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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, self-control; against such 
things there is no law.  Galatians 5:22, 23 

 

 After a long winter, when all plant life has been either 
dead or dormant, we cherish the arrival of springtime.  Spring 
begins as the days become longer and warmer.  With spring’s 
arrival, trees and plants once again begin to bud and flourish.  
As buds flower on the trees, and as green leaves reappear, 
these are the signs of life that signal a new season where 
trees bring forth delicious fruit.  If you planted a tree last year, 
and no leaves or buds have yet to appear this spring, it is a fair-
ly sure sign that the tree is dead.   It’s axiomatic of nature that 
living things show signs of life.  Jesus applied the truism that a 
good tree bears good fruit – not only to the world of nature – 
but to man’s spiritual life as well.   Jesus says, “For no good 
tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit” (Luke 
6:43). 
 

 A good tree -- out of some kind of botanical necessity – 
will bear good fruit.  In the same way, a person with true faith 
in Christ will inevitably bear a fruitful life filled with good 
works.  For this is what true saving faith does … it results in a 
life of good works.  It’s paradoxical that in order to do good 
works that please God, you must first come to realize that your 
works cannot save you.   It’s only by believing that you are 
saved by grace alone – because of what Christ has done for 
you on the cross – instead of anything that you might do for 
God – that works obtain their value in the sight of God.   
Works in no way justify the Christian before God.  The works 
that we Christians do … do nothing towards saving us.  Instead, 
works serve our neighbor and supply proof to others that our 
faith in Jesus is true and living. 
 

 Lutherans put it this way.  “Faith alone justifies, yet 
faith is never alone.  For true faith always results in good 
works”.  For while faith [without works] determines our rela-
tionship with God, our good works [because they are actions 
that others can see] are the way that we demonstrate the faith 
that is in our heart to our neighbor.  For true faith is always 
living, busy, and active doing works out of thankfulness to 
God, and for the benefit of one’s neighbor.  Just as a good tree 
bears good fruit, so a true and living faith that trusts in Jesus 
bears the fruit of good works in our lives.  The Spirit of Christ 
first works faith and forgiveness in our hearts.  After the Spirit 
first gives us faith, the Spirit then produces – along with faith 

– also the Christian’s desire and strength to do good works in 
Jesus’ name. 
 

 St. Paul refers to this increase of godliness produced 
in us by the Holy Spirit, as “the fruit of the Spirit”.  Since nine 
fruits (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, and self-control) are listed in Galatians chap-
ter 5, Christians sometimes mistakenly refer to them as the 
“fruits” of the Spirit.  However the biblical text uses the singu-
lar “fruit” because all of this “fruit” combined is the singular 
result of the Holy Spirit’s work to produce these godly traits 
within each believer’s heart and mind. 
 

 Many times Christians are wrongly admonished – by 
law preachers -- to produce this fruit themselves.  If we were 
to obtain the fruit of the Spirit for ourselves as a human work 
that we must perform, Jesus would’ve surely said, “If you pro-
duce good fruit, then you will be a good tree.”  However Jesus 
says the very opposite.  The fruit of good works is not what 
makes the Christian good in God’s eyes.  God first justifies sin-
ner by His blood then washes his or her sins away through the 
waters of Holy Baptism.  This is how God declares unrighteous 
sinners to be righteous – or good in His sight – through the 
blood of His Son that covers our sins.  Once we’ve been justi-
fied through faith in Jesus’ blood, only then is it possible for 
us to do good works.  For the Bible says that without faith it is 
impossible to please God [or to do good works] (Hebrews 11:6). 
 

 And so the fruit of the Spirit – like our salvation—is not 
something we earn.  Instead God “gifts” those baptized into 
Christ with the fruit of the Spirit.  The Spirit of the living 
Christ, who by His grace works faith in our lives, also gives us 
a Christian life that is most often characterized by love, joy, 
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control.   Prior to faith, we were once dead in our sins.  
Like a dead tree that is not good for anything, we were at one 
time good for nothing except to be cast into the fires of hell.  
We once lived fruitless lives when we lived only for our own 
sinful and worldly desires.  For the person who lives only to 
gratify his flesh should not be thought of as a Christian.   This 
is not our judging the person.   This is a person judging himself 
by his own evil works that testify against his claim of faith.  
 

