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 A person who is pious is a person who seeks to live 
faithfully and fully in line with his or her own deeply held 
beliefs.   Piety inspires zeal.  While Christians don't agree 
with the teachings of the Jehovah Witnesses or the Mor-
mons, we can admire their zeal for their convictions.   For 
they are dedicated to share their faith, even though what 
they believe in is misguided.  Sadly, too many Christians 
seem to be lacking a similar zeal for the true faith.  Instead 
of being zealous, today's Christians are often lazy about 
learning the Bible and lax in their willingness to share their 
Christian beliefs with others. True piety among Christians is 
not apathy about our faith.  True piety among Christians is 
marked by a sincere faith in Jesus, a strong love for God's 
Word, a devout desire to live a life that pleases God, and a 
joyous attitude about sharing the good news of God's love 
for the world in Christ. 
  

 Not all Christians share the same forms of piety.  For 
example, Pentecostal and Charismatic Christians believe 
that more often than not, God reveals Himself in dramatic, 
exciting, and miraculous ways.  Their piety causes them to 
search for God through emotional experiences and events, 
and in the spiritual highs of worship.  Lutherans recognize 
that at different times and places in human history, God did 
reveal Himself to His people in direct and extraordinary 
ways.  However, Lutheran piety understands that in our 
day God chooses to come to us in more outwardly humble, 
ordinary looking ways.  Just like God appeared in our 
world born as a human child born of a humble young vir-
gin,  so in our piety we have come to understand that God 
comes to us these days in much more humble, ordinary, 
and earthly means.   God comes to us through the Word 
preached,  in the water of Baptism, and in the bread and 
wine of the Lord's Supper.  Without faith this Word sounds 
like any other words;  the water appears to be just plain wa-
ter; and the bread and the wine seem only symbolic of the 
body and blood of Christ. 
  

 And yet our Lutheran piety highly values the Word 
and the Sacraments since God promises to come to us in 
His love and forgiveness in Christ through these.  God had 
an infinite number of choices as to how He would enter our 
hearts and lives today,  and yet God has chosen to encoun-
ter us through the Word and Sacraments.  God makes sav-

ing connections with us through the Word and Sacra-
ments.   Our piety looks to encounter God in the Word 
and Sacraments since this is where God has chosen to 
make saving connections with us.  First and foremost in 
our Lutheran piety, we focus on the redemptive act of the 
Son of God who lived a perfect life in our place, and then 
died and was punished by God for our many imperfections.   
 

 It's true that in the days of the Apostles when the 
church was still in its infancy, God did at that time use su-
pernatural sign gifts as a witness to the spiritual authority 
that Christ had given to His apostles, and to the fact that 
Gentiles too had the Holy Spirit and belonged to the one 
body of Christ.   Yet once the Apostles had written the New 
Testament and the Church had accepted Gentile converts 
as legitimate members of the Church, the sign gifts were 
no longer necessary and they dropped out of existence in 
the church.   These supernatural gifts were no longer part 
of the piety of Christians. It has only been in the last hun-
dred years that some Christians have begun to wrongly in-
sist that these supernatural sign gifts still exist in the 
church, and that these gifts should still be sought after as 
proof of God's presence in our Christian lives. 
 

 I understand the false piety of Pentecostalism and 
of the Charismatic movement because there was a time in 
my life when I dappled in their false form of piety.  I used 
to imagine that if I wanted to become spiritually advanced 
and to excel beyond other Christians that I should be 
searching for God and seeking these supernatural gifts for 
myself.  I was taught by Charismatic friends and Assem-
blies of God family members that I should speak in 
tongues.  For this was the sign they said that could make 
me certain that I was an authentic and Spirit filled Chris-
tian.  I now realize that I was brainwashed into thinking that 
speaking in tongues was that one sign from God that God 
would use to authenticate my faith.  For a brief period I had 
convinced myself that I really could speak in tongues.  How-
ever I always found myself doubting my tongues speaking 
experiences, and this in turn created more serious doubts 
about my relationship to God.  And so instead of tongues-
speaking reassuring me,  ironically it began to create a kind 
of monstrous uncertainty within me.  

