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On a Sunday early in September, we sang Hymn 798 in Lutheran Service Book.  The hymn's title is "The God 
of Abraham Praise."  As we sung the opening verse, ("The God of Abr'ham praise, Who reigns enthroned 
above; Ancient of everlasting days And God of love.  Jehovah, great I AM!  By earth and heav'n confessed; I 
bow and bless the sacred name Forever blest.) my thoughts wandered to all the saints who have gone be-
fore us, who have also confessed Abraham's God as the one true God, including Abraham himself! 
 

Not only did my thoughts wander to all of those saints, but I then started to envision them singing such 
marvelous hymns of praise with me.  I could not help but think of my grandfather, who also was a Lutheran 
pastor, and whom I have never met, singing forth hymns of praise to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, in-
cluding this very hymn written in the 1700s.  While he never knew that I would be born and follow in his 
footsteps, we are united in the one true faith and in the singing of the Church's hymns. 
 

When one's thoughts continue to go on down the line of the saints who have gone before us, the beloved 
Martin Luther no doubt arises.  That man of God who wrestled with guilt and warred with despair also con-
fessed faith in the one Lord Jesus Christ.  His life's work was dedicated to the illumination of Abraham's 
God's great work of redemption in Jesus on the cross.  While he did not sing the same hymn from above, he 
no less worshipped the same Triune God, responsible for the hope that is in us all. 
 

From there, the humbling continues on, as ponderings of other saints engage the mind: John, the beloved 
disciple of Jesus; Peter, the unofficial spokesman of the Twelve; John, the relative of the Christ and baptizer 
of many; Simeon, Anna, Mary, and Joseph of the Nativity story; Jonah, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and Daniel among 
the faithful prophets of Yahweh God; David, the great ancestor of Jesus and highly loved king of Israel; Sam-
uel, the wise and steadfast spokesman of God; Joshua and Moses, Israel's leaders to the Promised Land; 
Jacob, Isaac, and Abraham, the blessed Patriarchs of the faith; and all the way down to Noah, Seth, Eve, and 
Adam, the holders of the faith given by God in the promise of the Messiah. 
 

All of these, along with the saints included in Hebrews 11, as well as all of the unsung saints throughout all 
of the generations, make up the great cloud of witnesses elevated in Hebrews 12.  How humbling it is to be 
the Church Militant here on earth in conjunction with the Church Triumphant there in heaven, altogether 
the one Church who is the bride of Christ.  How audacious it is, then, for any one of us to claim the church 
as "my church."  How insolent it is for any one of us to assume that we need to leave our mark on the 
Church.  The Church established by Christ, purchased and won by his own shed blood on the cross, as 
promised throughout the millennia, is not given to us to do as we wish.  Rather, it is gifted to us to hand 
down to the next generation, as preserved in its truth and purity as we can keep it, by the grace of God!  
Far be it from any of us to consider the church as a part of our lives, as though our lives were something 
great!  Instead, it is good and right to consider our meek lives as a part of the greater life of the Church that 
endures through the ages.  Indeed, it is truly humbling and proper to think such. 
 

Here we are in the month of November, a month begun with the great celebration of All Saints.  We prayer-
fully remember all of the saints of Christ's Church, that is, all of those who are righteous by faith in him.  

In the Company of Heaven 



Let Us Pray 
 

 

Following Surgery:  Louise, Lois  
 

Healing and Recovery:   Laura , George , Bud, 
Mary, Fran, Jan, Charlene  
 

For Successful Treatment:  Jeff -father of  
Norman & Kathe’s daughter-in-law, Amalia -family friend of 
Karina , Don -father of Tamara  
 

For Peace and Comfort:  Wayne and family at the death 
wife Wendy, David & Carol and family at the death of David’s 
mother Vivian;  Carolyn and family at the death of parents 
William & Harriet, Scott & Sandy and family at the death of 
Sandy’s mother Marianna  
 

Military:  Andy, Luke, Jim, Zachary, Jimmy, Brandon, Keidi, 
Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson  
 

Missionaries:  Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagas-
car Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and 
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the 
Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Mary-Martha Society Bake Sale & Mini-Bazaar 

will be Saturday, November 9 from 9:00 a.m. 

to Noon in the Fellowship Hall.  We will have 

baked goods, crafts and white elephant items.  

Stop by for a cup of coffee and a homemade 

cinnamon roll! 

  

   

Men's Prayer Breakfast Time Change!!! 

