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Speaking in tongues.  That seems to be what comes 
to mind when most people think of the day of  Pen-
tecost.  Some Christians early in the 20th century 
believed that the first day of Pentecost was a  
prescription for true Christian behavior.  Pentecos-
tals, as they would come to be known, contend that 
true Christians—those baptized by the Holy Spirit—
should be able to speak in tongues.  Sadly, many 
Christians have believed a teaching that is not sup-
ported by the Pentecost account in the second chap-
ter of Acts, or any other part of the Bible (1 Corin-
thians 13:8; and chapter 14, especially verse 19). 
 

On that day, the disciples of Jesus were not  
anticipating anything unusual.  They had gathered 
with their fellow Jews in Jerusalem for the Jewish 
celebration of Pentecost, a feast dedicated to the 
blessings given by God in the fruits of the spring-
time harvest.  While they were together in one place, 
likely the house of the Lord, though it may have 
been a residence, there came from heaven what 
sounded like a mighty, rushing wind.  Think of the 
howling winds that precede a thunderstorm or  
tornado.  The sound was there, though not the wind 
itself, as there were no reports of damage from  
literal winds that would likely cause such a sound. 
 

“Divided tongues as of fire appeared to them and 
rested on each one of them” (Acts 2:3).  This scene 
was unlike anything ever before!  Those who  
witnessed it did their best to describe it, but words 
must certainly fail.  There was no burning from this 
fiery appearance, which may recall to mind Moses 
and the bush that did not burn, though it was on fire, 
with the presence of God being indicated (Exodus 
3:2).  But, similar to the great prophet’s experience 
in Isaiah 6, the appearance of fire can be understood 
as a powerful, cleansing agent.  Instantly, they were 
filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in  
other languages as the Holy Spirit gave them power 
to do. 
 

How many disciples received this gift?  There is no 
clear answer here.  We can be certain that it was at 
the very least the twelve apostles of Jesus.  They 
were among the eyewitnesses of Jesus after his  
resurrection.  They had witnessed his ascension and 
they would be the official leaders of Christ’s Church 
(Acts 1:21–22). 

One of the practices of the Jewish people was to  
exclusively use the Hebrew language to conduct the  
services of the temple, despite the various regions in 
which the Jewish people were living.  Similar  
exclusiveness exists in Islamic thought, that only 
reading the Quran in the original language is  
legitimate.  What happens on that first day of  
Pentecost following Jesus’ resurrection and  
ascension strikes against that very notion of  
isolation. 
 

Bewilderment filled those who were in Jerusalem on 
that day.  Jews from all over the Roman empire, 
who were in Jerusalem for the feast of Pentecost, 
were able to hear the disciples speaking in their  
native languages.  What they were hearing about 
were the mighty works of God, truly the miraculous 
ministry of Jesus Christ, especially his death and 
resurrection. 
 

What happened on that first Pentecost of the  
Christian Church was the fulfillment of Jesus’ words 
to his disciples.  “The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he will teach you 
all things and bring to your remembrance all that I 
have said to you” (John 14:26).  With the reception 
of the Holy Spirit, the disciples of Jesus miraculous-
ly recalled the entirety of Jesus’ ministry, all of his 
teachings and miracles.  They were now thoroughly 
equipped to be the tools of the Holy Spirit to speak 
the Gospel into all the nations.  That was the  
purpose of Pentecost. 
 

From God’s throne on high, he sent his Holy Spirit 
to fulfill his promise through the prophet Joel, as 
Peter himself preached.  “I will pour out my Spirit 
on all flesh.”  The sound of a mighty, rushing wind 
was heard that day, at the same time as the Word of 
God was being proclaimed to the crowds (think also 
of the wind of God’s Word that brought life to the 
valley of dry bones in Ezekiel 37).  Jesus had 
breathed on his disciples, saying, “Receive the Holy 
Spirit” (John 20:22).  The Holy Spirit works through 
the Word of the Gospel.  “Faith comes from hearing 
and hearing through the Word of Christ” (Romans 
10:17). 
 

