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Thy Will Be Done
When political candidates loose elections
they give concession speeches. Even though they
are upset over failing to be elected, these politicians
put on a brave face in front of their constituency.
And they try to say something nice about the other
party’s candidate who won so as to sound like a
“good sport.” But underneath it all they’re somewhere in between disappointed and heart-broken
with the results after all the votes have been tabulated.

desire. When we face choices in life, our flawed
will often chooses the path of least resistance. Too
often we make daily decisions based upon personal
convenience instead of moral correctness. That is,
far too often we do what’s easy rather than what is
right in God’s eyes. Most of the time the right moral
choice is the harder choice. Those who seek to do
God’s will by living a godly life in Christ will always
be persecuted by those living in opposition to God’s
will.

This is the way some Christians view praying the petition, “Thy will be done.” Such Christians
wanted in the worst way to win what they perceive
to be a contest of wills between themselves and
God. When things in their lives don’t go the way
they wanted them to go, they reluctantly concede
that they’re okay with the outcome. For at least
they say, “If my will cannot be done, at least God’s
will is being done.” When they say, “Thy will be
done,” they don’t truly mean it. In reality they’re
somewhere in between disappointment with God
and outright defiance against God.

This is the little discussed, but hugely important, cost of following Jesus that every Christian
must seriously consider. For the baptized who are
truly determined to live according to God’s will will
have to give up their own will that wants to do
things differently than God does them. Those who
desire to live in obedience to Christ will find themselves submitting to Christ’s Word, which is His revealed will for their lives. If we’re really serious
about living for Christ then we must stop living,
thinking, and acting like the world. Scripture says,
“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not
in him. For all that is in the world – the desires [the
will] of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and
pride in possessions – is not from the Father but is
from the world.” (1 John 2:15,16).

People often ask about the origins of evil
and insinuate that God might be the cause of evil.
Others openly accuse God of creating evil. What
these blasphemers conveniently forget is that the
world is in the mess that it’s in because of the sinful
desires of peoples’ hearts. Sin and every kind of
evil is what you get when sinners get their way –
when their will is done. If God had simply granted
me everything that I’ve ever wanted, I would’ve
surely ruined my life along with the lives of many
who are close to me. I’m quite certain that I
would’ve shipwrecked my faith and destroyed my
soul, dragging many others down with me.
It’s an old and wise saying that we should be
careful for what we wish for. A Christian should be
incredibly grateful to God and thankful that God
frequently does not give us what our sinful hearts

This is the cost of following Jesus. You learn
to follow His good and gracious will by denying
yourself the luxury of doing things your way – according to your own sinful and self-seeking will.
“For this is the will of God, your sanctification” (1
Thessalonians 4:3). Sanctification is the ongoing
process of becoming holy and set apart for God’s
higher purposes. It is the will of God and the work
of God the Holy Spirit to sanctify us by giving those
who believe in Jesus a new and holy desire to love
God and to serve our neighbor. We become more
and more godly [or sanctified] in Christ, as God’s
Spirit creates these new desires to love God and new

impulses to serve the God who saved us in Christ
And so, when we pray, “God, may Your will be
with our lives.
done,” we are not conceding to an outcome that we
never really wanted. We are not putting on a brave
We are not saved or justified by our will face when God did not do things according to our
growing to be more in line with God’s will. We are will or give us our way. But we are admitting to
justified by God’s grace through faith in what Christ ourselves and to God that if God did everything we
has done to save us apart from any works that we wanted according to our sinful will we would mess
might do for God. Lutherans like to put it this way. things up entirely. Instead when a seasoned and
“Faith alone saves us, and yet faith is never alone.” mature Christian prays, “Thy will be done,” it’s beFor where faith in Jesus exists good works are cer- cause we now love God through Jesus and want His
tain to follow. Another way you can say it is that our will to be done both in the world and in our lives.
new sanctified desire to love God by serving our
neighbor comes as our response to God’s unconditional love for us in Christ. “Faith alone saves us in
May God’s will be done among us,
God’s sight, while works serve our neighbor and supPastor Mark Elliott
ply the proof that faith is living.”