 

Towards a Lutheran Piety   
On the Word and the Sacraments 



  I finally reached a crisis in faith when I began to 
have doubts about where I could find God and when I 
could expect to encounter Him.   I remember when a pious 
Lutheran explained to me that I could be sure of finding a 
gracious God who loves me in Christ in what he referred to 
as "the Word and Sacraments".  It would take me a while 
to catch on to what he was telling me, but I would soon 
learn to rely upon "the Word and Sacraments".  The Word 
and Sacraments would become an important part of my 
Lutheran identity and piety.  For I had been searching for 
God in all the wrong places, always uncertain if I had 
found him.  But then I learned that I should not be search-
ing for God anywhere except for in His "Word and Sacra-
ments" and I rejoiced in the comfort that knowing this 
brought me.  I learned from the Bible that Christians have 
always received the divine assurance of God's grace in 
Christ through reading God's Word and by receiving His Sac-
raments.   In Acts 2:42 we read about the church just after 
Pentecost.   And there we are told of the first Christians, 
"And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to the pray-
ers."  To reword it, "Their piety included hearing and stud-
ying the apostolic Word, having unity of faith found only in 
that Word, receiving the Sacrament (what they called the 
breaking of bread) and in worshipping together."  I began 
to see that throughout the New Testament people are al-
ways being directed to the Word and Sacraments, as in Acts 
2:38 where those directly responsible for crucifying the Lord 
are directed to Baptism as the way to be forgiven by Christ. 
 

 This is such an important part of our Lutheran piety,  
to understand that the Word and Sacraments are the way in 
which God wants to give you,  me, and other Christians the 
divine assurance of His grace in Christ.  For although every 
Christian should know that Christ accomplished our for-
giveness two thousand years ago on the cross,  not every 
Christian is nearly as certain about how they are to come 
into personal possession of this blood-bought forgiveness.   
We are so grateful to understand as the Bible teaches that 
God comes to us only and always in "the Word and Sacra-
ments".   In fact, we should be highly suspect of God coming 
to a Christian in any other way, since it would be most unu-
sual in our day for God to come to us in a dream, a vision, or 
in some direct prophecy given to us.   Again, it is so critical 
to maintaining our faith for a Christian to know with cer-
tainty where he or she can find God.  Our Lutheran piety 
directs us to "the Word and Sacraments" because this is 
where God wants us to encounter Him through faith in His 
Son.  Luther went so far as to say that whoever or whatev-
er else claims to be God speaking to us apart from His 
Word and Sacrament is really the devil. 
 

 The Bible teaches that God comes into our lives in a 
gracious way these days through "the Word and Sacra-

ments".  That is, God comes to us in the Word proclaimed,  
in the water poured out upon us,  and in the wine and wa-
fer that we ingest at the altar in order to re-establish a 
good relationship with us.   While we freely admit that 
God could speak to us directly in some supernatural way 
if He wanted to;  God has chosen the humble preaching of 
His Word, and by our being Baptized, and receiving the 
Lord's Supper as the way God extends His grace to us 
through His Son.  The piety of many Christians has caused 
them to throw out the baby with the baptismal water; 
meaning, that the Sacraments are no longer part of the 
piety of many Protestant Christians.  Most Protestants be-
lieve that Luther and the Lutherans after him did not go 
far enough in removing what they consider to be supersti-
tious sacramental Roman Catholic piety. Much Protestant 
piety suggests that the Spirit can forgive, convert, and en-
lighten Christians apart from the Word and Sacraments.   
But Lutheran piety guided by the Bible recognizes that the 
Spirit works forgiveness, life, and salvation in and through 
the Word and Sacraments,  such as when Jesus says, "If 
you remain in my Word, then you are my disciples in-
deed..." 
 

 Many are spiritually offended and "turned off" by 
our Word and Sacrament piety because it looks too plain 
and ordinary for God's purposes.   For in the estimation of 
some, such things are not nearly spiritual enough.  They 
ask why God would use plain words, ordinary water, and 
regular wine to be the way in which God brings Christ and 
His forgiveness into our lives?  But first stop to consider 
that God also used a lowly cattle shed, a humble virgin, 
and a soft cuddly baby to house the Son of God in.  God 
had a reason for appearing so humbly when He entered 
our world.  And God has a reason why He chooses to come 
to us humbly these days in the Word and Sacraments.  For 
God knows that hidden under such simplicity, only true 
faith can see the true majesty of God as He comes to us in 
the Words of the Bible,  in the water of Baptism, and in the 
wine and wafer of the Lord's Supper. 
 

