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All the Company of Heaven
Never Alone
The holiday season is almost upon us. For the church, that season unofficially begins with the celebration of the Reformation on October 31st. The very next day, to kick off the month of November, is All Saints’ Day. The early church had
begun the practice of remembering important saints on the anniversary of their deaths. So as to not overlook the importance
of all the saints, the church added the celebration of All Saints’ Day, which came to be observed on November 1st.
All Saints’ Day is most-commonly celebrated today as the day in which we remember all of the Christians who have died
before us. On the Sunday we observe All Saints’ Day (this year it will be on November 7th), we follow the tradition of announcing the names of our church members who have died in the last year. This is a great way to give thanks and praise to
our God for giving these saints faith and ushering them into the Church Triumphant through the gateway of death.
In the spirit of All Saints’ Day, it is appropriate and beneficial to be reminded of the comfort we have as the Church Militant
here on earth. We all have known the pain of losing a dear loved one. Life is never the same after they are gone. We are
tempted by the devil to think that life cannot possibly be as good anymore. We can be so overwhelmed by grief and sadness that life loses is luster and its joys are forgotten. While certainly understanding of our plight, the Lord does not want
us to dwell in such sadness. After all, we have some very important truths given to us by our Lord Jesus Christ to temper
our sadness with true joy.
One of those truths that is sadly overlooked and highly underemphasized is that which is stated in Hebrews 12. “Therefore,
since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”
The great cloud of witnesses in Hebrews 12 no doubt includes all of those Old Testament saints from Hebrews 11. They all
believed the same thing we do, that God’s promised Savior would come and be the sacrifice for our sin.
Included in that great cloud of witnesses are all of the other saints who are not so mentioned, but are in the presence of
Christ all the same. They still worship the Lord Jesus Christ as we do. Faith in the one Lord Jesus Christ is what still unites
us. We are given a glimpse of this in Revelation 7:9–17, where John speaks of seeing the innumerable host gathered around
the throne of the Lamb, singing praise to him. As Christ Jesus is with us always, they are now with him always. Where the
head is so is the body. Together, through the waters of Baptism, we are all members of the body of Christ. Where Christ is,
there they are, and where Christ is, there we are too.
It is no accident that the words leading us into the singing of the Sanctus are these: “Therefore, with angels and archangels
and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify [Jesus’] glorious name, evermore praising you…” When we sing
the words of the great Sanctus, we are joining with the holy angels and all of the saints who have gone before us. Even
more so, the saints of heaven join with us in the celebration of the Lord’s Supper. Rev. Kenneth Wieting, in his book The
Blessings of Weekly Communion, explains it in this way:

Christ and His saints are one spiritual body, a vital union even as the human body is joined with the head. This
spiritual body includes the saints who have already departed this life in the faith. Christ is eternal, and His body
cannot be divided by our limits of time…We are divided only by the narrow stream of death. We do not eat in
isolation but as part of the church across space and time…When the Lord, the head of the church, comes into
our midst, He does not do so in isolation from His body. Those who have died in Christ are always with Him,
even when He comes to serve us (p. 200).
What comfort this great concept brings! The closest we can be to our loved ones who have departed in the faith is at the
Lord’s Supper! When we are at the rail, we join with all the saints, for they are where Christ is.
As Christians in this world, you are never alone. The Lord Jesus is always with you, as he promised. You are also surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses, those who have confessed the same faith that you have, which has been given to you
in Baptism. While you gather with your brothers and sisters in Christ each week at the communion rail, you are also joined
by your brothers and sisters in Christ who are with him in his kingdom. That is truly a foretaste of the great feast to come,
a beautiful glimpse of the Last Day, when Christ returns in glory and all the saints are raised from the dead and reunited
forever!

The celebration of All Saints’ Day is truly a remarkable one! I hope and pray you are able to join us for this great festival
day, this year on November 7, and that you are blessed to remember that you are not alone, especially when you gather at
the Lord’s table with all of the Lord’s blessed redeemed ones!
Yet she on earth has union With God the Three in One,
And mystic, sweet communion with those whose rest is won.
—LSB 644. For All the Saints. Stanza 5.
Together in Christ, with all the saints,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace & Comfort: Ron & Carol at the death of Carol’s
sister Esther
For Healing and Recovery: Lois, Keith, Dorothy, Brian ,
Larry Riffel, Teresa-godchild of Bob & Joan, Barbara -family
friend of Bob & Joan, Maelynn -granddaughter of Rick and
Rita, Lilly, Karla, Whitney-wife of Ellie grandson, Barbara friend of the congregation, John, Tom, Hendricks -grandson
of Dan & Joanie, Maria, Merv, Judy -mother of Rochelle ,
Rebecca -daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy - father of
Anne , Dan- brother of Bonnie, Todd -grandson of Harold ,
Brett -cousin of the Kindts’