The old has passed away and the new has come, and 
all because of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17).  

Mighty Sounds and Tongues as of Fire 
Better Understanding the Holy Day of Pentecost 



 

 
 

 
 
 

Hospitalized:  Gilbert  
 

Upcoming surgery:  Sherry Pettegrew 
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Brian, Cindy, Harold, 
Glen, Lilly, Barbara-family friend of Bob & Joan, 
Taylor, Starley, Mailynn -granddaughter of Rick and 
Rita, Pastor Ehlers, Karla, Aidan, Whitney -wife of 
Ellie’s grandson, Barbara-friend of the congrega-
tion, John, Tom, Hendricks-grandson of Dan & 
Joanie, Maria, Merv, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, 
Jessica-granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Jacob-great 
grandson of Bob & Joan, Judy-mother of Rochelle , 
Rebecca-daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy-father 
of Anne, Dan-brother of Bonnie, Todd-grandson of 
Harold  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

For Successful Treatments:  Luke, 
Kendra (school parent), Cari (school 
parent), Nicole (school parent) Earl, 
Jayne, Linda, Roxy, Jeanette, Joan, 
Nancy  
 

For our Military:  Adam, Joshua, Nick, Zachary, 
Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Ben, Allyson  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo  
Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagas-
car Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus  
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in 
Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission 
in Kingston, Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

The Holy Spirit has come and has testified that Jesus is the Christ.  There is no other Messiah to come.  Jesus is 
it, and he is enough.  The Holy Spirit revels in pointing sinners to Jesus, for Jesus alone has paid for their sin.  
And the Holy Spirit graciously does that work through Christ’s holy, Christian Church here on earth. 
 

Luther describes the Spirit’s work wonderfully in the Third Article of the Creed.  “The Holy Spirit has called 
me by the Gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.  In the same way, he 
calls, gathers, enlightens, and  
sanctifies the whole Christian church on earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.” 
 

Thanks be to God for the gift of the Holy Spirit, who calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies us all, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.  God’s blessings be to you now and forevermore. 
 

In Christ’s love and service, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 

LWML- The Virtual LWML CID Convention Saturday, May 1, 
2021, will be shown in the Fellowship Hall on screen. The Convention 
starts at 9:30am. to approximately noon. Bible Study, LWML Presi-
dent Debbie Larson Greetings from National, Mission Grant Speakers, 
Rev. Rudy & Dorothy Schaser, Mission Grants/Goals for 2021-2022 
and more.   We are collecting items for the Orphan Grain Train for the 
Gifts of the Heart Convention Ingathering for the LWML CID  
Convention. Put items in the box in the coat room on or before May 
1st. Orphan Grain Train needs list (items only not in kits):  School 
Kits: backpack, 2 spiral notebooks, 2 pencils, 2 pens, 10 sheets of  
construction paper, 24 pkg crayons, 1 Ruler, 2 Glue sticks, Scissors,  
8-10 Washable markers, Hygiene Kits: 1 bath towel, 1 wash Cloth,  
1 bath sized soap, 1 toothbrush, 1 sturdy comb, Clothing: Gently used/
new infant, children, men, women (Pillowcase dresses would be 
great).  All LWML members-all women of St. John are welcome to 
attend. For information contact Linda. 

Congratulations 
St. John 8th Grade  

Class of 2021 
Graduation Ceremony 

Friday, May 21, 2021, 6:30pm 
St. John Lutheran Church 

Reception for graduates and their families 
following the ceremony in the 

Fellowship Hall 

The Fellowship Committee will meet 5:15pm 
on the first Tuesday of each Month.   



School Summer Program 2021 

June 7-July 30 

 (Sign up by the week) 

 Open to Little Lamb through 5th grade students 

  **must be enrolled in Little Lamb or St. John for 2020- 
      2021 or 2021-2022 school year 

Choose 3 Day (M/W/F) or 5 Day 

Half Day  (7:30-11:30) or Full Day (7:30-3:15) 

After Care available ‘til 5:30 for additional fee. 

