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For Your Edification (F.Y.E.)
Being Built Up in the Faith
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, our good and gracious God wants us to be strengthened in the one true faith unto life
everlasting. We know that our new life of faith begins in Holy Baptism. And just as a newborn baby grows and gets
stronger, so it is for the Christian as well. St. Paul writes in 1 Corinthians 3 these words:
According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I laid a foundation, and someone else is
building upon it. Let each one take care how he builds upon it. For no one can lay a foundation other than that
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if anyone builds on the foundation with gold, silver, precious stones,
wood, hay, straw—each one’s work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it will be revealed by
fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has done. If the work that anyone has built on the foundation
survives, he will receive a reward. If anyone’s work is burned up, he will suffer loss, though he himself will be
saved, but only as through fire.
God our Lord wants you and me to grow in the faith and to get stronger in the faith. But, what does that look like as a
Christian? For a child, growth and strength means less dependence on parents and eventually leads to independence. For a
Christian, it is quite the opposite.
Growing strong in the faith does not mean less dependence on Christ Jesus, but actually more. Gaining in the one true faith
means a greater understanding, realization, and appreciation for how much we truly need the Savior, not just when times
may be tough, but every day and all the time. John the Baptizer knew that he must decrease so that Christ would increase
(John 3:30). And Paul grew to understand more and more that Jesus’ grace is sufficient for us all and that Christ’s power is
made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians 10).
The precursor for such understanding Paul offers in the latter part of 1 Corinthians 3: “Let no one deceive himself. If anyone
among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise. For the wisdom of this world
is folly with God.” This is most certainly true for the unbeliever, but it remains true for us as Christians as well. Our Lord
does not want us ever to fall into the trap of thinking that we have gone to church for so long that we have heard it all before,
that we know enough and have no need for further study. Yes, the foundation is secure below us, but the building in Christ
needs continued maintenance, strengthening, and support at all times.
Thanks be to God that our Lutheran ancestors have understood this greatly. An abundance of resources have been provided
for our continual education and edification in the faith. As Lutherans, we cherish the doctrine of the Christian faith as found
in the Scriptures alone. We strive to know as much as we can about God’s Word so as to find greater comfort from the
Gospel and to withstand the attacks of the devil, the world, and our sinful flesh that long to sow in weeds among the wheat of
our faith (Matthew 13:24–30).

How, then, do we grow in the faith? How do we continue to build upon the foundation we have in Christ Jesus? Provided
below is a list of the best ways to be built up in the faith:
Word and Sacrament—These are God’s Means of Grace, what he provides to bring his Gospel of forgiveness
directly to us. The primary locale for the Means of Grace is the church. When we gather in worship each Sunday it
is to be fed by Jesus with his Word and the Sacrament. This is the source of those words of dismissal: “The true
body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you steadfast in the one true faith unto
life everlasting.” Word and Sacrament ministry, as prescribed by our Lord Jesus Christ, is the most important work
this church and all Christian churches can do. Summer months are fast-approaching, and the temptation is to let our
church attendance slide a bit. I encourage you to press on and continue to make regular church attendance a priority
all throughout the summer, not to mention your whole life!
Bible Class and Sunday School—An in-depth study of God’s Word is a great blessing to each Christian. It is what
started Martin Luther on his path to recovering the Gospel in the church. Study Bibles are available readily as are
Bible studies on various topics and books of the Bible. Consider joining our Tuesday morning Bible class as we
continue our thorough examination of St. John’s Gospel, including the great “I Am” statements of Jesus, his miracles
that point out his divinity, and how Jesus fulfills the expectations of the Messiah from the Old Testament. Sunday
school for our children will continue to study the important stories from the Bible, highlighting the grace of God that
can be found in every story. Our teachers are eager and excited to share the love of Christ with their students.
Is Genesis History?—Starting in June, our Sunday morning Bible class will begin viewing the film Is Genesis
History? This well-produced documentary considers the scientific and historical evidence of this world from a

biblical perspective based in Genesis. It gives a Christian perspective of the different fields of science, including geology, microbiology, astronomy, paleontology, archeology, and physiology.
Sermon Reviews—Following the study on Genesis and science, our Bible class will take the opportunity to
learn what to listen for in sermons, and then use this to hear and review sermons from pastors of other church
bodies. Close attention will be paid to similarities and differences so that we can more fully evaluate and
appreciate all that we hear from the world around us.

