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You know the words from the hymn:  “Now thank we 
all our God With hearts and hands and voices, Who  
wondrous things has done, In whom His world rejoices; 
Who from our mothers’ arms Has blest us on our way 
With countless gifts of love And still is ours today.”  
Just reading those words I have no doubt that the tune 
is now in your head!  What a wondrous hymn this is!  It 
is our hymn of the year for our day school, with the  
Bible passage from 1 Thessalonians 5:16–18 as our 
theme verse:  “Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, 
give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
 

This brief, but powerful hymn was born out of a time of 
great distress and turmoil.  Martin Rinckart receives the 
credit for penning these words during the period of  
history in Europe known as the Thirty Years’ War, 
from 1618–1648.  Famine and pestilence dominated 
many of the poorer areas.  Pastors like Rinckart  
officiated at dozens of funerals a day, burying several 
thousand of those who succumbed to the rigors of the 
war.  Much like Philip Nicolai, a German pastor who 
authored “Wake, Awake for Night Is Flying” and “O 
Morning Star, How Fair and Bright,” Rinckart was still 
able to find reason to give thanks to God for the exist-
ing blessings, most importantly that of eternal life and 
salvation in Jesus Christ, a sure sign of the powerful 
faith afforded him by God. 
 

While originating in times of great peril, this hymn has 
been utilized and enjoyed throughout the last few  
centuries in a variety of situations.  It finds its home in 
our hymnal in the “Harvest and Thanksgiving” section.  
Rinckart found inspiration for the first stanza of this 
hymn from the Apocryphal book called Ecclesiasticus, 
also known as the Wisdom of Sirach.  Several passages 
from the Bible serve as the support for the rest of the 
hymn’s verses, passages such as Psalm 107:21–22 and 
Psalm 37:5–6, 39–40. 
 

In the second verse, we read these words: “Oh, may this 
bounteous God Through all our life be near us, With 
ever joyful hearts And blessed peace to cheer us And 
keep us in His grace And guide us when perplexed And 
free us from all ills In this world and the next.”   
Bounteous as a descriptive for God certainly reminds us 
of his plenteous support of us as his creatures.  From 
the bounty of his goodness, we receive all that we need 

to aid our bodies and our lives.   
 

God uses the work of Jesus Christ our Lord as the 
source for our joy and peace in this life, which gives us 
good cheer far beyond the other aspects of our lives.  
Also, through the saving work of Jesus, we are  
encouraged by the presence of our good and gracious 
God when we face occasions that perplex us.  And we 
look forward to the day when we will be freed from all 
of the ills of this world and enjoy the perfection and 
peace of the new world still to come. 
 

“Now Thank We All Our God” ends with a doxology 
rooted in the Gloria Patri (Glory be to the Father and to 
the Son and to the Holy Spirit…).  “All praise and 
thanks to God The Father now be given, The Son, and 
Him who reigns With them in highest heaven, The one 
eternal God, Whom earth and heaven adore; For thus it 
was, is now, And shall be evermore.”  In our hymnal, 
the Gloria Patri rightly concludes each of the psalms, 
reminding us always of God’s power and glory and his 
Triune identity.  And we have grown to make use of the 
Doxology in just about any situation, especially those 
that are successes and  
accomplishments. 
 

At this time of Thanksgiving, as we reflect upon the 
year past, on all that God has blessed us with, it is  
ever-fitting to sing such hymns as “Now Thank We All 
Our God.”  It does not take long for us to stop and  
reflect upon all of the reasons we have to sing the  
Doxology in our own lives.  If you need a little spark to 
get you going, just recall Luther’s lists in the  
explanation of the 1st Article of the Creed and the 
Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer, found in his  
Catechism.  Here is the latter list:  “Daily bread  
includes everything that has to do with the support and 
needs of the body, such as food, drink, clothing, shoes, 
house, home, land, animals, money, goods, a devout  
husband or wife, devout children, devout workers,  
devout and faithful rulers, good government, good 
weather, peace, health, self-control, good reputation, 
good friends, faithful neighbors, and the like.” 
 

