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Last month I introduced the theme of moving towards a 
Lutheran Piety.   Piety is the way that people practice 
their faith.  A Buddhist monk for example might show 
piety in his religion by walking barefooted through red 
hot coals while in peaceful contemplation.  But in our 
Christian piety this would be meaningless.   For Lutherans 
it is not the things that we do for God,  but what God has 
done and wants to do for us in His Son that matter most.   
All Lutheran piety begins by simply trusting in the 
promise of God's grace:  that we are justified by what 
Christ alone has done for us on the cross,  apart from all 
of our works. 
 
Another way of describing our Lutheran piety might be to 
talk about Lutheran Spirituality.  Central to our piety or 
spirituality as Lutherans is the doctrine of Justification.  
Dr. Martin Luther once declared that the church stands 
or falls on this single teaching from Scripture because it is 
so central to everything that Christians believe.  Indeed 
believing that we are justified by grace through faith on 
account of Christ is what makes us Christians.  If this 
teaching is lost, everything about our understanding of 
God is lost along with it.  Without this foundational 
teaching the true church literally ceases to exist even if 
some outward organization still calling itself the church 
remains. 
 
Some denominations of Christians believe that this was 
just Luther's personal take on Scripture,  and that other 
Christians are equally free to emphasize their own 
preferred teachings of the Christian faith.   Luther 
however did not invent the doctrine of justification, nor 
was Luther acting on his own preferences when he 
elevated the doctrine justification and exalted it above all 
other teachings of the Bible.  Luther was only following 
the Holy Spirit's own clear interpretation of Scripture.  As 
Lutherans we believe that God raised up Luther for this 
very purpose: to rediscover this teaching that had 
become forgotten by the church, and to restore it to its 
rightful place of central importance to Christianity. 
 

Luther came to this profound conclusion about the 
importance of justification from the Bible itself.  God the 
Holy Spirit is responsible for the emphasis that the Bible 
places on our justification before God.   Though 
justification is spoken of throughout the Holy Scriptures,  
God's Spirit inspired the Apostle Paul to spell out this 
doctrine and to specify its supreme importance to our 
piety.   "To be justified" is an ancient word taken from 
the courtroom.  A person was "justified" when a judge 
pardoned or declared a person "not guilty" in a court of 
law.   If the judge's verdict declared the guilty not guilty,  
then this declaration made it so and the defendant was 
set free.   God the judge could not simply let the guilty go 
free without punishing sin and sinners.   And so God's 
love and mercy found a way to punish His Son for the 
sins of the sinner so that sinners could be declared 
righteous and be set free.   And so God does not render 
his decision to justify us based upon any works of the law 
that we perform.  For our works could never justify us 
before God.  It's as St. Paul says, "For there is no 
distinction: for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 
of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus." (Romans 3:23, 
24). 
 
Justification then is an undeserved and unexpected gift 
from God that is the spiritual result of the blood-bought 
redemption of Jesus Christ's death on the cross in our 
place.  Paul says that Jesus our Lord was "delivered up for 
our trespasses and raised for our justification". (Romans 
4:25).   We are not justified or "made right with God" by 
our moral improvement over time,  but our justification 
is based on the doing and dying of another, namely Jesus.   
Our justification in God's sight is a historical fact linked 
forever with the death of Jesus for our sins.  For in a very 
real sense the world was universally justified, absolved, 
pardoned, reconciled to God, and forgiven when the Son 
of God took the punishment that the whole world 
deserved by its sinning upon Himself. The good news that 
we are called to share with those who are not yet 
Christians is more than that they can be forgiven 
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potentially.  The gospel is that God has already forgiven and  justified them because of what Jesus accomplished for them 
on the cross.  As Paul expresses it, the innocent life and death of Jesus "brought justification and life to all men" (Romans 
5:18). 
 

And yet we are justified and come into possession of this good conscience before God only by faith.   We don't first make 
positive changes to our lives and then wait to see if God will justify us.  But long ago God declared us justified and innocent 
in his sight based upon the perfect life that Jesus lived and then forfeited to atone for our very imperfect lives.  And in the 
moment that we believe that we are declared innocent in God's courtroom because of Jesus we are instantly justified by 
faith.   As Paul says, "Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ." (Romans 5:1)  Justification then is God's favor and forgiveness toward undeserving sinners because of Christ.   And 
we are justified by simply believing this without any works that we do before or after coming to faith.   
 