More information and Registration Forms 

available in the school office 

Enrollment for the 2021-2022  
school year has begun! 

 

St. John Lutheran School and Little Lamb  
Preschool offer a Christ-centered education 

for students age three through eighth grade. Our caring, skilled 
teachers use a variety of strategies a to engage students’ 

minds in a safe learning environment, with the focus on teach-
ing every subject with a Biblical worldview.  Little Lamb  

Preschool offers morning and full day classes.  Two-day  
(T/TH), three-day (M/W/F), and five-day options are available.  

Tell everyone about our wonderful school!  For more  
information, contact the school office at (217) 359-1714. 

Ram Rebate Gift Cards 

Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and restaurants 
through Ram Rebate and a percentage will go towards 

your tuition or a church account of your choice.  In Stock 
cards are available during school office hours.  Orders will 

be placed the first of the month.  Pick-up on physical cards 

in 5-7 days. 
  

 

Discover your earning potential with  

new mobile app 

 *Earn Every Day: Easy access means you can order when-

ever and wherever it’s most convenient for you 

*Everything in one place: You can manage your eGift cards 
and reloads for simple redemption online and in stores.  Stop 

by the school office or visit www.shopwithscrip.com 

SECOND SEMESTER CHAPEL OFFERINGS  
will go toward the CID Campus Minis-

tries. We believe it is very important to 
provide spiritual care for students in college. All universities 
and colleges in our Central Illinois District have a volunteer 
contact campus pastor from a nearby LCMS congregation.  
Four state universities (UI, ISU, EIU, & WIU) have a special 

facility and a full-time campus ministry for our students and 
others (including inter-national students). These campus  

ministries provide important spiritual care at a very  
important time in the life of our young people.  Many of our 

St. John Alumni are active in campus ministries.   
 

 

Chapel Offering for the 1st  Wednesday of each month 
will be food items for the St. John Food Pantry. 

VBS VOLUNTEERS 
 

We will be having a VBS planning meeting on May 15 at 9:00am in 
the Fellowship Hall.  We will be finalizing plans and seeing what 
still needs to be ordered.  If you are unable to make the meeting 
and are willing to help, please contact me, also be on the look out 
for more information in the bulletins to come.  If you have any 
questions or need more information, please contact Sara McPike 
at saraj@n9cqs.com.  
 

Volunteers make our VBS a success!  Youth (completed 6th grade 
- 12th grade) and adult volunteers are needed.  If you can help full 
or part time, we have many ways to be involved to suit your 
schedule needs or interests.  A sign-up sheet is posted by the Fel-
lowship Hall.   Email vbs@stjohnls.com if you have any ques-
tions.  Also, if you do not feel comfortable volunteering in person 
while VBS is going on, but would still like to help, keep on the look-
out for ways you can donate items or supplies that we may need. 

 
 
 

 

There are several items that our teachers, students and school 
would benefit from:  

• Interactive Projectors (*w/wall mounts and  
 accessories)  

• New Flooring in 2/3 and 4/5 Classrooms  

• Chromebooks       

• Outdoor Pavilion 30’x50’      

• Desktop Computers for School Office    

• Star 360 Assessment Program 
Please see the bulletin board by the Fellowship Hall for more  
details and estimated costs and consider making a  donation  
towards one of the items.  If your donation goes in the offering 
plate, the donation remains anonymous.  If your donation is turned 
into the school office, we can thank you for your generosity.  All 
donations will be included on your Contribution Statement. 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2021 
God’s Wonder Lab - June 21-25, 9-11:30am 