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: The family of Alberta at her death April 1st, Glen & Diane and family at the death of
Glen’s sister Lora , Mike and family at the death of father Milton , Floyd and family at the death of wife Dorothy
Hospitalized: Doris
For Healing and Recovery: Alex , Susan , Jill , Rory , Lingli , Lucille ,
Helen , Robin , Pat , Tom , Ron -husband of Norma , Aisha -granddaughter of Lee & Judy
For Comfort, Healing and Hope: Nancy
For Successful Treatment: Joe , Lea Bohlen, Nancy , Maxine , Jeff , Nancy -daughter of Dorothy , Judy -mother of Jim
For our Military: Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Luke, Jim, Brandon, Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran
Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in
Kingston, Jamaica

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

What Ever Happened to...The Doxology?
Perhaps you have been wondering the same thing, as did some in Bible class recently. It does not seem like we are singing the Doxology much anymore, or at least as much as we used to. And by "the Doxology," we are referring to these
words: "Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly
host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen."
Did you know that these words were never intended to stand on their own? Instead, they were written by Thomas Ken
in the 1600s as the final verse of a very lengthy hymn, of which a shortened version is included in our hymnal, Lutheran
Service Book. That hymn is number 868 and is entitled Awake, My Soul, and with the Sun. Thomas Ken was ordained
in 1662 in England and became a professor at Winchester College in 1666. Ken meant this original hymn to be sung by
the students enrolled in his classes at Winchester College. Ken penned the ending of the hymn with a doxology, or
verse of praise, which was very common for hymns in those days. That final verse is what many refer to today simply
as The Doxology.
The word "doxology" comes from two Greek words put together. The first is the Greek word doxa, which means
praise. The second word is the Greek word logos, which means word or statement. Put together, the word doxology
then means "a word or statement of praise." Doxologies understood in this way have been in use for dozens of centuries, being found in many forms all throughout the Scriptures. For example, Biblical doxologies include:
Psalm 41:13: "Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel, from everlasting to everlasting! Amen and Amen";
Psalm 72:19: "Blessed be his glorious name forever; may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and
Amen!";
Romans 11:36: "For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.";
Philippians 4:20: "To our God and Father be glory forever and ever. Amen." ;
Jude 1:25: "...to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.";
Revelation 7:12: "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and might be to
our God forever and ever! Amen."
Throughout the church's history, two doxologies have taken on primary use. The first, often called the Greater Doxology, is the hymn of praise called the Gloria in Excelsis, that can be sung in the Divine Service. It begins with these
words: "Glory be to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth" (from Divine Service, Setting One). The second doxology historically used by the church is also commonly used in the Divine Service and other services of the
church. It has often been referred to as the Lesser Doxology, but is more commonly known today as the Gloria Patri.
It's words are: "Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now, and will
be forever. Amen."
None of the reports of Thomas Ken's writing of the doxological verse include a reason or spark for its great rise to popularity in the last century or more. It is commonly held that this Popular Doxology is known all around the world. Ken's
doxological words can be found in more than 700 hymnals. How it came to be so popular in the Christian church and
among Lutherans in the last century remains a mystery. While its popular use does seem to be decreasing, it is far from
disappearing. Just recently, it was sung as a concluding word at our own Central Illinois District LWML Convention.
And it can be sung by any of us at anytime, thanks to its wide use in the past and its continuing popularity among Christians.
In conclusion, I hope that it has been clear that the Popular Doxology is not a thing of the past. It is still alive and well.
And also, that there are many other doxologies that are in use by Christians in worship. We continue to be blessed with
the singing of great hymns that proclaim the wondrous work of Christ Jesus for us on the cross. It is because of his sacrifice on the cross and his glorious resurrection that we have any reason to offer up doxologies to God! Indeed, "Praise
God from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him all creatures here below; Praise Him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost" for the gracious work of salvation found only in Jesus Christ and Him crucified.
To God alone be all glory, honor, and praise, now and forever!
Pastor Caithamer

Congratulations to our Junior Confirmation Class of
2015
Confirmed on Sunday, May 3rd, 2:00pm

Alexandria

Nicole

Margaret

William

Grace

Kyle

Henry
Reading Buddies will meet
Tuesday, May 12 at 1:00pm.