What Luther does not mention in either of the two parts 
of the Small Catechism is the blessing of the Church.   
Naturally, we should give thanks to God for this most 
important institution that he has established, where his 

Now Thank We All Our God 
Now and Always 



Men's Prayer Breakfast 
On Thursday, November 14th, at 
7:00am, the men's prayer breakfast will 
meet at the Farmhouse Restaurant at 
Harvest Market on 2029 S. Neil St. in 
Champaign.  All men are welcome to 
attend!  

Upcoming E.A.T. Nights include: 

Texas Roadhouse  Panera 

Monical’s  Chick-fil-A?? 

Mary Martha Cookbooks are available for  
purchase.  They are $10 each, please make checks out to 
The Mary Martha Society.  Check with the church office 
or a member of Mary Martha to get yours. 

                 

                    E.A.T. Night @  
 

The November E.A.T. night will be at Culver’s on 
South Neil St. on Monday, November 11, 5-8pm!  
Culver’s is giving back 20% of our purchases!  
No flyer is needed – spread the word to your 
friends and family!  Come out and see who will be 
delivering your food! 

Veteran’s Day Assembly 
Monday, November 11th, 10:30 

St. John Lutheran School will host an  
assembly honoring veterans.  The event  
features a Presentation of Colors by the 
Champaign VFW Post, patriotic music played 
by our band, student presentations and a 21
-gun salute (held outside). 

Word is properly preached and taught, and where his Sacraments are rightly administered.  With deep sincerity do 
I give thanks to our Savior for our church at St. John, and for each of you, her members.  We are blessed to gather 
around the gifts of Word and Sacraments, to be met by our Lord Jesus, and to be strengthened in the bond of faith 
that we share. 
 

I recall with great fondness and thankfulness this past year’s celebrations of Christmas and Easter, all of our EAT 
Nights, our organ rededication service and concert, another successful church rummage sale, a fun and exciting 
VBS, sending our senior youth to the National Youth Gathering, all of the events revolving around our amazing 
Lutheran school, enjoying a bustling Arts and Crafts Fair, our first ever church and community attended Trunk or 
Treat, and our remembrance of the Reformation. 
 

My family and I are especially thankful for being a part of the St. John family for the past ten years and for the 
overwhelming and humbling celebration you hosted for that remembrance, getting to see all who were able to  

attend and to enjoy with all of you such abundant and delicious foods.  We look forward with joy to many more 
years here at St. John, getting to share the love of Christ with each other, and anticipating with wondrous hope 
and brimming excitement our eternal lives in Christ’s kingdom. 
 

God bless you and keep you all, as we continue to gather in the name of Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  Paul’s opening words in 1 Thessalonians certainly apply here as well: “We give thanks to God always for 
all of you, constantly mentioning you in our prayers, remembering before our God and Father your work of faith 
and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” (1:2–3). 
 

In thankfulness to Christ for you, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 

Decorating the Church for Christmas 
 

Please join us on Saturday, November 30th, at 9am to help decorate the sanctuary for 

Christmas.  We welcome any and all volunteers!  We will be short of regular helpers  

because of the Thanksgiving weekend so please help if you can, many hands make things 

go much quicker.   



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

For Peace and Comfort:  Rita at the death of husband John, Kim at the death of her mother 
 

Hospitalized:  Alex  
 

Following Surgery:  Aaron  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Jessica , Whitney -wife of Ellie grandson, Chuck -son of Ellie , Maria , Merv , Brett -cousin of the 
Kindts’, Jessica Arnold-granddaughter of Bob & Joan Arnold, Joan Gray-mother of Bill Gray, Judy Funderburg-mother of Ro-
chelle , Rebecca -daughter of Marvin & Esther , Roy -father of Anne , Joe , Dan -brother of Bonnie , Ellie , Todd -grandson of 
Harold  
 

For Strength and Peace:   , Mary -mother of Martha For Successful Treatments:  Earl, Roger -father of Stephanie , Jayne , 
Linda , Phyllis , Roxy , Philip -son of Starley, Jeanette , Joan , Nancy, Shawn -sister of Maxine  
 

For our Military:  Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Zachary , Taylor , Andy, Brandon, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary,  
Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston,  
Jamaica 

Orders for Beef House Rolls, Strawberry 
Jam and Apple Butter are due Monday, 
November 4th.  Items will be delivered on 
Monday, November 11th.  (Time TBD)  Or-
der forms are on the narthex table. 

