St. John Lutheran Church

THE ST. JOHN NEWS
November 2018
Amazement Continues
“First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and
all who are in high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and
quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. This is good, and it
is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, who desires all
people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth” (1 Timothy 2:1–4).

continue to serve in our school have a love for our students
that is challenging to match. They thoroughly enjoy serving our
Lord by educating and raising up these young people in the
ways of the Gospel. And we were especially blessed this year
with the addition of Mr. Timothy Gabbert, our new principal,
and his wife, Vicki, who teaches in the middle grades of our
school. They bring with them a love of life, of nature, and of
the Gospel of our Lord which they regularly share with our
It is that time of year again when we reflect on all that God has youth. They quite naturally fit in with the rest of our staff who
given to us and done for us for which we are thankful. Chief
already do the same! And we give special thanks for the great
among God’s gifts to us is the forgiveness of sins, life, and
work Mrs. Faith Block did as our interim principal. Her
salvation that Jesus Christ alone has won for us by his suffering knowledge of our school and her gentle demeanor was precisely
and death on the cross. Without his saving work, nothing else what we needed during a time of transition.
would matter. Flowing forth from that Gospel message, God
has richly blessed us yet again here at St. John. The major
My amazement with the people of St. John continues to grow
celebrations of Christ’s life have once more received proper
each day! My family and I are very happy to be here and to
attention and celebration by many of our brothers and sisters
share the fellowship of our Lord together. Our good and
here at St. John. I give thanks to God for all of those who lead gracious God has done wondrous things in the 163 years of this
our musical offerings at St. John and those who participate in
congregation’s existence and I pray that his work among us
them, including our vocal and instrumental choirs. Our Lord
continues and do not doubt that it will! God promises to bless
Christ is truly worthy of our praise and our choirs most
those who remain faithful to him (Psalm 1:1–3; Isaiah 3:10) and
certainly enrich our time spent in giving Christ that praise.
we do that simply by holding ever fast to the unchanging gifts
of Word and Sacrament, even though people and the world
Many members of St. John have once again answered the call
change all around us.
to serve in various offices and on boards for the betterment of
the whole church (you can find their pictures and titles on the On a little different note, when I attend our district pastors’
wall across from the church office). Without their willingness conferences, I am exposed to various organizations and
to serve and attend meetings, we could not continue to supply opportunities that exist within our district and our synod that
the opportunities we have in our worship, our Bible classes,
are available for our use. Some of them are financial
and our fellowship gatherings. The women of our Lutheran
institutions that provide loans and grants for congregations to
Women’s Missionary League (LWML) and our Mary Martha
use and allow for investment opportunities for congregations
group continue to provide chances for ladies to gather and
and individuals alike. Others are the various ministries that
serve the Lord with their time and talents. All of those ladies
exist in our area that desire our support. It is in a spirit of
who provide for our funeral luncheons often do their work
gratefulness to you and in love for others around that I share
without notice, but they are truly a blessing to the families that some of that information with you below. And, please forgive
enter our doors to be comforted by the Gospel of Jesus.
me if you already know these things!
Over fifty of our congregational members gave up hours of
their day for the entire week of our Vacation Bible School
(VBS) again this past summer. Our VBS is a fine, well-oiled
machine that enjoys the willingness to serve of many who are
VBS veterans and who encourage new helpers to arise. Our
Lord used our VBS to bring over 150 children into contact
with the Word of the Gospel. While we may not see the fruits
of that labor immediately, or even in our lifetimes, we can take
comfort in knowing that God’s Word has been proclaimed,
and it will not return to him void! (Isaiah 55:11).
And, of course, rejoicing in our Lord continues to be due for
his ongoing blessings upon our school. The teachers that