Because Christians have an ongoing lifelong struggle against sin until the grave, justification never loses its relevance to a 
Lutheran.   Until Christ returns and restores this world and us to perfection, we remain saints who sadly are also sinners.  As 
sinners we cling to the promise that God does not count our daily sins of weakness against us, but continually declares us 
"not guilty" -- or justifies us -- on account of Christ. 
 

And so justification defines our relationship with God.   God is our Father and we have his favor only because we believe in 
this core message of Christianity.  While the Bible also has other ways of communicating this same spiritual truth without 
using the word "justification", the word justification and all that it stands for means everything to Lutherans.   That we are 
justified by faith is so fundamental to everything that we believe about God that our Lutheran piety will never let us 
outgrow or grow tired of this teaching.  For we will never be holy enough to stop appreciating that the Son of God took our 
guilt upon himself so that we might receive the verdict of "not guilty" when we stand before God.   It is central to 
everything that Lutherans believe, teach, and confess to cling to the comfort that we are justified freely as an undeserved 
gift in Christ. 
 

Glory with me in our justification through Christ alone,   Pastor Mark Elliott 

Let Us Pray 

 
 

For Peace and Comfort:  Ken and Karen and family at 
the death of Ken’s father Jerry , Pastor and Katie 
Caithamer and family at the death of Pastor’s uncle 
Richard , Edith and family at the death of son Rolf  
 

Upcoming Surgery:  Lela  
 

Following Surgery:  Lingli Arnold-granddaughter of Bob & Joan  
 

Hospitalized:  Norman , Earl, Barbara , Dorothy  
 

Healing and Recovery:   Mel , Duane , Joan, Jeremiah, Mary, Lar-
ry , Bob -father of Brenda , Anibal -brother of Karina , Sue Bohlen 
 

For Successful Treatment:  Anita , Thelma  
 

Military:  Zachary , Jimmy , Brandon ,  
Keidi , Christopher , Taylor , Suzzanna , Robert , Kerry  
 

Missionaries:  Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagascar  
Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca  
Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran  
Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Mission Statement 

United in faith,  we serve the 

Kingdom of God by building 

lives that are rooted in the Word,  

centered on Christ,  and 

motivated by Grace;  to reflect 

Christ’s love and share His 

Gospel with all.  

Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation 
are invited the second  
Thursday of each month to 
Original Pancake House for 
prayers, devotion, food and 
fellowship.  Please join us this 
month on Thursday, October 11th, at 
6:30am. 



Origins of Halloween 
 

Unlike Christmas and Easter, which are Christian holy days that 
have been greatly secularized, Halloween is a pagan holy day 
that has been greatly secularized.  Sources, such as Encyclopedia 
Britannica’s online encyclopedia and Wikipedia, connect the 
origin of Halloween with the pagan festival of the Celts called 
Samhain (pronounced sah-win), dating back over 2,000 years 
ago.  Samhain was considered to be the last day before the new 
year, which began on November 1st.  The Celts held this as their 
new year because it marked the changing from the warmer sea-
son to the colder season.  Because it was the last day of the year, 
Samhain was the time when all those souls of the dead from the 
previous year were journeying toward the spirit world.  In efforts 
to support these spirits, the Celtic people would leave out bas-
kets of food.  Those who feared the return of these spirits sought 
to fool them by wearing disguises.  Others attempted to steer 
the spirits away through fear, dressing themselves in the guises 
of witches, goblins, and demons.  Large bonfires were also built 
to steer the spirits away from the people. 
 

The Word “Halloween” Itself 
 

The word Halloween is actually a contraction of two words: Hal-
lows and Evening.  Since the Seventh century, November 1 has 
been All Saints’ Day.  Another word for saint is holy one or hal-
lowed.  The day before All Saints’ Day—Halloween—is “All 
Saints’ Day Evening” or “All Hallows’ Evening.”  In time, this was 
shortened to “Hallow E’en” or “Halloween.” 
 

Trick-or-Treating 
 

Throughout the Middle Ages, on the night before All Saints’ Day, 
the poor were allowed to go door to door seeking food in ex-
change for prayers for the dead.  Over time, this practice of go-
ing door to door was adapted by more than just the poor.  Trick-
or-treaters would approach homes with the threat of pulling 
harmless pranks if a treat was not given.  Such a threat is not 
very common today as most children can receive candy from 
homes on Halloween if they are dressed in a costume.  Some 
homeowners in the United State have requirements of trick-or-
treaters before giving them candy, such as telling a joke or a Hal-
loween story. 
 

