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 Martin Luther said once regarding music, “Music 
is an endowment and gift of God, not a gift of men.  It also 
drives away the devil and makes people cheerful; 
[Through music], one forgets all anger, unchasteness, 
pride, and other vices.”  Luther goes on in praise of music 
to say, “I place music next to theology [the study of God’s 
Word] and give it the highest praise.” Music certainly 
turned out to be a great blessing through which God 
granted great success to spread of the theology of the Lu-
theran Reformation.  For Luther understood very well 
how deeply music is able to influence the soul and estab-
lish the Gospel in the hearts of men.  

 
 Luther himself was endowed with the gift of mu-
sic and wrote many of the hymns of the Reformation, in-
cluding the text and tune, “Ein Feste Burg”  --  “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God”.  Keep in mind that prior to Luther, 
music was mostly chanted or sung in Latin by choirs or 
cantors rather than the congregation.  It was Luther who 
introduced congregational singing into the divine service 
by composing hymns in German that the laity could both 
understand and sing.  There are six such “Luther” hymns 
represented in our hymnal, the Lutheran Service Book.  

 
  Luther appreciated that music should serve God 
and the cause of the Gospel. Luther lamented already in 
his day how many songs served the sensual flesh of man 
rather than the Spirit of God.  Luther says, “I greatly de-
sire that youth, which after all, should and must be 
trained in music and other proper arts, might have some-
thing whereby it might be weaned from the love ballads 
and the sex songs [they are accustomed to] and, instead 
of these, learn something beneficial... as befits youth.  Nor 
am I of the opinion that all the arts are to be overthrown 
and cast aside by the Gospel, as some superspiritual peo-
ple protest; but I would gladly see all the arts, especially 
music, in the service of Him who has given and created 
them.” 
 

 Luther’s vision for the use of music as a tool to 
serve God and as a gift to spread the Gospel also became 
the vision of many orthodox Lutheran musicians who 
would come after the Great Reformer.   But none of these 
were greater than the famous Johann Sebastian Bach.  
Most people today have no idea of just what a devout Lu-

theran Bach was.  His entire career was spent writing 
music for the church, and most of Bach’s works were 
composed for the Lutheran divine service and were only 
“performed” there.  

 
 As the Kapellmeister first of the Dresden court 
and then of St. Thomas Lutheran Church in Leipzig, 
Bach’s entire life and musical career was spent in cities in 
which the Lutheran Church and its worship still occupied 
a central position in the lives of its people.  While even 
the secular world has long appreciated Bach’s musical 
genius, Bach did not compose his music in order to re-
ceive human praise, but for the glory of God alone.  At the 
bottom of every musical composition that he ever wrote, 
Bach penned these words, “Soli Deo Gloria”  [Glory to God 
alone]. 
 

 Bach set about to put the narrative of the Gospel 
to music.  God had given Johann Sebastian Bach the ex-
treme musical talent necessary to carry Luther’s vision 
forward in a way that would extend the musical reach of 
the Lutheran Reformation into the hearts of people for 
centuries.   It’s often been said that God allowed for the 
invention of the printing press just in time to circulate 
Luther’s theology to the masses.  In the same way Jo-
hann Sebastian Bach’s birth and music career timed out 
perfectly to carry forward the Christ-centered theology 
of Martin Luther.  

 
 Bach was no casual Lutheran, unfamiliar with Lu-
ther’s Reformation teachings.  Even ahead of his perfor-
mance talents, Bach was a pious Lutheran.  Bach’s lyrics 
and his melodic compositions show the deep imprint of 
Lutheran Orthodoxy upon him.  Bach was not the famous 
performer that we may have imagined him to be.  Instead, 
Bach received little notice or recognition from the world 
of his day.  Bach was an accomplished musician, organist, 
cantor, and choir leader who did not create music for mu-
sic’s sake.  Instead, Bach was a passionate Lutheran who 
understood his vocation as a church musician and used 
his music in service to Christ and to His Church. 
 

