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Abel.  Enoch.  Noah.  Abraham.  Sarah.  Isaac.  Jacob.  
Joseph.  Moses.  Rahab.  Gideon.  Barak.  Samson.   
Jephthah.  David.  Samuel.  All of these are named in  
Hebrews 11 as those who believed in the promises of God 
and remained faithful to him.  Truly, we would consider 
these believers in the promised Christ to be saints of the 
Old Testament.  New Testament saints would certainly 
include Peter, James, John, and the eight other faithful 
disciples of Jesus, along with Mary Magdalene, Salome, 
Jesus’ mother Mary, Paul, Philip, Stephen, Lydia, Silas, 
Barnabas, Timothy, and Titus, to name a few. 

The Christian church recognizes as saints influential  
figures including Clement, Ignatius, Justin, Augustine, 
Athanasius, Basil, Gregory, Polycarp, Irenaeus, John 
Chrysostom, Cyril, Cyprian, Lucy, Nicholas, and  
Ambrose.  All of these saints truly serve as a beacon for 
Christians of all eras, knowing that the Gospel has been 
present throughout.  We share the same faith with all of 
these whose names have been recited by the church for 
centuries. 

And yet, there is a countless number of other saints who 
go without mention.  Many of them being the spouses of 
those mentioned above.  Others being the laypeople in the 
congregations where those famous saints once served.  
And still, there remains an innumerable host of saints who 
gather around the throne of the Lamb now as part of the 
Church Triumphant (Revelation 7:9–17), while those who 
are faithful to Christ Jesus here on earth as a part of the 
Church Militant (Revelation 7:1–8) are the saints unsung. 

In an effort to draw attention to the saints who have lived 
without fame, Carl P. Daw, Jr. penned the hymn in our 
hymnal—Lutheran Service Book (LSB) 678—that is  
entitled We Sing for All the Unsung Saints.  The day we 
celebrate as All Saints’ Day is highly meaningful to all 
Christians as it is a day when our less-than-famous loved 
ones who have died in the faith are remembered by we 
who remain here on earth.  And while we consider them to 
be “unsung” according to their lives here on earth, they 
are most assuredly “sung” saints around the throne of 
Christ now, sharing the same glory as even the most  
famous of saints. 

In case you have not recently come across the words to 
Daw’s hymn, they are reprinted here: 

1. We sing for all the unsung saints, That countless,
nameless throng, 

Who kept the faith and passed it on With hope 

steadfast and strong 
Through all the daily griefs and joys No chronicles 

record, 
Forgetful of their lack of fame, But mindful of 

their Lord. 

2. Though uninscribed with date or place, With title,
rank, or name, 

As living stones their stories join To form a 
hallowed frame 

Around the myst’ry in their midst: The Lamb once 
sacrificed, 

The Love that wrested life from death, The 
wounded, risen Christ. 

3. So we take heart from unknown saints Bereft of
earthly fame, 

Those faithful ones who have received A more 
enduring name: 

For they reveal true blessing comes When we our 
pride efface 

And offer back our lives to be The vessels of 
God’s grace. 

Our church tradition has us remember on All Saints’ Day 
the members of our congregation who have died and enter 
the Church Triumphant in the previous year.  We do so by 
including their names in our prayers and by tolling a bell, 
when possible.  On All Saints’ Day, which is November 1, 
you are invited to remember your own loved ones who 
have died in the Christian faith as those who share the 
same faith you now possess.  Take comfort in knowing 
that they belong now to the company of the heavenly host 
that sings with us the Sanctus each and every Sunday.  We 
all still gather around the throne of the Lamb and worship 
the one Lord Jesus Christ.  By his grace and forgiveness, 
we shall all live with him in his kingdom that has no end, 
reunited and made perfect with our loved ones who have 
died as Christians, never to be separated from them and 
the Lord Jesus Christ again! 

It is in great joy and hope that we look forward to that 
most glorious day, when our Lord Jesus returns with a 
great trumpet blast, and we are joined with all the saints 
who are now with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:13–18). 

In Christ’s service to you, his treasured saints, 

Pastor Caithamer 

For All the Saints 
Sung and Unsung 



For Peace and Comfort: Kathy and family at the 
death of father Joe 

Following Surgery:  Judy 

For Healing and Recovery:  Karla, 
Aidan, Martin -son of Letty,  Whitney -wife of Ellie's
grandson, Paul, Barbara -friend of the congregation, 
Ashlyn-infant relative of Joyce , John, Tom, Jan, 
Opal , Hendricks -grandson of Dan & Joanie, Maria, 
Merv, Brett-cousin of the Kindts’, Jessica -
granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Jacob -great grandson 
of Bob & Joan, Joan -mother of Bill, Judy -burg-mother 
of Rochelle, Rebecca  -daughter of Marvin & Esther, 
Roy -father of Anne, Dan -brother of Bonnie, Todd -
grandson of Harold For Successful Procedures: 
Shirley  

For Marriage Blessings: Joe  and Maria  who 
were married October 24th 

For Successful Treatments:  Kendra (school 
parent), Cari  (school parent), Luke , Earl , Jayne , 
Linda , Roxy , Jeanette, Joan, Jeanette , Nancy 

For our Military:  Roberto , Adam, Joshua, Nick, 
Zachary, Taylor, Andy , Brandon, Ben,  Allyson 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor  
Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanja-
nakary and the Madagascar Lutheran  
Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and 
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, 
Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission 
in Kingston, Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

Email Addresses – Pastor Caithamer has compiled a list 
of members’ email addresses so he can communicate with 
the congregation.  If you are not receiving these email 
communications, please call the church office with your 
email address so we can add you to the list. 

