St. John Lutheran Church

THE ST. JOHN NEWS
November 2015
Discerning God’s Will
And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever
does the will of God abides forever. 1 John 2:17
God’s will is not some mysterious secret encoded thing
that Christians seek to discover apart from Scripture. Nor do
Christians ask God for signs as the way they expect God to reveal
His will. God’s Word is how God reveals His will. God’s Word
and will are one in the same as far as we’re concerned. We can
only be absolutely certain of the will of God when God’s will is
clearly expressed in Holy Scripture. For example, we know from
the Bible with complete certainty that it is God’s will to save everyone by bringing everyone to the saving knowledge of His Son,
our Savior, Jesus Christ (1 Timothy 2:4). However, if we lack such
a clear and explicit passage of Scripture to discern God’s will
(Romans 12:2), we may use biblical principles to guide our decisions. But at this point the Christian is only making sanctified
guesses as to which choices are God pleasing.

God leaves many of life’s small and even large decisions
to us. When it comes to earthly decisions, God does not destine
fate to work in our lives in one predetermined way. But in earthly matters God gives us the freedom to react in our own way and
to make choices on our own. We have the freedom for instance
to choose who we will marry, where we will live, and what career we will pursue. However, there are times when we would
gladly give up some of this freedom so that God might intervene
and impose His will upon the difficult situations facing us.
There are those times when we think that we would like
just a little more direction from God as to what His will is for our
daily lives. And yet it’s far better that God has given us some
degree of autonomy to make our own sanctified decisions as to
how we can best please God. People who choose to live under
the law enjoy no such freedom. Those living under the law are
simply forced to follow God’s prescribed rules without the least
bit of variation. If they fail to follow the perfect law of God those
living by the law will be held accountable and punished accordingly. However Christians have been granted great Gospel freedom
when it comes to making life decisions that are neither commanded nor forbidden by Scripture (Galatians 5:4).

So many times when we’re facing difficult decisions,
and aren’t sure what to do next, Christians will frequently wish
that God would just tell them what to do next? As children of
the heavenly Father, we want to be obedient children. This
makes us eager to know what God wants us to do in a given situation that requires a decision. But as every seasoned Christian
In such cases within the congregation we have the Chrisknows, God doesn’t always reveal his good and perfect will to
tian
freedom
to come up with different solutions, to discuss and
us. But God’s plans and purposes often remain hidden. And if
debate
the
differences
in our plans, and then in Christian love to
God’s will is ever discerned, it is typically only in hindsight.
vote and decide which plan to go with. We personally must nevGod often purposely does not reveal His will to us in or- er regard one solution as being better than all the rest, unless
der to teach us how to walk by faith and not by sight. For God the Bible also makes that assertion. Otherwise, in Christian love
wants us to trust in all of the promises that God has made to us we should assume that each plan has as its goal to honor Christ.
in Christ even when we remain uncertain about what God’s will But once a congregation votes on a way to proceed, then Chrisis for other areas of our lives. For even when God allows His tian love should supersede our will so that everyone accepts and
agenda – or will – to remain hidden from view, Christians are nev- gets behind the will of the majority.
ertheless called to believe that God is always working for our
eternal benefit in and through Christ (Romans 8:28).
There is a hidden blessing in the fact that God doesn’t
“micro-manage” every small part of our existence. We are not
robotic androids that God has preprogrammed so that God manages our every move so that our will always conforms to His will.
It’s true that ever since Adam and Eve sinned, we lack free will in
spiritual matters. We cannot repent of our sins, nor return to
God through faith unless God turns our will. For God alone
makes the unwilling willing to trust in Christ and then gives us
the desire to do God’s will. Even though our spiritual will is
bound to sin, death, and the devil until Christ sets us free, God
very graciously gives us some amount of leeway and autonomy
over our lives.

As Christians it’s all right to be passionate about our
plan so long as we don’t insist that our way is the only way. The
truth is: If you are going to discern God’s will it is often going to
first require you to crucify you own will. This happens when we
say to God with sincerity, “Not my will, but your will be done.”
We may have the greatest solution based upon the soundest logic, however if we don’t present it with love for others in mind it
accomplishes nothing. For we know from the Bible that it is never God’s will that we should be divisive and create factions in
the congregation by insisting upon our own way. This may be
how the world does it, but it is not how Christians are to act within the body of Christ.
There are those times when God’s will is as clear as

day. As an example, in 1 Thessalonians 4:13 Christians are told,
“For this is the will of God, your sanctification, that you abstain
from sexual immorality.” But there are also those times when
God’s will is not so clear to those within a congregation about
what to do next. In those moments, brothers and sisters in
Christ assemble together not only to make decisions, but also to
decide matters in a God pleasing way that brings glory to Christ
in all that we say and do. Otherwise Satan will have a field day as
he causes needless divisions in the church. We cannot impose
our will as if we were certain that it were God’s will. Instead
when God’s Word expresses God’s will on a matter that settles it.
And when God’s Word is silent on an issue so that we don’t
know God’s will we should allow love to rule in our hearts and in
our actions by accepting the congregation’s decisions.