 The Lutheran Church has always been a singing 
church that views the art of musical composition and per-
formance as a most excellent gift from God.  Our own con-

THE REFORMATION IN MUSIC 



Let Us Pray 

 

Peace and Comfort:  Roger & Norma and family at the death of Roger’s mother Olive , Ken 
& Sharon and family at the death of Sharon’s father John , Rod & Anne , John Jr. and James 
and family at the death of Anne’s mother Lois , Ron & Carol and family at the death of Car-
ol’s brother, Stephanie and family at the death of Stephanie’s father-in-law Mel  
 
Following Surgery:  Nancy , Avis , Mary , Jennifer  
 
Hospitalized:  JB , Doris , Ellie  

 
Healing and Recovery:   Dorothy , Walt , Tom , Pat , Judy -mother of Rochelle  
 
For Comfort, Peace and Healing: Darlene  
 

For Successful Treatment:  Maxine, Jeff  

 
Military:  Ashley , Taylor, Andy, Luke , Jim, Zachary, Brandon, Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna , Robert, 
Ben, Allyson , Tom  
 
Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Semi-
nary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Luther-
an Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

gregation is indeed a congregation that likes to sing to the glory of God.  Standing up at the altar this past Sunday, 
I was overcome with emotion as the congregation sang the canticle in the LSB 941, “We Praise You and 
Acknowledge You, O God.”   As we were singing that hymn to the glory of the LORD, I felt that I had been given a 
tiny foretaste of heaven. Singing this version of the Te Deum for me at least, represented absolutely everything 
that is good about music, especially when music is combined with the treasured message of the Gospel that 
means so much to all true Lutherans. 

 
 It’s wonderful to know that the very Gospel that was recovered by Luther at the time of the Lutheran 
Reformation, and is still so important to us, is what inspired Johann Sebastian Bach’s music.  Luther and Bach re-
flect how theology and music go perfectly together as each enhances the other.  Music will therefore always re-
main a very important part of our observance of the Reformation and of the liturgical life of the Lutheran Church.  
Let me attempt a metaphor.  Just as God formed Eve from Adam’s rib, in order to compliment his masculine quali-
ties, so God made music to compliment the saving Gospel.  This is why the theology of the Lutheran Reformation 
will forever need to be set to beautiful music. 

 

  On Sunday, October 26th we will celebrate Reformation Sunday, with special music in the divine service 
chosen for the occasion.  And then later that Sunday evening, at 7:00 pm our celebration of the Reformation con-
tinues with a special concert featuring music for organ and brass.   Sal Percoco, our Lutheran School music teach-
er is the leader of the Sycamore Brass Quintet.  They will be joining our own Kapellmeister, Keith Williams for a 
concert of powerful selections based on Luther’s hymns and other Lutheran hymns.  Please honor the gift of mu-
sic and the Gospel message of the Reformation by attending this great concert. 

 

A mighty fortress is our God,  Pastor Mark Elliott 



In last month's article, I defined key terms that crop up in our 
Christian conversation with brothers and sisters in the faith 
and with others who pay attention to world events.  Those 
terms defined were Israel, Hebrew, Jew, and Judaism.  What 
tends to cause the most chaos with these terms and leads to 
the greatest false teaching about the Jews is a common mis-
understanding of who the people of God are.  In this month's 
article, I will attempt to lay out a clear description of the 
called people of God in the Old Testament and in the New 
Testament, what St. Paul has to say about the matter, and 
how we are to view "Israel" from here forward. 
 
Old Testament Israel 
It is vital to understand how "Israel" first came to be.  As de-
scribed in the definition from last month, Israel was the name 
given to Jacob, the son of Isaac, after he wrestled with the 
angel of the Lord (Genesis 32).  Jacob received the promise 
given to his grandfather, Abraham, that forth from him would 
come blessing for all nations (Genesis 12).  Abraham was cho-
sen, as was Jacob, to be the father of many nations. 
 
When this people had been established, it was made clear to 
them the reason for their calling.  From Deuteronomy 7:6-8, 
we read, "For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. 
The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his 
treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the 
face of the earth. It was not because you were more in num-
ber than any other people that the LORD set his love on you 
and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, but it is 
because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he 
swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out 
with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of 
slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt" (emphasis 
mine). 
 
