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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father through Jesus Christ our Lord.  It is my prayer that all of you 
continue to manage well through this health crisis.  If any of you have needs that the congregation of St. 
John may be able to fulfill, please let me know. 

You have likely heard this phrase thrown about: “the new normal.”  It is in reference to our current state of 
affairs, that of sheltering-in-place, social distancing, and small group gatherings of ten people or less.  Is 
this “the new normal”?  Could life really keep going on like this indefinitely?  It did not after such  
disasters as the Spanish flu, the Polio outbreak, and the Swine flu pandemic.  It likely will not after this, 
either, especially for the Church. 

Rather than refer to these current changes as “the new normal,” it is better stated that this is “the  
temporary normal.”  It will take some time to revert back to the older ways.  Some will do so more quickly 
than others.  And that is okay.  In such circumstances we have had to make use of “virtual” gatherings, 
such as for worship and meetings.  They have almost become a necessity.  But they can never replace the 
real experience.  Nor should they.  Some Christians have argued that the body of Christ exists across time 
and space and together always in a virtual way.  While there is truth in this, such a “virtual” experience is 
still only “virtual.”  It is not a complete and permanent substitute for the original.  And the virtual only 
keeps us longing for the authentic. 

God has created us to be social creatures.  “It is not good for man to be alone” (Genesis 2).  Yes, there are 
varying levels of these interactions, but we are all made to need others.  Care and interaction can certainly 
take place from afar, but only for so long.  Being within close proximity to one another again is something 
that all of us needs, whether we think so or not.  While we as a people may have never experienced such a 
situation as this before, this is not the first time illness and destruction has torn through the world.  And 
each time, God permits and blesses the rebuilding and rejoining of groups that are gathered together. 

And, quite usually, leading the way is the Church.  Tracking back through the Scriptures, it is clear that 
the people of God gathered together, in close proximity to each other.  Hundreds of thousands surged  
together out of Egypt after finally being set free.  At the celebration of every major feast, the Israelite  
people came in and out of the tabernacle to offer their sacrifices and to celebrate their bonds as the people 
of God.  When the temple was constructed in Jerusalem, thousands of people would fill the temple and its 
courts three times every year at least to bring their offerings to the Lord and hear his Word proclaimed. 

Crowds gathered around John the Baptizer at the Jordan River (Matthew 3:5; Mark 1:5).  Over five  
thousand people gathered close enough to Jesus to hear him speak before he fed them all with five loaves 
of bread and two fish, distributed by twelve disciples who traveled in close proximity to the groups  
gathered closely together as they sat upon the ground (Matthew 14:21; Mark 6:44; Luke 9:14; John 6:10).  
Throngs of people surrounded Jesus as he rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday (Matthew 21:8–9; Luke 
19:37; John 12:17–19). 

And following Jesus’ resurrection, after the Holy Spirit had been sent upon the disciples of Jesus, Peter 
stood up and preached to the crowds gathered for the Jewish harvest festival (Acts 2:14–36).  After his 
words of Law and Gospel, condemning the people for their crucifixion of Jesus and instructing them that 
repentance and Baptism was the remedy for their guilt, about three thousand were added to their number 
that day (Acts 2:41).  And they, being those who were baptized and were now Christians, devoted  
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers (Acts 
2:42).  Here, we are shown a picture of the body of Christ.  Here, we see them gathered together as the 
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For Peace and Comfort: The family of Betty at her death, 
Doug & Lynn at the death of Lynn’s father Stan , Richard and 
Judy and family at the death of daughter Shelli 

Following Surgery:  Jan 

For Healing and Recovery:  Deb -sister of Pam , Cookie , 
Dave, Chris, Jim, John, Opal, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & 
Joanie, Maria, Merv, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Jessica -
granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Jacob -great grandson of Bob & 
Joan, Joan-mother of Bill, Judy -mother of Rochelle, Rebecca -
daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father of Anne, Dan-brother 
of Bonnie, Todd-grandson of Harold  

For Peace, Hope and Comfort:  Philip-son of Starley, 

For Successful Treatments:  Earl, Jayne, Linda, Roxy, 
Jeanette, Joan, Nancy  

For our Military:  Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Zachary, Tay-
lor, Andy, Brandon, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson  

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana 
Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pas-
tor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Lat-

via, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Ja-
maica 

Let Us Pray 

“fellowship.”  Were they still the body of Christ when they were not together?  Of course.  But the whole 
point and purpose of a “body” is to be together. 

The Greek word that is translated as “fellowship” is the word “koinonia.”  It is often understood as “life 
together.”  Fellowship, life together, is just that: being together.  Our Lord has certainly supported such 
gatherings and has strongly encouraged it.  He will most certainly bring us again to the day when we will 
gather together again, without fear and worry, trusting in his gracious hand to guard and protect us as he 
has always done. 

