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On Thursday, May 10, you are invited to worship our Lord Jesus Christ in celebration of his ascension into heav-
en!  This event in the life of Christ is very easily one of the most overlooked and underappreciated moments in our 
Savior’s life and work.  I readily admit that as a child, I never really gave it much thought, nor did I make it a prac-
tice to go to church on that day.  So, why should you?  Why make it a point to worship and receive the Lord’s 
body and blood in celebration of his ascension?  Here are five good reasons: 
 

 1) Historically, the Christian Church made it a point to celebrate all of the major events in the life of Jesus.  
Naturally, we go to church on Christmas and Easter, and any other key moments in Jesus’ life that might fall 
on a Sunday, like Christ’s baptism and his ascension.  The Church has referred to these holy days of celebra-
tion as festival days, worthy of our attention and a great opportunity to receive the means of grace whenever 
they might occur during the week. 

 
 2) The ascension of Jesus Christ into heaven has great importance for you in your life as a Christian here and 

now.  Jesus’ ascension is prophesied by Jesus to his disciples in John 16: “I tell you the truth:  it is to your 
advantage that I go away, for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you.  But if I go, I will send 
him to you…When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth” (John 16:7, 13).  Jesus’ as-
cension into heaven means the coming of the Holy Spirit, and that means that understanding of the Gospel is 
sure to follow.  Because of Jesus’ return to heaven, the Holy Spirit now delivers in Word and Sacraments the 
fruits of Jesus’ death on cross. 

 
 3) Jesus’ ascension to heaven is his return to the right hand of God the Father.  That seat is a position of power.  

From that seat Jesus will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead.  With that seat at the 
Father’s right hand, you have the greatest advocate possible for you before God: the God-man Jesus Christ! 
(1 John 2:1; 1 Timothy 2:5).  The Lord Jesus remains in his human nature, even in his ascension, meaning 
through Christ, you have a seat in God’s great presence. 

 
 4) When Jesus returned to heaven, the full work of the Son of God for our salvation was complete.  The cele-

bration in heaven began in joy over the peace with God that was won by the Lamb.  In Revelation 5, we read 
of this scene playing out.  It starts with the scroll in the hand of God not able to be opened by anyone, caus-
ing distress among those in heaven.  “Who is worthy to open the scroll and break its seals?”  John wept over 
this dilemma, until he was told, “Weep no more; behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, 
has conquered, so that he can open the scroll and its seven seals.”  And then John sees him, “a Lamb stand-
ing, as though it had been slain…And he went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who was seated 
on the throne.”  All of the angels and saints then sang, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its 
seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and 
people and nation…”  The ascension of our Lord is truly the best victory celebration of Christ’s death and 
resurrection, of which we get to experience a bit of when we worship on that day! 

 

  5) Lastly, Jesus’ return to heaven forever serves as the means of our peace with God.  Jesus, the Lamb of God, 
still bearing the marks of the cross, the signs of his sacrifice, enters into the Holy of Holies of heaven.  Jesus, 
God’s Son, presents himself as the forever-living sacrifice for all people, “the mediator of a new covenant…
the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel” (Hebrews 12:24).  Jesus forever stands 
as our substitute, the peace-bringer between God and man. 

 
With those five reasons stated, you are invited to join with your brothers and sisters in Christ on May 10, along 
with all the saints and angels, in ushering into the heavens our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  He is 
the Lamb who was slain, the only one worthy to open the scroll of the Father, ushering in the new 
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heavens and the new earth.  And when Jesus returns on the Last Day in glory, you too shall rise to join him in his 
kingdom.  Just as Jesus lives on forevermore in his full humanity, so shall you, never to know pain or suffering or 
death anymore. 
 
The faithful angels of God rejoiced and worshiped at every turn of the plan of salvation, from Jesus’ birth, to his 
suffering and death, to his resurrection and his ascension.  From one of Luther’s Christmas hymns, we hear: “We 
praise You, Jesus, at Your birth; Clothed in flesh You came to earth.  The virgin bears a sinless boy And all the 
angels sing for joy” (LSB 382, v. 1).  In Ride On, Ride On in Majesty, we hear: “The angel armies of the sky 
Look down with sad and wondering eyes To see the approaching sacrifice” (LSB 441).  And in the great Ascen-
sion hymn, we rejoice with these words: “Up through endless ranks of angels, Cries of triumph in His ears, To 
His heavenly throne ascending, Having vanquished all their fears, Christ looks down upon His faithful, Leaving 
them in happy tears” (LSB 491). 
 