What needs to be highlighted here is not the people who 
were called but the calling itself.  It is the truth that a people 
is called that matters the most.  Abraham and his descendants 
were chosen to be God's people, even as the Messiah was 
promised to come forth from the descendants of Adam and 
Eve (Genesis 3:15-16).  There was nothing great about Israel 
that made God choose them.  It was his love for them and for 
all people.  It is the calling of God that makes one special.  
One is not called because he is special. 
 
Throughout Israel's history, it can be argued that the people 
of God took advantage of that designation and wandered 
away from Yahweh God over and over again.  While they 
were not faithful to God, God remained faithful to them and 
to his promise that the Savior would come forth from their 

family.  God specifically chose a people in history to bring 
forth the Savior into history to save all sinners, of which Israel 
is included.  There was nothing inherently special about Israel 
that moved God to pick them.  Actually, it was quite the oppo-
site.  Because they were so small and unrecognized, God used 
them.  This is a theme that plays out time and time again, thus 
leading one to conclude that this is God's preferred way to 
operate. 
 
New Testament Israel 
From Israel's inception to its existence in the time of Christ, 
much had changed.  They went from being a wandering peo-
ple, to an enslaved people, to a conquering people under King 
David, to an exiled people, and then to a ruled people.  When 
our Lord was born into this world, the people of Israel were 
allowed to govern themselves while under the rule of the Ro-
man empire.  The Israel that Jesus was born into would be 
hardly recognizable to Jacob, Moses, and David, not in ap-
pearance, but in substance. 
 
Throughout the progression of the Old Testament history, we 
see a dwindling of the faithful people of God, those who held 
to the promise of the Messiah and recognized their value be-
cause they were attached to that promise.  This number be-
comes so few that Jesus Christ is quite often referred to as 
"Israel reduced to one," a view supported by Hosea 11:1 and 
Matthew 2:15.  Jesus, as the perfect chosen Israel, lives the 
perfect life of man demanded by God's great justice.  Out of 
God's great love and mercy, Jesus is sacrificed for the lives of 
all sinners. 
 
Jesus, as Israel reduced to one, has trained 12 disciples to lead 
the chosen people of God following his ascension.  As a result, 
the 12 lead the church by means of the proclamation of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ and the administration of the Sacra-
ments: Baptism and the Lord's Supper.  All those who now 
believe in Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world, the long-
promised messiah, are the people of God.  All baptized Chris-
tians are the chosen ones of God.  We are the chosen ones of 
God.  We are the receivers of the promise.  We are Israel. 
 
Israel Moving Forward 
St. Paul felt a deep sorrow and unceasing anguish in his heart 
for his fellow Jews.  He knew that God had chosen a certain 
people and because of that choosing they were special.  As 
the chosen ones, the Israelites had in their possession "the 
adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the 
worship, and the promises.  To them belong the patriarchs, 
and from their race, according to the flesh, is the Christ, who 
is God over all, blessed forever.  Amen" (Romans 9:4-5). 

Understanding Israel 
Part 2: Who Are the People of God? 



This is truly awesome!  Israelites have been truly blessed.  But Paul does not conclude from that that they are above 
anybody else.  He has anguish in his heart because he knows that none of those amazing gifts and blessings mean any-
thing if they do not have faith in Jesus Christ.  Paul writes, "For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 
and not all are children of Abraham because they are his offspring, but 'Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.' 
This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God, but the children of the promise are 
counted as offspring" (Romans 9:6-8). 
 
Those who share blood with Abraham and the ancient Israelites are special, for we Gentiles cannot claim the same.  
But that commonality cannot save them.  "For by grace you have been saved through faith.  And this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast" (Ephesians 2:8-9).  Paul wrote these words 
to the church in Ephesus who no doubt had former religious Jews in their midst.  It is only by faith in Jesus Christ that 
anyone is saved and has the forgiveness of sins. 
 
