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Thanksgiving and Stewardship
“Now it is superfluous for me to write to you about the
ministry for the saints, for I know your readiness, of
which I boast about you to the people of Macedonia,
saying that Achaia has been ready since last year. And
your zeal has stirred up most of them (2 Corinthians
9:1–2).” The apostle Paul writes these words to the
Christians in Corinth deep into his second letter to
them. The presence of the two letters as found in the
Scriptures, along with possibly others, indicates the
closeness Paul felt with his brothers and sisters in
Christ in that place. Do not be misled; Paul had his ups
and downs with the Corinthian Christians as they
wrestled with the Christian faith and their lives as
Greeks. Nevertheless, Paul felt genuinely compelled to
praise them for their willingness to assist in the ministry of the Word.
Now, I cannot honestly say that I have boasted about
you, the members of St. John, to the people of
Macedonia. I can say that I share with St. Paul a
similar compulsion to give thanks to our Lord for the
work his people do in the church. And my compulsion
is for the great things you have been able to do as the
body of Christ in this place this past year. When
unexpected expenses arose, you rose to the occasion
and graciously gave of the bounty God had given to
you. When asked to contribute extra financially to
support the victims of the hurricanes in Texas and
Florida, you did so gladly and willingly. When called
upon to support the upcoming missionary work of
Deaconess Kim Bueltmann and the continuing work of
Rev. Micah Wildauer and his family, you answered the
call without hesitation. When proposed with the
daunting task of planning and executing a worthy
celebration of the 500th anniversary of the Reformation,
you did not balk for an instant, but tackled the event
with joy and excitement.
These examples only scratch the surface of the ways
you, the people of St. John, have served our Lord by
caring for each other and those in our community and
country. I know that none of you do what you do,
fulfilling your vocations, for recognition and gratitude,
but it is due you nonetheless. Your humble nature in
caring for others makes it that much easier to express

this gratitude to you. I know that it is by the grace of
God in our Lord Jesus Christ that fills your hearts with
gladness and a desire to serve, and so to him belongs
all glory and praise. As his redeemed, you faithfully
receive the Holy Spirit’s guidance and direction in your
lives, following his lead on how best to help. I am truly
thankful to our Lord to be your pastor here in this
place. My prayer for you is that you continue in this
loving way, filled with the love of Christ, and that I can
help and not hinder this work. I am also truly
appreciative for all that you have done to show your
love and support to my family and me throughout our
time here. Your kindness and care overwhelm us daily
and we thank our God for you.
Not only do you feel compelled to give from the
financial wealth God has given to you, you also give
freely of the time and abilities God has given to you as
well. Even as the congregation needs finances to
continue on, just as much does it need the willingness
of her members to donate their time and talents. All of
these great gifts flesh out the very concept of
stewardship. Perhaps, the most important driving
factor of great stewardship is understanding the very
meaning of that word. A steward is not the owner of
the items in their possession but rather the manager of
them. When we understand that money, time,
possessions, and even our abilities truly belong to God,
it becomes easier to use them more freely. Less
inclined are we to hold on to those things and more
willing we become to use them as God has given them
to us to use.
Also in 2 Corinthians 9, St. Paul writes: “Whoever sows
sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” This,
no doubt, flows out of our Lord Jesus’ own teaching
about the gifts God gives his people, saying, “To everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an
abundance” (Matthew 25:29). Sowing bountifully does
take faith. As sinners, it can be hard to let go of our
things, our time, our money, our possessions. In his
great wisdom, King Solomon wrote in
continued