Attention all men!  Starting this month 

(November) the Men's Prayer Breakfast will 

begin at 7:00am (no longer at 6:30am).  Pastor 

Caithamer will lead this group on the second 

Thursday of every month at this new time at 

the Original Pancake House on Springfield 

Avenue, a stone's throw from the 

church.  All men are welcome 

and we hope this new time will 

accommodate more schedules! 

Naturally, we remember those saints who have died in the faith before us.  They truly have been made clean in 
the waters of Baptism.  Such clean ones include us also, for we too have been washed clean in Baptism and are 
saints in Christ's Church.  And so, we are to think of the Church as just that, the Church, made up of the saints 
who have died in the faith and those saints who have yet to pass through death to life. 
 
In an attempt to bring that reality home, I invite you to take a moment the next time you are in church (or 
hopefully every time you are in church!) to think about those saints of the Church Triumphant who worship 
with you. Think of them sitting there with you, singing those hymns with you, hearing the sermon with you, re-
ceiving the Lord's Supper with you.  How great it is to be like-minded with those glorious saints, the company of 
heaven!  And what a blessing it is to us to remember those brothers and sisters in Christ, our loved ones in the 
faith, who believe as we do, in the one Lord Jesus Christ, who has redeemed us all with his holy, precious blood 
and with his innocent suffering and death. 
 

 There dwells the Lord our king, The Lord our righteousness, 
 Triumphant o'er the world and sin, The Prince of Peace. 
 On Zion's sacred height His kingdom He maintains 
 And glorious with His saints in light Forever reigns. 
  —LSB 798.  The God of Abraham Praise. Stanza 7. 
 

God's great blessings to you, his saints, in Christ Jesus! 
 

Pastor Caithamer 



FAMILY ADVENT NIGHT 
Save the date:  Friday, December 6th, 5:30-7:30. 
Supper will be provided.  We 
will sing Christmas Carols, make 
family Christmas crafts and 
more.  Please, please sign up on 
the bulletin board across from 
the Fellowship Hall so we can 
plan accordingly. 
 

It’s time to think about 

Christmas Cookies—recipes, 

baking, EATING!! The LWML 

Christmas Cookie Walk is sched-

uled for Saturday, December 7. The 

major fund raising effort of the 

year, LWML donates the profits to 

local, national and international 

agencies in need of assistance. 

Please help us out by making/

donating cookies and then coming 

to purchase them for your Christ-

mas parties. More information to 

follow as the date gets closer. 

Invitation to all St. John members: 
 

You are invited to an 80th Birthday Open 

House for C. Robert .  Please help us cele-

brate on November 30,2013  2p-5p at                 

2707 Valleybrook Dr., Champaign. 

 

 Hosted by: Bob, Lisa, James, David, and 

Annmarie  
 

Advent Dinners 
The youth are again hosting advent 
dinners between midweek services.  

All are invited to come eat and enjoy 
fellowship.  A free-will offering will 

be taken to support our Servant 
Events this summer.  Please consider 

signing up to donate food items. Sign-ups are on the 
youth board.  Thank you!  

 

Menu and Serving Information 
 

December 4- Chili/ High School  
December 11-Sloppy Joes and cheesy potatoes/ High School 
December 18-Tacos/ J. High School 

Mark your calen-
dar for the Golden 
Agers Luncheon 
on December 12 at 
12:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship 
Hall.  Bring a dish 
to share with the 

group.  We hope to have a big crowd this 
year and hope you'll plan to join us. 

Help is needed to 
decorate the 
church for the 
Christmas season.  
Please come and 
lend a hand on 
Saturday  
December 7th, 
9am-11am. 



Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are  

rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

 

 
 
 
 
Use of the church kitchen and coffee bar.  
 
It is a great privilege to have such a nice area for all 
of our groups to use. When you use the kitchen or 
coffee bar, please be aware that there is no one who 
comes in and cleans these areas or equipment; it is 
the responsibility of the group or person using 
them.  Thank You to everyone who already leaves 
these areas clean and ready for use. Unfortunately, 
some are not cleaning up after themselves or return-
ing used items in a timely manner.  
 

Please, bring back coffee pots and condiments used 
in other areas of the church after your event or activi-
ty, empty any coffee left from the pots, rinse and put 
your pots back in the racks, dump used coffee grinds 
from the machine, and clean and put away dishes 
after use.  
 

