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Change in the Midst of Steadiness
Springtime and Lutherans
We know that the seasons of the year are all marked
by commonalities: heat and humidity in the summer;
falling leaves and colder temperatures in the fall; bare
trees and snow in the winter; new life and warmth in
the spring. These times of the year have equal parts
with our activities: vacations and fireworks in the
summer; harvest and Halloween in the fall; Christmas
and sledding in the winter; Easter and graduations in
the spring. It can be argued that every season is one
of change, but none so positively as that of spring!
The doldrums of winter have melted away (though not
so much needed this past winter!). Warm air, extra
rain, and blossoms of every kind have replaced the
bleakness of winter. Seeing the new buds on trees and
the perennial flowers bursting from the ground always
give new energy to young and old alike. The songs of
birds refill the air. Change is everywhere. Outside,
inside, and even within our families.

While so much in this world and in our lives does indeed change, there is at least one constant, and it is the
most important one: Jesus Christ. Hebrews 13:8
states, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today
and forever.” The author then continues by urging his
reader, “Do not be led away by diverse and strange
teachings, for it is good for the heart to be strengthened by grace.” No matter what changes all around,
the Lord Jesus Christ never does. His grace is always
sufficient for you. And it is always good for you and
your heart to be strengthened by God’s grace in Jesus.

Because of that truth about Jesus, that he never changes, as Lutherans, we can appreciate the things in this
life that remain consistent. There is great peace and
comfort from the gifts of God that continue to surround us in this life. That is one of the greatest blessings of our church using the liturgy week in and week
out (Acts 2:42). We are consistently exposed to the
same Word of Christ for the forgiveness of our sins.
th
If you’re the parent of an 8 grader or a high school or Hearing the same things over and over may sound
college senior, you are really in for a change! Perhaps boring and tedious, but that is far from the case when
you have been filled with trepidation and anxiety over those same words are still there even with everything
this next big step for your beloved child. If you are
else becoming different around us.
the 8th grader or the senior, you may be filled with renewed energy and excitement for the change, or it
Even our own church goes through changes. As a
may cause you some fear and trembling as well.
congregation in a university town, we have Lutherans
Changes in our lives tend to do that. It can be unset- that join our church one year and within a few years
tling, but when all is settled once more, it can mean
move on to other towns. Our church leadership is
that things are better off than they were before. The
continually changing as members complete their terms
Lord’s hand will always guide our changes, for he is and hand their tasks on to the next willing servant of
Lord of all!
our Lord. Even still, we have members who have
been at St. John their whole lives, some as many as
As you look around you and consider all that is going eighty and ninety years! Our worship service has reon in your life, you can see changes everywhere. The mained fairly consistent throughout that time. And
world today thrives on change. Change of style.
the proclamation of the Gospel remains the most imChange of job. Change of car. Change of house.
portant piece of consistency in this church. Hearing
Change of phone. Change of location. Change itself the Good News of Jesus Christ and him crucified and
is not bad. But so much change can be tiring. Imag- raised again from the dead is never old and never tirine trying to change the color of your walls every
ing. It is always the best news we can hear and it is a
week. Or ponder starting a new job every month.
joy to get to hear it and receive in this place through
The freshness and excitement soon gets replaced by
the preaching of the Word and the administration of
exhaustion and instability.
the Sacraments.