  Our piety focuses on the redemptive act of the cross 
and resurrection.  And in our biblical piety we believe as 
Lutherans that God is constantly bringing the forgiveness 
of the cross and the victory of Christ's own resurrection 
into our lives by means of the Word and Sacraments.  In a 
world that has lost God and has lost its way, it's so com-
forting to be able to direct ourselves and others to the 
Word and Sacraments as that guaranteed place where we 
and they can always find Christ present among us and 
ready to forgive. 
 

 May God give you much hope and comfort in  

             believing,   Pastor Mark Elliott 

  



As the season of Advent begins early next month, I remember fondly my days as a child when my family prepared 
for the celebration of Christmas.  I cannot say that it is so fond for me simply because it was fun, but also because 
it was truly exciting.  Naturally, for children, the time of Christmas is electrifying.  Most every child is filled with en-
ergy as they see the presents under their family Christmas tree.  The celebrations of Christmas at family and church 
gatherings, Christmas caroling and programs, and worship services on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day further 
fuel the buzzing excitement. 
 
As tradition would have it, the Church year calendar has graciously afforded us a solid four weeks of preparation 
for Christmas with the season of Advent.  Appropriately, the word Advent means “to come”, and so is rightly used 
in the Church as the season of preparation for the coming of Christ in the manger and in the clouds on the Last 
Day. 
 
I do not doubt that our families have different ways of celebrating Christmas and different ways of preparing for it.  
But I think there are a few manners of preparation that are common to many of us.  The first would be the use of 
an Advent wreath in the home.  Ours was set up on our dining room table.  Each day during Advent, following our 
evening meal, the family would share a devotion related to the season.  And one of the candles of the Advent 
wreath would be lit (we had three purple candles and one pink candle, and one white candle in the middle).  I can 
remember the excited feeling each week as a new candle was also lit, meaning that we were drawing ever closer 
to the holy day of Christmas.  While I am sure that my young mind was more interested in opening Christmas pre-
sents than in the birth of the Savior of sinners from sin, the importance of the day was not lost on me. 
 
I can also recall two other Advent events used to prepare for, or at least count down to, Christmas:  they were the 
Advent calendar and the chain of construction paper links representing each day left until Christmas hanging on my 
bedroom door.  It was always a treat to open the next window in our Advent calendar and to see the next picture 
of the Christmas story revealed.  And each new day brought another link off of that chain and one day closer to 
Christmas. 
 
These are traditions that I look forward to sharing with my family in the years ahead, Lord willing!  It is my prayer 
that you take time with your families and take time for yourself to prepare this Advent season.  Get excited for the 
Christmas celebration, not so much for the gifts given to you by your family and friends, and not even for the gifts 
you have given to others, but even more so, for the one gift given to you by God Almighty: the gift of his only be-
gotten Son.  Take time to ponder this Advent and Christmas season the magnitude of our Lord Jesus Christ and his 
Incarnation.  The fact that the creator of all things humbled himself to take on the form of the created is mind-
blowing.  In our sins, we certainly do not deserve such an act of love by God.  And yet, because of his great grace 
and mercy, our Lord has joined with us, to bear our sin and be our Savior. 
 
St. John’s theme for the Advent season will be announced soon and along with that a devotional for you and your 
family that will go along with that theme.  It is my hope and prayer that these devotionals and our time here to-
gether at St. John will assist you in your preparations for the great celebration of Christ-
mas, where Emmanuel does indeed come to Israel, and has purchased and won us all 
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, with his holy, precious blood 
and with his innocent suffering and death upon the cross. 
 
The Lord bless you and keep you in the Advent season to come and even forevermore. 
 
Pastor Caithamer 

Advent Is Coming! 
Taking Time to Prepare 



Let Us Pray 

 

For Peace and Comfort:  Doug and Chris and family at 

the death of Chris’s father Carlyle  
 

Following Surgery:  LaVonne  
 

Hospitalized:  Ida , Lavina  
 

Healing and Recovery:   Wendy , Norman , Mel , Duane, Earl , Barbara  
 

For Successful Treatment:  Sue , Anita , Thelma  
 

For Thanksgiving:  the birth of Addelynn René, daughter of Bret & Kara 

and granddaughter of John & Cheryl  
 

Military:  Zachary, Jimmy , Brandon,  

Keidi, Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Kerry 
 

Missionaries:  Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagascar  

Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca  

Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran  

Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted  

in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love  

and share His Gospel with all.  

