24.
25.
27.
28.
29.

Dennis & Linda (45)
Brett & Kelli (5)
Jeremy & Angi (17)
Larry & Jeanine (34); Rod & Sheryl (25); Gary & Maura
(12)
Bill & Kathy (30)
Gary & Cyntha (53)
Andrew & Jennifer (4)
Bret & Kara (5); Larry & Terry (33)
Jim & Dee (11)
Don & Shirley (46); Mike & Lori (25)
Dan & Timmie (19); David & Jodie (36); Pascal &
Emily (2)
Chris & Julia (38)
Dan & Julie (28)
Walt & Nina (24); Mike & Lynn (24); Kevin & Lisa (7)
Larry & Vicky (30)
Kurt & Satomi (15); Joel & Sara (9); Dan & Joan (31)

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Lucille, Linda, Jodie, Roger, Kyle
Erin, Olivia
John, Hope
Jackson, Silas
Nancee
Lisa, Addison, Jacob
Allison, Vanessa, Leah, Chuck
Janell
Andrew, Peter
Katie , Joyce

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 or
pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org) if your birthday or anniversary
is missing or incorrect. Unfortunately, we don’t have
100% of our members’ birthdays & anniversaries on file.
Help us complete and correct our records by letting us
know of any errors or omissions. Thank you!

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
APRIL
Sundays
April 7
April 14
April 21
April 28

8:00 Comm
211
228
233
241

154
156
168
169

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm
April 3
April 10
April 17

26
24
29

21
24
22

10:45 Comm
190
166
193
213

125
n/a
133
138

2013
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

Devotions & Hymn-sing 8:25 Chapel
3:00 Market Day Sale
at Amber Glen on the
5:45 Midweek School
12th & 26th at 2:30
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

Thu
2

6

7

8

9 Ascension

8:00 Holy Communion
(Handbells)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class
10:45 Holy Communion
2:00 Confirmation

8:45 MOPS
2:15 Moms in Prayer
5:30 Technology
Committee

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees
7:00 Fellowship Board

8:25 Chapel
10:30 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School

6:30 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
12:30 Mary Martha
May Luncheon
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:00 NYG Meeting
7:15 Holy Communion

12

13

14

15

16

8:00 Holy Communion
(Mixed Choir)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class
10:45 Holy Communion

2:15 Moms in Prayer
6:00 Finance Board

1:00 1st & 2nd Grade
Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders

8:25 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

19 Pentecost

20

21

22

23

8:00 Holy Communion
(Men’s Choir)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class
10:45 Holy Communion
(Mixed Choir)
1:45 LYF Fest

2:15 Moms in Prayer
6:30 LWML

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:25 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

Newsletter Deadline

26 Holy Trinity

27 Memorial Day

28

29

Church & School closed

10:30 Adult Bible Class
3:45 Evangelism
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 PTF
7:30 Youth Board

3:00 Market Day Sale
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

8:00 Holy Communion
(Handbells)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class
10:45 Holy Communion

Ram Rebate orders due

Sat

3

4

10

11

12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

5

Ram Rebate orders due

Fri

Ram Rebate pick up

17

8:00 Handymen
9:30 PTF Car Wash

18
PTF Car Wash
rain date

24

25
Market Day
orders due

Ram Rebate pick up

30 No School

31
8:25 Chapel

Pastors’ day off:
Fridays
Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

