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 If you grew up in the United States, then as a child 

you were probably taught the history of Thanksgiving. 

You probably learned that this holiday commemorates the 

Pilgrims and Wampanoag Indians coming together in 

1621 to share a special meal and give thanks for the har-

vest.  And it’s likely that you have always assumed that 

our national holiday originated with these same Pil-

grims who landed on the Mayflower.  Yet it wasn’t until 

1863, that Thanksgiving became a national holiday cele-

brated in November each year.   
  

 It was in fact President Abraham Lincoln who 

created this national holiday, and he did it right in the 

middle of the Civil War.  Are you kidding me?  What 

was President Lincoln thinking?  This was a time when 

brothers were fighting against brothers and were dy-

ing agonizing deaths from the barrel or blade of their 

enemies on the field of battle.   Those who survived ac-

tual combat were dying from subsequent infections from 

wounds received on the battlefield.  What could there 

possibly have been to be thankful for?  Our country was 

literally being torn in two.  And it was hard to imagine an 

end to the war and to all of the bloodshed.  
 

 Many people feel that our country is once again 

becoming polarized.  Our nation seems almost as divid-

ed and hostile to each other these days, as it was in the 

days before the Civil War.  Far more unborn babies have 

died agonizing deaths since Roe v. Wade than soldiers 

were killed during the entire Civil War.  People are disil-

lusioned with politicians and elections.  They are fearful 

of domestic terrorism, and greatly concerned about the 

failing economy. Racial tensions have returned to the 

forefront.  What could we possibly have to be thankful 

for? 
 

 The truth is, President Lincoln had it right.  The 

most difficult times are the most perfect times to give 

thanks to God.  The Apostle Paul was guided by the Ho-

ly Spirit to say in 1 Thessalonians 5:18: 

 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 

give thanks in all circumstances; for this 

is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”     

 

Did you catch that?  “Give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.”   

 So what do we have to be thankful for?  At the very 

heart of the matter, the greatest thing that we have to be 

thankful for is that the God of all grace sent His beloved 

Son to the cross in your place to take the punishment 

that you deserved upon Himself.  Christ Jesus did this so 

that whether in good times or in bad, whether in sickness 

or in health, whether in poverty or having plenty, and 

whether living or dying you belong to the Lord.  Through 

faith in Christ you have this most certain confidence … 

that God is for you, and not against you. 
 

 This Thanksgiving and every day, we can thank 

God for all of the many blessings that He bestows upon us 

through family, friends, food, and finances.  And most of 

all, we can give thanks to God for giving us faith in the 

gospel.  For the good news is that no matter how hard or 

painful this life becomes, we remain victorious in Christ 

since nothing in life or in death will ever be able to sep-

arate us from His love for us in Christ. 
 

 Keep in mind that this life is incredibly short, 

but then again … so are the sufferings of this present 

time.  Because of this, the suffering that we are presently 

enduring is hardly worth comparing to the glory that will 

soon be ours when Christ.  For when He returns Christ 

will resurrect us … body and soul … to live with Him for-

ever in a new heaven and in a new earth.   For no matter 

what is taken from us in this life … the kingdom re-

mains ours even as unending joy awaits us. 

 

 Thanksgiving is a time to celebrate God’s grace 

and goodness, even in those lean years when blessings 

seem few and scarce.  Even during terrible years and in 

tumultuous times, we are still able to recognize God’s hid-

den blessings by eyes of faith.  For adversity makes us 

recognize our own earthly limitations so that we come 

to learn to rely more and more upon God’s heavenly 

strength found in the gospel.  For it’s often only when 

we lack something, that we become thankful for the might 

and mercy of our God who is gracious in Christ to supply 

our needs … as we thank Him for all that He does to daily 

and richly bless us.  

 

              Thankful to be your Shepherd,  Pastor Mark Elliott 

Happy Thanksgiving! 



I wrestled with many different ways to begin this arti-

cle about faith.  That is how elusive a clear and unani-

mous understanding of faith can be.  There is no really 

good way to describe faith.  Faith comes from the 

Greek word pistis, which is usually translated as 

“faith,” “belief,” or “trust.”  While there are some ele-

ments of those definitions that one can attain to volun-

tarily, most of the time these things simply are.  Most 

of our experiences with faith and trust come from just 

that: experiences.  You trust the people in your life be-

cause you have had positive experiences with them and 

they have not given you any reason to doubt them. 