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the 
second Thursday of each month to Original 
Pancake House for prayers, devotion, food 
and fellowship.  Please join us this month on 
Thursday, November 8th, at 6:30am. 

HOW ABOUT HELPING TO USHER 
The elders would like to encourage more of 
the congregation to help participate with 
the ushering during the worship services.  
Ushering presents an opportunity for most 
members of the congregation to help out in 
some way and to get to know new people.  
As everyone has observed, ushering is not a 
complicated activity BUT a very worthwhile and needed 
one.  It falls upon the elders each Sunday to recruit people 
for this task and remains a weekly problem for the  elder in 
charge who has other duties to look after.   All who are  
interested can contact Jim , Dan , or the church office.      

Peace Lutheran Church of Thomasboro invites you to 

their Annual Chicken Dinner on Sunday, November 

18th, 2012 at the Thomasboro Community Building 

located at 600 Commercial Street.  Serving will be from 

11:00am to 1:30pm.  The menu includes fried chicken, 

au gratin potatoes, green beans, close slaw, rolls, 

homemade desserts and drinks.  Carry out is available.  Suggested donations are 

Adults $10.00, and Children 6-12 $6.00.  5 and under are free.  Proceeds will go 

to Peace Lutheran Youth Group. 

From the Mary Martha Society 
Thanks to everyone who helped make our Bake Sale & 
Bazaar a huge success.  Our November 8 meeting will fea-
ture Mr. Herriott from Columbia Street Roastery.  We will 
learn all about coffee and tea.  Ladies, we’d love for you 
to join us! 

The 8th grade class would like to invite all church 

members and especially all Veterans to our annual Veterans 
Day assembly.  November 9, 2012 at 10:30 am in the school 
gym.  We will be taking time out of our normal class day to 
honor all Veteran service, and showcase our recent trip to 
Gettysburg and Washington, D.C. 

The Fellowship Board would like to 
thank everyone who gave of their 
time, donated items, and for the door 
collection to make the Reformation 
Dinner possible.  We sincerely hope 
you enjoyed the meal and that it  
added something for you to this very  
special occasion. 

LADIES OF THE ALTAR GUILD will be meeting on 

Sunday November 18th, 2012 between services at 9:30am 
in the overflow. New 2013 schedules will be handed out at 
that time. If you are interested in the Altar Guild and would 
like more information about the duties, please contact Jan . 



CHILI SUPPER 
 

Thursday, November 8, 5:00-7:00 

Tickets are $5, $3 for children 5 and under 
 

Are you famous for your chili or do you 

want to be?  Bring in a pot for the Chili 

Contest.  For $1, you can sample all the 

entries and cast your vote for the best chili. 

          
There will be a Dessert Auction.  Donate 

your favorite dessert & bid on another. Indi-

vidual desserts will be available for  

purchase as well. 
 

Join us for great food and fellowship. 
 

(This is a 6th grade fundraiser for their 8th grade 

class trip to Washington, D.C. and Gettysburg.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
November is another busy month at school.  On Friday, November 2, students will 
meet with their chapel families for devotions and to write letters to veterans.  
Mrs. Rohrer will have a “See Me at School Night” for her preschool AM4 class on 
Monday, November 5.  The Veteran’s Day Ceremony that is planned and present-
ed by the eighth grade class is scheduled for 10:30, Friday, November 9, and con-
gregation members are invited to attend.  The seventh and eighth grade classes 
will have their plays “Rapunzel” and “Jack and the Beanstalk” at 6:30 on both 
Thursday, November 15 and Friday, November 16.  The District Bible Bowl is 
scheduled for Saturday, November 17 in Springfield.  Mrs. Lynch’s third grade 
students will invite their families to their Thankfulness Brunch on Wednesday, 
November 21.  Thanksgiving vacation begins with early dismissal at 11:30 on 
Wednesday, November 21.  The building Geography Bee for fifth through eighth 
grade students is at 1:45 on Friday, November 30.  Some of our students in grades 
3, 4, and 5 will be singing "I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day" as a backup choir 
during the concert with Mark Hall of Casting Crowns at the Assembly Hall on Fri-
day, November 30.  
   