Vacation Bible School (VBS)—Our Vacation Bible School is another fantastic opportunity for our children, ages
preschool through 5th grade to gather together for a week of learning about Jesus and his work of salvation, learning
new songs that stick in your head for weeks, making take-home crafts that serve as reminders of each day’s lessons,
games and activities that engage our bodies and build our teamwork skills, and snack time for refreshment. This
year’s VBS is June 17 through June 21 and the theme is Miraculous Mission—Jesus Saves the World! Registration
is now open in the church and school offices.
Church Library—Did you know that we still have one of these?? Public libraries are a great resource for books on
a variety of subjects. However, they do not tend to be as strong when it comes to growing in the Christian faith,
especially in the way mentioned above. Our church’s library has available to you many great resources on solid,
Lutheran teaching. Our library has books ranging from Luther’s own writings to books on how to defend the
Christian faith to books on important subjects of our faith, such as Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. The library is
available in the conference room adjoining the church office. Comfortable seating has been made available for your
enjoyment, along with a large work area for further study. A binder is available in the church library to indicate any
books you may wish to “check-out” and enjoy at home. Come by and take a look!
F.Y.E. (For Your Edification)—Located next to my office door in the church hallway is a collection of pamphlets
and interesting finds that I will make available to our congregation for lighter consumption. Check back regularly for
continual changes and new additions!
Further Recommendations—For more technology-based options for learning, consider listening to Issues, Etc. or
watching Lutheran Satire and Worldview Everlasting videos on YouTube.
Issues, Etc. is a radio program hosted by LCMS pastor, Rev. Todd Wilken. Each day he includes guest
speakers who are pastors, theologians, professors, and scholars on various theological subjects including
justification, grace, the cross of Christ, forgiveness, the Law, church and state relationships, Baptism, the
Lord’s Supper, and much more. Issuesetc.org is the website where the show can be heard live or archived
shows can be enjoyed at your convenience. Also, the Issues, Etc. app is available for free in the Google Play
store and the Apple store.

Lutheran Satire is a collection of videos produced and directed by LCMS pastor, Rev. Hans Fiene. The
tagline for the show is “Teaching the Faith by Making Fun of Stuff.” Most are animated in some fashion and
reveal the inadequacies and inaccuracies of many common Christian ideas and uses the Bible to support the
correct view of these subjects.
Worldview Everlasting is a compilation of videos produced by LCMS pastor, Rev. Jonathan Fisk. It started
as a study tool of the Gospel reading for each Sunday utilizing the original Greek language of the New
Testament. Other concepts worked into the collection including a very-helpful “Ask Da Pastor” section,
along with short videos dealing with timely matters.
It is my prayer that you will take advantage of these opportunities to grow in the Christian faith and, most especially, to join
with (or continue to join with) your brothers and sisters in Christ in receiving the Word and Sacrament of our Lord together.
This is what it means to be the Church, to be the people of God together in one place, gathered around the Means of Grace,
Christ’s gifts to his Church.
The Lord give you safety in your travels these summer months and many blessings as you receive his gifts, study his Word,
and grow together with your family of Christ, the communion of saints at St. John!
In Christ’s service, Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: the family of Bud at his death April 12th, Linda and family at the death of her mother
Hospitalized: Charles

Following Surgery: Lou Ann, Nicholas, Norma, Butch, Eunice
For Healing and Recovery: Merv, Joan-mother of Bill, Kent, Tim, Judy-mother of Rochelle, Phil-friend of Jan, Gus, Rebecca daughter of Marvin & Esther, Herbert, Roy-father of Anne, Michael, Joe, Judy-sister of Larry, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Lois, Ellie,
Todd -grandson of Harold, John, Tom
For Successful Treatments: Linda, Phillip-son in law of Steve & Pam, Phyllis, Roxy, Todd -husband of Kim, Dan -father of
Beth , Philip-son of Starley, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy, Shawn-sister of Maxine
For our Military: Joshua, Nick, Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor
Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Men's Prayer Breakfast

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT – Families with children of all ages are invited to join

The men of the congregation are invited the second
Thursday of each month to
Original Pancake House for
food, fellowship, devotion
and prayers led by Pastor
Caithamer. Please join us
this month on
Thursday,
May 9th, at
7:00am.

us on Friday, May 3rd, for Faith & Family Night. We’ll meet in the fellowship hall
and have dinner together, do a family-based devotion that can be taken and
replicated in your own family devotions at home, and play some games for the
whole family to enjoy. The times are 5:30-7:00pm, but feel free to come late or
leave early if necessary. Sign-up sheets are available by both the fellowship
hall or you can e-mail Cindy. We hope to see you there!