Other Activities 
 

Halloween has become quite the occasion for extravagant par-
ties, especially among adults.  In the past, Halloween practices 
included divination, the act of seeking information from the spir-
itual realm or the occult.  Some women believed they would see 
an image of their future husbands by looking at a mirror in a dark 
room lit by candlelight on Halloween.  Others believed that if 
they threw an apple peel on the floor behind them, the peel 
would land in the letters of the initials of their future husbands. 
 

A Christian Perspective 
 

As the centuries have elapsed, the once-pagan holy day has 
evolved into a secular celebration.  While remnants of the day’s 
origins remain, what is celebrated today by most Americans is a 
day for dressing up, going to parties, carving pumpkins, and go-

ing door-to-door to receive candy.  Celebrating Halloween in 
such a way should not be a burden on any Christian’s conscience.  
However, fixating on the dead and the frightening of others is 
cause for concern.   
 

As Christians, we do not have any conclusive evidence—
especially from Scripture—that the spirits of the dead still wan-
der the earth.  In fact, from Paul’s words to the Philippians (1:21) 
and Jesus’ parable of the rich man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19–31), 
we gather that the transition from earth to heaven or hell is im-
mediate following death.  Rituals, then, to placate the dead are 
not necessary.  Seeking to instill genuine fear in someone simply 
for the sake of doing it, while never condemned specifically in 
Scripture, serves no good purpose.  The Law is preached to sin-
ners so as to frighten the sinner away from faith in him or her-
self, so that the preaching of the Gospel sounds perfectly sweet 
and comforting to the despairing sinner. 
 

Divination, or any attempt to contact the spiritual realm or the 
dead, has long been considered forbidden and dangerous by the 
Christian Church.  Such attempts would be associated with the 
use of “satanic arts” as often translated in and forbidden by the 
explanation of the Second Commandment in the Small Cate-
chism.  Rather, the Christian is given the very holy means of 
prayer, in which he or she has direct access to God the Father 
through Jesus Christ, the one mediator between God and man (1 
Timothy 2:5).  Knowledge of the future should be left to God and 
him alone.  Christians need not worry about what tomorrow 
holds (Matthew 6:34). 
 

Finally, Christians need not fear Halloween’s roots in the spirits 
of the dead, nor its modern, darker connection with the devil, his 
demons, and the occult.  We need not fear because we live in 
the name of Jesus Christ, the name placed on us in Baptism.  He 
has conquered death with his own death and resurrection.  Be-
cause Jesus Christ is victorious and we are placed into him, his 
victory is ours.  This is not free license for the Christian to do as 
he or she pleases, such as delve into the depths of the satanic 
arts and the occult.  Rather, it gives us the proper framework 
with which to view and examine such a secular celebration as 
Halloween.  There is nothing inherently evil about that day.  
Dressing in costumes and trick-or-treating on Halloween will not 
put you more readily into the devil’s sights.  As Christians, we are 
already targets of the devil.  Halloween can and should be used 
to make us more aware of the reality of the devil and his de-
mons, thus making us all the more aware of Jesus Christ’s power 
over the devil and his minions. 
 

If Halloween does give you cause to fear, or any other day for 
that matter, I counsel you to read Luke 4:31–37, or any other 
story about Jesus casting out demons.  Demons fear and tremble 
at the presence of Jesus!  Truly amazing and comforting for us, 
that our Lord and Savior causes the demons to tremble, and that 
he has power over them with his Word.  What a thought to have 
as you go out on Halloween! 
 

God’s peace to you in Jesus Christ, the one who makes the devil 
and his demons tremble. 
 

Pastor Caithamer 

Halloween: A Primer and Christian Perspective 



New Church Directory  

Plans are underway for a new church direc-
tory using a company called “Life Touch” 
which comes highly recommended by other 
Lutheran churches.  Please plan to participate.  The 
dates for having your picture taken are December 5, 
6, 7, 8, 12, 13, 14, 15.  Additional days will be added if 
needed.  These are the soonest dates that Life Touch 
has available and by choosing December, they will give 
a 20% discount on any pictures you may wish to pur-
chase (no purchase necessary to participate and you 
will receive a free directory by participating).   We 
will begin signup for picture appointments in October.  
A lot of volunteers are needed to help with this pro-
ject.  If you are willing to help, please let Susan Elliott 
or Carol know, or put a note in the Evangelism mailbox 
in the church office.  A church directory is a great 
tool for getting to know each other by putting names 
with faces.   