 When it comes to discerning the spirits, of deciding 
whether or not a person’s faith is truly from God, Jesus has told 
us, “You will know them by their fruits.” (Matthew 7:16, 20).  A 
Christian’s life should corroborate his or her confession of 

THE FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT  
The Spirit’s Positive Influence in the Life of the Christian 



 

 
 
 

Hospitalized:  Patty, Vince, Kathy, Karen -daughter of 
Lucille  
 

Following Surgery:  Rollin  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Margaret , Jan , Bruce, Rita , Larry -
brother of Pastor Elliott, Stanley-brother of Patty, Richard , Tom , Lingli  
 

For Successful Treatments:  John , Jeannette ,  
Linda , Joan , Joe , Lea , Nancy , Maxine , Ken , Jason -grandson of 
Lois  
 

For Comfort & Strength:  Judy -mother of Jim  
 

For our Military:  Ashley, Taylor,  Andy, Jim, Brandon, Christopher, 
Suzzanna , Ben , Allyson, Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanja-
nakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Beng-
ston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the 
Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the 
second Thursday of each month to Original 

Pancake House for food and fellowship, and 
devotion and prayers led by 

Pastor Caithamer.  Please join 
us this month on Thursday, 
May 12th, at 7:00am. 

Reading Buddies will meet at 
1:00pm on Tuesday, May 17th. 

Let Us Pray 

faith in Christ.  As James says,  “Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my faith by my works” (James 
2:18).  If a person claims to be a Christian, yet that same person continually practices sexual immorality, sensuality, idolatry, 
sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger; along with fostering rivalries, dissensions, and divisions in the church along with 
envy, drunkenness, orgies and the like; St. Paul sternly warns that this person will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 

 We know that we did not choose Jesus, but that He chose us to believe in Him and to go and bear much fruit for 
Him.  We understand that the Spirit alone brings us to faith and keeps us in the faith.   Still if we refuse to crucify our flesh and 
work against God’s saving purposes in our life by indulging the flesh, we can end up destroying our faith by so grieving the 
Holy Spirit that He departs from us permanently.  For we grieve the Spirit when we work against His holy and saving purposes 
for our lives.  Sadly there is no guarantee that the Spirit will bring us again to repentance if we willfully choose to live in im-
penitence.  When we turn Christ’s forgiveness into a mere excuse to continually indulge the evil that still clings to us, again we 
are left without any guarantee that the Holy Spirit will not depart from us, along with the certainty of salvation. 
 

 The Apostle Paul tells us, “Examine yourselves, to see whether you really are in the faith” (2 Corinthians 13:5).  Upon 
spiritual reflection, if our lives are immersed in performing the works of the flesh; we may not be a Christian.  If our lives are 
characterized by anger and bitter enmity that wants others to suffer; if our lives are filled with gossip, slander, and evil suspi-
cion towards others; if our lives are consumed by sexual immorality that degrades others; then perhaps we are only fooling 
ourselves into believing that we are actually children of God?   
 

 But if we profess to believe in Jesus and can see His Spirit’s sanctifying influence in our lives; this is evidence of true 
faith.  For the Spirit is the only one who can daily turn us from unwilling sinners into willing saints who are eager to know and 
do God’s will.  The Spirit makes us a new creation filled with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness, and self-control.   Our own faith is fortified to see confirmation of the work of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives – 
through the presence of the fruit of faith in our lives.  And so our own good works can comfort us, not because our works save 
us, but because our works are evidence even to us that we have true faith and are among those being saved. “For we are God’s 
workmanship – created in Christ Jesus to do good works” (Ephesians 2:10).  The fruit of the Spirit is the evidence of the new 
you, as God’s Spirit recreates each of us in the image of Christ.  
 

 Serving Jesus by serving you,     Pastor Mark Elliott 

The youth would like to 

thank everyone for helping 

with our annual garage 

sale. It was a huge success.  