Plans for numerous upcoming events at St. John are
scheduled for both summer and fall. One activity
is a combined Stewardship/Fellowship Sunday on
July 28th. A guest speaker is planned for both
services followed by a potluck dinner including
home-made ice cream. The voter’s meeting will
conclude the afternoon. Everyone is invited for an
expected good day. Watch for further details in
upcoming newsletters and bulletins.
Dan Berg—Stewardship Chairman

Organ Concert by
Keith Williams
St. John Lutheran Church
Sunday, June 9 @ 4:00pm
Trinity Rummage Sale
May 2-4
Thu/Fri 8-4
Sat 8-12 w/bag sale
Trinity Lutheran Church
Urbana, Illinois

E.A.T. @
The May E.A.T. night will be at Culver’s on South Neil St. on Monday, May 13,
5-8pm! Culver’s is giving back 20% of our purchases! No flyer is needed –
spread the word to your friends and family! We will be providing Food
Runners. Come out and see who will be delivering your food!

E.A.T. Night Summary 2018-2019
This year we have eaten at Potbelly’s, Old Chicago, Portillo’s, El Toro, Culver’s, Jupiter’s,
Panera, Monical’s, Hickory River and Texas Roadhouse.
The school has earned over $2500!
Thank you for your supporting and generosity.

St. John Lutheran Church
Vacation Bible School 2019
June 17-21, 9:00-11:30am
Lift off with
Miraculous Mission:
Jesus Saves the World
In this big vast, amazing universe, we sometimes
feel small and on our own. Yet God loves us each
so much he sent Jesus, His Son, to be our Savior.
Join us to explore God’s miraculous mission, as we
learn about His plan of salvation, from creation to
the cross. We have lift off! Registration is open for
children 3 years old to completed 5th grade. Come
along with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts,
eat yummy snacks, play awesome games, and
more. Can’t wait to see you there!
To register, register online at www.vbsmate.com/
stjohnchampaign
Email if you have any questions.
Be a part of Miraculous Mission VBS! Youth
(completed 6th -12th grade) and adult volunteers
are needed! If you can help full or part time, we
have many ways to be involved to suit your schedule and interests. A sign-up sheet is posted by the
Fellowship Hall. Email if you have any questions. Also watch on the bulletin board in the coming weeks for ways you can donate supplies to
make our VBS a success.

Ram Rebate Gift Cards
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and
restaurants through Ram Rebate and a percentage
will go towards your tuition or a school or church
account of your choice. Stop by the school office
or visit www.shopwithscrip.com or
www.myscripwallet.com for details.
In Stock cards are available during
school office hours.
May Order Dates:
Orders Due: Monday, May 6 & 20
Pick-up on Friday of the week

SUPPORT CAMP CILCA by going to
Blaze Pizza on Friday, May 10th,
between 4 and 9pm. Bring in the
flyer on the narthex table and Blaze
will donate 20 % of your total to the Camp.
2506 N. Prospect Ave., Champaign

Senior Women's Luncheon-first Thursday of

each month at 12:30pm at Arby's on Springfield
Avenue. Widow's Group has decided to open up our
monthly luncheon to any senior women in the church
who would like to attend. It's just a social
gathering. Feel free to join us.

Mary Martha Society will be having its annual

coffee on Wednesday, May 8th from 9:00-10:30am in
the Fellowship Hall. All are invited to attend for coffee and rolls.

A Message from the Youth Board

THANK YOU!!! We would like to thank the
congregation for your outstanding support and
generosity this year. The Youth host several servant
events throughout the year: Advent Dinners, Lenten
Dinners, Garage Sale and Easter Breakfast. These
events would not be possible without help from you
(for example: donating food and attending the
dinners, donating and organizing items for the
garage sale and working during the sale, donating
breakfast food, helping with the set-up, cooking and
clean-up for the Easter breakfast.) We are grateful
for the support, care, and example this congregation shows for the youth of St. John Lutheran
Church!