Many things in life change. That truth will not change. Neither will Jesus. He remains the same for you. He
loves you and is with you always. The mark of his cross on your brow remains and he knows it! (2 Corinthians
1:22; Ephesians 4:30; Revelation 9:4). It is quite normal to think that it is nice to have some stability in the midst
of change. But, actually, as we are the people of God in Christ Jesus, the one who never changes, we are stable
and secure in him. He is steady and his steadfast love endures forever (Psalm 118:1). So, whatever changes
come our way, we can handle them confidently knowing that we have the truth that never changes. We worship
the Savior who is always the same and loves to give each and every one of us his same saving grace and mercy all
our days. That is true stability. That is true comfort. And that will never change!
I rejoice in the stability Christ gives you in his grace. And as your pastor, I desire to be steadfast for you, to be
with you in the midst of your changing lives. Please do keep me informed of the changes you and your loved
ones experience, so that I can pray for you and walk through those times with you. To that end, you can call or
text me at (217) 649-8017, or email me at revcaithamer@stjohn-lcms.org. It is my sincere honor and privilege to
serve as your pastor.
In the changeless grace of Jesus,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Linda and family at the death of
husband Vince, Keith & Judith and family at the death of
Keith’s brother-in-law
Following Surgery: Lingli -granddaughter of Bob & Joan
Hospitalized: Walt
For Healing and Recovery: Carol Ann , Harriet -aunt of Joan , Kathy ,
Ellie, Earl, Norman-father of Rick , Glenn, Jill, Butch, Maria, Merv , John,
Randy -brother of Tony , Lucille, Ed, Todd -grandson of Harold , Tom
For Successful Treatments: Jennifer -sister in law of Ellie ,
Jeannette, Joan, Joe, Lea, Nancy, Maxine, Ken, Jason -grandson of Lois
For our Military: Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Jim, Brandon, Christopher ,
Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary
and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran
Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited the
second Thursday of each month to Original
Pancake House for food and
fellowship, and devotion and
prayers led by Pastor Caithamer.
Please join us this month on
Thursday, May 11th, at 7:00am.
Mary Martha cordially invites members of the congregation to its coffee
on Thursday, May 11, from 9:0010:30a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Join us for
coffee, goodies and fellowship.
LWML is hosting Tim Hertzner,
President of Lutheran Charities, on
May 21, 2017 at 1:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall. Mr. Hertzner will
be speaking on 101 Ways to Show
the Love and Compassion of
Christ. All our invited to attend his
presentation.

Thank you to all St. John
families who prepared food,
helped serve, and clean up
after the Lenten dinners.

Mission Statement: United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives
that are rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

St. John Lutheran Church
Vacation Bible School 2017
June 19-23, 9-11:30am
VBS 2017 is a victory celebration! In
Mighty Fortress VBS, children learn that
in Jesus, the victory is won! They’ll look
into the Bible, God’s Holy Word, and
explore five Bible accounts about God,
our Mighty Fortress, and the victory
Jesus has won for us. Registration is
open for children 3 years old to completed 5th grade. Come along with us as
we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat yummy snacks, play
awesome games, and more. Plus, you’ll learn in Jesus, the
victory is won! Can’t wait to see you there! Register
online at www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign.
Be a part of Mighty Fortress VBS! Youth (completed 6th12th grade) and adult volunteers are needed! If you can
help full or part time, we have many ways to be involved
to suit your schedule and interests. A sign-up sheet will
be posted by the Fellowship Hall. E-mail Kim, for more information or if you have any questions.
Upcoming Dates: Saturday, May 6, 9:00 – Volunteer Planning meeting – we will have a Bible Study and finalize
plans for VBS; Saturday, June 17, 9:00 – VBS Set-up – we
will decorate the sites and get everything ready to go for
Monday morning!
Join us to see how in Jesus, the victory is won!
THRIVENT INFORMATIION
THRIVENT Financial helps your project maximize its’ impact!
Your gift of time, talent and treasure can do even more when
you form a Thrivent Action Team. Available to all Thrivent
members, a Thrivent Action Team is a way to support a need
in your church, school or community. Teams receive tips,
resources and seed money from Thrivent to jump-start a
service project, fundraiser or educational activity. You may
have an annual project that your group offers. To create a
Thrivent Action Team, identify the need, gather volunteers,
create a plan for addressing the need and fill out an application online. To learn more and to fill out an application, visit
Thrivent.com/livegenerously or call 800-847-4836 and say
"Thrivent Action Teams" at the prompt.
Thrivent Choice Dollars Update: Thank you to all of the
Thrivent Financial members who have been directing their
funds offered to them through the Thrivent Choice program.
There are many, many wonderful organizations that can be
made recipients of your Thrivent Choice Dollars. I would like
to update you on the funds directed to St. John St. John Lutheran Church has received $2,855 in 2016. St. John Lutheran School has received $3,967 in 2016. This is an increase
for both this past year. Thank you to all Thrivent Financial
members who participated in this amazing program.
Ronda
Congregational Advocate for Thrivent Financial

Volunteers Needed for
Summer Sunday School!!