Reformation Announcement from  
The Fellowship Board 

 

The Fellowship Board will be serving a traditional  
German meal after the Reformation service on  
October 28. Our menu will include brats hot from the 
grill, sauerbraten (marinated roast beef), sauerkraut, 
green beans, potato salad, spatzle (freshmade pasta), 
Black Forest cake, fruit tarts, ginger cake, and rye 
bread. For the children, we will have hot dogs and 
chips. 
 

If you are interested in attending the meal, please add 
your name to the sign up sheet by the Fellowship Hall 
by Sunday, October 14. There will be no charge for the 
meal, but we do need to know approximately how 
many will attend. A freewill offering will be taken at 
the door and a list of needed items will be posted for 
donation to help cover the expenses. 

The flu season is here and the parish nurses would like to remind you to get your flu shot.  

If you are over 65, you may also need a pneumococcal vaccine or if you had one over 5 
years ago, you may need a booster shot.  Your health care provider can advise you wheth-

er you need one.  Even with the vaccine, you can take steps to boost your immune system 
to keep you and your family healthy, such as: 

 

*  Get plenty of sleep. 
*  Eat a healthy diet with fruit and vegetables. 

*  Get regular exercise. 
*  Regularly wipe off telephones, door handles, and all frequently touched items with an  

    antiseptic wipe. 

*  Avoid touching your eyes or face. 
*  Wash your hands after using the bathroom and before you eat. 

 

                  Champaign Public Health Department is giving flu shots, phone 217-352-7961. 
                                                               Be safe--be healthy-- be happy. 

Reformation Sunday Special Schedule 
October 28, 2012 

9:00am—Coffee and donuts in Gym Wing 

9:30—Adult Bible Classes and Sunday School 

10:45—Worship Service with Holy Communion 

Following the Service the Fellowship Board will serve a German Lunch, and after we eat there will be a  

concert featuring Keith Williams playing our newly renovated organ.  He will be accompanied by  

many of the instrumentalists of our congregation.    

Missing Item 
 

Please check all items re-
turned to you from VBS.  
A variegated green and 
white table cloth is miss-
ing.  It is white on the 
back side and serged on 
the ends.  On the white 
side of the table cloth the 
name Linda Thiele is sewn 
in red.  Please return to 
the church office.  Thank 
you! 



As requested by the Voters Assembly, here is an update on 2012 offerings 
received through June 2012. 
 

Envelope Giving for  
Aug 2012 

 

Unified Fund*   
Needed Each Month**:  $   119,212.50 
Total Received Aug 2012: $   118,677.40  -$         535.19 
Env./Plate/S Svc Aug 2012: $     57,229.65 
Tuition Aug 2012:  $     61,447.75 
Needed YTD:   $   953,700.00 
Received YTD:   $   885,026.40  -$    68,673.60 
 

Debt Retirement  
Received Aug 2012:  $       2,865.00   
Received YTD:   $     31,688.05    
 
  * Includes envelopes, plate offering, special services not designated for    
    other purposes and school tuition.  
 

** NOTES:  Needed values are based on 2012 estimated budget  
    Figures, NOT actual expenditures. 
 

2012 Proposed Unified Budget:  $1,430,550.00 

Giving compared to 2011 
                                                                                                               
 Aug   Aug 
 2011                  2012  
Envelopes, Plate, Special Services 
$    58,295.10 $     57,229.65 
 
Tuition    
$    63,965.15 $     61,447.75 
 
Debt Retirement                                              
$      5,525.00 $       2,865.00 
=========== =========== 
$  127,785.25 $   121,542.40 

HOW ABOUT HELPING TO USHER 

The elders would like to encourage more of the con-

gregation to help participate with the ushering dur-

ing the worship services.  Ushering presents an op-

portunity for most members of the congregation to 

help out in some way and to get to know new people.  

As everyone has observed, ushering is not a compli-

cated activity BUT a very worth-

while and needed one.  It falls upon 

the elders each Sunday to recruit 

people for this task and remains a 

weekly problem for the  elder in 

charge who has other duties to look 

after.   All who are interested can 

contact Jim , Dan , or the church office.      

Mary Martha Bake Sale and Mini Bazaar 

Saturday, October 20, nine to noon 
 

Please check out our delicious baked goods and our 
craft items; also a table of “white elephants”.  Come 
and have a homemade cinnamon roll and a cup of 
coffee with us.  This is our only money maker of the 
year, and we use the proceeds for missions and ser-
vice both locally and abroad.  Donations of baked 
goods and craft are most appreciated. 