Before you start your spring
planting, purchase $10
Prairie Gardens Gift Cards
sold by PTF. PTF gets 20%
from each card sold. Gift
cards may be used on any purchase at Prairie Gardens. The cards do not expire and will carry a balance if you spend less than $10. The money earned
from this fundraiser goes towards items that the
teachers or school need to purchase, family fun
events throughout the school year,
and special requests from the teachers for
classroom items.
Gift cards are available now in the school office!

The Great Central IL
Campout
Memorial Day Weekend
May 24-27, 2019
More information on the Narthex Table.

1ST ANNUAL ST. JOHN
CRAFT FAIR

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 19

More information about reserving booth space and
other details coming soon.
Contact the school office with any questions.

SPRING CONCERT
Tuesday, May 14th, 6:30 pm.
Performances include 2nd-3rd and 4th-5th grade
Recorders, 4th-5th grade Band, 4th-8th grade Choir and
Middle School Band.
Invite your family and friends to come and hear how
musically talented our St. John students are!

We are looking forward to
recognizing our graduating
class of eighth graders! All
are welcome to attend our
graduation service.

LWML Please join us Monday May 20, 6:30pm, in the
TRACK & FIELD MEETS
Monday, May 4 – CID Meet, 9:30am
Saturday, May 5 – CID Track Meet, 9:30am
Saturday, May 11 – Last Chance Meet
(State Qualifiers Only), 9am
Saturday, May 18 – LSA State Track Meet, All Day
Sunday, May 19 – LSA State Track Meet, All Day

Our Little Lamb Preschool students will be having
a promotion ceremony on Wednesday, May 22 nd
at 10:30am in the gym. Families are welcome to
come celebrate our preschoolers who will be moving on to kindergarten and to PS4 class next
school year! There will be a reception immediately
following the ceremony.

Fellowship Hall for devotions, fellowship, installation of
officers (President, Vice President, Treasurer and Human
Care) and slides and report of the LWML CID Convention.
All Women of the congregation are LWML members and
welcome to join in “Serving the Lord with Gladness”. Information contact Linda Thiele 217-714-1221.
FRIDAY, MAY 3
11am-2pm

competition.

Our 2ND-5TH grade students will host students from St. John’s-Buckley and
Danville Lutheran for lunch and a fun day
of games and friendly

TORCH PASSING CEREMONY

Our Kindergarten/1st Grade Torch Passing
Ceremony will take place on Tuesday, May
21st at 6:30pm in the Gym. This is a special
time when our first grade students pass the
“torch” of leadership to the current kindergarten class. We invite families to attend this
special school ceremony!

Immediately following chapel on the last day of school, we will have our final awards ceremony of the school year.
Everyone is invited to attend both chapel and the awards
ceremony!

Music Notes
Adult Choirs schedule for May
Sunday, April 28
Sunday, May 5

8:00 Instrumentalists
8:00 Alleluia Ringers

Sunday, May 12

8:00? Mixed Choir

Sunday, May 19

8:00 Men’s Choir

Sunday, May 26

8:00 Lois, violin
10:45 Mixed Choir

Thursday, May 30

7:15 Men’s Choir (Ascension) – 6:00 rehearsal

Sunday, June 2

10:45 Men’s Choir

Sunday, June 9

8:00 Alleluia Ringers (+10:45 Prelude)
10:45 Mixed Choir

Rehearsal notesThere will be three more handbell rehearsals on Wednesdays, May 1, May 29 and June 5.
Men’s and Mixed Choirs will gather on Sunday mornings before singing (7:20 am for 8:00 service,
and 10:00 for 10:45 service.) Men’s Choir will rehearse at 6:00 pm on Thursday, May 30, before singing for
the 7:15 pm Ascension service that evening. Mixed Choir will rehearse at 6 pm Thursday, June 6 before
singing for the final time on June 9.
Organ update- As many of you heard on Easter Sunday, and all of you will I hope continue to enjoy for many
years to come, our pipe organ has returned to service with both new and improved stops. I invite you to
come up to the balcony to see what has been added, and where it has been fit into the available space.
There are new sounds, both soft and loud, which will enhance our worshipful music making.
Over the coming weeks, I will be demonstrating the new sounds during our Preludes and Postludes, with
announcements in the weekly bulletin providing more details.
I will be playing a special organ rededication concert on Sunday, June 9 at 4:00 pm. I hope you will come
and bring a friend or two!
I am profoundly grateful to everyone who has helped make this possible!
Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith

Mission Statement:
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

Rachel, Anne
Ezekiel, Jim, Jayden, Tori
Jim, Daniel
Olivia
Rhonda, Rebecca, Laura, Rex, Stephanie
David
Leona, Cameron
Brenda, Raine, Joel, Alvin
Spencer, Kristina
Don
Bruce, Jim
Makayla, Sherry, Steve, Kate
Brendan, T.J., Elizabeth, Joshua, Connor,
Addison, Pryce
Debbie, JoAnne, Marshall, Will, Linda, Jeremy,
Jeff
Kayla, John, Zach
Lauren, Stephanie
Nathaniel, Jean
Nina
Penny, Chad
Linda, Jodie, Roger, Kyle

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Elise, Olivia, Erin
John, Sr., Hope
Isaac, Jackson, Silas
Nancee
Addison, Gracelyn, Gramercy, Jacob
Vanessa, Allison, Leah, Chuck
Janell
Peter, Mazie, Andrew
Katie, Joyce

MAY ANNIVERSARIES
2.
3.
4.
5.
7.
9.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Dennis & Linda (51)
Chad & Staci (5)
Jeremy & Angi (23)
Larry & Jeanine (40); Rod & Sheryl (31); Gary & Maura
(18)
Bill & Kathy (36)
Andrew & Jennifer (10); Gilbert & Cynthia (60)
Bret & Kara (11); Larry & Terry (39)
Jim & Dee (17)
Will & Hannah (1)
Randy & Sara (24); Don & Shirley (52); Mike & Lori
(31)
Dan & Timmie (25); David & Jodie (42)
Chris & Julia (44)
Dan & Julie (34)
Bradley & Lauren (7); Jake & Hannah (1)
Walt & Nina (30); Kevin & Lisa (13)
Larry & Vicky (36)
Kurt & Satomi (21);
Dan & Joan (37)

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES FOR
APRIL
Sundays
Apr 7
Palm Sunday
Apr 14
Easter
Apr 21
Apr 28

6:00 8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm
153 140

139

129

175 153

151

71

112 348 244
178 142

175
122

110
92

Wednesdays
Apr 3
Apr 10
Apr 24
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday

3:30 Comm
86
103

58
67

7:15 Comm
30
29
19

27
25
17

186 160
207

2019
Sun

Mon

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 12th & 26th
at 2:30pm

These are written so that you may believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name. John 20:30

Tue

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off: Fridays

School Office
359-1714

Wed

Thu

Fri

1

2

3

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Senior
Women’s Lunch

5:30 Faith & Family
Night

9

10

5 3rd Sunday of Easter

6

7

8

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
(w/Confirmation)

9:15 MOPS

6:00 Fellowship Board,
Trustees
6:30 School Board

8:05 Chapel
9:00 Mary Martha
Coffee
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
10:00 Evangelism

Sat
4

11

Blaze Pizza from 4-9
to support Camp
CILCA

CID Pastor’s Spring Conference

12 4th Sunday of Easter

13

14

15

16

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
Mother’s Day

9:15 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board

1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders
6:30 Spring Concert

8:05 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

3:30 PTF Meeting
5:30 Athletic Award
Ceremony

19 5th Sunday of Easter 20

21

22

23 No School

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council
6:30 K/1st Grade
Torch Passing

10:30 LL Promotion
7:15 Holy Communion

26 6th Sunday of Easter 27 Memorial Day

28

29

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

6:00 Handbells

E.A.T. @ Culvers
5-8pm

6:30 LWML
Newsletter Deadline

Church & School
Closed

17

18

24

25

Last Day of School
8:05 Chapel
6:30 8th Grade
Graduation

30 Ascension
31
6:00 Men’s Choir
7:15 Holy Communion