Christians bring forward more than one alternative, Christians
should assemble to pray, to discuss, to vote, to announce the will
of the congregation, to pray, and then in Christian unity and love
to graciously accept the will of the body of Christ without subverting the decisions the congregation has made just because
they do not agree with the decisions made. For love must rule
on those matters left undecided by God’s Word.

Your Senior Pastor by the will of God,

Pastor Mark Elliott

In such cases when God’s will is not discernable, and

Let Us Pray

Men's Prayer Breakfast

For Peace and Comfort: Walt & Cookie and
family at the death of Walt’s brother Dean,
Greg & Pam and family at the death of Greg’s
mother Barbara, Donnie & Shirley and family at the death of
Donnie’s mother
Laverna
Following Surgery: John Manning, Louise Crawford, Grace
Gula-mother of Gary Gula
For Healing and Recovery: Merv, Ed, Ellie, Leona, Nicholas -grandson of Tony , Lingli , Lawrence & Chris, Daryl ,
Ken , Kim -niece of Leona, Gary & Beverly -parents of Daryl
For Successful Treatment: Joan, Joe, Lea, Nancy, Maxine,
Jeff, Nancy -sister of Judy, Judy -mother of Jim , Ken -son of
Earl Bialeschki
For our Military: Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Luke, Jim, Brandon,
Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson , Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana
Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran
Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran
Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in
Kingston, Jamaica

The men of the congregation are invited the
second Thursday of each month to Original
Pancake House for food and fellowship,
and devotion and prayers led by Pastor
Caithamer. Please join us this month
on Thursday, November 12th at
7:00am.
Pray Every Day at Noon for St. John Lutheran Church
and School is a new bidding from the Voter’s Assembly.
Whether you are in the car or tractor, at your desk, or
walking to lunch, ask God to bless our church and school
every day at 12:00. Know when you are praying your
voice is being joined by everyone in our congregation.
"The prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective." James 5:16b
Mary-Martha would like to thank everyone who participated in any way at our bazaar on October 17--those who
brought baked items, those who purchased items, bought
coffee and rolls, sat and visited or participated in any
way. We thank you.

Mothers of Preschoolers (MOPS) would like to thank St.
John Lutheran Church for hosting us for our meetings. All who attend appreciate your hospitality.

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,
centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Fall Pastors' Conference
What It Is and What I Learned
What is a pastors' conference?
Twice a year, all of the pastors of the Central Illinois
District of our church body—The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod—are to gather together to worship, be
taught the Word of God, and to have fellowship with one
another (all districts in the LCMS meet regularly, some
once per year). Our most recent conference was held
October 12–14 at Christ Lutheran Church in Normal,
Illinois. Lately, our gatherings have been held at
churches that have a meeting space large enough to accommodate over 150 pastors (active and retired) and
their wives, who are invited to attend.
At these pastors' conferences, we always begin our time
together worshiping in the Divine Service and receiving
the Sacrament of Holy Communion. We typically have
two key speakers that present a total of eight sessions
between them on a variety of theological topics. At different times throughout our conference gathering, we
hear reports about the district from the district president,
from the head of education for the district, from the leader of missions for the district, and from the district's investment manager.

In his first session, Dr. Gibbs spoke on the natural flow
of growth of the kingdom of God from the health and
well-being of God's Church here on earth. After pointing out that the New Testament epistles are silent on the
topic of sharing Christ with others, Gibbs comments that
the bringing of the Gospel into the world will happen as
a result of the body of Christ being healthy with the Gospel. Gibbs states, "If that health is present, then the mission/making of disciples will happen." This falls in line
with Jesus' teaching about the good tree bearing good
fruit (Matthew 7:17). When there is faithfulness to
Christ and his Word, Christians will be ready and willing to share the good news as the Spirit provides them
opportunity in their vocations.