Resources for Your Use
One of the blessings of belonging to a church body such as
ours is that it has been in existence for over 170 years! With
that 170 years of history comes the fellowship of over 6,100
congregations and over 2.3 million baptized members in the
synod. Lutheran churches in America originally joined together
to better perform mission work in foreign countries, along with
building up support and harmony with like-minded Lutherans.
Now, over a century and a half later, we are able to reap the
benefits of such a great portion of the body of Christ.
We belong to one of 35 districts in The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod (LCMS). What does that mean for continued

our church and for you as individual Lutherans? You have access to Lutheran-run entities such as the following for investments,
loans, and estate planning:
�
Church Extension Fund (www.cidlcms.org/cidextension.html)
Mission: The mission of the Central Illinois District (CID) Church Extension Fund (CEF) is to make funds and
services available to congregations within the CID for building efforts. CEF accomplishes its purpose primarily
by making loans to congregations for acquiring land, building/enhancing worship and educational facilities, and/
or purchasing parsonages/teacherages for its rostered workers. These loans are made at rates often below those
of commercial lending institutions. The savings in interest, fees, and prepayment penalties helps congregations
pay off their loan(s) more quickly than would be possible with a typical lending institution.
�

LCMS Foundation (www.lcmsfoundation.org)
From the website: The LCMS Foundation has many resources and consulting opportunities for ministry organizations. The Foundation was chartered as a companion to all LCMS ministries and congregations. We have
more than fifty years of experience with supporting ministry leaders in their efforts to build up treasures dedicated to serving the Lord. Congregations, schools, recognized service organizations and other ministries invest with
the Foundation because of our financial expertise and focus on supporting the ministry of the LCMS.

�

Lutheran Church Extension Fund (lcef.org)
From the website: LCEF has served as the financial extension of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
(LCMS) since 1978, offering funding and resources in support of the Church. When you invest with LCEF,
you're providing for the creation and growth of congregations and ministries across the country… LCEF empowers LCMS ministries with every dollar invested. And with nearly 60,000 investors, we’ve been able to make a
difference for thousands of ministries. We provide customized loans and support services to new and growing
ministries as well as loans for Rostered Church Workers who dedicate their lives to sharing the Gospel.

Our Central Illinois District (www.cidlcms.org/missions) also has the following ministries available for our continued prayer and
support:

Bethesda Lutheran Communities

Camp CILCA

Campus Ministry

Deaf Ministry

Prison Ministry

Foreign Ministry
Our synodical ministries include:
▪ Lutheran Church Charities (Comfort Dog Ministry)
▪ Lutheran Hour Ministries
▪ Lutheran Women’s Missionary League
▪ Lutherans for Life
▪ LCMS World Relief and Human Care
▪ Campus, Rural, Black, Urban, and Hispanic Ministries
▪ Military Chaplaincy Program
▪ Concordia University System
Visit lcms.org/service for more!!
You can support these ministries and invest in these entities in addition to your ongoing support for St. John! Our primary
calling is to provide Word and Sacrament ministry to Missouri Synod Lutherans in the Champaign area. On top of that, our
congregation fully supports our Lutheran day school, supports local radio ministry, makes contributions to our synod’s
seminaries, to our district’s operations, to the Lutheran Church in Latvia, to the Lutheran Mission in Jamaica, to the work of
Deaconess Kim Bueltmann in Germany, and to the Lutheran radio program, Issues, ETC.
Our good and gracious God abundantly gives us all things for our well-being and for those around us. I am thankful that God
uses you to help this ongoing work of bringing the Gospel to our section of the world and to others throughout the world. God
expects much of those to whom he has given much (Luke 12:48), and you continually do not disappoint!
The Lord bless you and keep you this holiday season and always as we continue on in the vocations God has given us in this
place!
With a heart swelling with love for you and with thankfulness for your steadfast faith in Christ Jesus, our Lord,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Cassandra and family at the death of her grandfather Robert , Bill and Kim and family at
the death of Bill’s mother Anna, Ann and family at the death of husband Ed, Jim & Karen and Linda and family at the
death of Frank
Following Surgery: Don, Andy, Vicky
Hospitalized: Leona
For Healing and Recovery: Beth -daughter in law of Lois, Margaret, Earl, Joe, Jan, Judy, Joyce, Judy-sister of Larry, Dan-brother
of Bonnie, Bill-son in law of Dave & Donna, Lois, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel-niece of Judy, Cathy -sister of Millie, Stephen-son of Ken,
Merv, Todd-grandson of Harold, John,Tom
For Successful Treatments: Roxy, Todd-husband of Kim, Dan-father of Beth, Philip-son of Starley, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy, Maxine
For Strength, Hope, and Peace: Joe -father of Pastor Caithamer
For our Military: Nick, Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited the second
Thursday of each month to Original Pancake House
for food, fellowship, devotion and
prayers led by Pastor Caithamer.
Please join us this month on
Thursday, November 8th, at 7:00am.