Youth Group November News 
Save the Date for the Rake ‘n Run on November 10 
(rain/snow date Nov. 17).  This is a Youth-
sponsored servant event   The youth and 
their families, with help from the congre-
gation, will rake leaves for church  
members who request assistance and then 
meet at Welch’s Farm for a cookout.  Five 
to eight rakers are needed for each yard.  
Please help us to ensure every yard gets 
raked. 
 

*If you would like your yard raked, please 
contact the church office at 359-1123 to be 
included this year. 

Let Us Pray 

Family Advent Night – All St. John families are  
invited to begin their Christmas preparations by joining 
us for Family Advent Night on Friday, December 6th, 
from 5:30 to 7:30. We will have crafts for kids,  
devotions, singing of Christmas carols and cookie  
decorating. Activities are geared for preschoolers 
through 5th grade, but older and younger kids are  
welcome, too.  

The Sunday School Christmas Program will be 

Sunday, December 15th, during 

the Sunday School hour.  We will 

have rehearsal during the Sun-

day School hour for 15 minutes 

each on Nov. 3, 10, & 17.  On 

Nov. 24, Dec. 1 and 8 the entire 

Sunday School hour will be used 

for rehearsal.   

LWML will meet November 18, 2019, at 6:30pm 
in the Fellowship Hall to plan the Cookie Walk,  
December 7, 2019, 9:00am to noon in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The Christmas cookies donated by the women of 
St. John will be sold providing a great variety of cookies 
without baking more than one batch and assisting the 
LWML with their mission projects.  Mission projects 
discussed-past mission projects – St. John Lutheran 
Church & School; missionaries – Jamaica, Papua New 
Guinea, Deaconess Kim; confirmation banners, Care 
packages for College students, church banners, Empty 
Tomb, Men’s shelter, homeless bags, equipment for the 
kitchen, etc.  LWML CID Champaign Zone Delegate to 
the LWML National Convention may present if she is 
recovered from surgery. Members are encouraged to 
bring “Thinking of you“ cards and gift cards for St. 
John’s College Students to the meeting (details later in 
an email).  Please come join in the fun fellowship, devo-
tions and let our college students know we think of and 



The St. John Lutheran Box Top Baseball Contest is 
Over! 

Final Score:  Cubs 1469; Cards 1827 
 
 
  
 

 

SAVE THE DATE—PTF will be hosting a 
Trivia Night on Saturday, February 1.  

FIRST SEMESTER CHAPEL  
OFFERINGS 

 

Chapel offerings will go toward the Cris-
to Rey  
Lutheran Church (Christ the King) in East Moline. IL.   
Rev. Pablo Dominguez is sharing Christ with many of 
the 30,000 Hispanic people in the Quad cities area. 
Weekly Bible studies, a worship service, English as sec-
ond language courses, computer classes, and activities 
for children all share the Good News. 
Chapel Offering for the 1st Wednesday of each month 

will be food items for the St. John Food 
Pantry. 

NURSERY REMODEL:  The Board of Trustees has 
been asked to look into updating the Church Nursery 
and are seeking input from the Congregation.    If you 
have suggestions regarding what can be done to  
enhance this space, we'd love to hear from you!  
Please share your ideas with Beth , any other Board of 
Trustees member or the Church office.   
Note: Some donated monies are already available to 
help with the remodel.  Thank You!"  

Come and join us for a Family 
Thankfulness Night, Friday November 
15th from 6pm - 7pm.  Activities are for 
Preschool - 3rd grade.  We will have a 
story or 2, craft activities and a bedtime 

snack to take home.  Join us in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Contact Pam or Stephanie if you have any ques-
tions.   

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPSur6GdtccCFYUKkgod9bIE7Q&url=http://toky.com/blog/2014/10/15/birds-on-a-bat-evolution-cardinals-logo/&ei=cYHUVbSyNYWVyAT15ZLoDg&bvm=bv.99804247,d.aWw&psig


Mission Statement:  
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in 

the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;  to reflect Christ’s love 
and share His Gospel with all.  