In the second presentation, Dr. Gibbs made the point of
properly understanding the context and place of the Beatitudes in Jesus' Sermon on the Mount. Because Jesus
places the Beatitudes at the beginning of his great sermon, Gibbs argued that this serves as the doorway into
the rest of the sermon, providing the proper understanding for the rest of Jesus' teaching. As such, the Beatitudes are to be viewed as statements of Gospel being
proclaimed to sinners, announcing their status before
Other, more social events are also included, such as meal God and what God promises them as a result by his pure
times, daily offices (Matins, Vespers), and a basketball grace. Concluding that point is the notion that the Beatigrudge match between alumni from our seminaries in Ft. tudes are not to be used as goals to be obtained by the
Wayne and St. Louis (I have yet to play in one of these person on account of their own works. Rather, the indigames, but may one day soon!). I thoroughly enjoy at- vidual understands the promises God has made to the
tending these pastors' conferences as it is always benefi- repentant sinner and then lives out his or her life in accial to meet with brother pastors, to speak theologically cord with Jesus' teaching to the redeemed.
with colleagues, and to be taught by well-educated
scholars in our church body and beyond. It also allows In his third session, Dr. Gibbs tackled a somewhat obme to visit and briefly explore areas of our district I
scure topic in Christian living: righteous anger. Dr.
would not normally get to see. And I was even able to
Gibbs observed that outrage and anger over just about
take my family with me to a conference one year ago in any issue is the norm for our American culture. And it
the Quad Cities! Overall, the semi-annual pastors' con- seems as though such emotion is lauded and praised,
ferences are well-worth the time and effort taken to atthus being acceptable behavior, even for the Christian.
tend.
Countering that worldly understanding, however, Gibbs
referenced various passages in the Old and New Testaments that caution strongly against Christians allowing
What did I learn?
While I do not wish to take all the space needed to men- anger any room in their lives. He cited the Sermon on
tion everything taught by the two conference presenters, the Mount in Matthew 5:21-–26 as a starting point. Dr.
which were Rev. Dr. Jeff Gibbs and Rev. Mark Surberg, Gibbs indicated that there are times when anger does
I would like to highlight a few nuggets of wisdom from occur quite easily and is common in the life of the ChrisDr. Gibbs. Dr. Gibbs is a professor of Greek and the
tian. But, coming from a standpoint rooted in the GosNew Testament at Concordia Seminary in St. Louis. His pel as portrayed in the Beatitudes, Gibbs commented,
four sessions were about the Great Commission and the "There are other ways to react to evil in the world
Great Commandment(s), the Beatitudes, righteous anger, around us than this [anger]. Why do we not feel sorrow,
and Christian greatness.
or compassion, or love?" There is certainly room for all

of us as God's people to reflect on these Biblical teachings and to evaluate our own experiences with anger in
our lives.

rinthians 12, where he says, Christ's "power is made perfect in weakness...for when I am weak, then I am
strong" (2 Corinthians 12:9, 10). Understanding this
need of all God's people impacts our treatment and conConcluding his quad of sessions, Dr. Gibbs taught on the
sideration of others in a dramatic way as we seek to
subject of Christian greatness. For the foundation of his
treat them as we would like to be treated (Matthew
topic, Dr. Gibbs used the often misunderstood passage of
7:12).
Matthew 18, which houses the set of verses the Church
has used as a primary text for its teaching on church disIn Conclusion
cipline. What Gibbs recognized in this text, however, is
the comparison Jesus uses of the greatest in God's king- It is always a blessing to hear the truth of the Gospel
proclaimed and taught by brothers in Christ. I thoroughdom with a child. What is contrary to our worldly way
of thinking is that Christian greatness is not measured by ly enjoy attending these pastors' conferences and look
forward to them greatly. It is a remarkable way to be
what we have and can do, but instead by how much we
need from God and from one another. This truly falls in fed with the forgiveness of sins and the grace of God in
Christ Jesus. And I am pleased to be strengthened in
line with the Christian understanding that we must receive all that we need for salvation from God alone. The that faith so that I can continue to share it with you,
thanks be to God!
more broken we are as sinners, the more God gives us
of his grace. John the Baptizer announced this truth
In Christ's service and in his name,
from John 3:30: "He [Jesus] must increase, but I must
decrease." And Paul emphasizes this sentiment in 2 Co- Pastor Caithamer

LWML in the News!!
A big thank you to the members of the
congregation who filled the paper bags for
the school kits this fall AND to the many
ladies who showed up at our LWML meeting
to package the kits and tie blankets. Because of these combined efforts, we were able to pack 105 school kits, 10 quilts,
and 7 tied blankets. Thank you! Thank you!!
Start thinking CHRISTMAS COOKIES!!! The
LWML will host its semi-annual Christmas
Cookie walk on Saturday,
December 5. Here’s your chance
to add to the variety of cookies
you have for the holidays and
share in the Christmas spirit. More information
to follow as Christmas gets closer!!!
November Fellowship Activity: Movie & Popcorn
All families are invited to the school gym on Sunday,
November 15th at 2 pm for a movie
and popcorn!
Please bring a nonperishable food item for the food
pantry.