 

This is how it is with God, our heavenly Father.  He 

desires all of his creatures to trust in him.  He requires 

faith in Jesus Christ for salvation from sin and eternal 

death.  But he does not simply leave it at the command 

to believe.  God gives ample evidence and support for 

all people to trust in him.  Ask anyone good at defend-

ing the Christian faith and they can tell you quite clear-

ly how there is plenty of evidence that supports the 

crucifixion and death of Jesus Christ and his resurrec-

tion from the dead.  God supplies the evidence for all 

people to see and hear and then says, “Trust me.”  In 

and of himself, God is worthy to be trusted.  He is 

good, love, kind, perfect.  He is incapable of doing an-

ything sinful, evil, and wrong.  By his very nature, God 

is trustworthy.  Thankfully, he knows you and me very 

well and gives us plenty upon which we can place our 

faith. 

 

A passage from the book of Hebrews, where faith is 

mentioned over 30 times, does an ample job of defin-

ing faith for us as Christians.  Hebrews’ author begins 

the great faith hall of fame chapter (chapter 11) with 

these words: “Now faith is the assurance of things 

hoped for, the conviction of things not seen” (Hebrews 

11:1).  All of the things in that verse are intangibles.  

They cannot be seen or heard or held.  That is precisely 

the point of faith!  It is something that dwells within, 

usually said to be within the heart of mankind.  While 

faith dwells in man’s heart, it comes in through the 

brain, through the mind, through thoughts about evi-

dence presented.  Paul writes in Romans 10:17, “Faith 

comes from hearing, and hearing through the Word of 

Christ.” 

 

This leads to the important and initial understanding of 

faith: that all faith demands an object.  Faith has to be 

in something.  It has to cling to something.  It does not 

just appear in the heart out of nowhere.  It comes 

through the brain, which gets it from the ears.  The 

faith needed for salvation, saving faith alone, has to be 

in the only one who is the Way, the Truth, the Life.  

Saving faith has to be in the only one who is the path 

to the Father (John 14).  Jesus is that one.  He is the 

man!   

 

The Lutheran Confessions, specifically the Formula of 

Concord, list this out for us in the third article of the 

Solid Declaration: “First, in conversion faith is kindled 

in us by the Holy Spirit from the hearing of the Gospel.  

Faith lays hold of God’s grace in Christ, by which the 

person is justified.”  Recent newsletter articles high-

lighted the other two of the three solas of the Refor-

mation: Grace alone and Scripture alone.  The Scrip-

tures alone reveal the work of Jesus Christ on the cross 

for the forgiveness of sins.  That work of Christ is the 

full embodiment of God’s grace, which alone wins for 

us eternal life and salvation.  So, the Scriptures reveal 

how God’s grace was revealed almost 2,000 years ago.  

But how does one get from then to now, from there to 

here?  Through faith! 

 

Faith applies the grace of God to the individual sinner.  

Trust in Christ alone for forgiveness, life, and salvation 

credit the sinner with those fruits of Christ’s cross.  

Moses documented the only path God’s righteousness 

can take to get to the sinner: faith.  In Genesis 15, Mo-

ses wrote, “And [Abraham] believed the LORD, and 

he counted it to him as righteousness.”  This one pas-

sage is so telling of the need of faith and how faith 

alone saves that it is cited three different times in the 

New Testament: Romans 4:3; Galatians 3:6; James 

2:23. 

 

Jesus told Nicodemus in John 3:16, “For God so loved 

the world that he gave his only Son, that whoever be-

lieves in him will not perish but have eternal life.”  

Faith in Christ grants eternal life with God.  The Jews 

questioned Jesus in John 6: “What must we be doing to 

be doing the works of God?”  Jesus responded, “This is 

the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has 

sent” (John 6:28–29).  When it comes to how one gets 

to have forgiveness, life, and salvation, the only an-

swer Scripture ever gives is faith.  Faith in Jesus Christ 

alone.  Nothing else is permitted.  Nothing else can 

attach itself to faith in Christ for the forgiveness of 

sins.  Faith alone saves. 