We confess at the end of the Apostles’ Creed that we believe “in the communion of saints.”  Belief is what 
is needed when one cannot see.  And yet, there remains a strong element of the communion of saints that 
is very visible.  We see it when we gather together as a whole body to receive the forgiveness of our sins 
from our Lord in Word and Sacrament.  We experience that fellowship when we grieve together at the  
funerals of loved ones.  We rejoice in fellowship together at the weddings of our children and grandchil-
dren, our nieces and nephews.  All of these things have been put on hold for a while.  Social distancing, 
sheltering in place, and gatherings of ten or less cannot be the new normal for the Church.  We can endure 
it for a little while, but it will be the Church who rejoices most heartily when the new normal ceases to be 
normal at all and we can return to the wondrous fellowship our Lord Jesus has created for us through his 
Means of Grace, a foretaste of the new normal still to come, when we are gathered together around our 
Lord Jesus forevermore. 

We earnestly pray for this: our reunion as the people of God together in his house, and our joining  
together with all the saints and the company of heaven in the new heavens and the new earth, never to 
know such separation again! 

In the joy of Christ’s resurrection, and in the continually renewed hope that we will all join together again 
soon, 

Pastor Caithamer 



VBS this Summer… 
Rainforest Explorers:  
Jesus Leads the Way!!   

Save the dates of Monday, June 22 
through Friday, June 26 from 
9:00am through 11:30am.  Get the 
word out to your kids and grand-
kids and  
neighbors’ kids and all the kids you know!  We  
welcome kids of ages 3 years old through completed 
5th grade.  Other youth and adults are welcome to  
volunteer.  If you would like to help with our VBS, 
please contact Pastor Caithamer.  Sign ups and  
registrations will be available soon!  

New Church Photo Directory Dates: 
We have rescheduled the church photo directory for 
the following dates:  August 4 and 5, 18, 19, and 20 
and 31; September 1. More information will be shared 
in future bulletins and newsletters.  

The Living Alternatives Walk is now virtual so 
we can walk wherever we are and get sponsors by 
May 15. So, it's not too late to register to be a 
walker! We will gather together for a celebration at 
a later date/time to be determined. Here is the link 
to Register, be sure to select St. John Lutheran 
Champaign as your team.  
https://secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/
event/website/home/?e=19917   

You can also make a donation here: https://
secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/event/
website/?m=4855535#1 

Living Alternatives still remains open now to help 
those in need and lead people to Christ! Thank you 
for your continued prayers and support.  

Support the 6th and 7th grade St. John students 
and their trips to Washington, DC by  
purchasing Yankee Candle 
products.  Orders can be 
placed online through July 6. 

Offerings – As you have supported St. John with your 
tithes and offerings before, it is important to continue 
doing so, even now, as you are able.  Your offerings 
can still be brought directly to the church from 10-2 
each day.  An offering plate and box are located on the 
counter in front of you as you enter.  You can also 
mail your offerings to the church, though our treasurer 
reminds us not to send cash.  We are also now able to 
receive contributions to St. John electronically.  Pay-
Pal, Venmo, Google Pay, and Amazon Payments are 
all available.  You do need to have an account with the 
service you choose.  When asked, you can send your 
electronic contributions to contibutions –at-stjohn-
lcms.org.  And of course you can still have your bank 
transfer funds directly to St. John for your offering 
purposes.   

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a 
list of members’ email addresses, and has sent a few 
communications out.  If you are not receiving these 
email communications, please call the church office 
with your email address so we can add you to the list. 

Covid-19 – Due to the ever changing information 
and data for COVID-19, the Governor of Illinois 
has issued a current mandate stating no more than 
10 people should gather at a time. Along with this 
mandate, it is recommended  
everyone practice social distancing and self-
quarantine if possible. To follow guidelines and to 
keep the safety of everyone as a top priority, St. 
John has moved to an online worship for the time 
being. Services will be posted on Facebook, on 
our website (www.stjohn-lcms.org), as well as 
having physical copies of the bulletin and record-
ed service available to pick up on the narthex  
table during church office hours from 10 until 2. 

Holy Communion – Pastor Caithamer will be offering 
Holy Communion during the week on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays, at 10:00am and 2:00pm.  
Please phone or email him if you would like to be in-
cluded.  No more than ten will be communed at one 
time.   