St. John Youth Group
Rake ‘n Run Sunday, November 18
Meet at St. John, 2pm
Join us as we help members of the congregation
by raking and bagging leaves in their yards.
Bring a rake, leaf bags, gloves, etc…. After we
are finished raking, the youth will meet at
Welch’s farm for a cookout. Directions will be
provided. Youth participants will need to fill
out the green registration form to participate in
Youth Group. Drivers will be needed to car pool
to the different houses (please fill out a Driving
Form). The deadline to sign up for the Rake ‘n
Run will be Wednesday, November 14.
Email youth@stjohnls.com with any questions.
Members of the congregation
are invited to assist the youth
with this service project.

E.A.T. Night
The March E.A.T. night will be at
Culver’s on South Neil St. on Monday,
November 12, 5-8pm! Culver’s is giving back 20% of
our purchases! No flyer is needed – spread the word to
your friends and family! We will be providing Food
Runners. Come out and see who will be delivering
your food!

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT – Families with children of
all ages are invited to join us on Friday, November 2,
for Faith & Family Night. We’ll meet in the fellowship
hall and have dinner together, do a family-based
devotion that can be taken and replicated in your own
family devotions at home, and of course, have
playtime for the kids. The times are 5:30-7:00pm, but
feel free to come late or leave early if necessary. Signup sheets are available by both the fellowship hall or
you can e-mail Cindy Jones at
c-jones45@hotmail.com. We hope to see you there!
Daylight Savings Time ends Sunday, November. 4th.

.

Veteran’s Day Assembly

St. John Lutheran School will host an
assembly
honoring
veterans
at
10:30am on Monday, November 12th.
The event features a Presentation of
Colors by the Champaign VFW Post,
patriotic music played by our band,
student presentations and a 21 gun
salute (held outside).

The St. John Lutheran Church Youth Group is selling
the Save Around Champaign/Urbana Coupon books
again this year for $25.00. The Youth Group will
receive $12.50 for every book sold. There are lots of
great deals inside the book, including an app for even
more savings: BOGO and $ off offers from many
restaurants, retailers, and attractions including: Red
Lobster, Longhorn Steakhouse, Applebee’s, Blaze,
Panda Express, Moe’s, Dairy Queen, Culver’s,
Potbelly’s, Taco John’s, Biggby Coffee, Field & Stream
& Dick’s, Sam’s Club, Red Box, Country Squire
Cleaners, Harvest Moon Drive-In, Savoy 16, Putt Zone
and so many more
Save Around books are available for dozens of cities
around the country, including Bloomington/Normal and
St. Louis. To see the complete list and preview the
books of other cities, visit www.savearound.com. To
purchase or preview the Champaign/Urbana book, see
a St. John Youth, the church office or the school office.

Dear Parents and Sunday School students, All youth
from pre-school through high school are encouraged to
participate in the Sunday School Christmas program. We
will begin practicing songs during the Sunday School
openings on Sunday, November 11. We will need readers, soloists, and actors of all ages. VERY IMPORTANT! If
your child would like to be ensured a part in the
program, they must either be present at the opening on
November 11 or contact Karen prior to then. We will be
assigning parts that day. Those who jump in after that
time are more than welcome to participate in the program still but may not have a costumed part of reading.
New This Year! The program will be Sunday, Dec. 16
during the Sunday School/Bible Class hour starting at
9:45 in the sanctuary. We hope you will all be able to
participate in the joyous celebration and proclamation of
Christ come to Earth with us this Christmas!

Prairie Gardens Gift Cards—Gift cards are available for your fall planting, crafts or decorating.
Cards may be used on any purchase at Prairie
Gardens. Buy yours now in the school office!