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation
are invited the second Thursday of each month to Original
Pancake House for food and
fellowship, and devotion and
prayers led by Pastor Caithamer. Please join us
this month on Thursday, May 14th, at 7:00am.
Mary Martha cordially invites members of the
congregation to our May coffee/treats on Thursday, May14 from 9:00-10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Please plan to join us for fellowship.

St. John’s LWML wants to send a heartfelt “Thank
You” to all the women, men and teenagers who
worked to help make our District Convention an
outstanding success. We appreciate all who served
the Lord with gladness on Friday and Saturday. All
glory, praise and honor to Christ Jesus our Savior.

LWML DISTRICT CONVENTION...A big LWML
THANK YOU to all of our St. John family who came
together to make the District Convention held here
on April 17th & 18th a huge success. A group of 300
plus "Gathered Together In His Name" for two days
of fun and fellowship. Without our Pastors, Secretarial Staff, I T Staff, Facility Manager, the ladies of the
LWML, our youth and countless volunteers, the
event would not have been possible. It takes a
"family" to bring an event like this together and everyone stepped up to help. We can be very proud of
our facility and the people who make it a church family. God was truly glorified as we "Gathered Together
In His Name". Jan , Convention Chair.

LWML will meet on May 18 at 6:30. We will have
Bible study and installation of officers. All women
plan to attend since this is the last meeting until
September.
THANK YOU!!!
The St. John Lutheran Church youth group has completed another successful garage sale. We want to thank
everyone who donated their treasures to the sale. The
sale would not be possible without you. We also want
to thank the youth, the youth leaders and other adult
volunteers who together contributed 300 service hours
to make this event a success.
MAY LYF
Our final celebration before summer vacation will take place on
May 17, 2015 between 2:00 and
4:00 p.m. Please meet in the Fellowship Hall at 2:00. We hope to
see you there. Additional information will be provided through our
normal email communication as details are finalized.
To the Pastors, Elders, and Congregation of St.
John: Thank you so very much for your prayers and
financial support following the fire at my apartment in
New York. Your gifts and prayers are truly appreciated. I am blessed to be part of such a loving
congregation. Jane

Vacation Bible School
June 15-19, 9:00-11:30
Discover His plan! Discover His purpose! In Camp Discovery VBS, your children learn that Jesus works in and
through us! They’ll look into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and
explore five tree-mendous Bible accounts where God works
in His people to save them and through His people to serve!
Jesus saves us, gives us faith, courage, and wisdom to
serve Him and share His good news with our neighbor! God
does have a plan and a purpose for each of His beloved
children!
Registration is open for ages 3 through completed 5th grade.
Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts,
eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, and more. Plus, you’ll learn all about Jesus our Savior
and how He is at work through us! Can’t wait to see you there!
Register online at https://vbs.cph.org/tools/churchInfo.aspx?Church=0219F120
Paper registration forms are also available.