 A science lab conducts experiments that explain how things are 
possible.  In Jesus’ ministry, He did things that are impossible.  His 
greatest miracle of all was dying on the cross and  
rising from the dead for our salvation.  At God’s Wonder Lab, dis-
cover that Jesus does the impossible for us.  This year,  
registration will be prioritized and opened in phases.    St. John 
Lutheran Church and School families will be given priority until 
May 7.  Register early to reserve your spot.   Registration is open 
for children 3 years old (and potty trained) to completed 5th grade. 
Come along with us as we sing fun songs, do crazy crafts, eat 
yummy snacks, play awesome games, and more. At this time, 
masks will be optional for all participants.  Cannot wait to see you 
there!  Register online at www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign.   E
-mail vbs - at - stjohnls.com, if you have any questions. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
mailto:saraj@n9cqs.com
mailto:vbs@stjohnls.com
http://www.vbsmate.com/stjohnchampaign
mailto:vbs@stjohnls.com


      May Music Notes      
We are in the midst of Spring (although in the past week we have experienced four seasons worth of weather –  
typical here in Central Illinois!)  We are in the middle of Eastertide (although every Sunday is of course a celebration 
of Easter.) 
 
In the course of May we will celebrate Christ’s Ascension at 7:15 pm on Thursday May 13.  There are great hymns to 
be sung on this Festival, and also I will be playing two of may favorite French pieces for the occasion – “On the  
evening of Christ’s Ascension” by Dom Paul Benoit, and “Prayer of Christ ascending to His Father” by Olivier  
Messaien.  Both of these pieces are truly mystical and spiritual, and I hope you will listen and enjoy (they will also be 
recorded for the online service.) 
  
We will also of course be observing both Penetcost and Trinity Sunday – a true “triple treat” this May.  It isn’t often 
that all three major days in the church calendar occur in the same month. Pentecost provides the occasion for me to 
include one of my favorite major Bach chorale preludes- his setting of Komm, heiliger Geist- Come, Holy Ghost, God 
and Lord  (LSB 497.)  Although we don’t always sing it, the words of LSB 501 “Come Down, O Love Divine,” which is 
a translation of a 14

th
 century text, have always held special meaning for me (and I hope for you as well): 

    Come down, o love divine, seek Thou this soul of mine, 
   And visit it with Thine own ardor glowing. 
   O Comforter, draw near, within my heart appear, 
   And kindle it, Thy holy flame bestowing. 
Our LSB includes a stanza that is not always included but is worth knowing: 
   Let holy charity mine outward vestment be 
   And lowliness become mine inner clothing- 
   True lowliness of heart, which takes the humbler part, 
   And o’er its own shortcomings weeps with loathing. 
And the hymn concludes with these powerful, prayerful sentiments: 
   And so the yearning strong, with which the soul will long, 
   Shall far outpass the power of human telling; 
   No soul can guess His grace ‘til it become the place 
   Wherin the Holy Spirit makes His dwelling. 
 
The Alleluia Ringers have returned to rehearsing on at 6:00 pm in the church balcony.  Rehearsals in May will take 
place as follows:  Wednesdays May 5, May 19, & May 26; Thursday May 13. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria! 
Keith 

Mission Statement 
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word, centered on 

Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.   

Mother's Day Breakfast 
Saturday, May 8, 7-10am, St. John's  
Lutheran, Bath (13961 CR 1100 N, Bath 
62617). You are invited to take your 
mom out for breakfast and enjoy a menu 
of biscuits and gravy, corned beef and 
hash, ham, scrambled eggs and assorted 
homemade pastries all for a donation of 
your choice. Funds raised will go toward 
the support of mission work among the 
Latino population through St. John's  
Lutheran of Beardstown and the Central 
Illinois District of the LCMS. If you 
have questions, please contact Rev. 
Lesemann. 

 The Great Central Ill. Campout: May 28-31  
Pitch your tent with others from across Central 
Illinois for a weekend of swimming, fishing, 
canoe rides, disc golf, squishy-ball, campfire 
devotions, Christian fellowship, and delicious 
pulled pork sandwiches at the Sunday Hog 
Roast. Contact the camp office today to re-
serve a spot in the campground, a cabin, or a 
hotel room in the CGC.  
 