 

And even that faith, saving faith, is a gift of God!  He 

has wanted you to know that so much that he has sent 

Grasping the Concept of Faith: Sola Fide and the Reformation 



 
 

 
 
 

Following Surgery:  Satomi, Melvin & Jennifer  
-brother in law and sister in law of Ellie  
 

For upcoming Surgery: Sarah  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Leona, Louis, John, Ed, Lana, Rita, Tom, Jen, 
Earl, Eleanor, Steve-son of Bob & Joan, Kim , Merv, Dave, Todd-grandson of 
Harold, Lucille, Tom, Linda -sister of Keith, Bob & Sue, John, Kent, Betty  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Jeannette, Linda, Joan, Joe, Lea, Nancy , Max-
ine , Ken, Jason -grandson of Lois  
 

For Comfort, Strength & Peace:  Letha -mother of Letha , Harriet -aunt of Joan , 
Judy-mother of Jim  
 

For Holy Matrimony:  Jeremy & Kathryn who were united in marriage  
October 15th 
 

For our Military:  Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Jim, Brandon, Luke, Christopher, 
Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson -Schmidt, Tom  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and 
the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca 
Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, 
Jamaica 

Mission Statement:  United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives  
that are  rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   

to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

Let Us Pray 
 

LWML is preparing for a year 

with lots of new projects.  We hope 
that everyone will come out to sup-
port us, either by attending our 
meetings and working on the pro-
jects, or by donating items and 
money to support those pro-
jects.  One of our new projects this 
year is to send care packages to 
college students at finals time, to 
provide support and let them 
know that their church family is 
thinking of them.  Any member of 
the congregation is encouraged to 
provide the name and address of 
their college student for this pro-
ject.  Please send names and ad-
dresses to Rochelle Funderburg.  A 
list of items that we will be includ-
ing in the packages and for which 
we will seek donations will be sent 
out at a later date.  We also encour-
age you to donate your spare 
change at our door offering on 
LWML Sunday, October 2, or pro-
vide donations at any time as we 
will use some of the money to cov-
er postage costs for these packages. 

pastor after pastor to make you memorize the clearest passage that speaks that truth: Ephesians 2:8–9, which again 

says, “For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a 

result of works, so that no one may boast.”  Grace is a gift.  Scripture is a gift.  Faith is a gift.  Forgiveness, life, 

and salvation are all gifts to you in and through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

Such is the message that was hidden by the Christian Church through the piling on of works righteousness, venera-

tion of saints, elevation of the Virgin Mary, worship of relics, vows of poverty and chastity, and the purchasing of 

indulgences.  Thanks be to God, the truth of God’s gifts for all sinners was uncovered once more through the 

events we and all history call the Reformation.  God always preserves his Church on earth, and he does so through 

the preaching of his Holy Gospel and the giving of the Sacraments.  These means of God’s grace richly give to you 

all you need for the strengthening of your faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

The Lord Jesus bless you and keep you as you live by faith in him alone! 
 

Pastor Caithamer 



Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the  
second Thursday of each month to Original Pancake 

House for food and fellowship, and devo-
tion and prayers led by Pastor Caithamer.  

Please join us this month on Thursday, No-
vember 10th, at 7:00am. 

Mary Martha's Bake Sale and Indoor Garage Sale 

will be from 9:00am to Noon on Saturday, November 

12 in the Fellowship Hall.  Donations of baked goods 

are welcomed, as well as small items to sell (no 

clothing).  Join us for coffee and rolls at the Bake 

Sale on Saturday, November 12 from 9:00 a.m. to 

noon. Questions?  Contact Joyce . 

Save the Date – Sunday School  Christmas  

Program is Sunday, December 18th at 4pm.  Students 
will rehearse during Sunday School. 

Family Advent Night         
at St. John Lutheran Church 

Friday December 2nd  
5:30pm- 7:30pm 

Activities are for Preschool – 5th Grade.   

 
Come as a family for Devotions, Christmas Carols and crafts.   

Pizza will be provided. 

 
Parents need to supervise children during all activities. 

 
RSVP to Pam  with how many so we can plan for food or sign up on the board near the Fel-

lowship Hall. 

Church Decorating 
Saturday, November 26th 

9:00am 
We can use your help decorating 
the Church for Christmas and  
Advent.  Refreshments will be  
provided. 