It's that time again!!
Time to sign up for the
Wednesday Advent dinners.
December 2 is Chili, served by our High School Youth .
December 9 is Tacos, served by our High School Youth.
December 16 is Sloppy Joes and cheesy potatoes, served
by our Junior High Youth.
Please help us by signing up to donate food for the dinners. Thank You!! We are raising money for our trip to
the National Youth Gathering in New Orleans in July
2016!!

Becoming a Love and Logic Parent
Faith will offer the Becoming a Love and Logic Parent training
course on Wednesday nights beginning, January 13, 2016. We will
meet from 5:45 to 7:00 pm. The course will last for 8 weeks. The
cost of the class is $10 to pay for the workbook. A registration
form will be available in December. If you have questions, please
contact Faith.

The Recording and Broadcasting of our church services on the radio and internet has met with great success.
Many local shut ins and those who otherwise may not be able to attend worship are able to hear God’s Word. Unfortunately contributions to our radio ministry have been continuously lacking. Won’t you please consider sponsoring a Sunday broadcast? The cost is $105 per broadcast, but any donation is appreciated.

From the Finance Board
In an effort to keep the members of St. John informed about the
financial condition of the Church we are including information
about our current financial situation.
The Collapsed Income and Expense report shows the amount of
income and expenses for the year to date. Unfortunately, our
income is not keeping up with our current expenses.
—- Please see printed version of the newsletter
The Finance Board would also like to let members know of another option for giving.
Automatic Bank Withdrawal
Automatic bank withdrawal is an easier, more secure way to
make your regular contributions to the church. No need to write
checks or bring cash to church and the church is able to receive
your contribution if you are unable to attend. The church benefits from consistent and predictable cash flow and less paper
work.
If you would like to sign up for automatic bank withdrawal,
please contact the church office.
May God continue to bless all the members of St. John!
Kim,
Finance Board, Chair

Attention Youth
November 8 – Rake n’ Run & Weiner Roast
Meet in the church parking lot at 2:00. Pick
up at Welch’s Farm at 7:00 pm. Sign-up
sheets are on the youth bulletin board. We
will need quite a few drivers. Bring your
work gloves, rakes and leaf bags.
Enjoy the City Coupon Books
The Youth will, once again, be selling the Enjoy the City coupon books. Youth will be selling them between services in November and
during the Advent Dinners.
Advent Dinners will be December 2, 9 & 16.
The Youth appreciates your help with food
donations. Please see the Youth Bulletin
Board for food sign-up sheets.
Reading Buddies will meet
at 1:00pm on November 17,
and December 8.

PTF Holiday
Service Project
The PTF will be collecting
new hats, gloves, mittens,
and scarves of all sizes
again this year. Look for the Christmas
tree display in the Fellowship Hall later
this month. Bring your donations to decorate the Christmas tree.

th

Gettysburg/Washington, D.C. Trip
6th Grade Fundraiser

Help the 6 grade class get started on their fundraising for the Gettysburg/Washington, D.C. Trip and enjoy delicious Beef house rolls,
strawberry jam and apple butter at the same time! Order forms will be
sent home with students and additional forms are available in the
school office. Fill out the order form – feel free to get orders from
friends, family and co-workers. Turn in the form with payment to the
school office by Friday November 13th The orders will be delivered
to St. John Lutheran School on Friday, November 21st (time TBD).

The 6th grade Class of Obedience thanks you!

Ram Rebate

To get ready for the Christmas

shopping season, Ram Rebate
orders will be placed every
week until Christmas break (except Thanksgiving week.) Ram Rebate offers lots of special
bonuses this time of year. Sign up for Presto
Pay to take advantage of the bonus offers!
More information is available in the school
office.
Thanks to all who contributed
Box Tops for the Cubs-Cards
Contest. We raised $629.10