Come out and cheer for our basketball teams this season.  The girls’ JV team plays 
St. Thomas Philo at 6:00 on Tuesday, November 6.  The girls play Zion Lincoln on 
Saturday, November 10 with the JV game at 10:00 and the varsity at 11:00.  On 
Monday, November 19 the boys play St. John Mattoon—JV at 5:30 and the varsity 
at 6:30.  The next night, November 20, the girls play Countryside here at 5:30 and 
6:30.  Take this news article to any of the basketball games for free admission and 
a complimentary drink. 

Here’s What is Happening  
at School this Month 

November Events  
  

Sunday, November 4  NYG Meeting for Youth Participants and Leaders 
4:00—5:00 pm                                   We will do team building activity and plan the Drop and Shop. We 

     will meet in the school library. 
 

Fri. – Sat., Nov. 9 - 10  CID Jr. High Lock-in 
 

Sunday, November 11  LYF Fest: Rake n’ Run 
2:00pm-7:00pm   Meet at church and head out in small groups to rake yards.   
     Following raking, we’ll meet for a wiener roast at the Welch’s house.  
                                                                 Watch Sunday Bulletin for More Information. Sign up early on the youth  
                                                                 board so we will know how many drivers we need. 

Advent Dinners 
The youth are again hosting advent dinners between midweek 

services.  All are invited to come eat and enjoy fellowship.  A 
free-will offering will be taken to support our youth Servant 
Event and National Youth Gathering this coming summer.  

Please consider signing up to donate food items.  Thank you!  
 

        Menu and Serving Information: 

 December 5- Chili/ High School  

 December 12-Sloppy Joes and cheesy potatoes/Jr. High 

 December 19-Tacos/High School 

DROP AND SHOP 
 

 The St. John youth who will be attending the Na-
tional Youth gathering next summer would like to 
help you with your holiday shopping. 
 

On Sunday, November 25th you can drop off your 
children (ages 3 years -8th grade) at church for the 
afternoon from 1-5 p.m leaving you time to shop, 
bake, wrap or relax. 
 

Your children will enjoy games, snacks, a movie, 
special Christmas crafts and much more.  Cost is 
$25 for your 1st child, $15 for the 2nd child, and $10 
for the 3rd child.  Whether your child is 3 years old 
or 13 years old we are planning a fun 
afternoon! 
 

Watch the bulletin and Narthex 
table for registration forms begin-
ning Sunday, November 4th. Dead-
line to sign up is Sunday, November 
18th.  If you have questions call Risë  



As requested by the Voters Assembly, here is an update on 2012 offer-
ings received through September 2012. 
 

Envelope Giving for  
Sep 2012 

 

Unified Fund*   
Needed Each Month**: $   119,212.50 
Total Received Sep 2012: $   123,923.05 $      5,117.46 
Env./Plate/S Svc Sep 2012: $     73,267.55 
Tuition Sep 2012: $     50,655.50 
Needed YTD: $1,072,912.50 
Received YTD: $1,008,949.45  -$    63,963.05 
 

Debt Retirement  
Received Sep 2012: $       3,287.00   
Received YTD: $     34,975.05    
 

  * Includes envelopes, plate offering, special services not designated 
for       other purposes and school tuition.  

 

** NOTES:  Needed values are based on 2012 estimated budget  
    Figures, NOT actual expenditures. 
 

2012 Proposed Unified Budget:  $1,430,550.00 

Giving compared to 2011 
                                                                                                               
 Sep   Sep 
 2011                  2012  
Envelopes, Plate, Special Services 
$    58,175.36 $     73,267.55 
 
Tuition    
$    48,563.43 $     50,655.50 
 
Debt Retirement                                              
$      5,049.00 $       3,287.00 
=========== =========== 
$  111,787.79 $   127,210.05 

A NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY 

It is time for a new pictorial directory.  In December, Lifetouch Church Directories 
will be at St. John to take pictures.  Each family photographed will select a pose 
for the directory, and receive:    

 A Free 8 x 10 Portrait or 9 Wallets  

 A Free Church Directory  

 Plus a 20% discount on any portraits purchased in December 
 

You will be able to view your portraits within minutes after having them taken. 
There is NO OBLIGATION; however, you will have the opportunity to order por-
traits.  
 

The sitting is free and the photographer will be glad to take generational and ex-
tended family pictures (e.g. grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, grandchildren) 
along with your individual family pictures.  Your friends and family are welcome to 
participate and will receive the complimentary 8x10, but only St. John members 
will receive the directory.   
 