Please join us in honoring Veterans 

at our Veteran's Day Assembly at 

10:30am on November 11th.  The 

school band, middle school students, 

and special guests from the VFW Post 

5520 will be participating in this spe-

cial event.  We invite any and all 

church members, especially our Veter-

ans, to join with the school students 

and families in honoring those who have served in our 

nation's military.  The assembly will be held in the gym 

and will last about 30 minutes, culminating with a gun 

salute in the back parking lot. 



From the Finance Board 
In an effort to keep the members of St. John in-
formed about the financial condition of the 
Church we are including information about our 
current financial situation. 
 

The Collapsed Income and Expense report on 
the next page shows the amount of income and 
expenses for the year to date.  
 

Below is a report showing the quantity of enve-
lope giving for the month of Sep 2016. 
 

 
 

May God continue to bless all the  
members of St. John! 
 

Finance Board 

Quantity of  
Envelopes   
Sep 2016 

Monthly  
Dollar Amount 

146 0 

125 $1-$250 

39 $251-$500 

12 $501-$750 

7 $751-$1000 

7 $1001 and up 

Principal Search - The Call Commit-
tee has been established. The members 
of the committee are: Pastor Elliott, 
Pastor Caithamer, Matt Kaufman, Bill 
Schmidt, Kylene Gilbert, Susan Mihm, 
Elizabeth Crawford, Pam Rudick and 
Faith Block. If you have names of  
possible candidates or qualifications 
you would like us to consider, please 
speak with a member of the committee.  
Please pray for the committee for  
wisdom as we search for a principal. 
Please also be praying for our future 
principal.  

Fundraisers for Washington, DC -  

Yankee Candles and Spirit Cups 
 

Support the St. John students by purchasing Yankee Candle products 

or Spirit Cups.  The Yankee Candle catalog features fall and Christ-

mas decorative candle holders and scented candles.  The Spirit Cups 

are $20 for a 4-pack of 18oz cups or a 2-pack of 16oz. travel cups or 

$34 for both sets.   All MLB, NHL, and NFL teams are available, as 

well as 5 branches of the U.S. Military and many colleges, including 

the U of I.  Samples of the cups are in the school office.   Catalogs 

are available on the Narthex table.  All orders are due by Monday, 

November 14th.  To place an order, please contact the school office at 

359-1714 or kschmidt@stjohnls. 

 

The voter’s budget meeting is scheduled 
for Sunday, December 4th, at 1:00pm.  

OAFC (Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ) is return-

ing to St. John for the National New Year's Gather-

ing December 29 at 2pm-Jan 1 after church services 

at St. John. We invite teens and adults to join us as 

we share in music, Bible study, witnessing meth-

ods, canvassing, uplifting speakers and fellowship 

time. It is a busy time of year and even if you or 

your teen can join us for just part of the gathering it 

would be a blessing! OAFC group will be staying at 

the school during this time. We will ask the congre-

gation to provide snacks. A sign up sheet will be on 

the youth bulletin board. Please call/text Vanessa 

Ruhlig if you are able to join us, 630/672-5001 or 

email ruhligvanessa83@gmail.com. 

Tour, Lands of Luther plus Switzerland 11 days, July 
10-20, 2017. Visiting Berlin, Wittenberg, Eisleben, 
Leipzig, Eisenach, Erfurt Augsburg, and more. Pastors 
Jim Wright of Altamont and Bill Emrick of St. Peter 
will host this tour. We will be seeing the places Mar-
tin Luther lived and worked as well as Lucerne, Swit-
zerland, Heidelberg, Munich, and the Rhine Valley. 
Cost is $3,999 from St. Louis. Contact Rev. Wright at 
jimwright1961@gmail.com or call 217-821-2165 or 
Rev. Emrick at wce46@hotmail.com or call 618-349-
8342. 

tel:630%2F672-5001
mailto:ruhligvanessa83@gmail.com
mailto:jimwright1961@gmail.com
mailto:wce46@hotmail.com