Music Notes
Choir schedules may be found at our church's website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html
Fall is here, and our choirs are in full swing. We're grateful for our present and new members, and
look forward to more of you joining with us! Thank you to the Sunday School children who started
things off so nicely, and to all the choirs, instrumentalists and guests who took part in our combined
Reformation Day service on October 25. We worshipped using Divine Service Setting Five, and we
had 12 hymns on the hymn board (is that a new record?) It is wonderful to have our entire worshipping community together at one service.
Sunday, November 1 we will observe All Saints Day. Several pieces by Johannes Brahms will be
included, including an arrangement for handbells, and several of his lovely Chorale Preludes for organ. Keith has made an English translation of a lovely motet by Felix Mendelssohn- “Blessed are
those who dies in the Lord” that the Men’s Choir will sing at the 10:45 service.
Alleluia Ringers
Men's Choir
Mixed Choir

Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Thursdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Thursdays 6:45 – 7:30 pm

No rehearsals November 11 or 25
No rehearsals November 12 or 26
No rehearsals November 12 or 26

Performance schedule
Sunday, November 1
(All Saints)

8:00 & 10:45 Prelude
10:45

Sunday, November 8

(Keith away)

Sunday, November 15

8:00
10:45

Lois, violin
Mixed Choir

Sunday, November 22
(Christ the King)

8:00

Men’s Choir

Sunday, November 1
(Advent 1)

10:45

Mixed Choir

Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith Williams

Alleluia Ringers
Men’s Choir

November
Anniversaries

November Birthdays
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Jeannine, Sam, Byron, Gary
Dean, Jason, Reese, Jeremy
CJ
Christian , Jacob
Sarah
Joyce, J.C.
Tim
Sarah, Presley, Lon, Henos
Larry, George, Paul
Karen, Butch
Shawn , Jonathan
Ceirra
Leah, Tucker
Barb, Rita
Gabryan, Chuck
Billy
Erica
Brian
Matthew, Mike
Kelley, Emma, Caleb, Kim, Michael, Jim
Brad, Gregory
Cheryl, John, Barry, Renae
Susie, Nancy
Jordan, Gilbert
Jennifer , Nicci
David
Silas, Mark, Crystal
Addisyn , Hannah
Todd, Jeanine, Jacob, Mark, Andrew

1
2
4
5
8
13
15
16
17
18
19
25
26
28
29
30

Ben & Wendy (12)
Bob & Sanna (26)
Byron & Lydia (59);
Herb & Virginia (59)
Alex & Sue (22);
Ron & Susan (32)
Greg & Pam (40)
Darrel & Linda (31)
Steve & Cindy (18)
Don & Delores (57)
Michael & Kiley (3)
Mike & Jill (9)
Heath & Sarah (16);
Jim & Karen (32)
Bill & Diann (54); Joe & Alicia IV
(9); Rollin & Helen (68)
Jim & Mimi (57)
Rob & Lucille (63); Troy & Brandi
(17)
Dan & Barbara (41)
Mark & Jennifer (30)

PLEASE notify the church office (3591123) if your birthday or anniversary
is missing or incorrect.

ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR OCTOBER
Sundays
Oct 4
Oct 11
Oct 18
Reformation
Oct 25

8:00 Comm
188
n/a
179

164
n/a
145

10:45 Comm
134
125
120

9:00 272 Comm 211

113
95
96

Wednesdays
Oct 7
Oct 14
Oct 21
Oct 28

7:15 Comm
29
21
24

20
20
22

2015
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1 All Saints’ Day

2

3

4

5

8:00 Holy Communion (AR)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)

9:00 MOPS
6:00 Finance Board

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:30 Fellowship Board
6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

8

9

10

11 Veterans Day

12

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
2:00 LYF Fest

6:00 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

8:05 Chapel
10:15 Adult Bible Class
10:30 Veterans Day
Program
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:00 Lifelight
10:00 Evangelism
1:30 Mary Martha
6:30 Lifelight

15 25th Sunday after Pentecost

16

17

18

19

8:00 Holy Communion
9:00 MOPS
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
6:30 LWML
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
2:00 PTF Movie & Popcorn

10:15 Adult Bible Class
1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Council
6:30 PTF

22 Last Sunday of Church Year

23

8:00 Holy Communion (MC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Newsletter Deadline

29 1st Sunday in Advent

30

24th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)

Fri

Sat

6

7

13

14

20

21

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Parish Ed
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 20-30 Something
Dinner/Games
6:45 Mixed Choir

24

25

26 Thanksgiving Day 27

28

8:05 Chapel
10:15 Adult Bible Class
7:00 Youth Board

7:15 Thanksgiving Eve
Service with Holy
Communion

Church and School
Closed

Devotions &
Hymn-sing at
Amber Glen on the
8th & 22nd at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Elliott’s day
off: Mondays

School Office
359-1714

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off: Fridays

Day School Closed

Church and School
Closed

9:00 Church
Christmas
Decorating