Mary-Martha cordially  
invites all members of the 
church to attend our coffee on 
Thursday, May 12 from 9:00-
10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 



A couple of months ago, the Tuesday morning Bible class began 
a study of the Book of Revelation.  We have worked through 
chapters 1 through 7, so we are about a third of the way 
through the book.  I would like to use this space as an oppor-
tunity to catch our members up on our study and extend an invi-
tation to the congregation. 
 

Every Tuesday morning Bible class begins with the receiving of 
prayer requests and a prayer said for those in need and for the 
blessing of the class.  A brief summary is given of the previous 
session’s content.  Then, we dive into the material for the day.  I 
do try to follow a schedule that I made up for myself, but we do 
not hold to that too rigidly.  Plenty of time is allowed for ques-
tions to be asked and discussions to be had on insightful and 
challenging portions for the day’s text. 
 

The Key to Understanding Revelation 
Many Christians have debated the proper understanding of the 
Book of Revelation.  Discussions often include the nature of the 
text, whether it is to be taken literally or figuratively.  Is it all 
about the Last Day?  Or is there more to it?  I believe that the 
author of the Concordia Commentary on Revelation—Rev. Dr. 
Louis Brighton—states the key to unlocking this book in a Christ-
centered and illuminating way: “As the last book of the Bible and 
the completion of God’s revelation to his church, it is the lens 
through which the entire Scripture is to be viewed.  Revelation 
reveals and confirms that Christ was prophetically promised and 
that his incarnation, death, and resurrection happened so that 
God’s creation could be restored to its original glory and right-
eousness” (p. 1). 
 

Historical Setting 
For the Book of Revelation, historical context was the bulk of the 
first session, which is how I like to begin each Bible class that 
looks at a book of the Bible for the first time.  Most commenta-
tors hold that the Book of Revelation was written by the apostle 
John at the end of the first century AD, putting him in his nine-
ties.  At that point, John would have witnessed a variety of sce-
narios arise for the early church.  He would have seen the 
church battle early heresies and undergo severe persecution at 
the hands of the Jews and of the Roman empire. 
 

Main Purposes 
The revelation John receives, then, is meant as a message of 
comfort to the church, as well as a reminder that Christ’s return 
could occur at any time.  Repentance from sin for forgiveness is 
always the order of the day for the Christian who awaits the Last 
Day, which is the directive of the first eight verses of chapter 
one. 
 

Revelation 1–7 
The remainder of the first chapter is dedicated to important in-
formation, the first vision John receives, and his reaction to it.  
John identifies the seven churches to which his writing is to be 
first sent.  To kick off the vision, John is treated with a vision of 
the Son of Man in all of his glory.  Christ’s appearance with the 

seven lampstands, his white hair, and fiery persona compare 
with his appearance as seen in Daniel 7.  Not seeing Jesus as the 
sacrificial lamb, but as the one true God, John falls down as dead 
until given permission to stand in the presence of God and live. 
Chapters 2 and 3 of the Revelation of St. John contain the infor-
mation that the Lord Jesus gives to John himself about what is to 
be said to the seven churches (Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, 
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, Laodicea).  The total number of 
seven churches ultimately points to the entirety of the Christian 
Church on earth.  Each church has problems to be dealt with as 
known by Jesus.  Each church is praised for its faithfulness to the 
Gospel.  And each church is called to repentance for its times of 
weakness and sin.  In all, the message to the seven churches is 
to be heard by all of Christ’s churches throughout time as all, no 
doubt, succeed and fail in their faithfulness and thus are in con-
tinual need of repentance and Christ’s healing message. 
 

After receiving instruction on his writing to the churches, John is 
given a glorious view into heaven itself!  What he beholds is 
nothing less than the magnificent throne room of God Almighty.  
Christ Jesus invites John to come and behold the glory of the 
Father.  Precious stones that distinctly reflect light adorn the 
throne along with a halo that arches the seat, reminding God of 
his promises made to mankind.  Twenty-four elders, who are 
human beings, surround the throne.  They can be seen as the 
twelve tribes of Israel and the twelve apostles of Jesus, who to-
gether are representatives of the entire body of believers in 
Christ: past and present.  Four winged creatures are in closest 
proximity to the Father who has a vast, crystal-like sea that 
stretches out before him.  These creatures in turn lead the 
whole company of heaven in a great hymn of praise, whose be-
ginning ends chapter 4. 
 