Come and join us for the Running of the Rams 5K and
Kids’ Run on Saturday, May 30, 2015! This unique
race begins and ends at the church, and it’s not only a
major fundraiser for our school, but a wonderful
chance for fun and fellowship. Here are some ways
you can get involved!
Runners/Walkers:
To register to run or walk the 5K or Kid’s Run, go to www.stjohnls.com or pick up a registration form in the
school office or church narthex.
Other Ways to Participate:
We need lots of help in the week before the race and on race day. Sign up to help! The sign-up sheets are
located by the fellowship hall and by the school office.
Have a local business? Advertise your business by becoming a corporate sponsor. Contact Christy for
more information. (Deadline for being recognized on the t-shirts is May 10!)
Sponsor a runner/walker! Can’t run? Don’t run? Consider helping someone else participate. Donate $30
to the church or school office, and your gift will be used as a scholarship for a runner in our church or
school.
Honor a loved one by making a donation in his or her honor. Donations over $50 will include a t-shirt.
Forms can be found in the school office or church narthex. Please direct questions to Christy Rivers.

Music Notes
Our adult choirs are coming to the end of our Spring season, and regular rehearsals and participation in our
Sunday worship will finish up for the Spring for the Men’s and Mixed Choirs on Pentecost (May 24) and for
the Alleluia Ringers on Trinity Sunday (May 31). The full schedule is both listed below and available on our
website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html
Adult Choir rehearsals continue as follows:
 Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
No rehearsals May 6 or May 13
 Thursdays from 6:00 pm to 6:45 pm
 Thursdays from 6:45 pm to 7:30 pm
No rehearsal Thursday, May 14

Alleluia Ringers
Men’s Choir
Mixed Choir

Schedule for May is as follows:
Sunday

May 3

8:00
10:45

Sunday
Thursday
(Ascension)
Sunday

May 10
May 14

10:45
7:15

Alleluia Ringers
Alleluia Ringers (Prelude)
Men’s Choir
Mixed Choir
Men’s Choir

May 17

Sunday,
(Pentecost)
Sunday

May 24

8:00
10:45
8:00
10:45
8:00
10:45

Lois Irion, violin
Men’s Choir
Mixed Choir
Men’s Choir
Alleluia Ringers
Alleluia Ringers (Prelude)

May 31

I am profoundly grateful for the hard work and dedication of all our singers and ringers. I hope you, too, will
share your gratitude for everything they contribute to our worship together all year long.
Hymn Sing returns!
We will once again sing some of our favorite hymns together as a Prelude to both our 8:00 and 10:45
services on Sunday, May 17.
Searching for Summer Soloists
You talents as individual musicians are welcome. If you’d like to play an instrumental selection or sing a
sacred solo, please be in touch and we’ll find a convenient time to make this happen.
Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith Williams

Supporting our Church and School
Feature of the Month
Signing up for the Meijer Community Rewards is an easy, free way to support St.
John Lutheran School. There are two options to the program :
Meijer Credit Card or Meijer 1 Card
Meijer Credit Card – apply for the Meijer Credit Card and add Community Rewards to it to earn 1% of your
purchases toward St. John.
Meijer 1 Card – this is a non-financial card that is used with cash or pin based debit card purchases to earn 0.5%
of your purchases toward St. John.
*Meijer Gift Cards are available through Ram Rebate, which gives 2.5% in rebate. Gift cards cannot be used
with the Community Rewards program.

Ram Rebate

Golf Outing

Orders are due on May 4th & 18th. Orders may be
picked up on May 8th & 22nd.
Visit www.shopwithscrip.com,
www.myscripwallet.com, or stop by the school office
for more information.

Save the date! The 3rd annual PTF Golf
outing will be held on Saturday, September 26 at the U of I Golf Course.

Teacher Appreciation
Week
There will be a cookie dough & pizza fundraiser to
benefit the Gettysburg/DC Trip!
Market Day orders will be due on Thursday, May
by 3 pm in the school office or 11 pm online. Orders may be picked up on Wednesday, May 27th from
3-4 pm in the Fellowship Hall.
21st

Teacher Appreciation Week is May 4th- 8th.
Several fun things are planned for our teachers and
staff! Please contact Laurie if you’d like to help.