It is my hope that you now see (if you did not before!) what an awesome celebration our Lord’s ascension truly 
is!  With all of our dearly departed loved ones, with all of the Old Testament and New Testament saints, with all 
the angels and archangels, we rejoice in our one Lord’s return to his heavenly home.  And we await in that joyous 
victory his great return, when the new heavens and the new earth will be made known.  For your continued lives 
as the people of God, I pray you take to heart the words of one, final ascension hymn:  
 

1   On Christ’s ascension I now build The hope of my ascension;  
This hope alone has always stilled All doubt and apprehension;  
For where the Head is, there as well I know His members are to dwell  
When Christ will come and call them. 

 
3   O grant, dear Lord, this grace to me, Recalling Your ascension, 
That I may serve You faithfully In thanks for my redemption; 
And then, when all my days will cease, Let me depart in joy and peace 
In answer to my pleading.  (LSB 492) 

 
In the joys of Christ’s ascension, for you and for me, 
 
Pastor Caithamer 
 
 

Also, please consider joining your St. John family for the following events in May and early June: 
 

 Faith and Family Night Friday, May 4   5:30pm 
 Confirmation Service  Sunday, May 6   2:00pm 
 Ascension Service  Thursday, May 10  7:15pm 
 New Member Sunday  Sunday, May 13  Both services  
 E.A.T. @ Buffalo Wild Wings—Savoy 
     Monday, May 14  All Day!!! 
 School Spring Concert Tuesday, May 15  6:30pm 
 Pentecost   Sunday, May 20  Both services 
 Holy Trinity   Sunday, May 27  Both services 
 Kindergarten/1

st
 Grade Torch Passing Ceremony 

     Tuesday, May 29  6:30pm 
 Closing Chapel Service Friday, June 1   8:08am 
 8

th
 Grade Graduation  Friday, June 1   6:30pm 



 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

For Peace and Comfort: Sandy and family at the death of son  
 

Hospitalized: Leona Gericke, Jan Bundy 
 

Following Surgery:  Cindy-daughter in law of Bob & Joan, Dan -father of 
Beth  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Michael -son of Karen, Judy, Tom, Pam, Lucille, 
Bob, Kevin, Judy -sister of Larry, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Bill -son in law of 
Dave & Donna,  Lorelai, Lois, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel-niece of Judy, Cathy-sister 
of Millie, Dale-brother in law of Ellie, Stephen-son of Ken, Merv, John, Todd -
grandson of Harold , Tom  
 

For Strength, Hope and Peace:  Anna -mother of Bill, Marlene-sister in law 
of Joan  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Philip -son of Starley, Johnny -son in law of 
Letty, Jeannette, Joan, Nancy, Maxine  
 

For our Military:  Nick , Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Heath, 
Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary 
and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and 
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran  
Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are  

invited the second Thursday of each month to 
Original Pancake House for food, 

fellowship, devotion and prayers 

led by Pastor Caithamer.  Please 
join us this month on Thursday, 

May 10th, at 7:00am. 

Let Us Pray 

E.A.T. Night for May 

MARY MARTHA COFFEE 
Mary-Martha invites members of the  
congregation to attend coffee/rolls on 
Thursday, May 10 from 9:00-10:30AM 
in the Fellowship Hall.  We hope you 
will join us. 

Faith and Family Night - Our next Faith & Family Night will be 
held Friday, May 4, 5:30-7:00pm.  Dinner will be provided,  
followed by a brief devotion and a family activity.  A sign-up sheet 
is available on the bulletin board across from the fellowship 
hall.  Families with children of all ages are invited.  We hope you'll 
join us. 

St. John Lutheran Church  
Vacation Bible School 2018 

June 18-22, 9-11:30am 
 God’s Promise on  

Life’s Wild Ride 
 

Life is full of thrills and spills; we may not know 
what’s around the bend, but God does! 
At Splash Canyon, kids discover that, on life’s 
wild ride, Jesus is by our side. God saves us 
through Jesus and gives us life and hope every 
day and forever.  Registration is open for chil-
dren 3 years old to completed 5th grade. Come 
along with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy 
crafts, eat yummy snacks, play awesome 
games, and more. Plus, you’ll learn in Jesus, the 
victory is won! Can’t wait to see you there!  
 

Register online at www.vbsmate.com/
stjohnchampaign. 