Having seen the astonishing glory of God the Father, John is 
then presented with a sorrowful scenario.  The Father holds in 
his right hand a scroll.  But none of those mentioned in chapter 
4 are worthy to take hold of the scroll and to open it.  The ten-
sion mounts as John laments this sad reality.  In grand fashion, 
paving the way for every story’s great climactic moment, the 
Lamb of God enters the throne room.  He is the Lion of Judah 
who has won victory over all of God’s enemies by his death on 
the cross and his resurrection from the tomb.  The Lamb of God, 
as John lovingly knows him, receives the scroll from his Father.  
He will open the scroll with its seven seals, which will all be re-
vealed in chapter six.  As the triumphant Lamb of God enters the 
picture, the entirety of heaven breaks forth back into song.  
Their new song of praise highlights the very truth that Jesus’ 
work of salvation is the most pleasing event to the Father.  No 
greater honor and glory can be spoken of about God than his 
work of man’s redemption in Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, the 
Son of God. 
 

The scroll and its seven seals, however, contain the first portion 
of the bulk of John’s overall revelation.  There will be three vi-
sions revealed in seven parts each.  Revelation 6 sees the first six 

The Book of Revelation 
Surprise, Surprise…It’s All about Jesus!! 



Mission Statement:  United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by  
building lives that are  rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   

to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

WAR ROOM IN THE  

FELLOWSHIP HALL 

From the award-winning creators of 

Fireproof and Courageous comes 

WAR ROOM, a compelling drama 

with humor and heart that explores the 

power that prayer can have on mar-

riages, parenting, careers, friendships, 

and every other area of our lives. 
 

That’s what the Internet has to say about the movie.  

Hear how our church doctrine agrees or differs with the 

events of the movie via a discussion led by Pastor 

Caithamer. Come to the LWML meeting on Monday 

evening, May 16, beginning at 6:30 to see the movie. 

Everyone is invited!! 

Youth News 
The last LYF FEST will be May 15, 2:00-

4:00 PM.  We will have our annual Jell-O 

and water fight.  Please wear old 

clothes and bring your own prepared 

Jell-O and squirt guns.  Sign up on the youth bulletin board. 

Think Spring! 
Danville Gardens Gift Cards ARE HERE!!! 

Before you start your Spring planting, purchase $10 Danville 
Gardens Gift Cards sold by PTF.  PTF gets $3 back from 

each card sold.  This means money for St. John School and 
teachers!  SALE STARTS APRIL 15TH! 

 

Cards are available in the school office or contact Anna  
. 

seals opened.  The first four of those seals expose the ever-
infamous four horseman of the apocalypse (“Apocalypse”, by 
the way, is a Greek word which is translated as “Revelation”).  
The four horsemen can be seen as representing tyranny, war-
fare, famine, and death, respectively.  When these visions are 
properly understood, Christians gather that these calamities can 
and do occur at any given time from Christ’s ascension into 
heaven until his return on the Last Day.  The opening of the fifth 
seal reveals the saints of God who can be seen below heaven’s 
altar of incense, pleading with God for vengeance on those who 
have wronged his chosen ones.  The sixth seal, then, finally gives 
John a glimpse of what the Last Day will look like.  What John 
sees is not for the faint of heart.  He is given a more pleasant 
vision as a break before the next set of seven scenes is revealed. 
 

That break comes in chapter 7, which you are most likely familiar 
with, as you hear these words most often on All Saints’ Day.  
What John sees first is four angels holding back the four winds of 
the earth.  Here, God is delaying the chaos and destruction of 
the four horsemen until he has readied his saints on earth.  
Those saints John sees as the number 144,000.  They are divided 
into twelve groups of 12,000 each, named after the twelve tribes 
of Israel.  This is God’s great army of Christians at any given time 
who remain on earth in the Church Militant.  The number repre-
sents completion and wholeness and their formation testifies to 
the prepared nature of those ready for battle.  After this, John 
looks again into heaven and sees a group that cannot be num-
bered.  There is no order or structure here because their time of 
battle is over.  Rather, they are joining together as those who 
have already received their eternal white robes in heaven and 
who are ready to sing the praises of the one true God who has 
conquered over sin, death, and the power of the devil.  Truly, 
they are the Church Triumphant. Having been reminded that 

God’s chosen ones are cleansed in the blood of Jesus and that 
their future is totally secure in Jesus, John is then given the sec-
ond vision of seven events as found in chapter 8 and following. 
 