Danville Gardens Gift Cards
$10 Danville Gardens Gift Cards are being sold by
PTF. PTF earns $3 from each card sold. Order
forms are available in the school office and on the
narthex table. Gift cards will be sold between church
services through May. Contact Anna.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

Rachel, Anne
Ezekiel, Jim, Jayden, Tori
Jim, Matt, Daniel
Rhonda, Rebecca, Laura, Rex, Stephanie
David
Leona , Cameron
Brenda , Raine, Joel, Alvin
Isabel, Spencer, Daniel, Kristina
Don Ehlers
Bruce, Jim
Makayla, Sherry, Steve, Kate
Brendan, T.J., Pat, Elizabeth, Joshua, Connor,
Addison, Pryce
Debbie, JoAnne, Marshall, Will, Linda , Jeremy ,
Jeff
Sarah, Kayla, John, Zach
Lauren, Stephanie
Nathaniel, Jean
Nina
Penny, Chad
Lucille, Linda, Jodie, Roger, Kyle
Erin, Olivia

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
2.
3.
4.
5.
7.
9.
17.
18.
20.
21.
24.
25.
27.
28.
29.

Dennis & Linda (47)
Brett & Kelli (7); Chad & Staci (1)
Jeremy & Angi (19)
Larry & Jeanine (36); Rod & Sheryl (27); Gary & Maura
(14)
Bill & Kathy (32)
Andrew & Jennifer (6)
Bret & Kara (7); Larry & Terry (35)
Jim & Dee (13)
Don & Shirley (48); Mike & Lori (27)
Dan & Timmie (21); David & Jodie (38); Pascal &
Emily (4)
Chris & Julia (40)
Dan & Julie (30)
Walt & Nina (26); Kevin & Lisa (9)
Larry & Vicky (32)
Kurt & Satomi (17); Joel & Sara (11); Dan & Joan (33)

24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

John, Hope
Isaac, Jackson, Silas
Nancee
Addison, Jacob
Allison, Vanessa, Leah, Chuck
Janell
Andrew Peter
Katie, Joyce

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your
birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.
Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our members’
birthdays & anniversaries on file. Help us complete and
correct our records by letting us know of any errors or
omissions. Thank you!

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
APRIL
Holy Week

Worship

Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Sunrise
Easter 8:00
Easter 10:45

Sundays
Apr 12
Apr 19
Apr 26

8:00 Comm
184
184
213

137
131
164

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm
Apr 8
Apr.15
Apr 22
Apr 29

12
26
20

Comm

188
220
112
328
223

11
21
15

165

238
143

10:45 Comm
130
138
143

102
122
115

2015
3

Sun

Mon

Tue

Devotions &
Hymn-sing at
Amber Glen on the
10th & 24th at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

Pastor Elliott’s day off:
Mondays
Pastor Caithamer’s day
off: Fridays

Thu

5

6

7

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

11

12

13

14

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)

9:00 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board

1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders
6:30 Spring Concert

8:05 Chapel
10:15 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:00 Mary Martha
Coffee/Treats
5:00 Handymen
6:00 Men’s Choir
7:15 Holy Communion

17

5th Sunday of Easter

4

Wed

8:00 Holy Communion (AR)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)
2:00 Confirmation

10

6th Sunday of Easter

Ram Rebate
orders due

Ascension

18

19

20

21

8:00 Holy Communion (MC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
4:30 Theological Reader’s
Group
2:00 LYF

6:30 LWML

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

24

25

26

27

28

10:15 Adult Bible Class
3:45 Evangelism
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 PTF
7:00 Youth Board

8:05 Chapel
3:00 Market Day Sale
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

7th Sunday of Easter

Day of Pentecost

8:00 Holy Communion (MxC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)

Ram Rebate
orders due

Memorial Day

Church and School
closed
Newsletter Deadline

31

The Holy Trinity

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (AR)

Fri
1

2

8

9
Ram Rebate
pick up

15

16

22

23
Ram Rebate
pick up

Market Day
orders due

Day School closed

Sat

29

30

6:30 8th Grade
Graduation

8:00 Running of the
Rams 5K