There are two ways to sign up:  Go online to:    www.stjohn-lcms.org, Click on the 
“Be a part of our family album Portrait Sign-Up” link on the left side of the page; 
OR sign up on Sundays before/after worship services on Nov 4, 11, 18, and 25. 

 

Pictures for the new photo directory will be taken at St. John on: 
 

Wednesday, December 5 2:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
Thursday, December 6 2:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
Friday, December 7  2:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
Saturday, December 8 10:00 am – 4:30 pm 
 

Wednesday, December 12 2:30 pm – 9:00 pm  
Thursday, December 13 2:30 pm – 9:00 pm 
Friday, December 14 2:30 pm – 8:30 pm 
Saturday, December 15 10:00 am – 4:30 pm 
 

Please sign up ASAP to lock in your preferred date.  Plan to be here for about 1 
hour. 
 

Anyone willing to help with signing people up or assisting on the days that the 
portraits are taken, please contact Susan Elliott.  
 

Bonus:  Donate a food item or cash for the food pantry the day of your photo ses-
sion, and you will receive a $5.00 off coupon from Lifetouch (one per household) 
towards your portrait order.   

Sign up for a portrait time online at: 
www.stjohn-lcms.org  

 

A thousand, thousand thanks to all who worked 
so hard to make our Reformation Day observanc-
es truly memorable!  We are truly blessed with an 
abundance of instrumental and vocal talent in our 
congregation.   
 

Thank you also to all who have contributed in support of the renova-
tions to the organ that have been completed to date.  If you haven’t 
yet come up to the balcony to admire our “new” console, please do so 
at any time.  If you would like information about our plans for future 
enhancements, I am always available to discuss them. 
 

We have new members in the Alleluia Ringers this season.  Our instru-
mental ensemble is taking hold.  Our Men’s Choir continues to devel-
op.    Women, where are you?  Our Mixed Choir is in absolute need of 
additional sopranos and altos.  I ask you to give us try, or return, or 
even phone a friend!  Might five or six of you out there commit to 
singing with us through Christmas?  I and the rest of the Mixed Choir 
would be most grateful. 
 

Regular rehearsals continue as follows: 
 Alleluia Ringers 6:00 – 7:00 pm Wednesday 
 Men’s Choir 6:00 – 6:45 pm Thursday 
 Mixed Choir 6:45 – 7:30 pm Thursday 
 

Performance schedule is as follows.  This information is now also avail-
able at: http://stjohnmedia.org/choir/Fall2012_ChoirSchedule.pdf 

Sunday, Nov. 4 8:00 Day School Choir  
           All Saints 8:00 Handbells 
 10:45 Handbells – Prelude 
Sunday, Nov. 11 10:45 Instruments 
Sunday, Nov. 18 8:00 Sunday School Choir 
 8:00 Lois  
 10:45 Men’s Choir 
Wed., Nov. 21   No Handbells 
Thur., Nov. 22   No Choir rehearsals 
  Thanksgiving 
Sunday, Nov. 25 8:00 Mixed Choir 
Sunday, Dec. 2 8:00 Handbells (+10:45 Prelude) 

      Advent 1 10:45 Men’s Choir 
 
On Sunday, November 4 at 4:00 pm Keith will be presenting an organ 
concert at St. John Lutheran Church in Royal, in celebration of the 
recent renovations of that church’s pipe organ by Buzard Pipe Organ 
Builders.  The concert is free and open to the public. 
 
BACH Messiah Sing-Along.  This annual event is designed to let the 
audience become the performer in the rousing choruses of the 
“Christmas portion” of Handel’s beloved oratorio.  Sunday, November 
25, 2012 • 4:00 p.m. First Methodist Church, 210 W. Church St., Cham-
paign.    Ask Keith for a score to take along! 

http://www.stjohn-lcms.org
http://www.stjohn-lcms.org
http://stjohnmedia.org/choir/Fall2012_ChoirSchedule.pdf


2 Jeannine , Sam , Byron , Gary  
3 Dean , Jason , Reese , Jeremy  
4 CJ  
5 Christian , Jacob  
6 Sarah  
7 Joyce , J.C.  
8 Tim  
9 Sarah , Lon  
10 Larry , George , Paul  
11 Butch ,  
12 Jonathan , Jean  
13 Ceirra , Robert  
14 Leah  
15 Barb , Rita  
16 Chuck  
17 Ida , Billy  
18 Erica  
19 Brian  
20 Doris , Matthew , Mike  
21 Kelley , Emma , Kim , Michael , Jim  
22 Brad , Gregory  
23 Jamie , Cheryl , John,  Barry , Renae  
24 Susie , Nancy  
25 Jordan , Gilbert  
26 Jennifer , Nicci  
27 Bridgett , David  
28 Gary , Mark , Duane , Crystal  
30 Todd , Jeanine , Jacob , Mark , Andrew  