2 Jeannine, Sam, Byron, Gary  
3 Dean, Jason , Robert, Jeremy  
4 CJ  
5 Christian, Jacob  
6 Sarah  
7 Joyce, J.C.  
8 Tim  
9 Sarah, Presley, Lon, Henos  
10 Larry, George, Paul  
11 Karen, Butch  
12 Shawn, Jonathan  
13 Ceirra  
14 Tucker  
15 Barb, Rita  
16 Gabryan, Chuck  
17 Billy  
18 Erica  
19 Brian  
20 Matthew, Mike  
21 Kelley, Emma, Kim, Michael, Jim  
22 Brad, Gregory  
23 Cheryl, John, Barry, Renae  
24 Susie, Nancy  
25 Jordan, Gilbert  
26 Jennifer, Nicci  
27 David  
28 Silas , Mark , Crystal  
29 Addisyn , Hannah  
30 Todd , Jeanine, Jacob, Mark, Andrew  

1 Ben & Wendy (13) 

2 Bob & Sanna (27) 

4 Byron & Lydia (60);                      

Herb & Virginia (60) 

5 Alex & Sue (23);                              

Ron & Susan (33) 

8 Greg & Pam (41) 

13 Darrel & Linda (32) 

15 Steve & Cindy (19) 

16 Don & Delores (58) 

17 Michael & Kiley (4) 

18 Mike & Jill (10) 

19 Heath & Sarah (17);                              

Jim & Karen (33) 

25 Bill & Diann (55); Joe & Alicia IV 

(10); Rollin & Helen (69) 

26 Jim & Mimi (58) 

28 Troy & Brandi (18) 

29 Dan & Barbara (42) 

30 Mark & Jennifer (31) 

November Birthdays 

Sundays 8:00 Comm  10:45 Comm 
 Oct 2 185 132   84   80   
 Oct 9 158 108 125   98 
 Oct 16 186 149 117 105 
 Oct 23 169 128   95   69 
 Reformation 
 Oct 30 181 148 108   93 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-

1123 ) if your birthday or anniversary 

is missing or incorrect.   

Wednesdays   7:15  Comm 

 Oct 5 35  29     
 Oct 12          26      20                       
 Oct 19 22 19             
 Oct 26 18 16  

ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR OCTOBER 

November 

Anniversaries 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions &  

Hymn-sing at  

Amber Glen on the  

13th & 27th at 2:30pm 

 

Church Office 

359-1123 
 

School Office 

359-1714 

1 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  5:30 Fellowship Board 

  6:30 School Board 

  7:00 Trustees 

2 
5:45 Midweek School 

5:45 Lifelight 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

 

3 
  9:00 Lifelight 

12:30 Widow’s Group 

  6:00 Men’s Choir 

  6:30 Lifelight 

  6:45 Mixed Choir 

4 5 

6  All Saints’ Day 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

 
Daylight Savings Time Ends 

 

7 
9:00 MOPS 

8 
6:00 Elders 

9 
  8:05 Chapel 

10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  5:45 Midweek School 

  5:45 Lifelight 

  6:00 Handbells 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

10 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer  

          Breakfast 

  9:00 Lifelight 

10:00 Evangelism 

  1:30 Mary Martha 

  6:00 Men’s Choir 

  6:30 Lifelight 

  6:45 Mixed Choir 

11   Veterans Day 

 

10:30 Veteran’s Day  

          Ceremony 

 

12 
9:00 Mary Martha’s  

        Bake Sale &  

        Indoor Garage 

        Sale 

13 25th Sunday after Trinity 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion (MC) 

14 
6:00 Finance Board 

15 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  1:00 Reading Buddies 

  6:00 Council 

16 
8:05 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

17 
6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

18 19 

20  Last Sunday of the  

            Church Year 

  8:00 Holy Communion (MxC) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion 

21 
9:00 MOPS 

6:30 LWML 

 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

22 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

  7:00 Youth Board 

23  Day School Closed 

8:05 Chapel 

5:30 PTF 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Thanksgiving Eve 

         Service with Holy  

         Communions 

24  Thanksgiving Day 

 
 

Church & School 

closed 

25 

 
Church & School 

closed 

26 
9:00 Decorate the  

        Sanctuary 

27  First Sunday of Advent 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class, 

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy Communion (MC) 

28 
6:00 Parish Ed 

 

 

29 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 

   

30 
8:05 Chapel 

3:30 Advent Service 

5:45 Midweek School 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Advent Service 

Pastor Elliott’s day 

off:  Mondays 
 

Pastor Caithamer’s 

day off:  Fridays 

  

November 2016 