Many heartfelt thanks to all of you who brought 
in lids for the Little Lamb Buddy Bench project.  
The response was overwhelming and very very 
much appreciated!  The lids have been picked up 
and we will let you know when the bench is deliv-
ered.   

https://secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/event/website/home/?e=19917
https://secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/event/website/home/?e=19917
https://secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/event/website/?m=4855535#1
https://secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/event/website/?m=4855535#1
https://secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/event/website/?m=4855535#1


1 Anne  

2 Ezekiel, Jim, Jayden, Tori  

4 Jim, Daniel  

5 Olivia  

6 Rhonda, Rebecca, Laura, Rex, Stephanie  

7 David  

8 Leona, Cameron  

9 Brenda, Raine, Joel, Alvin  

10 Spencer, Kristina  

11 Don  

12 Bruce, Jim  

13 Makayla, Sherry, Steve, Kate  

15 Brendan, T.J., Elizabeth, Joshua, Connor, 

Addison, Pryce  

16 Debbie, JoAnne, Marshall, Will, Linda, Jeremy, 

Jeff, Benjamin  

17 Kayla, Zach 

18 Lauren, Stephanie  

19 Nathaniel, Jean  

20 Nina  

21 Penny, Chad 

22 Linda, Jodie, Roger, Kyle 

23 Elise, Olivia, Erin  

24 John  

25 Isaac, Jackson, Silas 

26 Nancee 

27 Addison, Gracelyn, Gramercy, Jacob 

28 Vanessa, Allison, Leah, Chuck  

29 Janell 

30 Peter, Mazie, Andrew 

31 Katie, Joyce  

2. Dennis & Linda (52)

3. Chad & Staci (6)

5. Larry & Jeanine (41); Rod & Sheryl (32); Gary & Maura (19)

7. Bill & Kathy (37)

8. Gary & Cyntha (60)

9. Andrew & Jennifer(11); Gilbert & Cynthia(61)

17. Bret & Kara(12); Larry & Terry (40)

18. Jim & Dee (18)

19. Will & Hannah (2)

20. Randy & Sara (25); Don & Shirley(53); Mike & Lori (32)

21. Dan & Timmie(26); David & Jodie (43)

24. Chris & Julia (45)

25. Dan & Julie (35)

26. Jake & Hannah (2)

27. Walt & Nina (31); Kevin & Lisa (14)

28. Larry & Vicky (37)

29. Kurt & Satomi (22); Dan & Joan (38)

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 



Mission Statement:  
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,  

centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all. 

Ram Rebate Gift Cards 
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and  
restaurants through Ram Rebate and a  
percentage will go towards your tuition or a 
school or church account of your choice.  Visit 
www.shopwithscrip.com or 
www.myscripwallet.com for details.   In Stock 
cards are available during school office hours.   
Orders will be placed the first Monday of the 
month. 

       May Music Notes     
As of this writing, we are still under the Governor’s “stay at home” order.  Our services continue 
to be recorded for access online. 

Now that we are in Eastertide, we will not be recording a separate Wednesday service for the 
time being.  I will be offering some recorded music each Wednesday as a meditation for you, 
which I hope will provide comfort and support.   Some of this music will be based on hymns, 
and I will provide some background on the hymns.  Some will simply be favorite works, and I 
would be grateful for your suggestions and requests. 

I will continue to record a more extended Prelude for the Sunday morning services as well.  

For the second Sunday after Easter, April 26, I proposed a “Virtual Hymn Sing.”  We received 
and included several request – thank you!  The tunes were listed in the bulletin, and texts and 
additional notes were included on the online link.  I will repeat this for the Sunday, May 10 ser-
vice, is we are still worshipping “together but separately” then. 

It is a privilege to continue to record music and worship services for you during this extraordi-
nary time.  My prayer is that this provides spiritual comfort and support to you all, and keeps us 
connected both to each other and to the Gospel truths we share.    

We certainly will rejoice more fully than ever, when the time comes to return to worshipping 
together in person! 

Soli Deo Gloria, 

Keith 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
http://www.myscripwallet.com/


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Church Office 
359-1123 

School Office 
359-1714 

Pastor Caithamer’s 
day off:  Fridays 

1 2 

3  4th Sunday of Easter

Worship Service Online 

4 5 
6:00 Fellowship Board, 

     Evangelism, 
     Trustees 

6:30 School Board 

6 7 8 9 

10 5th Sunday of Easter

 Worship Service Online 

Mother’s Day 

11 
6:00 Finance Board 

12 
6:00 Elders 

13 14 15 16 

17  6th Sunday of Easter

Worship Service Online     

18 

Newsletter Deadline 

19 
6:00 Council 

20 21 22 23 

24  7th Sunday of Easter

Worship Service Online 

25  Memorial Day

Church & School 
Closed 

26 
6:00 Parish Ed 
7:00 Youth Board 

27  28  Ascension 29 30 

31  Day of Pentecost

Worship Service Online 

2020 
 They devoted themselves to the apostles'  
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers.  Acts 2:42 
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