Proverbs 11:24, “One gives freely, yet grows all the richer; another withholds what he should give, and only suffers
want.” You may not see an immediate gain, so the reluctance is naturally there. Yet, you can bank on the promises of
our Lord to you, that he will provide for you in all that you need. You confess this in the first article of the Creed, as
Luther’s explanation teaches: “He daily and richly provides me with all that I need to support this body and life.”
And fear not, “God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you
may abound in every good work” (2 Corinthians 9:8). When you practice good stewardship and trust that God will
provide for you, without going to the extreme and living recklessly, God will take care of you. If you use his gifts
wisely for the benefit of others, why would he prevent you from doing so more and more? This is not a get-rich-quick
scheme. It is simply God’s way of guiding you to trust him that he will take care of your needs as you seek to take
care of others as well.
God does love a cheerful giver, as Paul writes. If you struggle with giving cheerfully, know that you are not alone!
And fear not: God also loves the less-than-cheerful giver too. For his love for you is not dependent on your attitude
in giving. Rather, his love is shown to you in Jesus. By faith in Jesus Christ, given to you in Baptism and strengthened
in the Lord’s Supper (which is how you practice being a good steward of the faith God has given you!), you receive the
love of God. It is in appreciation of all that Christ Jesus has done for you that you give back to God what is his with a
cheerful heart, a heart cheered by the true Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Allow the words of the Offertory to dwell in your minds and hearts this Thanksgiving season as you enjoy the harvest
of gifts God has given to you and as you gather with friends and family to give God thanks: “What shall I render to the
LORD for all his benefits to me? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LORD, I will pay my
vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people…I will offer to you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call on the
name of the LORD. I will pay my vows to the LORD in the presence of all his people, in the courts of the house of the
LORD, in your midst, O Jerusalem. Praise the LORD!” God’s benefits to us are truly many! And so our thanks and
praise, our offerings to him should be many as well. And done in the midst of Jerusalem, among the very people of
God, your dear brothers and sisters in Christ. God grant it all for Jesus’ sake!
Giving thanks always to God our Father for you, my dear brothers and sisters in Christ!
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: The family of Walt at his death September 29, Mark & Letha at
the death of Mark’s mother Mildred October 12
Following Surgery: Gary
Hospitalized: Phyllis , Gladys
For Healing and Recovery: Linda, Lois, Leona, Eunice, Larry, Esther, Barbara, Marta -granddaughter
of Steve & Pam, Lucille, Ellie, Bruce, Doug -friend of Chuck , Rachel -niece of Judy, Jack, Joyce-sister
of Joan, Bobby -brother of Cindy, Nicholas -grandson of Tony & Jill, Cathy -sister of Millie, Dale -brother
in law of Ellie, Stephen -son of Ken, Merv, John, Todd -grandson of Harold, Tom
For Successful Treatments: Dave, Jeannette, Joan, Connie-sister in law of Linda, Nancy, Maxine,
Jason-grandson of Lois, Ken
For our Military: Taylor, Andy, Jim, Brandon, Heath, Christopher, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar
Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite
and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Mission
Statement:
United in faith,
we serve the
Kingdom of God
by building lives
that are rooted
in the Word,
centered on
Christ, and
motivated by
Grace;
to reflect Christ’s
love and share
His Gospel with
all.

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited
the second Thursday of each month to
Original Pancake House for food and
fellowship, and devotion and prayers led
by Pastor Caithamer. Please join us this month on
Thursday, November 9th, at 7:00am.
Decorating the Sanctuary - Please join us on
Saturday morning, December 2, to help
decorate the sanctuary for Christmas. We
welcome any and all volunteers! Many hands
will make the work go quickly.

Faith and Family Night - Thank you to everyone who
came to our first Faith & Family Night in October. We had a great
time! Families with children of all ages are
invited to join us for our next evening together on Friday, November 3. We'll start with dinner (taco bar), have a
devotion, and then have activities for both kids and adults. Times
are 5:30-7:00pm, but feel free to come late or leave early as necessary. A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board near the
fellowship hall. We hope to see both new and returning families.

Mary Martha will hold its annual bake sale and
white elephant sale on Saturday, November 4 from
9:00 a.m. until noon. Donations of baked goods or
white elephant items would be welcomed.

December Voter’s Budget Meeting will take place
on the first Sunday (Dec. 3) at 1:00pm in the
Fellowship Hall.
Youth Group Rake and Run Servant
Event and Wiener Roast: Sunday
November 12 1:30 -7 pm. Bring your
rake and large paper leaf bags and join
us as we rake leaves for those who
need help with this Fall job. All are invited to join us as we'll need lots of help!
We will end the evening with food, fellowship and more fun at the Welch's farm. So
please bring a side or dessert to share. We will also need parent helpers and drivers. There is a sign
up outside the church office on the bulletin board so
please be sure to let us know if you are coming and
if you can help drive. If you need your lawn raked,
or have questions please contact Vanessa.

Veteran’s Day Assembly
St. John Lutheran School will host an assembly
honoring veterans at 10:30 on November 11th.
The event features a Presentation of Colors by
the Champaign VFW Post, patriotic music played
by our band, student presentations and a 21 gun
salute (held outside). Everyone is invited!

LWML—If you have college students who would like to
receive a package during finals, please provide his or
her name and address to Rochelle Funderburg or Linda
Thiele. We will be putting these together at our
meeting on November 20. December 9 is our cookie
walk. There will be a sign- up sheet for cookies, and

2017 Christmas Eve
&
Christmas Day
Services
E.A.T. Night for our school continues this month!
Come on out for food, fun, and fellowship at El Toro
Bravo at 2561 W. Springfield on Monday, November
13. This fundraiser will be good all day long, from El
Toro’s opening at 7am to their closing at 9pm. El Toro
will give back 20% of all purchases throughout the
entire day, including the sale of gift certificates!! So,
be sure to grab a flier from the narthex table or print
one out from our school’s website: www.stjohnls.com.
Hope to see you there!