Mary Martha’s regular monthly meeting will be on Thursday, 

October 11 at 1:30.  Kay Lemons, a retired Central High teach-

er, will give a slide presentation of her latest mission trips to 

Ghana and El Salvador.  Anyone who is interested is most wel-

come to join us. 

2012 SHOPPING TRIP to Gurnee Mills:  You’re invited to take the bus on November 10th  to “THE MILLS” in 
Gurnee to shop until you drop for $29.50!  The Peoria Charter Bus will depart St. John’s parking lot at 7:00AM 
and return by 10:00PM.  Listen to the wonderful-mesmerizing voices of the Sweet Adeline’s Quartet LIVE on 
the bus!   Enjoy free coffee, juice and bagels on the way up and cheese & crackers on the way back served 
again by Jan and Wendy .  Call Susan at to make your reservation soon (this bus will fill fast).  Names will go on 
a reservation list in the order they are received (by date & time) (voicemails will be 
taken in the order the same way).  Submit $29.50 to the church office by no later 
than October 28th.  Immediately after that date the next reservation on the list will 
take the spot of those who have not paid.  Thanks for joining the trip; it will be a blast! 



As work on our organ console is being completed, we have continued to be blessed with the talents of 
instrumentalists in our congregation.     
 

We will celebrate the return of our refurbished pipe organ console on Reformation Sunday, October 
28, with all of our choirs taking part in the service, and special hymns and grand celebration.   
 

The concert following our Oktoberfest luncheon will feature the organ and many of our talented instru-
mentalists.  We will hear music for organ and trumpet, organ and trombone, organ and flute, organ 
and violoncello, even organ & organ!   
 

Singers and ringers are also welcoming new (and returning) members as we get the Fall season under-
way.  Regular rehearsals continue as follows: 
  

 Alleluia Ringers 6:00 – 7:00 pm Wednesday 
 Men’s Choir  6:00 – 6:45 pm Thursday 
 Mixed Choir  6:45 – 7:30 pm Thursday 
 
Performance schedule is as follows.  This information is now also available at:  
                                http://stjohnmedia.org/choir/Fall2012_ChoirSchedule.pdf 
 

Sunday, October 7  8:00 Handbells 
     10:45 Handbells – Prelude 

 

Sunday, October 14  8:00 Mixed Choir 
     10:45 Day School Choir 
  

 Sunday, October 21  10:45 Men’s Choir 
 

Sunday, October 28  10:45  Children, Men’s & Mixed Choirs, Handbells, Brass 
              Reformation  Oktoberfest luncheon 
     Organ Concert – organ, handbells, solo instruments 

 

Sunday, November 4  8:00 Day School Choir  
              All Saints  8:00 Handbells 
     10:45 Handbells – Prelude 

 

Sunday, November 11  10:45 Instruments 
 
Music for Corno da Caccia - Sunday, October 21, 2012 • 7:30 p.m., McKinley Presbyterian Church 809 S. 
Fifth St., Champaign.  The seventeenth concert season of the Baroque Artists of Champaign- Urbana 
opens with the return of Michael Tunnell playing corno da caccia (hunting horn), including two concer-
tos by Roellig and Telemann and a selection of arias by Handel and Bach in which that instrument is 
featured.  
 
On Sunday, November 4 at 4:00 pm Keith will be presenting an organ concert at St. John Lutheran 
Church in Royal, in celebration of the recent renovations of that church’s pipe organ by Buzard Pipe 
Organ Builders.  The concert is free and open to the public. 
 

http://stjohnmedia.org/choir/Fall2012_ChoirSchedule.pdf


October Events  
October 7   National Youth Gathering Participant and Parent Meeting 

4:00-5:00pm 
 

October 14   LYF Groups 
Various Times  Check with your LYF Guard for the specifics.   

    Dead Line for the Junior High Lock-in 
      
Sunday, October 21  Deadline to sign up for Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch 
 

Sunday, October 28  LYF Fest:  Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch and Corn Maze 

1:30 – 4:30 pm   Come dressed for the outdoors and enjoy a fun afternoon exploring an intricate corn maze  

    with your friends!  Cost is $7, and you may want to bring a little extra cash for a snack.   
                                                   Please sign-up on the youth board outside the church office. We need to make sure we  
                                                   have enough drivers. 