For our Military: Adam, Nick,
Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Zachary, David

For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo
Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar
Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite
and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

For Successful Treatments: Barb , Luke , Earl Roppel,
Linda , Joan, Jeanette, Nancy

Thanksgiving Break— The School will be closed Wednesday, November 24th. The Church and School will be closed
November 25-26th in observance of Thanksgiving. We wish you a wonderful time with family and friends
giving thanks to God for His many blessings! - The Church & School Offices
Veteran’s Day
Our students will be honoring veterans in their classrooms and by sending cards.
*Please send contact information for any Veterans to the school office by Thursday, November 4th so they can
be included in the mailing.* We thank every veteran for their service to our country and look forward to a
future date when we can publicly honor them.

Decorating the Church for
Christmas
Please join us on Saturday,
November 27th, at 9:00am
to help decorate the
sanctuary for Christmas.
We welcome any and all
volunteers! We will be
short of regular helpers
because of the Thanksgiving weekend so please help
if you can, many hands
make things go much
quicker.

Sunday School Christmas
Program
The Christmas Program will
be presented by the
Preschool - 8th grade
children on Sunday,
December 19th during the
Sunday School hour. They will
practice during Sunday School
on December 5th and 12th.
They will also be practicing
the songs during the openings
leading up to the
program. We look
forward to their
message!

Trunk or Treat— Thank you so much for all the
candy donations to help with the Trunk or Treat. Left over
treats are being used for other church & school
activities. Also, thank you to the many volunteers who
decorated their trunks. We had a total of 240 visitors for the
event. God blessed us with a window of no rain so the event
could happen. The Evangelism Board so
appreciates the amazing support of our church members.
Family Advent Night— All St. John Families
are invited to begin their Christmas
preparations by joining us for Family Advent
Night on
Friday, December 3rd, from 5:30-7:30pm. We
will have a pizza dinner, crafts for kids,
devotions, singing of
Christmas carols and cookie decorating. Please sign up by
Wednesday, December 1st on the bulletin board
outside the Fellowship Hall.

November Music Notes
The Power of God’s Infinite Grace in the Story of a Favorite Hymn
As a young woman, Charlotte Elliot was not sure of her relationship with Christ, not sure of how to be saved, even
though she had been raised a minister's daughter, and the probing question “Are you at peace with God?” would not
leave her mind. When she saw an evangelist, she mentioned that she could not shake this question. What could she
possibly bring to God? When he replied that she need not bring anything but herself, God’s grace found its way into
Charlotte’s heart. Some twelve years later, in 1835, crippled by illness and constant fatigue, she felt saddened by her
inability to help a local church’s cause. Remembering her conversion, she took out pen and paper and wrote a poem
to encourage others who felt perhaps they too had nothing to give. . .
"Just as I Am, without one plea, but that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, Oh, Lamb of God, I come..."
Her poem was published and she was inundated with requests for it. She was gladdened to discover later that some
copies were being sold to raise money for the very cause she felt helpless to assist! After her death, thousands of letters were found in her home, written by people whose lives had been transformed by her words. Her song has been
translated into hundreds of languages, published in more than 1600 hymnals, and has reached billions around the
world, and continues to bring he word of Christ to people even today.
In 1931, a 31-year-old man riding in the sidecar of his brother's motorcycle in England finally came to the end of his
internal struggle against whether Christ was indeed the Son of God. He finally knew in his soul that indeed Jesus was
just who He said He was! He realized that God calls us to Him "just as we are". When C.S. Lewis stepped out of the
sidecar, he was a new man, saved by grace!
Never think you have “nothing” to bring to Jesus! That is exactly what He wants you to bring... nothing! He wants you,
just you, as you are! He can take frustration like Charlotte Elliot’s, and skepticism like Lewis’, and reach the world
through you by His grace!
“Just as I am, though tossed about with many a conflict, many a doubt,
fightings and fears within, without, O Lamb of God, I come, I come.”
Soli Deo Gloria,
Keith

November E.A.T. Night
Monical’s, Monday, November 8th
All Day
Enjoy lunch, dinner or both at Monical’s on Mattis
Ave! Bring in the flyer or show an electronic copy to make sure
that 20% of the proceeds will be donated to St. John Lutheran
School. Get a Monical’s Gift Card from Ram Rebate from the
school office.
*An anonymous donor will be matching the funds raised at
Monical’s, so spread the word and help make this event even
more successful!
Order forms are
available on the
narthex table.
Return order forms
to the school office
by Monday, November 8th. Orders
will be delivered on Tuesday, November 16th . Proceeds from this
fundraising will go towards the 7th &
8th grade class trip.
(This fundraiser replaces the Beef
House Roll fundraiser, which was not
available this year.)