Sign Up for Church Services:  Please contact the 
church office 359-1123 between the hours of 10am and 
2pm, Monday through Friday, to sign up for Sunday’s 
services.  You can also sign up anytime by emailing 
Pastor  revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org or calling/
texting him.  Thank you to those who have been 
signing up.  It does make the task of prepar-ing for the 
Lord’s Supper easier and in allowing enough space for 
everyone in the sanctuary.  We do know that 
circumstances do not always allow for everyone to sign 
up ahead of time, so we will still welcome those who 
may come otherwise unannounced.  

Pastoral Visits:  While our congregation has been 
able to worship together again since the beginning of 
June, many members have not been able to join 
us.  Please know that you are truly missed and are not 
forgotten!  You are prayed for often and it is our deep 
hope that we can all be back together as we were be-
fore this virus situation began.  In the meantime, for 
those of you not yet able to return to church, Pastor 
Caithamer is available to meet with you at a place of 
your choosing and a time of your choosing.  It can be a 
social visit or a short service can be held.  If you would 
like a pastoral visit, please call or text Pastor 
Caithamer, email revcaithamer - at - stjohn-lcms.org 
The Lord bless and 
keep you always! 

Mission Statement 
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word, cen-
tered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.   

FIRST SEMESTER  
CHAPEL OFFERINGS 

The LCMS Ministry to the Armed Forces 
supports almost 200 chaplains, who  
represent the church on active duty, the 
reserves, the National Guard, and Civil Air Patrol.  
Chaplains meet the needs of military personnel and 
their families.  From the Civil War through both World 
Wars, Korea, Vietnam, and current areas of conflict, 
our chaplains bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to 
those protecting our great nation.  We will help this 
ministry with our second semester Chapel Offering. 

Chapel Offering for the 1st Wednesday of 
each month will be food items for the St. 

John Food Pantry. 



    November Music Notes     
Our Alleluia Ringers continue their weekly rehearsals and recordings for inclusion both in our online services and for 
playback during Sundays and Wednesdays.  Some members are on hiatus but we have welcomed new ringers, and we 
still have room for more!  Come give it a try in the overflow at the back of the sanctuary – Wednesdays from 6:15 – 
6:45. 

As the Covid crisis continues to evolve (and not yet resolve) I have also begun the process of learning how to put togeth-
er remote recordings.  How does this work, you might ask?  Well, I am still getting the hang of it, but here’s what hap-
pens.   I record the accompaniment to an instrumental piece.  Someone plays and records their instrumental part while 
listening (via headphones) to the recorded accompaniment.  I then digitally combine the instrumental part and the ac-
companiment and “Voila!” we have a complete performance that can be used online or played during services.   This is 
how (in a much more complex fashion) virtual choirs are making recordings all over the world to fill in the void until eve-
ryone believes it is safe to resume live group music-making.   
If you are interested in doing something like this, let me know.  I will gladly provide the recorded accompaniment track 
and we can figure out how to record your instrument.   

Recording of Sunday services for online devotions continues, and I continue to provide “Wednesday Music” for 
your online listening as well.  Thanks to Lou Ann  who both assists in making these new recordings, and has archived 
many years of previously recorded services and music from which we are occasionally drawing selections as well.  Please 
be in touch with me at any time with questions and suggestions. 

During October, our “Wednesday Music” included a choral concert of music of Mendelssohn which must have been rec-
orded before 1975, transcribed from an LP which Herb  was kind enough to have given to me some time ago.  
Betty Matzdorff was the choir director (and organist?) and Rev. Bussert was Pastor at the time.  I welcome any infor-
mation anyone might have about this concert, who might have been in the choir at the time, and anything else worth 
knowing and sharing. 

Thank you for your continued prayers and support as we navigate these uncharted waters.   I know that the Lord’s grace 
and purpose will continue to guide us forward together. 

Soli Deo Gloria, Keith 

Forget to order 
Beef House rolls or 

strawberry jam? 
There are a few 
extras —contact 
the school office. 
Orders will be de-
livered Monday, 

Nov. 9  (time TBD).

The St. John  
Lutheran Box Top 
Baseball Contest is 

Over! 

Whether you rooted for the Cubs or 
the Cardinals, we can all rejoice that 
over $75 was raised for our school.  
Thank you for your participation!