Central Illinois District Junior High Lock-in 
 

November 9-10, 2010, 9:00 pm – 6:00 am 
 

Bloomington, IL    Cost:  $25 
 

Pick up information outside the church office and register by October 3! 
 

***Adults are needed to drive and go along as chaperones to the Junior High Lock-in!  We need one adult for 
every seven youth that go to this event. If we don’t have parents go along, then we can’t send our youth.   

Please see Dan , if you are interested. 

Meet our Sunday School Teachers!! 
We are blessed to have a wonderful group of teachers  

for the coming year!  We thank them for their dedication and  
service.  . 

 

Parents and 2’s  Karla  
3-4 year old class  Karen & Chris  
Kindergarten  Rachel & Sue  
1st Grade  Faith & Monica  
2nd Grade  Cindy & Linda  
3rd & 4th Grade  Marlene  
5th & 6th Grade                   Rise & Bill  
7th & 8th Grade  Karen  
High School  Dan & Andy  

MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
 

Friday November 30  
Family Advent Night 5:30-7:30 
(watch for more information) 

 

Saturday, December 1   
Christmas Program Practice begin.  

 

Christmas Program will be Sunday,  
December 16 at 4:00  

Opportunities to serve and teach 

Opportunities to grow in faith 

REFORMATION SUNDAY 
Come join us  Sunday October 28th at 9:30 for a combined Sunday School hour learning and having fun . We will be 

learning information and doing fun activities about Reformation. The children have been working with Keith Williams 

each Sunday to prepare to sing during the church service that day. 



Cub Scout Pack 113 – 
The year just getting 
started.  We have three 
new Scouts joining the 
Pack. Boys in 1st 
through 5th grade boys 
are eligible for Cub 
Scouts and can join at 
any time.  Adult leaders 
are needed, both as Den Leaders and ”behind 
the scenes.”  You don't need to have a son in 
the pack to be a leader—this is a service op-
portunity for any adult who is willing to help 
guide our boys as they form the values that 
they will live by as adults. 

Our Popcorn fundraiser has begun.  It is the 
main source on income for the Pack.  The tins 
are back and there are some new varieties to 
choose from, as well as your old favorites.  
The Scouts will have some products available 
on Sunday Oct. 7 and Oct. 21 between ser-
vices.   

For more information on joining Cub Scouts, 
becoming an Adult Leader, ordering popcorn, 
or any other Scouting information, please call 
Bill or Kim ,. 

 

A variety of school activities is planned for the month of October.  Teachers will be attending the Central Illinois District Teachers’ Con-
ference in Decatur on October 4 and 5.  School picture days are October 9 and 10.  Mrs. Rohrer will be offering an informational ses-
sion for preschool parents entitled “Helping Your Child Become a Reader” at 7:00 on October 11.  The end of the first quarter is Friday, 
October 12.  (Boy, this has been a fast quarter!)  The Public Health District will be conducting vision and hearing screenings for stu-
dents in designated grades on October 18 and 19.  Report cards will be sent home with students on Friday, October 19.  We are look-
ing forward to the PTF Fall Family Fun-Raiser the evening of October 19.  Congregation members are invited to attend, and there’s no 
admission fee.  Parent-teacher conferences are scheduled for the afternoon and evening of Thursday, October 25 and the morning of 
Friday, October 26.  We end the month with several class field trips which are scheduled for Wednesday, October 31.  

  Come out and cheer for our girls’ volleyball teams as they play Trinity Bloomington on Tuesday, October 9, beginning at 5:00 for the 
junior varsity team and at 6:00 for the varsity team.  They play St. John Mattoon at 5:30 for JV, 6:30 for varsity, and 7:30 for the B team 
on Tuesday, October 16.    Our soccer team will play St. John Mattoon at Dodd’s Park at 5:30 on Friday, October 19.   The last home 
volleyball game and eighth grade night is Monday, October 22 against Mt. Pulaski—JV is at 5:30, and varsity is at 6:30.  Take this news 
article to any of the volleyball games for free admission and a complimentary drink. 