2 Bob & Sanna (23) 
4 Byron & Lydia (56);                      

Herb & Virginia (56) 
5 Alex & Sue (19);                              

Ron & Susan (29) 
8 Greg & Pam (37) 
13 Darrel & Linda (28) 
15 Steve & Cindy (15) 
16 Don & Delores (54) 
18 Mike & Jill (6) 
19 Heath & Sarah (13);                              

Jim & Karen (29) 
25 Bill & Diann (51); Joe & Alicia IV 

(6); Rollin & Helen (65) 
26 Jim & Mimi (54) 
28 Rob & Lucille (60); Troy & Brandi 

(14) 
29 Dan & Barbara (38) 
30 Mark & Jennifer (27) 

November Birthdays November  

Anniversaries 

Sundays   8:00  Comm   10:45    Comm 
 Oct 7 202 152 181 141   
 Oct 14 229 174 206 150 
 Oct 21 204 165 225 n/a 
 Oct 28         363 305 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-
1123 or pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org) if 
your birthday or anniversary is 

missing or incorrect.   

Wednesdays   7:15    Comm 
 Oct  3 26  13     
 Oct 10           38      27                       
 Oct 17 19 14              
 Oct 24 34 25 
 Oct 31 

ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR OCTOBER 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing 

Amber Glen 

11th & 25th 

2:30 

   1 
  8:30 Lifelight 
12:30 Widow’s Group 
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  6:30 Lifelight 
  6:45 Mixed Choir 

2 3 

4    All Saints Sunday 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
          (Handbells) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class 
          New Member Class 
          Sunday School  
10:45 Holy Communion 
  4:00 NYG Meeting 

5 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
 

 
Ram Rebate  
orders due 

6 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
  6:30 School Board 
  7:00 Trustees 
  7:00 Fellowship Board 

7 
8:25 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

8 
6:30 Men’s Prayer  
        Breakfast 
8:30 Lifelight 
1:30 Mary Martha 
5:00 6th Grade Chili 
        Supper Fundraiser 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

9 
10:30 Veterans Day  
           Program 
 

Ram Rebate 
pick-up 

10 
7:00 Gurnee Mills  
         Shopping Trip 
8:00 Handymen 

11     Veterans Day 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class 
          New Member Class  
          Sunday School  
10:45 Holy Communion 
          (Instrumentalists) 
  2:00 LYF Fest 

12 
8:45 MOPS 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
6:00 Finance Board 
6:00 Sunday School  
        Teacher’s Mtg. 
 

Ram Rebate  
orders due 

13 
6:00 Elders 
 

14 
  8:25 Chapel 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
  5:45 Midweek School 
  6:00 Handbells 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

15 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

16 

 
 

Ram Rebate 
pick-up 

17 
3:00 Wolken/ 
        McCormack 
        Wedding 

18 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
          (Sunday School Choir) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class 
          New Member Class, 
          Sunday School  
          Altar Guild Meeting 
10:45 Holy Communion 
          (Men’s Choir) 

19 
8:45 MOPS 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
6:30 LWML 

20 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
  1:00 Reading Buddies 
  6:00 Council 

21 
8:25 Chapel 
7:15 Holy Communion 

22  Thanksgiving 

 

 

 

 
Church and School 

closed 

23 
 

 
 
 

Church and School 
closed 

24 

25 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
          (Mixed Choir) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class 
          New Member Class 
          Sunday School  
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 Youth Drop & Shop 

26 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
 

Newsletter Deadline 
 

Ram Rebate  
orders due 

27 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
  3:45 Evangelism 
  6:00 Paris Ed 
  6:30 PTF 
  7:30 Youth Board 
 

28 
8:25 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

29 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

30 
5:30 Family Advent  
        Night 
 

Ram Rebate 
pick-up 

Pastors’ day off: 
Fridays 

 
Church Office 

359-1123 
 

School Office 
359-1714 

2012 

C I D    L o c k  -  I n 