This year Christmas Eve
falls on a Sunday.
Services for December
24th will be 9:00am with
no Sunday School or Bible
Class, and then there will
be 2 Christmas Eve
Services beginning at
5:00pm and 10:00pm.
Christmas Day
we will have a 10:00am service with Holy
Communion.

Music Notes
Thanks to all who put extraordinary time and effort into our Reformation celebrations, both morning
and afternoon. Your hard work and dedication contributed greatly to making our 500th anniversary
services a very special experience for me and everyone else who attended.
Rehearsals for our Adult Choirs continue on our usual schedule in the church balcony. Please note
the special schedule for this month.
Wednesdays, from 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Alleluia Ringers
No rehearsal 11.8 or 11.22
Thursdays, from 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Men’s Choir
Only November rehearsal is 11.9 – be there!
Thursdays, from 6:45 – 7:30 pm*
Mixed Choir
November rehearsals 6:45 11.9
*6:00 on 11.16
We rejoice that we have welcomed new members to each of the choirs this Fall. You, too, would be
most welcome to join us! There are still Handbells to be claimed for use that otherwise go unrung,
and we have several more (comfortable) choir chairs for available for singers.

November 5 8:00 (10:45?)
November 12
8:00
10:45
November 19
8:00
10:45
November 26
December 3
8:00
December 10
10:45
December 17
8:00
10:45
December 24
morning
5:00 pm
10:00 pm

Alleluia Ringers
Men’s Choir
K-3 School Choir
Lois, violin
Mixed Choir
No Choirs – instrumentalists especially welcome!
Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude)
Men’s Choir
Lois
Mixed Choir
t.b.d.
Alleluia Ringers & Mixed Choir
Men’s Choir

With the first Sunday of December we will start the new Church Year, once again entering the Advent
season of joyful anticipation and expectation of our Lord’s birth. It is both a joy and challenge to be
thinking ahead and planning now, while simultaneously preparing for and marking the end of the
teaching season of the Church Year, culminating with the Last Sunday of the Church Year – Christ the
King, on November s6.

Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith Williams

The Annual St. John Lutheran
Box Top Baseball Contest has ended.
Final Score
Cubs - 2869
Cards - 2368
Keep Saving your Box Tops! There will be
another contest after Christmas break.

St. John Lutheran Custom
Cups On sale now for $3.00
Stop by the school or church
office and get yours today!

Spirit Day and Pep Band
Friday November 3rd
Come out and support or boys and
girls basketball teams as they host
St. John’s Buckley. Games start at
6pm. The St. John Pep Band will
play during both Games.

Let’s fill the bleachers with blue and gold!
Go Rams!!
First Semester Chapel Offerings

Marta’s Mission
Marta is the granddaughter of Steve and Pam .
Mrs. Haase is a former Teacher. On Sunday, May
28, Marta suffered a severe fall while hiking with
her family. She has been recovering from injuries
to her brain. Marta has had and will continue to
have many therapy and doctor appointments.
Money we raise through our chapel offerings will
go to help the family with the ongoing expenses of
her treatment. On the bulletin board outside the
fellowship hall you can see a picture of Marta.
You can follow Marta’s recovery by registering at
the Caring Bridge website.
To date, offerings had totaled $585.17.

St. John Cross Country Season Wrap-up
We had another great season! Several new athletes joined the
team. Most of our runners set a PR (personal record), and everyone's time came down significantly from the start of the season. We had several runners on our team that won individual
medals or ribbons at multiple meets. Ribbons or medals are usually given to the top 5-15 individual runners in each race. Almost
all of the cross country meets are held against much larger
teams, which makes a good team score challenging for our smaller team. But our teams did well this season! At The Decatur
Festival Meet, a large meet held against public, private, and Lutheran schools, our boys teams placed 9th and our girls team
placed 5th. At the Central Illinois District Meet, the boys and
girls teams both placed 3rd. Our final meet was the Lutheran
Sports Association State Meet with Lutheran schools coming
from all over Illinois (Springfield, Peoria, Chicago and St. Louis
Area). At the LSA State Meet, our boys placed 7th out of 18
teams. Our girls placed 9th out of 16 teams, but were only 3
points from 8th place. Peter, Meaghan and Josie qualified for the
Lutheran National XC Championship for their grade level. Peter
competed in the National meet held on the Concordia campus in
Mequon, WI and ran a strong race, close to his PR time.

Congratulations to all of our XC Athletes for a great season
– keep running!