What’s Happening at  

School this Month 

***LIBRARY NEWS***READING IS FUN***LIBRARY NEWS*** 
 

Thursday, September 6 was the first day for our Kinder-
garten - fifth grade classes to check out books in our  
library. We welcomed new students, reviewed library 
etiquette and the check out procedure, read a fun story 
to the Kindergarten, first and second grade classes and 
noticed how much returning students had grown over 
the summer!     We were also very blessed by having  
volunteers Ruth and Maura assisting our students. Both 
Ruth and Maura had grandchildren visiting the library. 
Thank you true friends of our library!   Over the summer 
several book and magazine donations were made.  The 
Potter family, Aunt Roxy , Steven , The Lange family and 
Pryce were our kind donors. Pryce donated books 4 - 11 
of the  
Sorcerers Apprentice series that Mrs. Milas introduced 
him to while he was a student in her class last year. Pryce 
hopes that other students will enjoy these books as much 
as he and Mrs.Milas did.  
 

Thank you all for thinking of our school library! 
We are off to a great start!  Ronda Craig, librarian 

Benefit for Justin , a student at St. John Lutheran School 

We are happy to report that $7102.78 was raised for Justin through many generous dona-
tions, fundraising projects at the school, and matching funds of $1682 from Thrivent.  Jus-
tin has completed his treatments and is cancer-free at this time.  However, he is still at 
home for the next few months since his immune system is low which makes him suscepti-
ble to infection and disease. The family is very appreciative of everyone’s prayers, fund-
raising efforts, and concern for Justin’s health and well-being.  



 

     St. John Parent Teacher Fellowship 

Fall Family Fun-raiser 
October 19, 2012 

6:30-8:30 pm 
 

At St. John Lutheran School  
 

 

Please join us for an evening of fun for all ages.  There will be many fall
-themed games and activities including: 
Picking Apples, Sweeping Pumpkins, Pumpkin Toss,  Face Painting, Carved Pumpkin Contest,  Dec-
orated Pumpkin Contest, Guess the Pumpkin Weight, Guess How Many Candy, Photo Pass (each 
participate gets a ticket to get a fall themed photo taken by a photographer), Mum walk, popcorn and 
lemonade for all! 

Please help PTF raise funds for technology needs at St. John School by 
also participating in a silent/live auction that will include incredible des-
serts, class baskets, teacher hosted packages, and Buy It Now/Wishlist 
items! 
 

$5 per child (Adults and children under 2-Free) 
 

If you would like to learn more about this event, volunteer to help, or make a dona-
tion, please contact Suzanne Zercher at 369-1482, or Suzanne.zercher@carle.com.  

P 

T 
F 

Box Tops for 

 Education 

 

CUBS 

VS.  

CARDINALS 

 

Bring your Box 

Tops in to the 

church or school 

office and help your 

team win. Your fa-

vorite team scores 

a run with each Box 

Start Your Holiday 

Shopping Early 

With  

Ram Rebate 
 

 

Upcoming Order Dates: 

Mondays- October 8, 22 & 29 

Mondays- November 5, 12 & 26 
 

Please have orders with payment 

(made payable to St. John PTF) to 

the school office by 3pm on the due 

date.   You may also order on-line @ 

wwwshopwithscrip.com by entering 

our St. John enrollment code:  

84L8EEE115569. 

OCTOBER 

SALE              

When:   Wednesday, October 17 
Where:   Fellowship Hall 
Time:   Pick up between 3 - 4pm 
 

October order forms are on the Narthex table. 
Please turn orders in to the church or school office 
by Friday, October 12 at 3pm or you have until 
11pm that day to place an on-line order at market-
day.com.  You may also call in your order to Diane 
Pelafos @ 356-0063.  Order forms will be sent 
home with school children as well. 
 

Promotions this Month: 
 

1) FREE 1# bag of Broccoli Florets with a $40 purchase 
2)  Purchase $90 or more on-line and enter promo code: 
OCTBONUS to receive a FREE 4pack of ChicknSteaks 
3)  Free-Quent Buyer – make at least 2 $40 purchases 
between September and November and with your $40 
purchase in December receive a FREE large insulated 
tote. 

4) Try a Free Sample of the new Whole Grain 

PB&J Grahamwich Bars 

mailto:Suzanne.zercher@carle.com


1 Dan , Rob , Marissa  

2 Tom , Lauren , Pam  

3 Lance , Jake , Brandon  

4 Rebecca , Jean , Pam , Connor , Annabel  

5 Diane , Rachel , Kathy  
6 Tracy , Gail  
7 Ali  
8 Alexis , Rex , Caroline , Leslie , John  
9 Terra , Ashley , Spenser , Walter , Jay  
10 Keith , Earl , Kim , Nathaniel , Duane  
11 Mike , Delores  
12 Sandy  
13 Traci , Risë , Ben  
14 Jim  
15 Will , Nicholas , Gabriel , David , Kyle , Julie Monroe, 