Knowing that, no human relationship can save you.  God does not overlook the blight of sin on account of anyone's 
ancestry.  Faith in Christ alone saves.  And that faith is necessary, even for the Jews and the Israelites, as well as mod-
ern-day Israelis.  Thus, when Paul speaks of the Israel that is saved, it is the Israel that is made up of those who believe 
in Jesus.  Christians are Israel.  Christians are the people of God.  The nation of Israel in today's world need not concern 
us with any theological importance.  It is no different than any other country in today's world.  What is true for the rest 
of the world is true for modern-day Israel: all are sinners and all are in need of faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. 
 
Thanks be to God who has granted us faith to believe that truth, who has made us his people in Baptism, and has 
brought us together as the people of Israel. 
 
In God's most holy name, 
 
Pastor Caithamer  

 
 
LWML Sunday is October 5.  Join with us for a brunch and fellowship following the 8:00 service.   
 

On October 20 the LWML will meet in the Fellowship Hall at 6:30 to pack the school kits for 
World Relief.  Please come to help us pack the kits. LWML wants to thank everyone who filled a 
bag with supplies for the children who desperately need them.  If you have not returned your 
bag please do so before Oct. 20. 
 

St. John’s LWML had a very successful Zone Rally because of all the women who served the 
Lord with gladness.  There were 69 women in attendance and 4 pastors who spent the day to-
gether.  For our ingathering we received over 2,500 diapers for two local women’s organiza-
tions.  These are the women who served: 

Kate  
Jan  
Joyce  
Dorothy  
Rochelle  
Pam  
Linda  
Alice  
Barb  
Jean  

Lou Ann  
Letha  
Jean  
Carol  
Donna  
Ronda  
Karen  
Julia  
Linda  
Marlene  



Mission Statement 
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are  

rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the second Thursday of each month to Original Pancake House 
for food and fellowship, and devotion and prayers led by Pastor Caithamer.  Please join us this month on 

Thursday, October 9th, at 7:00am. 

   Reading Buddies will meet Tuesday, October 21st, at 1:00pm. 

Acolyte and Processional Training!  Pastor Caithamer is offering an acolyte training session on 
Saturday, October 18 at 9:00am for any 6th, 7th, and 8th graders who may have missed the train-
ing in the past or who would like more practice.  After that session, at about 9:45am, Pastor will 
be leading a processional training session.  This is open to any confirmation students who would 
like to learn about the procession of the cross and torches for special services.  If you would like 
to attend one or both of these sessions, please call or email Pastor Caithamer  

 

 

Thanks to all those who participated in the scavenger hunt in September.  We collected 122 items to help stock the food 
pantry. 

We will be going to Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch to have fun in the corn maze on Sunday, October 12.   We will meet at the 
church at 1:30 and will return at 4:30.  Sign-up sheets are on the bulletin board.  Hope to see you there. 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER 

LWML School Kits—If you have a grocery bag for the Lutheran World Relief/School Kit effort and would still like to con-

tribute, please do so by October 20. The LWML will be packing these kits at their regular monthly meeting on Monday, Oc-

tober 20. We would like for all ladies of the congregation to join us if schedule permits. 

Theological Readers Group will meet on Sunday, October 19, at 4:30 p.m. to discuss the 
book, "The Defense Never Rests" by Craig Parton.  If you would like to participate, you can 
order a copy online or pick one up from the church office. 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER 
Do you enjoy Champaign/Urbana and its surrounding communities?  Starting October 19, the Youth will be selling “Enjoy the City” cou-

pon books as one of our fundraisers.  This coupon book offers coupons to local restaurants, venues and retailers.      There are over 

$2,000 in savings available in the book that will cost $20.  Most coupons are buy one get one so it will only take about five coupons to 

save the cost of the book!!  Books will be available in the Fellowship Hall October  19, 26 and November 2 before and after Bible class.  

You can also see any LYF participant or leader. 