Also, if you bring in items to use at an event, please 
be sure to take them home after your event is over.   
Please be respectful of the many other groups that 
share these areas by leaving the equipment and are-
as clean and ready to use.  

VOLUNTEERS FOR VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  IN POLAND 

There are 40 churches in Poland right now who would like to have a Vacation Bible School.  There is at least one 
group, out of Trinity Lutheran Church, Bloomington, that I know of who takes a group each July.  Before Com-
munism, Poland boasted huge cathedrals in which thousands worshiped.  Currently these huge cathedrals have 
only 100 or less worshiping in each.  Most of the children attending this VBS are not members of a church!  All 
need to hear the Gospel.  We will be using Concordia Publishing House VBS materials.  We would be gone 12 
days in mid July, 2014, with a cost of about $2,400 to each volunteer going.  I am planning to take a second 
group to a second church.  This group has been approved by our District’s Rev. Joel Cluver.  Airline tickets need 
to be purchased in January 2014, so I will need to know if I have a group by December, 2013.  If you can’t go in 
2014 but possibly can in 2015, let me know this too please. 
 
In Christ, Karen  

College Funding Seminar 

The Champaign County Chapter of Thrivent 
Financial is hosting a higher education plan-
ning seminar with Rick Craig as the present-
er and speaker. 

Parents and grandparents, find out what you 
can do now to begin preparing for college for 
your children. Hear about projected costs 
and funding options. 

The seminar will be held on Wednesday, No-
vember 13 at St. John Lutheran Church and 
School, 509 S. Mattis, Champaign in the Fel-
lowship Hall at 5:45 pm. 

Dinner will be provided by Hickory River 
Smokehouse. Seating is limited to the first 30 
to respond. Please RSVP to Rick or Ronda 
Craig,  by November 10. 

The program and dinner will conclude at 7 
pm. You are invited to attend our 7:15 
Church worship service afterward.   



       November Events  
     
Sunday, November 10  LYF Fest: Rake n’ Run 
2:00pm-7:00pm   Meet at church and head out in small groups to rake yards.   

     Following raking, we’ll meet for a wiener roast at the Welch’s house.  
                                                                 Watch Sunday Bulletin for More Information. Sign up early on the youth  
                                                                 board so we will know how many drivers we need. 
 

December Events  
  

Sunday, December 15  LYF Fest: Christmas Party 
5:00—7:00 pm All youth are invited to join us for a Christmas party!  We will meet in the Fel-

lowship Hall for a pizza party and a $5 gift exchange. High school youth 
bring a gift for another high school youth. Jr. high girls bring a girl gift for and 
Jr. high boys bring a boy gift. Sign-up on the youth board. 

Stewardship Corner 

 Showing our Gratitude 
 

Because God is a loving and giving God, He  never stops giving to us.  God gives us His love, goodness, and mercy  
daily.  He has given us victory over sin and death through His Son.  Christ has given us the blessings of forgiveness, 
justification, a new life, and an eternal hope.  Because of His bountiful blessing, we should be compelled to show 
our gratitude.  Do we?  Could we, at times be taking all that we receive for granted? 
 

If Christ were to come into our homes in physical form, certainly we would express our thanks in tangible ways.  
We would make Him comfortable, run errands for Him, offer our best food, and give Him our time and attention.  
However, we don’t have that opportunity, so we show our gratitude in different ways. 
 

One way that we express our gratitude is to give thanks throughout the day in our prayers and thoughts.  When 
we see life and its blessings as gifts, we are prepared to offer our thanks.  Our thanksgiving is expressed when we 
use the faith God has given us to live in obedience to His World.  God hears and sees our gratitude through the 
lives we live.  When we generously share our time and money with others in Christian love, we show our thanks-
giving for our gifts.  Our giving reflects Christ’s love in us.  We extend our thanks to our heavenly Father when we 
give Him praise and glory in weekly worship and privately throughout each day. 
 

As stewards, we find that our gratitude to God opens our hearts to receive more of God’s love which enables us 
to be more faithful with our time, talents, and treasures.  In response to God’s love and grace, we give ourselves 
and our resources.   When we acknowledge God as the creator and owner of all, we will serve the Lord faithfully 
out of gratitude for all His gifts to us.  Our gratefulness to God will enable us to give thanks even during bad times 
because God promises to comfort and sustain us in all  things. 
 
A blessed Thanksgiving to all as we during this special time express our gratitude for Who God is and what He 
does for us. 