We want to give our regular Sunday
School teachers a break. If you love children and you love Jesus, we are looking
for you! Don’t want to teach by yourself?
Grab a friend and team teach, or teach
with your spouse. Pick one Sunday or
pick several. All the material is
provided. For more information please contact Cindy .
Waiting to hear from you!!!

The 4th annual Running of the
Rams 5k will be held September 9,
2017 (specific date TBD). Many
volunteers are needed to make
this event a success. There are
many ways to help: Pre-Race
planning, Race Day (set-up, during race, clean-up),
Post-Race. There will a ROTR Planning meeting on
Wednesday, May 10th, 6pm in the Fellowship Hall.
Please plan on attending.

Danville Gardens Gift Cards

Before you start your Spring planting, purchase $10 Danville Gardens Gift Cards sold
by PTF. PTF gets $3 back from each card
sold. The money earned from this fundraiser goes towards items that the teachers or
school need to purchase, family fun events
throughout the school year, and special extra requests from
the teachers for classroom items. Danville Gardens’ Champaign location is now open. Learn more about Danville Gardens at their website: http://www.danvillegardens.com. Gift
cards are available now in the school office!

From the Finance Board
In an effort to keep the members of St. John informed
about the financial condition of the Church we are
including information about our current financial
situation. The Collapsed Income and Expense report
on the printed newsletter page shows the amount of
income and expenses for the year to date. Below is a
report showing the quantity of envelope giving for the
month of March 2017.
May God continue to bless all the members of St. John!
Finance Board

Music Notes
Our Holy Week and Easter musicians were wonderful
(if I do say so myself!)
St. John is blessed with a talented and devoted group
of singers, ringers, and instrumentalists, who truly and
continually enhance our worship. Thank you to all, including our congregation, who knows how to “raise the
roof” when we sing the mighty hymns of our faith.

Corrected Adult Choirs schedule April-June
Sunday, April 30
10:45
Men
Sunday, May 7
No Choirs - Keith away
Sunday, May 14
8:00
Mixed
Sunday, May 21
8:00
Alleluia Ringers (+10:45
Prelude)10:45
Men
Wednesday, May 24 No Alleluia Ringers rehearsal
Rehearsals for the Adult Choirs continue in the church Thursday, May 25 6:00 pm Mixed Choir rehearsal
7:15 pm Mixed Choir No Men’s Choir
balcony, as listed below. The singing choirs will be with (Ascension)
10:45
Mixed Choir
us for the final time of the season on Pentecost, June 4. Sunday, May 28
Thursday,
June
1
Final
Men’s
& Mixed Choir
The Alleluia Ringers will conclude their season the next
rehearsals
week on Trinity Sunday, June 11.
Sunday, June 4
8:00
Mixed Choir
Instrumentalists – I would love to have you with us
(Pentecost)
10:45
Men’s Choir
again for Pentecost, June 4. I will be in touch to see
when it might be convenient to rehearse. If you are an + Brass at both services? – Final Sunday for Men’s &
Mixed Choirs
instrumentalist who I haven’t yet added to our roster,
Wednesday, June 7 Final Alleluia Ringers rehearsal
please come speak to me or email me – we would love
Sunday, June 14 8:00 Alleluia Ringers (+10:45 Prelude)
to have you join us!
Soli Deo Gloria! Keith Williams
C.I.D. Scholarship Sunday is May 7th. Twenty-three undergraduates and nine seminarians, all from our Central Illinois District, are in great financial need of gifts to help them continue their studies. Please make a generous gift on May 7th using an
envelope provided by the congregation, or mail your gift to: Scholarship Sunday Gift, Central Illinois District LC-MS, 1850 N.
Grand Avenue West, Springfield, IL 62702-1626. Please make checks payable to “Central Illinois District Educational
Scholarship Fund.” Thank you for your support of our future pastors, teachers, and full-time church workers.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