Ram Rebate Gift Cards 

Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and res-
taurants through Ram Rebate and a percentage 

will go towards your tuition or a school or church 
account of your choice. 

Stop by the school office or visit 
www.shopwithscrip.com or 
www.myscripwallet.com for details. 
 In Stock cards are available during school office 
hours. 
  
Orders will be placed the first 
Monday of the month. 

The Box Top Program Is Changing.  Clipped Box 
Tops are being phased out.  The new Box Tops 

will be scanned using an app.  More information is 
available at www.BTFE.com. 

 

 Clipped Box Tops will continue to be collected un-
til they are completely phased out. 

 

Prairie Gardens  
Gift Cards 

Gift cards are available for 
your fall planting, crafts or 

decorating.  Cards may be used on any pur-
chase at Prairie Gardens. 

Discover your earning potential with 
MyScipWallet.com. 

*Earn Every Day: Easy access means you can 
order whenever and wherever it’s most  

convenient for you. 
*Everything in one place: With My Wallet, you 
can manage your eGift cards and reloads for 
simple redemption online and in stores.  

Ram Rebate Tip of the Month 
 

Small Denomination Gift Cards are offered 
during the gift-giving season. 

Create an account online to take advantage 
of special promotions offering additional 
rebate percentages on select gift cards. 

Stewardship Corner 

“Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the 

firstfruits of all your crops”  (Proverbs 3:9).  

Through faith and obedience, the Israelites 

gave the first portion of their harvest to the 

Lord.  They gave the first part of their harvest 

before they harvested the rest of their crop.  

Do we carry out God’s commands as given, or 

do we modify His word to suit our preferences 

or our time?  Has the love of God so over-

whelmed us that our gratitude overflows in 

words and acts of thanksgiving?  If not, why 

not? 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
http://www.myscripwallet.com/


                              

       
 

 

 

Our Reformation services were a great “book-end” to Pastor Caithamer’s October Newsletter  
article on the difference between Lutherans and Catholics.  Luther didn’t set out to rewrite  
Catholic liturgy, so our Divine Service (whichever one we are using) is similar in structure (but not 
belief) to the Catholic Mass.   Luther revered the great choral music of the Church in which he 
was raised, but also wanted all worshippers to take an active part in singing throughout the  
service.  In order to make this easier, Luther not only wrote hymns illustrating the Gospels, but 
also wrote, or had arranged, hymns that took the place of parts of the Liturgy.  For our  
Reformation services, we sang three of these “Liturgical” hymns - where we usually sing a Kyrie, 
Gloria and Sanctus, as well as several of the hymns we associate most closely with the  
Reformation, including “A mighty Fortress is our God” and “Lord, keep us steadfast in Your 
Word.”  

 
Alleluia Ringers Wednesdays 6 - 7 pm    
          No rehearsal November 6.  There will be rehearsal on November 13 & November 20. 
 
Men’s Choir Thursdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm 
Mixed Choir Thursdays 6:45 – 7:30 pm 
Watch your email and the Sunday bulletin.  There will definitely be rehearsals November 7, but 
there may or may not be rehearsals on the 14th or 21st. 
 
Sunday, November 3 8:00  Alleluia Ringers 
(All Saints) 10:45 Alleluia Ringers - Prelude 
 
Sunday, November 10 8:00 Instrumentalists 
 10:45 K-3 School Choir Prelude  
  Instrumentalists 
 
Sunday, November 17 8:00 Lois , violin 
 10:45 Mixed Choir  

 
Sunday, November 24 10:45 Men’s Choir 
(Last Sunday of the Church Year) 
 
Wednesday, November 27 7:15 pm 
Thanksgiving Eve 
 
Sunday, December 1 8:00 Alleluia Ringers (+ 10:45 Prelude) 
 
Thanks to everyone who rings, plays and sings with us, enhancing our worship so richly.  