      Music Notes      
 

 
Our adult choirs are in the swing of things, and the full schedule is both listed below and available on our 
website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html 
 
Both the first and last Sundays of this month we will have extra-special music.  On November 3, we will 
again welcome the Sycamore Brass Quintet, who will be playing at both services for All Saints’ Sunday.  
Also, the Sunday School Children will help lead us in singing the first hymn at both services.  If your child 
is in Sunday School, they should come up to the balcony 10 minutes before whichever service they will 
be attending on November 3. 
 
Sunday, November 24 is the last Sunday of the church year – the feast of Christ the King.  Our “in-house 
brass” ensemble will be playing; the Alleluia Ringers and the Mixed Choir will also be taking part.   
 
 
Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm  Alleluia Ringers 
This month the ringers will be performing on November 10 and November 24.. 
Please note – there will be no Alleluia Ringers rehearsal on Wednesday, November 13 or November 27.  
There will be rehearsals on November 6 and 20. 
 
Thursdays from 6:00 pm to 6:45 pm   Men’s Choir 
The Men’s Choir sings this month as follows: 
Sunday, November 17 at 10:45 
Wednesday, November 27 at 7:15 pm (Thanksgiving Eve).  Rehearsal at 6:00 pm 
There will be no Men’s Choir  rehearsal  on November 14 or November 21. 
 
Thursdays from 6:45 pm to 7:30 pm   Mixed Choir 
The Mixed Choir sings this month as follows: 
Sunday, November 10  10:45 
Sunday, October      24 8:00 
 
Thursday from 6:45 pm to 7:30 pm   Instrumentalists and Soloists 
One rehearsal for the ensemble this month 11.21 at 6:00 pm, perform on 11.24 (both services.) 
 
So, this month (November) at 6:45: 
Thursday, November 7  Mixed Choir 
Thursday, November 14 No rehearsals 
Thursday, November 21 Instrumentalists at 6:00; Mixed Choir at 6:45 pm. 
Wednesday, November 27 Men’s Choir at 6:00 pm 
 
Please keep all of our choirs in your prayers, and we solicit your special prayers for the reinvigoration and 
growth of our Mixed Choir.  All voice parts needed – women especially! 

http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html


PTF News...        Parent Teacher Fellowship  
November  

Sales 
 
Orders due:  Friday, Nov. 15  
Pick up:  Wed., Nov. 20 @ 3-4:00 pm 
 
Please support our school and purchase Market Day!  
Order forms will be on the Narthex table.  To order you 
can call Kollin , or go online at  www.marketday.com .  
 
Promotions this Month 

FREE Desert Plate and Server with $90 online 
purchase (enter Promo Code NOVBONUS) 

Make two purchases of $40 between September 
and November, and receive a FREE Hanging 
Organizer with your $40 purchase in Decem-
ber. 

NEW CUSTOMERS receive a $5 discount when 
you spend $25 (first time buyers, online on-
ly, promo code NEWFIVE) 

 

BONUS DAYS DESSERT SALE 
November is Market Day Bonus Days Dessert 
month! This is a Market Day sponsored fundraiser 
opportunity for raising additional funds for our 
school! Please share with family and close friends.  
Any desserts ordered directly with your November 
Market Day order will  count towards the fundraiser 
goal and profits!  Get your holiday desserts now! 

                           Start your holiday  
                             shopping now with:  

                        Ram Rebate 
 

                        Order Dates:   
        

                            November  4, 11, 18  
                          December   2, 9, 16   

 
Please have orders placed or in the school office by  11 
am on the above Mondays.   Orders will be available for 
pick up in the school office the following Friday or you 
can contact Leah. 

   Store Rebates 
St. John PTF earns money through 
several store rebate programs.  The 
participating stores are County Mar-
ket, Schnucks, Meijer, and Target.  If you would like 
more information about signing up to participate in store 
rebates to earn money for St. John School, please email 
Linda.   

Hats, Mittens, Gloves, and 

Scarves Drive 

 
 

 

    

 

 

The PTF is again sponsoring a service project 

for this holiday season by collecting new hats, 

gloves, mittens, and scarves of all sizes.  Dona-

tions can be brought to the Fellowship Hall and 

placed on and around the Christmas tree which 

will be put up by the end of November.   All do-

nations will be taken to Empty Tomb.   Watch 

the church bulletin for details on when the 

drive will begin and end.    

Mark your calendars:   

ICE SKATING PARTY 
 
PTF invites you to  join us for a fun evening of 
skating and Christian Fellowship at the U of I Ice 
Arena at 406 E. Armory in Champaign. 
 