                 

SHOPPING TRIP to WOODFIELD MALL 
       Saturday, December 6, 2014 
 

Join us for a fun day of shopping at Woodfield 
Mall on Saturday, December 6, 2014.  Coffee, 
juice & bagels will be served for breakfast on the 
way up and cheese & crackers will be served on 
the way back.  Games, singing, and lots of fun will 
enhance our trip.  Send $35.50 (payable to St. 
John Lutheran Church) to 509 S. Mattis Avenue, 
Champaign, IL 61822  and please include the 
names of your shoppers.  Reservations received 
without payment will be invalid. 
 

The bus will leave the church parking lot at 7:00 
a.m.  and will return at about 10 p.m.   Any ques-

tions? Please call Susan  
 

‘Hope you will join us! 

LADIES!!!  St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 

Dorans, is having a Fall Brunch on 

Saturday, October 11th, 2014, at 

10:00am..  See ore details on bulletin 

board by the Fellowship Hall. 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Sunday School is off to a wonderful beginning for 

the year 2014-2015.  We have loving and dedicated 

teachers and children who are eager to learn about their 

Savior.  Thank you to the following teachers for serving: 
 

Karla , Parents & Toddlers 

Katie and Sierra , 3 year olds 

Karen and Rachel , 4 year olds 

Sara and Sue , K-1 
Marlene , 2-3  

Cindy and Christy , 4-5 

Bill and Christy , 6-8 

Dan & Faith and Elizabeth , High School 

 

If you feel the Lord is asking you to serve somewhere in 
the church, we would be happy to use you as a team 

teacher in grades 4-5 or 6-8. 

 

This year the following students received their Bible: 

    Peter  
    Eli  

    A.J.  

    Meaghan  

    Isabella  

    Tinley  

    Maci  
    Ella  

    Judah  

    Zoe  

    Joel  

    Maddy  
    Abby  

    Logan  

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Music of Bach, Mahler, Praetorius & more! 

Free-will donation 

Music for Brass 

Music for Organ 

Music for Brass & Organ 

 

The Sycamore Brass 

Keith Williams, organ 

Sunday, October 26 at 7:00 

  

St. John Lutheran Church 

509 S. Mattis Avenue  

Champaign 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/cliparts/7Ta/kAe/7TakAeETA.jpeg&imgrefurl=http://www.clipartbest.com/clip-art-treble-clef&h=504&w=304&tbnid=7LJyUs9CcWMhwM:&zoom=1&docid=fYGHGUPklDgsRM&ei=vKcoVPmfGomdyASJ7YCIDQ&tbm=isch&ved=0CFQQ


      Music Notes      
 
 
Adult Choirs are in full swing (and ring)!  Our singing and ringing ensembles continue their regular rehears-
als in the church balcony the week as follows: 
 
Alleluia Ringers Wednesdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm – No rehearsal October 22 
Men’s Choir  Thursdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm 
Mixed Choir  Thursdays 6:45 – 7:30 pm 
 
 
Performance schedule this month is as follows: 
Sunday, October 5 (no choirs) LWML to sing Prelude at both services  
     Colin , Trumpet 
 
Sunday, October 12 8:00  Alleluia Ringers  8:00 (and 10:45 Prelude) 
 
Sunday, October 19 8:00 School K-3 choir (Prelude), Lois - violin 
   10:45 Mixed Choir 
 
Sunday, October 26 Brass at both services 
(Reformation)  8:00 Men’s Choir 
   10:45 Mixed Choir 
 
Sunday, November 2 8:00 Alleluia Ringers 
(All Saints)  10:45 School K-3 Choir (Prelude) 
   
 
Calling all brass players.  We are looking forward to a grand and glorious celebration the morning of  
October 26 – Reformation Sunday!  Rehearsal schedule will be finalized soon, but please plan on at least a 
dress rehearsal on Saturday, October 25. 
 
Sunday, October 26 at 7:00 pm - our Reformation Sunday celebrations will conclude with a special concert 
featuring music for organ and brass.  Sal Percoco, the music teacher in our school, is also the leader of the 
fine Sycamore Brass Quintet.  They will be joining me for a concert of wonderful selections, many based on 
Lutheran (and Luther) hymns.  All donations collected at the concert will be used to both support the 
school’s music program and the organ improvement project. 
 