 
Soli Deo Gloria, Keith  

Music Notes      



2 Jeannine, Sam, Byron, Gary, Hannah  
3 Dean, Jason, Robert, Jeremy  
4 CJ  
5 Christian, Jacob  
6 Clayton, Sarah  
7 Joyce , J.C.  
8 Tim, Everett  
9 Sarah, Presley, Lon, Henos  
10 Larry, George  
11 Karen, Butch  
12 Shawn, Jonathan  
13 Ceirra  
14 Tucker  
15 Barb, Rita  
16 Gabryan, Chuck  
17 Billy  
18 Erica  
19 Brian  
20 Matthew, Mike  
21 Kelley , Emma, Kim, Michael, Jim  
22 Brad, Gregory  
23 Cheryl, John, Barry, Renae  
24 Susie, Nancy  
25 Jordan, Gilbert  
26 Jennifer , Nicci  
27 David  
28 Mark , Crystal  
29 Addisyn , Hannah  
30 Todd , Jeanine , Jacob , Mark , Andrew  

1 Ben & Wendy (16) 

4 Byron & Lydia (63);                      

Herb & Virginia (63) 

5 Alex & Sue (26);                              

Ron & Susan (36) 

13 Darrel & Linda (35) 

16 Don & Delores (61) 

18 Mike & Jill (13) 

19 Heath & Sarah (20);                              

Jim & Karen (36) 

25 Bill & Diann (58); Joe & Alicia (13) 

26 Jim & Mimi (61) 

28 Troy & Brandi (21) 

29 Dan & Barbara (45) 

30 Mark & Jennifer (34) 

November Birthdays 

Sundays 8:00 Comm  10:45 Comm 
 Oct 6 141 122 117 103   
 Oct 13 181 136 107   87 
 Oct 20 194 114 127   91 
 Reformation 157 130 105   89 
 Oct 27    

PLEASE notify the church office (359-

1123)your birthday or anniversary is 

missing or incorrect.   

Wednesdays   7:15  Comm 

 Oct 2 28  26     
 Oct 9          18      16                       
 Oct 16 19 17   
 Oct 23 25 22 
 Oct 30     

ATTENDANCE FIGURES FOR OCTOBER 

November 

Anniversaries 



2019 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
Devotions & Hymn-sing  

at Amber Glen  

on the 10th & 24th 

 at 2:30pm 

Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office 

359-1714 

 Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off: 

Fridays 

 

 
 

 
   

1  
 

2 

3  All Saints’ Day Obs. 

  8:00 Holy Communion (AR) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

4  
9:15 MOPS 

 

5  
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Fellowship Board, 
          Trustees, 
          Evangelism 
  6:30 School Board 

6 
8:05 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School, 
         Lifelight 
7:15 Holy Communion 

7 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir ? 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir ? 

8 
 

9 

10 22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 
  2:00 Rake ‘n Run 
 

 

11  Veteran’s Day 

10:30 Veteran’s Day 
           Assembly 
  6:00 Finance Board 
 

E.A.T. @ Culver’s on 
S. Neil, 5-8pm 
(no flyer needed) 

 

12 

6:00 Elders 

13 
  8:05 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:45 Midweek School, 
           Lifelight 
  6:00 Handbells 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

14 
7:00 Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast   
9:00 Lifelight 
1:30 Mary Martha 
6:00 Men’s Choir ? 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir ? 

15 
6:00 PS –3rd Gr.  
        Family  
        Thankfulness  
        Night 

16 
 

17 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC) 
  1:00 New Member Class 
  2:00 Rake ‘n Run Rain Date 

18 
9:15 MOPS 
6:30 LWML 
 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

19 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  1:00 Reading Buddies 
  6:00 Council 
  6:30 PTF Meeting 
   

20   
8:05 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School, 
        Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

21  
9:00 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

 

 

22  
 

 
 

23 
 

24  Last Sunday of the Church Year 

  8:00 Holy Communion  
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion (MC) 
  1:00 New Member Class 

25 
 

 

 

26 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  7:00 Youth Board 

27  No School 

7:15 Thanksgiving Eve 
         Service w/Holy 
         Communion 

28 Thanksgiving Day 

 
Church & School 

closed 

 
 

29 

Church & School 
closed 

 

 

30 
9:00 Church 
        Decorating 

Rejoice always, 
 pray without ceasing, give 

thanks in all circumstances; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus for you.    

1 Thessalonians 5:16-19 
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