Mary Martha is going to put
together a St John Lutheran Church
cookbook. We haven't done one for
many years. We would appreciate
members input. If you would submit 2
or 3 of your family's favorite
recipes, it will help make it a
success. Typed if possible or legible hand
writing. Please list your name and phone number so
we my contact you if we
have questions. Please
submit your recipes to the
church office by Dec. 1.
LWML thanks all who donated School Supplies for the
Lutheran World Relief School Kits. Children in disaster
and/or poverty areas around the World including USA
will have school supplies. Friday, 114 school kits and
11 quilts were delivered to the LWR collection truck at
Good Shepard Lutheran Church in Champaign. Special
thanks to the St. John School Students that assisted
moving the school supplies to the Fellowship Hall for
packing. Thanks to Donna and Jean for dropping off
the 16 boxes.
Women of St John you are invited to the November
19, 2018 to the LWML meeting with a Bible Study in
the Fellowship Hall at 6:00pm. Contact person for
the meeting is Jean .

St. John Lutheran School could receive
up to $5000.00!
We have a great opportunity again to raise funds through the
Max Dollars for Education program at County Market. All that is
needed is your Max Card and your participation! This year Max
Dollars for Education Fund is valued over $75,000. The more participants we have, the better our chances will be to win a $5,000
check for our school. You can help our school earn Max Dollars
by using your Max Card each time you shop at County Market
from August 1- December 31, 2018. This program does not cost
anything and will not take away from your personal Max Rewards you are already earning.
To participate in this program choose one of the following:

•

Fill out the Registration Form below and return to the school
office

•

Fill out the Registration Form below and return to County
Market

•

Go online to mycountymarket.com and click on the banner
labeled “Max $ Sign Up”

*You must register – even if you were registered last
year. Registration forms can be found on the narthex table or in the school office.

Music Notes
Adult Choirs schedule for November
No Singing Choir Rehearsals Thursday, November 1
Sunday, November 4
(All Saints)

8:00

Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude)

Sunday, November 11

10:45

Day School K-3 Choir
Mixed Choir (10:00 rehearsal)

Sunday, November 18

8 & 10:45 Instrumentalists

Come to the Family
Thankfulness Night
on Friday, Nov. 16th from
6:30 - 7:30. We will read a
thankful story, make a craft
and send home a bed time
snack. Contact Pam if you
are interested in coming.
Activities are geared toward
preschool to 3rd grade. We
will meet in the fellowship
hall/lunch room.

Wednesday, November 21 7:15 PM Men’s Choir (6:00 rehearsal)
Thanksgiving Eve
(No Handbell Choir rehearsal, No Mixed Choir rehearsal.)
Sunday, November 25
10:45
Men’s Choir
(Last Sunday of the Church Year – Christ the King)
Sunday, December 2
(Advent 1)

10:45

Alleluia Ringers

Another church year begins at the end of this month. Looking ahead, we
will return to three services on Christmas Eve – 5:00 Family service with
the Alleluia Ringers; 7:15 Holy Communion with the Mixed Choir, and
10:00 Lessons and Carols with the Men’s Choir.

Thank you to all who helped prepare, serve, and observe the brunch
that was held in the Fellowship Hall on October 21 to celebrate the
fact that I am in my 19th year of working at St. John. It is always
wonderful to be appreciated! I am blessed by your support (during
worship and at all other times) every week.
Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith

Mission Statement:

Men of all ages: Only 5 days
left to register for the Men's
Target Shooting Retreat at
Camp CILCA November 9-10.
Bring your own firearms and
ammunition. Hear Rev
Jonathan Fisk give permission for men to be men.
Cost is $65 per person and
includes overnight lodging in
the Christian Growth Center
and 3 meals on Saturday.
Visit cilca.org or call 217-487
-7497 for more information.

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Ram Rebate Gift Cards

Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and restaurants through Ram Rebate and a percentage will
go towards your tuition or a school or church account of your choice. Stop by the school office or
visit www.shopwithscrip.com or
www.myscriptwallet.com for details. In Stock cards
are available during school office hours.
November Order Dates:
Orders Due: Monday Nov. 5, 12, & 26
Pick-up on Friday of the week

The Annual St. John Lutheran
Box Top Baseball
Contest is Over
Thank you to everyone who
brought in Box Tops! The school earned almost
$400!