Want to support St. John
Lutheran School and Little
Lamb Preschool?
Our teachers have created wishlists on Amazon.
Visit the school website,
www.stjohnls.com, to see
each list.
For other donation and
giving opportunities,
contact the
school office.

Cookbooks – St. John cookbooks are still available for $10 each.
You may purchase them through the office. Thank you.

SAVE THE DATE—Saturday, February 5, 2022
*Reservation information coming in December
Trivia Night Donation and Sponsorships-Do you have a favorite restaurant or store
that you love to frequent? If so, please
consider using one of the
Donation Letters found on the narthex table to ask the
establishment if they would be interested in donating a
gift card or other item for our school's Trivia Night and
Silent Auction in February. These donations help us raise
money for our students and school.
Also, do you own or work for a business that would like
to do some local advertising? You can pick up a Sponsorship Form (also found on the narthex table) and
check out the available options. Sponsorships are a
great way to advertise your business while helping our
school.
See’s Candies Fall/Holiday Fundraiser
Select from a wide variety of chocolates
and other sweet treats. Order online at
anytime and your order will ship directly to you. The St. John Store is open through Dec. 3.
Contact the school office with any questions.
https://bit.ly/StJohnSees

November Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Finn
Jeannine , Sam, Byron Miller, Gary , Hannah
Dean, Jason, Robert , Jeremy
CJ
Christian, Jacob
Clayton, Sarah
Joyce, J.C.
Tim, Everett
Sarah, Presley, Lon, Henos
Larry , George
Karen, Butch
Jonathan
Mesmer , Ceirra
Tucker
Barb, Rita , Fawn
Gabryan, Chuck
Billy
Erica Brian

19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
30

Matthew, Mike
Kelley, Emma, Kim, Michael, Jim
Brad , Gregory
Cheryl, John, Barry, Renae
Susie, Nancy
Jordan, Gilbert
Jennifer, Nicci
David
Gary Hedge, Mark , Crystal
Addisyn , Hannah
Todd, Jeanine, Jacob, Mark , Andrew

November Anniversaries
1
4
5
13
18
19
25
26
28
30

Ben & Wendy (18)
Byron & Lydia (65); Herb & Virginia (65)
Alex & Sue (28); Ron & Susan (38)
Darrel & Linda (37)
Mike & Jill (15)
Heath & Sarah (22); Jim & Karen (38)
Bill & Diann (60); Joe & Alicia IV (15)
Jim & Mimi (63)
Troy & Brandi (23)
Mark & Jennifer (36)

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123
or churchoffice@stjohn-lcms.org) if your
birthday or anniversary is missing or

Chapel Offerings:

Mission Statement:

Lutheran Church Charities K-9 Comfort Dog
Ministry is a national human-care ministry
embracing the unique, calming nature and
skills of purebred Golden Retrievers. The
LCC K-9 Comfort Dogs are a bridge for compassionate ministry, opening doors for conversation about faith and creating opportunities to share the mercy, compassion, presence
and proclamation of Jesus Christ.

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives
that are rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated
by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Chapel Offering for the 1st Wednesday of
each month will be food items for the St.
John Food Pantry.

"Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a
cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every
weight,...looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter
of our faith." Hebrews 12:1a, 2a

Sun

Mon
1

7

All Saints’ Day

Tue
2

Wed

Thu

3

4

10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:15 Fellowship
6:00 Trustees,
Evangelism
6:30 School Board

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Lifelight

All Saints’ Day (Obs.)
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class
Daylight Savings Time Ends

8

9

10

11

All Day - E.A.T. Night
@ Monical’s Pizza
5:30 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

8:10 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast @
Sammy’s
9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Lifelight

14

15

16

17

18

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class

6:30 LWML

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:10
5:45
6:00
7:15

Chapel
Midweek School,
Handbells
Holy Communion

21

22

23

24

No School

8:10 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

7:15 Thanksgiving Eve
Service w/Holy
Communion

25th Sunday after Pentecost

Last Sunday of the Church Year

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class

28

1st Sunday in Advent

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Veteran’s Day

2021
Fri

5

6

12

13

19

20

Newsletter Deadline

25

Thanksgiving

26

30

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

27
9:00 Church
Decorating

Church & School Offices closed

29

Sat

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off:
Fridays