Inning Cubs Cards

1 10 9 

2 30 34 

3 50 38 

4 20 0 

5 28 10 

6 61 78 

7 77 71 

8 50 83 

9 82 30 

Final 408 353

THANKSGIVING BREAK 
School will be closed Wednesday, 

November 22nd 

 to Friday, November 24th in ob-
servance of Thanksgiving. 

We wish you a wonderful time with 
family and friends giving thanks to 

God for His many blessings!

LWML NEWS 
The last count was 76 school 
kits supplies were donat-
ed.  The supplies were taken 
from their packaging and put 
into nylon string purple 
backpacks then packed into 
boxes and delivered October 
30 between 1:00-4:30pm to 
the LWR Pick-up Truck at 
Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Flatville.  We thank God 
providing for you so you 
could give the school sup-
plies, children around the 
world will be able to attend 
school with the supplies.  In 
one country if a child does 
not have a pencil, the child 
cannot attend school. Thank 
you.   

https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Cubs
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPSur6GdtccCFYUKkgod9bIE7Q&url=http://toky.com/blog/2014/10/15/birds-on-a-bat-evolution-cardinals-logo/&ei=cYHUVbSyNYWVyAT15ZLoDg&bvm=bv.99804247,d.aWw&psig


Ram Rebate Gift Cards 
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and restaurants 
through Ram Rebate and a percentage will go towards 
your tuition or a church account of your choice.   In Stock 
cards are available during school office hours. Orders will be placed the 
first of the month.  Pick-up on physical cards in 5-7 days. 

Discover your earning potential with new mobile app 
*Earn Every Day: Easy access means you can order whenever and

wherever it’s most convenient for you. 
*Everything in one place: You can manage your eGift cards and reloads

for simple redemption online and in stores. 
Stop by the school office or visit www.shopwithscrip.com 

Veteran’s Day
Due to Covid guidelines, we will 
not be hosting an assembly this 

year.  Our students will be honor-
ing veterans in their classrooms. 
We thank every veteran for their 

service to our country and look for-
ward to a future 

date when we can 
publicly honor 

them. 

1 Finn Morenz 
2 Jeannine, Sam, Byron, Gary, Hannah  

3 Dean, Jason, Robert, Jeremy  

4 CJ  
5 Christian, Jacob  
6 Clayton, Sarah  
7 Joyce , J.C.  
8 Tim, Everett  
9 Sarah, Presley, Lon, Henos  
10 Larry, George 
11 Karen, Butch 
12 Jonathan 
13 Mesmer , Ceirra 
14 Tucker Short 
15 Barb, Rita, Fawn
16 Gabryan, Chuck 
17 Billy 
18 Erica 
19 Brian 
20 Matthew, Mike 
21 Kelley, Emma, Kim, Michael, Jim 
22 Brad, Gregory 
23 Cheryl, John, Barry, Renae 
24 Susie, Nancy 
25 Jordan, Gilbert 
26 Jennifer, Nicci 
27 David 
28 Gary, Mark , Crystal 
29 Addisyn , Hannah 
30 Todd, Jeanine, Jacob, Mark , Andrew 

 

1 Ben & Wendy (17) 

4 Byron & Lydia  (64);  

Herb & Virginia  (64) 
5 Alex & Sue  (27);      

Ron & Susan  (37) 
13 Darrel & Linda  (36) 
18 Mike & Jill  (14) 
19 Heath & Sarah  (21);      

Jim & Karen  (37) 
25 Bill & Diann  (59); Joe & 

Alicia  IV (14) 

26 Jim & Mimi  (62) 

28 Troy & Brandi  (22) 

29 Dan & Barbara  (46) 

30 Mark & Jennifer  (35) 

November Birthdays 

PLEASE notify the church office 

(359-1123 or pmartin - at - stjohn-

lcms.org) if your birthday or 

anniversary is missing or incorrect.   

November 

Anniversaries 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  All Saints’ Day 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 
 

Daylight Savings Time Ends 

2  3 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Fellowship Board, 
          Evangelism 
  6:30 School Board 
   

4 
8:20 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 
 

5 
6:30 Men’s Choir 

   

6 

 

7 

8  23rd Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 

9 
5:30 Finance Board 

 

10 
6:00 Elders 

11  Veteran’s Day 

  8:20 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:45 Midweek School 
  6:00 Handbells 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

12 
7:00 Men’s Prayer 
        Breakfast   
6:30 Men’s Choir 

13 
 

14 

15 24th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 
 

16  

 

 

17 

10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Council 

18 
8:20 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

19 
6:30 Men’s Choir 

20 
 

21 
 

22 Last Sunday of the Church Year 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 
   

23 
 

 

Newsletter Deadline 

 

24 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  7:00 Youth Board 
   

25  No School 

8:20 Chapel 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Thanksgiving Eve 
        Service w/Holy 
        Communion 

26  Thanksgiving 

  

 

 

27 
 

 
 

28 
 

29  1st Sunday in Advent 

  8:00 Holy Communion  
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  

30 
 

 

 

 Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off: 

Fridays 

  

“...We are surrounded by so 
great a cloud of witnesses…    
Hebrews 12:1 

Church & School Offices closed 
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