Mark your calendars now!  If you can help with publicity for this event we would be delighted to provide 
material for you to distribute. 
 
Soli Deo Gloria   
Keith Williams 



St. John Lutheran School PTF Golf Outing and Auction 

THANK YOU!!!!!! 
We want to give a huge thank you to everyone who made this year’s golf outing and 

auction such a success! 
 

The final numbers are not in yet, but due to the generosity of our 

church and school families, we have raised enough money to 

purchase 10 new microscopes for our school! 
 

We ended the evening with a couple of donors matching funds to purchase  

microscopes.  We had several church and school families purchase a total of six  

microscopes, with four more from matching donors.  There is another donor willing to 

match an additional microscope.   
 

Due to the overwhelming generosity, the school would like to purchase five more  

microscopes and one teaching microscope.  If you would like to contribute towards a 

microscope or donate the full amount ($275), please contact the school office at 359-

1714.  The next full microscope purchase will be matched by a donor. 
 

Thank You… 

To all the parents, individuals, and businesses who donated to the event and auction: 
Mr. Burgener    Mrs. Block     Miss Crawford  

Mrs. Mihm    Mr. Percoco    Miss Rudick 

Mr. & Mrs Crawford    Dennis     Anne  

Timmie    Laurie    Mr. & Mrs. Wall 

DWP Golf & Soccer   Cheese & Crackers   Great Harvest 

i-Power School of Gymnastics Little Gym     Monical’s Pizza 

Natural Gourmet    Normal    The Original Pancake House  

The Orpheum Children’s Museum Soccer Planet     Sun Singer Wine & Spirits 

YMCA    And our school families and Room Reps for the class baskets 
 

To our golfers 
 

To those who helped during the event: 
Joel Burgener   Rachel   Katie  Christy  

Kim    Leah    Susan  

  

To Mike and the U of I Golf Course 
 
 



        vs.      

 Box Tops Cubs vs. Cardinals Contest  

 Bring in your Box Tops to help your favorite team score 
"runs" in the game! The contest will run for 9 weeks, 
representing the 9 innings. The scores will be an-
nounced after each "inning". Place your Box Tops in ei-
ther the Cubs or Cardinals container in the school office. 
There will be a special prize at the end of the contest!  
 
 

  

    Ram Rebate  

Upcoming Order Dates:  

Sept. 29, Oct. 13, Oct. 28 and pick up the following Fri-

days.   

New from Scrip- www.MyScripWallet.com!   

Use MyScripWallet to order eCards, reload existing gift 

cards, use your PrestoPay account, and redeem directly 

from your smart phone!  

Visit www.shopwithscrip.com or stop by the school of-

fice for a complete list of vendors and bonus offers.   

 

   

Orders are due on Friday, Oct. 17 by 3 pm in 
the school office or 11 pm online. Pick up your 
order on Wednesday, Oct. 22 between 3-4 pm 
in the Fellowship Hall. The Cookie Dough 
Sale proceeds go to the 7th grade class trip 
to Gettysburg/DC next fall! 

  

 

 

                   

  

 Register your rewards cards at Target, County 
Market & Schnucks to help earn money for St. 
John!  

St. John Parent Teacher Fellowship 

The school year has begun and the first weeks of school 
have passed by in a breeze.  The hallways have been 
filled with learning and laughter.  I have seen some of 
the most engaging instruction of my career as our  

teachers have adapted their classrooms, along with the 
support of Mrs. Block and our new part-time resource 
teacher Mrs. Parker.  Grandfriends Day was big hit as 
we had many visitors enjoying breakfast, chapel, class-
room time, lunch, and a hymn sing.  See Me at School 
Night was on the 23rd and it was so much fun to see the 
children taking their parents all around the school and 
showing them their work and what they do during the 
day.  This weekend is the PTF Golf Outing.  We have 
several teams registered and even more signed up to 
come to dinner and an auction.  Upcoming we are look-
ing forward to the beginning of girl’s basketball season 
and some Technology & Safety presentations.  On  