Invitation 
The above is but a summary of what these chapters are all 
about, as well as a summary of what has been discussed in our 
Tuesday morning class.  I will make more detailed outlines of 
each chapter available.  You can find them printed on the nar-
thex table.  Each Tuesday morning class is recorded (unless I for-
get, which happens from time to time!) and can be found on our 
church’s website: http://stjohnbibleclass.org/Tuesday.html.  You 
can listen to these classes at your convenience. 
 

Of course, all are invited to attend this class in person.  If your 
vocation as supporter of yourself and your family requires you to 
work during this time, please fulfill that vocation!  We miss you, 
but we understand!  We meet in room 1A (across from the 
school office) every Tuesday from 10:15 to 11:30am, except on 
the second week of the month when we meet on Wednesday 
(check the bulletin each week to verify the correct day).  It is my 
hope that this summary, along with the outlines and the online 
recordings, will catch you up with us, and remove any trepida-
tion you may feel about joining the class partway through. 
 

And if you have any further questions or comments about this 
study, you are welcome to email me at revcaithamer@stjohn-
lcms.org at anytime. 
 

God’s richest blessings to you in your study of his Word, espe-
cially the great Book of Revelation, which is his message of en-
couragement and victory to his Church in Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

Pastor Caithamer 

http://stjohnbibleclass.org/Tuesday.html
mailto:revcaithamer@stjohn-lcms.org
mailto:revcaithamer@stjohn-lcms.org


From the Finance Board 
In an effort to keep the members of St. 
John informed about the financial condition 
of the Church we are including information 
about our current financial situation. 
 
The Collapsed Income and Expense report 
on the next page shows the amount of  
income and expenses for the year to date.  

 
In the paper copy of the newsletter is a re-
port showing the quantity of envelope giv-
ing for the month of March 2016. 
May God continue to bless all the members 
of St. John! 
 

Kim , Finance Board, Chair 

Annual Hog Roast 
Camp CILCA will hold its  
annual Hog Roast on Sunday, 
May 29. The menu includes 
pulled pork sandwiches, coleslaw, baked beans, 
and desserts. The day begins with worship at 
10:30am. Lunch is served from 11:3-2:30. 
Adults are $8, children ages 4-12 are $5,  
children 3 and under are free. Join us for a 
weekend of camping, swimming, campfire  
devotions, and more. Check out cilca.org for 
more information. 

St. John Lutheran Church has been given 
permission to sell CD’s and flash drives of 
the 150th anniversary book, “A History of 
Saint John Lutheran Church Champaign 
Illinois.” 
 
The CD is priced at $1 and the flash drive 
for $2.  If you wish to have this complete  
e-copy of the 150th anniversary book, 
please contact the church office at  
359-1123. 

A very important  letter from the voter’s assembly is in the printed 
copy of the Newsletter.   Please be sure to  read a hard copy of the 
newsletter. 

St. John VBS 2016 is  
“farm-tastic!”  

June 13-17      9:00-11:30 
 

In Barnyard Roundup VBS, your children learn that Jesus 
gathers us together! They’ll look into the Bible, God’s Holy 
Word, and explore five Bible accounts where Jesus gracious-
ly gathers us together to be with Him with His abundant 
provision and saving protection, now and forever.  Registra-
tion is open for children age 3 to completed 5th grade.  Come 
along with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yum-
my snacks, play awesome games, and more. Plus, you’ll 
learn all about Jesus our Savior and how He gathers us to-
gether! Can’t wait to see you there!  Register online now for 
Barnyard Roundup Vacation Bible School at 
www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign.   
 