Rachel, Anne
Ezekiel, Jim, Jayden, Tori
Jim, Daniel
Rhonda, Rebecca, Laura, Rex, Stephanie
David
Leona, Cameron
Brenda, Raine, Joel, Alvin
Isabel, Spencer, Kristina
Don
Bruce, Jim
Makayla, Sherry, Steve, Kate
Brendan, T.J., Pat , Elizabeth, Joshua, Connor ,
Addison, Pryce
Debbie, JoAnne, Marshall, Will, Linda, Jeremy,
Jeff
Sarah, Kayla, John, Zach
Lauren, Stephanie
Nathaniel, Jean
Nina
Penny, Earl, Chad
Linda, Jodie, Roger, Kyle
Elise, Olivia, Erin
John, Hope
Isaac, Jackson, Silas
Nancee

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
2.
3.
4.
5.
7.
9.
17.
18.
20.
21.
24.
25.
27.
28.
29.

Dennis & Linda (49)
Chad & Staci (3)
Jeremy & Angi (21)
Larry & Jeanine (38); Rod & Sheryl (29); Gary & Maura
(16)
Bill & Kathy (34)
Andrew & Jennifer (8)
Bret & Kara (9); Larry & Terry (37)
Jim & Dee (15)
Don & Shirley (50); Mike & Lori (29)
Dan & Timmie (23); David & Jodie (40)
Chris & Julia (42)
Dan & Julie (32)
Walt & Nina (28); Kevin & Lisa (11)
Larry & Vicky (34)
Kurt & Satomi (19);
Joel & Sara (13); Dan &
Joan (35)

27
28
29
30
31

Addison, Gracelyn, Gramercy, Jacob
Vanessa, Allison, Leah, Chuck
Janell
Peter, Mazie, Andrew
Katie, Joyce

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
APRIL
Sundays
Apr 2
Palm Sunday
Apr 9
Easter 6:00
Apr 16 104
Apr 23
Apr 30

8:00 Comm
157

122

117

225

173

137

118

317
135

244
128

185
120

141
92

Wednesdays 3:30 Comm
Apr 5
Apr 19
Apr 26

10:45 Comm

178

70

Maundy Thursday
Apr 13
Good Friday
Apr 14

60

7:15 Comm
33
19
26

31
16
22

168

99

206

2017
Sun
Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 14th & 28th
at 2:30pm

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

4

1:00 Divine Service

5:30 Fellowship Board
6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

Fri
5

Sat
6
9:00 VBS Planning
Meeting

C I D P a s t o r s’ C o n f e r e n c e

7 4th Sunday of Easter

8

9

10

11

8:00 Holy Communion (MxC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
2:00 Confirmation

9:00 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board
6:00 Athletic Banquet

1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders
6:30 School Spring
Concert

8:05 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
6:00 Running of the
Rams Meeting
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:00 Mary Martha
May Coffee
10:00 Evangelism
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

14

15

16

17

8:00 Holy Communion (MC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

9:00 MOPS
6:30 LWML

21 6th Sunday of Easter

22

5th Sunday of Easter

8:00 Holy Communion (HB)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)
1:00 LWML Presentation by
Lutheran Charities

28

7th Sunday of Easter

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)

12

13

18 No School

19

20

10:00 Adult Bible Class 5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Council
6:00 Handbells
7:00 Youth Board
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

Last Day of School
8:05 Chapel
6:30 8th Grade
Graduation

23

25 Ascension

26

24

10:00 Adult Bible Class 5:30 PTF
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 Stewardship

29 Memorial Day
Church is closed

30

31

10:00 Adult Bible Class 6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:45 Mixed Choir
7:15 Holy Communion
(MxC)

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off: Fridays

27
Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