 

Be a part of Splash Canton VBS!  Youth 
(completed 6th-12th grade) and adult volunteers 
are needed!  If you can help full or part time, 
we have many ways to be involved to suit your 
schedule and interests.  A sign-up sheet is post-
ed by the Fellowship Hall.  E-mail the address in 
the printed bulletin for more information or if 
you have any questions. 

SPRING CONCERT—Tuesday, May 15th, 6:30 pm. 
Performances include 2nd-3rd and 4th-5th grade Recorders, 4th-5th 

grade Band, 4th-8th grade Choir and Middle School Band.  Please 
come and hear how musically talented our St. John students are! 

VBS Planning Meeting 
 

We will be having a planning meeting on Satur-
day, May 19 at 9 am. We will be going over plans 
for VBS, ordering supplies and going over the 
Bible Lessons. If you are unable to make the 
meeting and are willing to help, please contact me 
or sign-up on the bulletin board. We still need 
adult and youth volunteers in the preschool rooms 
and  to lead the children to the different sites. If 
you have any questions or need more information, 
please contact Faith 

The May E.A.T. night will be at 
Buffalo Wild Wings. on Monday, 
May 14, ALL DAY!  Buffalo Wild 
Wings is giving back 15% of our 
purchases!  Bring in the flyer to make sure that 15% of the 
proceeds will be donated to St. John Lutheran School.  Don’t 
forget to get your Buffalo Wild Wings Gift Cards from Ram 
Rebate.   



Mission Statement:   
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are  

rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

      Music Notes      
 

 
Rehearsals for our Adult Choirs conclude for the Spring as follows: 
 
Alleluia Ringers  Wednesdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm   Rehearsals 5.9, 5.16 & 6.6 
Men’s Choir     Thursdays     6:00 – 6:45 pm Rehearsals 5.3 & 5.10  
Mixed Choir  Thursdays,      6:45 – 7:30 pm* Rehearsals 5.3 & 5.17*    
         *5.17 rehearsal will be at 6:00 
 
May 6 Easter 6      8:00 (& 10:45 Prelude) Alleluia Ringers 
        10:45   Mixed Choir 
May  10 Ascension (7:15)   Men’s Choir 
May 13 Easter 7      8:00         Instrumentalists 
May 20 Pentecost   8:00          Lois, violin 
         10:45   Mixed & Men’s Choirs 
June 10          8:00  (& 10:45 Prelude)    Alleluia Ringers   

 
Many thanks to all who have shared their talents with us throughout the year.  In addition to our 
ever-reliable singing and ringing choirs, in April alone we have been privileged to hear from the fol-
lowing instrumentalists- Terry, Chuck, Dan, trumpets; Kai, horn; Randy, piano and saxophone; Ka-
ren, flute,; Nadia, tambourine; and Lois, violin.  We are indeed richly blessed here at St. John!  
Please take the opportunity to thank all of these fine folks, as well as all of our singers and ringers, 
for their devoted service.   
 
May 20 will mark the final time the singing choirs will be with us until after the summer, and June 10 
will be the final Spring Sunday for the Alleluia Ringers. I will welcome your offerings to sing or play 
as a soloist during the summer hiatus.  If you would like a suggestion for a selection to work on, 
please ask me. 
 
Many of you may recall that in 2012 we undertook the first phase of organ renovations, which in-
cluded rebuilding of the organ console, and work on some of the pipes in the organ.  I am delighted 
to announce that the remaining work that was prepared for at that time will be undertaken in the 
course of this coming Fall.  Buzard Pipe Organ Builders (my “other” employer) will be adding several 
new sets of pipes to the organ, and making improvements to a number of others.  I will be discuss-
ing this in more detail in the coming months, so stay tuned. Thank you to those who are making this 
possible! 
 
Soli Deo Gloria!  Keith Williams 



     Ram Rebate Gift Cards 
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores 
and restaurants through Ram Rebate and a  
percentage will go towards your tuition or a 
school or church account of your choice.   
 

Stop by the school office or visit 
www.shopwithscrip.com for details.  In Stock cards are  
available during school office hours. 
                 

 May Order Dates:    Orders Due:  Monday May 7 & 21 
                                       Pick-up:  the following Friday 
 

*All the dates for the year are on the calendar on the 
school’s website: www.stjohnls.com 

Littler Lambs    A Friday Morning Playgroup 
 

Who?     Children ages birth -5 years old and  

             their parent or caregiver 
 

Where?     St. John School Gym 
 

When?     Friday mornings after Little Lamb  

                Preschool drop off 
 

The first 20 minutes will be free playtime with toys and 
large motor equipment.  Circle time will start at 8:30 with 
songs, stories about Jesus, and games.  Free play will  
continue until 9:30am.   