 

Volunteers Needed 
Would you prayerfully consider serving in VBS?  To make 
VBS a success we need adults to serve as group leaders and 
youth (completed 6th-12th grade) to assist group leaders and 
site leaders.  Sign up to be a volunteer online at 
www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign.  Select “Become a 
Volunteer” and fill in your contact information.  If you are 
unable to volunteer during VBS, you can still help by donat-
ing items from the VBS wish list.  Information about items 
to donate will be posted on the bulletin board by the Fellow-
ship Hall.  . 

http://www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign
http://www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign


      Music Notes      
  

Another fine month of music-making by our volunteers has brought us close to the end of our Spring  

season.   We have enjoyed the fine singing of the day school choirs under Sal Percoco’s excellent  

direction as well. 

 

Remaining adult choir rehearsals  
 

     Alleluia Ringers Wednesdays  6:00 – 7:00 pm  Rehearsals May 4 and May 11 
 

     Men's Choir Thursdays  6:00 – 6:45 pm Rehearsals May 5 and May 12 
 

     Mixed Choir Thursdays  6:45 – 7:30 pm Rehearsal on May 12 

 

Performance schedule 
 

   Sunday, May 1 Easter 5  8:00 & 10:45  Alleluia Ringers 
 

   Thursday, May 5 Ascension  7:15 pm  Men’s Choir (no Mixed Choir rehearsal) 
 

   Sunday, May 8 Easter 6  8:00  Men’s Choir 
 

   Sunday, May 15 Pentecost  8:00  Alleluia Ringers & Lois Irion, violin 

      10:45  Mixed Choir 
 

   Sunday, May 22 Trinity   10:45  Mixed Choir 

 

Starting in June we will welcome soloists and occasional pick-up choirs on Sunday mornings through the 

Summer months.   

 

On Sunday, May 8 we will once again have a hymn sing as the Prelude at both services.  Let Keith 

know if you have a favorite either beforehand or that morning. 

 

Keith had a wonderful time at the salad summer of the Lutheran Women’s Missionary League 

on April 18, talking about the history of the pipe organ and its place in worship. Thank you! 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 

Greetings in the name of our Lord Jesus!  I, Rev. Adam Jacobsen, and my wife 
Sarah would like to formally invite you to celebrate the 500th year anniversary of 
the Lutheran Reformation with our congregation in a rather unique setting.  In July, 
2017 we will be leading a trip to the Luther lands of Germany and we would love if 
you could come with us.  On this tour we will see such famous sites as the town of 
Witten berg where Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church; 
Erfurt where he went to school and became a monk; the Wartburg where he lived 
in disguise and translated the New Testament into German; Eisleben where Luther 
was born and died; and other important Reformation sites. 
 

  In addition to the Luther sites, we will enjoy some of the magnificent scenery of 
the Rhine River Valley.  We’ll visit Dresden—famous for its china and fine art—and 
Leipzig—where the famous Lutheran composer Johann Sebastian Bach worked 
and is buried.  Come and join us for this once in a lifetime celebration—we’re sure 
you’ll have a memorable time! 
 

   If you are interested in joining us, please take one of the fliers from the narthex 
table.  Simply fill out the bottom portion and send it in to the address provided.  This 
is not an obligation to join, but simply a request for more information.  If you have 
any questions please feel free to write or call me any time, my contact information 
is included on the flier. 
 

Sincerely, Rev & Mrs. Adam Jacobsen 

Lutheran Tour of Germany and 
Switzerland.  

 

In the footsteps of Martin Luther 
for 11 days: July 10-20, 2017. 
Visiting Berlin, Wittenberg, Augs-
burg, Munich, Lucerne, and oth-
er beautiful places. Hosted by 
Pastor James Wright. Price is 
$3,999 from St. Louis. Contact 
Pastor Wright more information. 
Come celebrate the 500th anni-
versary of the  
Reformation! 