MONDAY 
December 2 

6-8pm 
FREE Admission 

 & Skate Rental 
 
Bring a snack to share. PTF will provide drinks.  Children 
must be accompanied by an adult. 

Box Tops for Education   
Cubs vs. Cards Contest 

                 Cardinals Win!!!! 
                        Thank you for participating! 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/Default.aspx


2 Jeannine, Sam, Byron, Gary 
3 Dean, Jason, Reese, Jeremy 
4 CJ  
5 Christian, Jacob 
6 Sarah 
7 Joyce, J.C.  
8 Tim  
9 Sarah, Presley, Lon, Henos  
10 Larry, George, Paul  
11 Karen, Butch 
12 Shawn, Jonathan 
13 Ceirra, Robert  
14 Leah, Tucker  
15 Barb, Rita 
16 Gabryan, Chuck  
17 Billy  
18 Erica  
19 Brian  
20 Doris, Matthew, Mike  
21 Kelley, Emma, Kim, Michael, Jim  
22 Brad, Gregory  
23 Cheryl, John,  Barry, Renae Leffler 
24 Susie, Nancy  
25 Jordan, Gilbert  
26 Jennifer, Nicci  
27 Bridgett, David  
28 Gary, Mark, Crystal  
29 Addisyn 
30 Todd, Jeanine, Jacob, Mark, Andrew  

1 Ben & Wendy (10) 
2 Bob & Sanna (24) 
4 Byron & Lydia (57);                      

Herb & Virginia (57) 
5 Alex & Sue (20);                              

Ron & Susan (30) 
8 Greg & Pam (38) 
13 Darrel & Linda (29) 
15 Steve & Cindy (16) 
16 Don & Delores (55) 
17 Michael & Kiley (1) 
18 Mike & Jill (7) 
19 Heath & Sarah (14);                              

Jim & Karen (30) 
25 Bill & Diann (52); Joe & Alicia IV 

(7); Rollin & Helen (66) 
26 Jim & Mimi (55) 
28 Rob & Lucille (61); Troy & Brandi 

(15) 
29 Dan & Barbara (39) 
30 Mark & Jennifer (28) 

November Birthdays 

Sundays   8:00  Comm   10:45    Comm 
 Oct 6 239 189 225 125   
 Oct 13 216 170 168 138 
 Oct 20 210 139 160 134 
 Oct 27       187 151 182 140 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-
1123 or pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org) if 
your birthday or anniversary is 

missing or incorrect.   

Wednesdays   7:15    Comm 
 Oct  2 38  33     
 Oct 9           37      15                       
 Oct 16 34 30              
 Oct 23 32 22 
 Oct 30 33 27 

ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR OCTOBER 

November 

Anniversaries 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing  

at Amber Glen on the  

10th & 24th at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office  

359-1714 

Pastor Elliott’s day off: 

Mondays 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off: 

Fridays 

  1 2 

3     All Saints’ Day 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

4 5 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  6:30 School Board 

  6:30 Fellowship Board 

  7:00 Trustees 

6 
8:08 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

5:45 Lifelight 

7:15 Holy Communion 

7 
  8:30 Lifelight 

12:30 Widow’s Group 

  6:00 Men’s Choir 

  6:30 Lifelight 

  6:45 Mixed Choir 

8 9 
8:00 Handymen 

10 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

11 
6:00 Finance Board 

12 
6:00 Elders 

13 
  8:08 Chapel 

10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  5:45 Midweek School 

    6:00 Handbells 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

14 
7:00 Men’s Prayer 

         Breakfast 

1:30 Mary Martha 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

 

15 

 
Market Day  

orders due 

16 

17 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class,  

          Sunday School 

  9:30 Altar Guild Meeting 

10:45 Holy Communion 

18 
6:30 LWML 

19 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  6:00 Council 

20 
8:08 Chapel 

3:00 Market Day Sale 

5:45 Midweek School 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

21 
6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

22 23 

24 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

25 

 
Newsletter Deadline 

26 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  3:45 Evangelism 

  6:00 Parish Ed 

  6:15 Technology  

           Committee 

  6:30 PTF 

  7:30 Youth Board 

 

27  Day School closed 

5:45 Midweek School 

7:15 Holy Communion 

28  Thanksgiving Day 

 

Church and School 

closed 

 

29 
 

Church and School 

closed 

30 

2013 