 

No signup necessary !  Drop in anytime!   

 

            Join us on:  May 4, 11, 18 & 25 

On the last day of school (Friday, June 1) we will hold  
chapel at 8:05am in the Sanctuary.  Immediately  

following chapel we will have our final awards ceremony of 
the school year.  Parents are invited to attend both chapel 

and the awards ceremony! 
We are looking forward to recognizing our graduating  

class of eighth graders!  All are welcome to  
attend our graduation service. From the Finance Board 

In an effort to keep the members of St. John  
informed about the financial condition of the Church we are 
including information about our current financial situation.  
The Collapsed Income and Expense report on the next page 
shows the amount of income and expenses for the year to 
date. Below is a report showing the quantity of envelope giv-
ing for the month of March 2018. 
 

 

May God continue to bless all the members of  
St. John! 
 

Finance Board 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Before you start your Spring 
planting, purchase $10 Prairie 

Gardens Gift Cards.   PTF  
receives $2 from each card sold. 
Gift cards may be used on any 

purchase at Prairie Gardens.  The cards do not expire 
and will carry a balance if you spend less than $10.  

The money earned from this fundraiser goes towards 
items that the teachers or school need to purchase, 
family fun events throughout the school year, and 
special requests from the teachers for classroom 
items.  Gift cards are available now in the 

school office! 

Our Little Lamb Preschool students will be having a 
promotion ceremony on Thursday, May 17

th
 at 10:30am 

in the gym.  Families are welcome to come celebrate 
our preschoolers who will be moving on to kindergarten 
and to PS4 class next school year!  There will be a  
reception immediately  
following the ceremony.    

FRIDAY, MAY 11    11am-2pm 

Our 2
ND

-4
TH

 grade students will host 
students from St. John’s-Buckley 
and Danville Lutheran for lunch and 
a fun day of games and friendly 
competition.  Volunteers are needed 

to help with events and concessions.  Signup sheet is 

 

 

Our Kindergarten/1st Grade Torch Passing  
Ceremony will take place on Tuesday, May 29th at 
6:30pm in the Gym.  This is a special time when 

the current first grade students pass the “torch” of  
leadership to the current kindergarten class (the 

incoming first graders).  We invite families to  
attend this special school ceremony! 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
http://www.stjohnls.com


School News—Letter from Principal Tim Gabbert 
 

It’s great to be here!  I thank God for each of you.   
Vicki and I arrived in Champaign on Thursday, March 29.  We closed on our new home on 
Friday, and the movers arrived on Monday.  Vicki was able to spend Spring Break prepar-
ing our new home before returning to Florida.  As we were unpacking, we were often 
asked where we were relocating from.  When we replied, “Florida”, the inevitable response 
was given, “Why?”  It is with great joy that I responded, “God has blessed us with a new 
ministry at St. John Lutheran School.  We visited in November and fell in love with the 
school, staff, students, pastor, and the congregation.”  I am ecstatic to be a part of St. 
John and excited to become acquainted with the St. John family. 

 

I have had the privilege to serve as a Lutheran educator for over 30 years.  I graduated from Concordia University Sew-
ard, Nebraska with a Bachelor Degree in Education with a math major.  I later returned to Concordia Seward to obtain 
my Master Degree in Education – Elementary School Administration.  I began my ministry as a teacher and athletic 
director at Immanuel Lutheran School in Albuquerque, NM.  I have also served at Immanuel Lutheran School in Love-
land, Colorado, Our Redeemer Lutheran in Temple Terrace, Florida, Concordia Lutheran School in Tampa, Florida, St. 
John Lutheran School in York, Pennsylvania, and St. Paul Lutheran School in Catonsville, Maryland.  During the last 
two years, I had the joy of returning to the classroom teaching high school mathematics at Inverness Christian Acade-
my in Inverness, Florida. 
 

My wife, Vicki, and I love the great outdoors.  We enjoy hiking, kayaking, and playing disc golf.  Vicki thoroughly enjoys 
playing tennis, and I can often be found on the golf course.  We have had the opportunity to travel and  
explore the United States, Canada, and Mexico.  Our desire is to make it to Alaska and begin our tour of Europe.   
God gave me a strong passion and love for children of all ages.  I enjoy watching them grow in the Lord.   
Lutheran Schools provide a tremendous opportunity for students to grow in faith and live out their lives as children of 
God.  It brings a smile to my face when I hear children sing praises to God, not only with their voice but with their 
hearts.   
 