Sunday Schedule:  
10:30am ~ Matins at the Outdoor Chapel  
11:15 ~ Dedication of Dining Hall  
11:30-2:00 ~  
 

Hog Roast (Adults, $8; Children, $5)  
1-4pm ~ Beach open (weather permitting)  

HELP NEEDED!  
 

Camp CILCA is seeking 
to fill the position of  
Assistant Cook: $14/hr, 
part-time. For more  
information contact the 
camp office today!  
Camp CILCA needs one 
more full-time male  
counselor for the  
summer. If you know a 
well-catechized,  
college-age man,  
encourage him to  
contact the camp office 
and talk to Pastor Theilen.  



1 Sadie, Anne  
2 Ezekiel, Jim, Jayden, Tori  
4 Jim, Daniel  
5 Olivia  
6 Rhonda, Rebecca, Laura, Rex, Stephanie  
7 David  
8 Leona, Cameron  
9 Brenda, Raine, Joel, Alvin  
10 Spencer, Kristina  
11 Don, Nick  
12 Bruce, Jim  
13 Makayla, Sherry, Steve, Kate  
15 Brendan, T.J., Elizabeth, Joshua, Connor, 

Addison, Pryce  
16 Debbie, JoAnne, Marshall, Will, Linda, Jeremy, 

Benjamin  
17 Kayla, Zach  
18 Lauren, Stephanie 
19 Jean 
20 Nina  
21 Penny, Chad  
22 Linda, Jodie, Roger, Kyle 
23 Elise, Olivia, Erin  
24 John 
25 Isaac, Jackson, Silas  

26 Nancee  
27 Addison, Gracelyn, Gramercy, Jacob  
28 Vanessa, Allison, Leah, Chuck  
29 Janell  
30 Peter, Mazie, Andrew  
31 Katie, Joyce  

2. Dennis & Linda (53) 

5. Larry & Jeanine (42); Rod & Sheryl (33); Gary & Maura (20) 

7. Bill & Kathy (38) 

8. Gary & Cyntha (61) 

9. Andrew & Jennifer (12); Gilbert & Cynthia (62) 

17. Bret & Kara(13); Larry & Terry (41) 

18. Jim & Dee (19) 

19. Will & Hannah (3) 

20. Randy & Sara (26); Don & Shirley (54); Mike & Lori (33) 

21. Dan & Timmie (27); David & Jodie (44) 

24. Chris & Julia (46) 

25. Dan & Julie (36) 

26. Jake & Hannah (3) 

27. Kevin & Lisa (15) 

28. Larry & Vicky (38) 

29. Kurt & Satomi (23); Dan & Joan (39) 

 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

MAY ANNIVERSARIES 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Church Office  
359-1123 

 

School Office  
359-1714 

 
 

Pastor Caithamer’s  
day off:  Fridays 

 
 

  
   

 
 

1 
9:30 LWML  
        Virtual  

2  5th Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 New Member  
          Reception, Adult  
          Bible Class,          
          Sunday School 

3 
 

4 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:15 Fellowship Board 
  6:00 Evangelism,  
          Trustees 
  6:30 School Board 

5 
8:20 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 
   

6   

 
   

 

 

7 
 
 
 

8 
10:00 LL/K/1st Gr  
          Meet and 
          Greet 

9 6th Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

10 
6:00 Finance Board 

 

11 
6:00 Elders 

 

12 
  8:20 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:45 Midweek School 
   

13  Ascension 
 

7:00 Men’s Prayer  
         Breakfast 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

14 15 
9:00 VBS Meeting 
 

16  7th Sunday of Easter 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

17 
 
 

18 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Council 
 

19 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 
 

20  No School 

 
 

21 Last Day of School 

 

8:20 Chapel 
6:30 8th Grade  
        Graduation 

22 
 

23  Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

24   
 

Newsletter Deadline 

25 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  7:00 Youth Board 
 

26 

6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 
 

 

 27   

 
 
 

 

28 29 

30  Holy Trinity 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

31  Memorial Day 

 
Church & School 

Closed 

     

2021 
And they devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers.  Acts 2:42 
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