Blake, Elizabeth, Nicholas, Hannah, Claudia, Jack,
Peter, Grey, Sarah,
Mariclare, A.J., Meaghan, Josie
and Kevin

From the Finance Board
In an effort to keep the members of St. John
informed about the financial condition of the Church we are
including information about our current financial situation.
The Collapsed
Income and Expense report on the printed newsletter
shows the amount of income and expenses for the year to
date. Below is a report showing the quantity of envelope
giving for the month of Sep 2017.
May God continue to bless all the members of St. John!
Finance Board

School News
I want to take this time to let you know about the service projects our students perform for our church/school building and
the community. Our Little Lamb, Kindergarten/First graders and Second/Third graders will be going over to Round Barn on
November 15 to sing songs and perform short plays for the residence. Our Middle School students go over to Round Barn
once a month to help with food distribution. They organize the donated food items, help the residents shop and carry the
groceries to their rooms.
Once a week our Middle School students take care of the recycling in the building and help with other projects. The Fourth
and Fifth grade class help stock the food pantry. (Once a month our chapel offering is to collect food items for the food
pantry.) The Second and Third grade class sends cards to shut-ins, and picks up trash and sticks around the church/
school grounds. The kindergarten and first graders also help with the clean up.
In addition to the service projects, our students support others through their chapel offerings. This semester our offerings
are going to help Marta Wehrspann. She is the granddaughter of Pam and Steve Haase. You can check out the information board near the Fellowship Hall.
Our students are learning the importance of service and helping others. The students look forward to these service times. I
am so thankful for our teachers who model this servant attitude.
As always, I am thankful for the many donations given to help the school run smoothly.
Blessings,
Faith Block, Interim Principal

November
Anniversaries

November Birthdays
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Jeannine, Sam, Byron, Gary
Dean, Jason, Robert, Jeremy
CJ
Christian, Jacob
Clayton, Sarah
Joyce, J.C.
Tim
Sarah, Presley, Lon, Henos
Larry, George, Paul
Karen, Butch
Shawn, Jonathan
Ceirra
Tucker
Barb, Rita
Gabryan, Chuck
Billy
Erica
Brian
Matthew, Mike
Kelley, Emma, Kim, Michael, Jim
Brad, Gregory
Cheryl, John, Barry, Renae
Susie, Nancy
Jordan, Gilbert
Jennifer, Nicci
David
Mark , Crystal
Addisyn, Hannah
Todd, Jeanine, Jacob, Mark , Andrew

1
4
5
8
13
15
16
17
18
19
25
26
28
29
30

Ben & Wendy (14)
Byron & Lydia (61);
Herb & Virginia (61)
Alex & Sue (24);
Ron & Susan (34)
Greg & Pam (42)
Darrel & Linda (33)
Steve & Cindy (20)
Don & Delores (59)
Michael & Kiley (5)
Mike & Jill (11)
Heath & Sarah (18);
Jim & Karen (34)
Bill & Diann (56); Joe & Alicia IV
(11); Rollin & Helen (70)
Jim & Mimi (59)
Troy & Brandi (19)
Dan & Barbara (43)
Mark & Jennifer (32)

PLEASE notify the church office (3591123 ) if your birthday or anniversary
is missing or incorrect.

ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR OCTOBER
Sundays
Oct 1
Oct 8
Oct 15
Oct 22
Reformation
Oct 29

8:00 Comm

10:45 Comm

163
167
168
141

125
129
132
114

139
97
120
117

88
90
86
95

201

157

114

85

Special Reformation Vespers Service 4:00pm: 365

Wednesdays
Oct 4
Oct 11
Oct 18
Oct 25

7:15 Comm
29
23
28
19

22
17
20
15

2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 12th & 26th
at 2:30pm

Pastor Caithamer’s

Church Office
359-1123

5 All Saints’ Day Obs.

8:00 Holy Communion
9:00 MOPS
(Alleluia Ringers)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class

9:00 Lifelight
5:30 Faith & Family
12:30 Widow’s Group
Night
6:30 Lifelight

7

8

9

10 Veteran’s Day Obs. 11

10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:30 Fellowship Board
6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:00 Lifelight
10:00 Evangelism
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

10:30 Veteran’s Day
Assembly

16

17

18

24

25

14

15

1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders

8:05 Chapel
6:00 Mixed Choir
10:00Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

19 23rd Sunday after Trinity

21

22 Day School closed 23

8:00 Holy Communion
9:00 MOPS
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
6:30 LWML
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
(Mixed Choir)
1:00 New Member Class

8:05 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

5:30 PTF
7:15 Thanksgiving Eve
Service w/Holy
Communion

26

28

29

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 Stewardship
7:00 Youth Board

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

Last Sunday of Church Year

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

13

20

27

Sat

5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

School Office
359-1714

3

8:00 Holy Communion
E.A.T. @ El Toro on
(Men’s Choir)
Springfield (all day)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
6:00 Finance Board
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class

22nd Sunday after Trinity

Fri

2

Daylight Savings Time Ends

12

Thu

1

day off: Fridays

6

Wed

Thanksgiving Day

Church & School
closed

30

4

Church & School
closed
Newsletter Deadline

9:00 Mary Martha
Bazaar