Nick  
16 Larry , Alex , Julia  
17 Terry  
19 Roger , Bailey  

20 Jessica , Wally , Anthea , Dot  
21 Ruby , Stacey , Linda  
22 Geneice , Wendy , Ethan  
23 Alexa  
24 Curt , Jeff  
25 Madigan , Claire , Jordan  
26 Linda , Richard  
28 Patty , Vince  
29 Karen , Joe , Trent , Melissa  
30 Pat Ronda , Florence , Leo  
31 Sue , Robert , Eli , Dorothy  

1 Rev. Jeff & Katie (7) 
2 Laran & Erin (2) 
4     John & Lisa (9) 
6     Lee & Judy (39) 
7 Rene & Nicole (12) 
8 Rev. Don & Mar (52); John & Cheryl Johnson (46) 
9 Martin & Beth (18); Al & Sherleen (2) 
10 Curtis & Lori (31); Gerald & Linda (39) 
11 Ryan & Amy (9); David & Kristina (15) 
14 Arnold & Myla (40) 
15 Andy & Cindy (46) 
16 Tony & Jennifer (19) 
17 David & Lisa (14); Mel & Lola (59); Roger & Norma 

(14) 
18 Curt & Paula (26) 
21 Raymond & Judy (45); Mike & Maxine (23) 
24 Steve & Nancee (31); Richard & Barbara (42) 
26 Tom & Peggy (44) 
31   Alvin & Beverly (43) 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES  
FOR  

SEPTEMBER 
 

Sundays   8:00 Comm     10:45   Comm 
 Sep 2 197 148 160 120  
 Sep 9 241 180 165 138  
 Sep 16 232 174 224 157     
 Sep 23 224 158 218 167 
 Sep 30 194 163 184 141        
       

Wednesdays   7:15    Comm 
 Sep 5 26 15       
 Sep 12 30 23    
 Sep 19 22 16   
 Sep 26 30 25 

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123 or 

pmartin@stjohn-lcms.org) if your birthday or anniversary 

is missing or incorrect.  Unfortunately, we don’t have 100% 

of our members’ birthdays & anniversaries on file.  Letting 

us know of any correction or omissions is a great way to 

help us complete our records.  Thank you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions and Hymn-sing 

at Amber Glen 

14th & 28th 

2:30pm 

1  
8:45 MOPS 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 

2 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
  6:30 School Board 
  7:00 Trustees 
  7:00 Fellowship Board 

3 
8:25 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

4   No School 

  8:30 Lifelight 
12:30 Widows’ Group 
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  6:30 Lifelight 
  6:45 Mixed Choir 

5   No School 6 

7 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
          (Handbells) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          New Member Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  4:00 NYG Meeting 

8 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
6:00 Finance Board 
 
 

Ram Rebate 
orders due 

9 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Elders 

10 
8:25 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
7:15 Holy Communion 

11 
6:30 Men’s Prayer 
        Breakfast   
8:30 Lifelight 
1:30 Mary Martha 
6:30 Lifelight 
 

12 

 
Market Day  
orders due 

 
Ram Rebate pickup 

 

13 
8:00 Handymen 

14 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
          (Mixed Choir) 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          New Member Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
          LYF Groups TBA 

15 
8:45 MOPS 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 

16 
  6:00 Council 

17 
8:25 Chapel 
3:00 Market Day Sale 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

18 
8:30 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

19 
6:30 PTF Fall Family 
        Funraiser 

20 
9:00 Mary Martha  
        Bake Sale &  
        Mini-Bazaar 

21 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          New Member Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
          (Men’s Choir) 
  1:00 Voters Meeting 

22 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

Ram Rebate 
orders due 

23 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
  1:00 1st and 2nd Grade 
           Reading Buddies 
  3:45 Evangelism 
  6:00  Parish Ed 
  6:30 PTF 
  7:30 Youth Board 

24 
8:25 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

25 
8:30 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

26   No School 

 

 

Ram Rebate pickup 

 

27 

28    Reformation 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          New Member Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
Oktoberfest Meal 
Organ Concert 
  1:30 LYF Fest 

29 
8:45 MOPS 
2:15 Moms in Prayer 
 
 

Ram Rebate 
orders due 

30 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 
 

31 
8:25 Chapel 
5:45 Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

Pastors’ day off 
Fridays 

 

Church office 
359-1123 

 

School Office 
359-1714 

  

2012 

Pastors’   Fall   Circuit    Conference 