I am excited to be here.  May God bless our efforts as we reach out to our community with the love and  
forgiveness of God.  To God be the glory!  



1 Rachel, Anne  

2 Ezekiel, Jim, Jayden, Tori  

4 Jim, Daniel  

5 Olivia  

6 Rhonda, Rebecca, Laura, Rex , Stephanie  

7 David  

8 Leona, Cameron  

9 Brenda, Raine, Joel, Alvin  

10 Spencer, Kristina  

11 Don  

12 Bruce, Jim  

13 Makayla, Sherry, Steve, Kate 

15 Brendan, T.J., Pat, Elizabeth, Joshua, Connor, 

Addison, Pryce  

16 Debbie, JoAnne, Marshall, Will, Linda, Jeremy, 

Jeff  

17 Kayla, John, Zach  

18 Lauren, Stephanie  

19 Nathaniel, Jean  

20 Nina  

21 Penny, Earl, Chad 

22 Linda, Jodie, Roger, Kyle  

23 Elise, Olivia, Erin  

24 John, Hope  

25 Isaac, Jackson, Silas  

26 Nancee  

27 Addison, Gracelyn, Gramercy, Jacob  

28 Vanessa, Allison, Leah, Chuck  

29 Janell  

30 Peter, Mazie, Andrew  

31 Katie, Joyce  

2. Dennis & Linda (50) 

3. Chad & Staci (4) 

4. Jeremy & Angi (22) 

5. Larry & Jeanine (39); Rod & Sheryl (30); Gary & Maura 

(17) 

7. Bill & Kathy (35) 

9. Andrew & Jennifer(9) 

17. Bret & Kara(10); Larry & Terry (38) 

18. Jim & Dee (16) 

20. Randy & Sara (23); Don & Shirley (51); Mike & Lori 

(30) 

21. Dan & Timmie (24); David & Jodie (41) 

24. Chris & Julia (43) 

25. Dan & Julie (33) 

26. Bradley & Lauren (6) 

27. Walt & Nina (29); Kevin & Lisa (12) 

28. Larry & Vicky (35) 

29. Kurt & Satomi (20); Dan & Joan (36) 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES FOR  
APRIL 
   
 

Sundays  8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
Easter 6:00  
Apr 1 100 315 234 n/a n/a 
Apr 8 170 140 120   97 
Apr 15 165 142 103   91 
Apr 22 155 122 132 102 
Apr 29 
   

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm 
 Apr 4 22 16  
 Apr 11 20 16     
 Apr 18 28 25 
 Apr 25 24 19  



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing  

at Amber Glen  

on the 13th & 27th 

 at 2:30pm 

Church Office 359-1123 
 

School Office 359-1714 
 

Pastor Caithamer’s  
day off:  Fridays 

1 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:30 Fellowship Board 
  6:00 Trustees 
  6:30 School Board 

2 
8:05 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
7:15 Holy Communion 

3 
12:30 Widow’s Group 
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  6:45 Mixed Choir 

4 
5:30 Faith & Family 
         Night 

5 

6  6th Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
          (Handbells) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion  
           (Mixed Choir) 
  2:00 Confirmation Ser-

7 
9:00 MOPS 

8 
6:00 Elders, 
         Finance Board 

9 
  8:05 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:45 Midweek School 
  6:00 Handbells 
   

10  Ascension 

  7:00 Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast 
  9:00 Mary Martha 
           Coffee 
10:00 Evangelism 
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  7:15 Holy Communion (MC) 

11 12 

13 7th Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

Mother’s Day 

14 
9:00 MOPS 
E.A.T. @ Buffalo 
Wild Wings 

15 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  1:00 Reading Buddies 
  6:00 Council 
  6:30 Spring Concert 

16 
8:05 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

17 
6:00 Mixed Choir 

18 19 
9:00 VBS Planning  
         Meeting 
3:00 Hazelwood/ 
        Hagan  
        Wedding 

20  Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
           (MC & MxC) 

21 
6:30 LWML 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

22 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  6:30 Stewardship 
  7:00 Youth Board 

23 
8:05 Chapel 
7:15 Holy Communion 

24 
 

25 26 
3:00 Henss/Walker 
        Wedding 

27  Holy Trinity 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

28  Memorial Day 

 
Church & School 

Closed 

29 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:30 K/1 Torch  
          Passing 

30 
8:05 Chapel 
7:15 Holy Communion 

31  No School 

 

  

2018 
 Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  Romans 5:1 
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