1 Rachel, Anne  

2 Ezekiel, Jim, Jayden, Tori  

4 Jim, Daniel  

6 Rhonda, Rebecca, Laura, Rex, Stephanie  

7 David  

8 Leona, Cameron  

9 Brenda, Raine, Joel, Alvin  

10 Isabel, Spencer, Kristina  

11 Don  

12 Bruce, Jim  

13 Makayla, Sherry, Steve, Kate  

15 Brendan, T.J., Pat, Elizabeth, Joshua, Connor, 

Addison, Pryce  

16 Debbie, JoAnne, Marshall, Will, Linda, Jeremy, 

Jeff  

17 Sarah, Kayla, John, Zach  

18 Lauren, Stephanie  

19 Nathaniel, Jean  

20 Nina  

21 Penny, Earl, Chad  

22 Linda, Jodie, Roger, Kyle  

23 Elise, Olivia, Erin  

24 John, Hope  

25 Isaac, Jackson, Silas  

26 Nancee  

27 Addison, Jacob  

28 Vanessa, Allison, Leah, Chuck  

29 Janell  

30 Peter, Mazie, Andrew  

31 Katie , Joyce  

2. Dennis & Linda (48) 

3. Brett & Kelli (8); Chad & Staci (2) 

4. Jeremy & Angi (20) 

5. Larry & Jeanine (37); Rod & Sheryl (28); Gary & Maura 

(15) 

7. Bill & Kathy (33) 

9. Andrew & Jennifer (7) 

17. Bret & Kara (8); Larry & Terry (36) 

18. Jim & Dee (14) 

20. Don & Shirley (49); Mike & Lori (28) 

21. Dan & Timmie (22); David & Jodie (39) 

24. Chris & Julia (41) 

25. Dan & Julie (31) 

27. Walt & Nina (27); Kevin & Lisa (10) 

28. Larry & Vicky (33) 

29. Kurt & Satomi (18);  Joel & Sara (12); Dan & Joan (34) 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
APRIL 
   

 

Sundays  8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
Apr 3 173 135 103   83 
Apr 10 221 160 131 117 
Apr 17 169 135   99   87 
Apr 24 159 124 n/a 120 
  

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm 
 Apr 6 16 13 
 Apr 13 24 21 
 Apr 20 15 13 
 Apr 27 19 17 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your 

birthday or anniversary is missing or incorrect.  

Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% of our members’ 

birthdays & anniversaries on file.  Help us complete and 

correct our records by letting us know of any errors or 

omissions.  Thank you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  6th Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion (A.R.) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          New Member Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

2 
9:00 MOPS 

3 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 
  5:30 Fellowship Board 
  6:30 School Board 
  7:00 Trustees 
   

4 
5:45 Midweek School 
6:00 Handbells 
 

5  Ascension 

  8:05 Chapel 
12:30 Widow’s Group 
           (at K. Ruhlig’s) 
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  7:15 Holy Communion 
           (Men’s Choir) 

6 7 

8  7th Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion (M.C.) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          New Member Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

Mother’s Day 

9 
6:00  Finance Board 

10 
6:00 Elders 
6:30 Day School Spring 
         Concert 

11 
  8:05 Chapel 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 
  5:45 Midweek School 
  6:00 Handbells 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

12 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer  
           Breakfast 
  9:00 Mary Martha 
           Coffee 
10:00 Evangelism   
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  6:45 Mixed Choir 

13 14 

15  Day of Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion (A.R.) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          New Member Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion (Mx.C.) 
  2:00 LYF Fest 

16 
9:00 MOPS 
6:30 LWML 

17 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 
  1:00 Reading Buddies 
  6:00 Council 

18 
8:05 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
7:15 Holy Communion 

19 
 

20 21 

22   Holy Trinity Sunday 
New Member Sunday 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:15 New Member Brunch 
          w/ Adult Bible Classes  
           to follow 
  9:30 Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion (Mx.C.) 

23 
 
 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

24 
10:15 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Education 
  6:30 PTF 
  7:00 Youth Board 

25 
7:15 Holy Communion 

26 Day School closed 

 

27 

8:05 Chapel 
6:30 8th Grade 
        Graduation 

28 

29 2nd Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Classes, 
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

30  Memorial Day 

 
Church Office and 
Day School closed 

31 

10:15 Adult Bible Class 

Devotions &  

Hymn-sing at  

Amber Glen on the  

8th & 22nd at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Elliott’s day 

off:  Mondays 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s 

day off:  Fridays 

 

2016 

7th Grade Confirmation Retreat to Camp CILCA 