Totals after 9 innings
2030
1911

The Holiday Shop gives children PreK
through 6th grade the opportunity to
personally buy gifts for their family
and friends. With the help of volunteers, children check items off their shopping list by purchasing
gifts priced between $2 and $10. This will be the 26th year for
the Holiday Shop, and it continues to grow each year. Last year
we had over 900 children shop and over 400 community members volunteer.
This year’s shop will be held at 1808 Round Barn Road (in the
old Sweet Dreams mattress shop) in Champaign, December 18. Please note this location change.

Upcoming Events
Tuesday Nov 6 at 6pm—Boys vs. Calvary, Normal
Thursday, Nov 8 at 6pm—Girls & Boys vs. St. Johns, Buckley
Tuesday, Nov 13 at 6pm—Girls vs. St. John, Mattoon
Thrusday, Nov 15 at 5:30pm—Girls vs. Countryside
Friday, Nov 16 at 6pm—Boys @ St. Mary’s, Bloomington
Tuesday, Nov 27 at 6pm—Boys vs. St. Mary’s, Bloomington
Thursday, Nov 29 at 6pm—Boys @ St. Thomas, Philo

November
Anniversaries

November Birthdays
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Jeannine , Sam , Byron , Gary, Hannah
Dean, Jason, Robert, Jeremy
CJ
Christian, Jacob
Clayton, Sarah
Joyce, J.C.
Tim
Sarah, Presley, Lon, Henos
Larry, George
Karen, Butch
Shawn, Jonathan
Ceirra
Tucker
Barb, Rita
Gabryan, Chuck
Billy
Erica
Brian
Matthew, Mike
Kelley, Emma, Kim, Michael, Jim
Brad, Gregory
Cheryl, John, Barry, Renae
Susie, Nancy
Jordan, Gilbert
Jennifer, Nicci
David
Mark , Crystal
Addisyn, Hannah
Todd, Jeanine, Jacob, Mark, Andrew

1
4
5
8
13
16
17
18
19
25
26
28
29
30

Ben & Wendy (15)
Byron & Lydia (62);
Herb & Virginia (62)
Alex & Sue (25);
Ron & Susan (35)
Greg & Pam (43)
Darrel & Linda (34)
Don & Delores (60)
Michael & Kiley (6)
Mike & Jill (12)
Heath & Sarah (19);
Jim & Karen (35)
Bill & Diann (57); Joe & Alicia (12);
Rollin & Helen (71)
Jim & Mimi (60)
Troy & Brandi (20)
Dan & Barbara (44)
Mark & Jennifer (33)

PLEASE notify the church office (3591123) if your birthday or anniversary
is missing or incorrect.

ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR OCTOBER
Sundays

8:00 Comm

10:45 Comm

Oct 7

159

129

109

93

Oct 14

177

123

128

103

Oct 21

142

119

129

95

Reformation
Oct 28

161

135

122

87

Wednesdays
Oct 3
Oct 10
Oct 17
Oct 25

7:15 Comm
23
21
22
18

20
21
18
17

2018
Mon
Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 11th & 25th
at 2:30pm

4

All Saints’ Day

Church Office
359-1123

Tue

Wed

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off:
Fridays

School Office
359-1714

5

8:00 Holy Communion (AR)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class
5:00 England/Scotland
Tour Presentation
Daylight Savings Time Ends

Thu

Fri

1

2

9:30 Lifelight
12:30 Widow’s Group

5:30 Faith & Family
Night

9

10

17

6 General Election

7

8

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Fellowship Board,
Trustees
6:30 School Board

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:30 Lifelight
10:00 Evangelism
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

3

11 25th Sunday after Pentecost

12

13

14

15

16

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
1:00 New Member Class
Veteran’s Day

9:15 Mops
10:30 Veteran’s Day
Assembly
6:00 Finance Board
E.A.T. @ Culvers on
Neil, 5-8pm

1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders

8:10 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

6:30 PS –3rd Gr.
Family
Thankfulness
Night

18 26th Sunday after Pentecost

19

20

21

22 Thanksgiving Day 23

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class
2:00 Rake ‘n Run

6:30 LWML

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

6:00 Men’s Choir
7:15 Thanksgiving Eve
Service

25

26

27

28

9:15 MOPS

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

8:10 Chapel
3:30 PTF
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

Last Sunday of the Church Year

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)

Day School closed

Sat

Church & School
closed

Church & School
closed

Newsletter Deadline

29
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

30
5:30 Family Advent
Night

24