October 12, Urbana Police Detective (and chair of the 
St. John Elders) Matt Rivers will be giving a presentation 
on online safety including use of mobile devices and 
cyberbullying.  On October 19, I will be presenting  

information about Google Apps for Education.  GAFE is 
the suite of educational applications that we use with 
students at St. John including email.  Each of the jr. high 
students has an account.  This presentation is designed 
to equip parents with the knowledge of the apps to bet-
ter empower them to assist their students with home-
work and increase engagement with technology outside 
of school.  On October 26, Detective Rivers will return to 
make a presentation specifically dealing with social  

media and the latest trends and apps to help parents 
keep their kids safe.  These presentations will be in the 
fellowship hall and will be from 5:00-6:30 each 
week.  You are all invited and are welcome to bring 
guests.   

 

I thank you for your continued support of the school.  I 
have heard from several people that there are some of 
you that are interested in helping the school, but are  

unsure the best way to participate.  We have families at 
St. John that make great sacrifices to pay the tuition 
fees.  These families appreciate the value of Lutheran 
education and make these sacrifices for their chil-
dren.  Annual tuition for a St. John church member is 
$3,500.  Member families with a second child pay an  

additional $2,770, not including registration and school 
fees.  If you would like to sponsor one of these families, 
please reach out to me, I can be reached in the school 
office on the phone, , or by email,  

 

Serving your school in His name, 

Joel Burgener 

 

 

From The Principal 

http://www.myscripwallet.com/
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


1 Dan , Marissa  
2 Tom , Lauren , Pam  
3 Lance , Jake , Brandon  
4 Rebecca , Jean , Pam , Connor , Annabel  
5 Diane , Rachel , Kathy  
6 Tracy , Gail  
8 Alexis , Rex , Caroline , Leslie , John  
9 Terra , Ashley , Spenser , Walter , Jay  
10 Keith , Earl , Kim , Nathaniel , Tinley , Duane  
11 Mike , Delores  
13 Traci , Ben  
14 Jim  
15 Will , Nicholas , Gabriel , Kyle , Julie , Nick  
16 Larry , Alex , Julia  
17 Terry  
19 Roger , Bailey  
20 Jessica , Wally , Anthea , Dot  
21 Ruby , Stacey , Linda  

22 Geneice , Ethan  
23 Tracy  
24 Curt , Jeff  
25 Madigan , Claire , Jordan  
26 Richard  
28 Patty , Vince  
29 Karen , Joe , Trent , Melissa  
30 Pat , Ronda  
31 Sue , Robert , Eli , Dorothy  

1 Rev. Jeff & Katie (9) 
2 Laran & Erin (4) 
4 John & Lisa (11) 
5 Daniel & Laura (1) 
6     Lee & Judy (41) 
7 Rene & Nicole (14) 
8 Rev. Don & Mar Ehlers (54); John & Cheryl (48) 
9 Martin & Beth (20); Al & Sherleen (4) 
10 Curtis & Lori (33); Gerald & Linda (41) 
11 Ryan & Amy (11); David & Kristina (17) 
13 Derek & Jamie (2) 
14 Chad & Tracy (8); Arnold & Myla (42) 
15 Andy & Cindy (48) 
16 Tony & Jennifer (21) 
17 David & Lisa (16); Mel & Lola (61); Roger & Norma 

(16) 
18 Curt & Paula (28) 
21 Raymond & Judy (47); Mike & Maxine (25) 
24 Steve & Nancee (33); Richard & Barbara (44) 
26 Tom & Peggy (46) 
31   Jon & Susan (16); Alvin & Beverly (45) 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES  
FOR  

SEPTEMBER 
 

Sundays   8:00 Comm     10:45   Comm 
 Sep 7 194 166 146 n/a 
 Sep 14 195 157 191 132 
 Sep 21 194   161 126   94  
 Sep 28 190 140 141 107 
         

Wednesdays   7:15    Comm 
 Sep 3 20 18        
 Sep 10 27 20  
 Sep 17 30 23    
 Sep 24 30 21  

PLEASE notify the church office  if your birthday or 

anniversary is missing or incorrect.  Unfortunately, we 

don’t have 100% of our members’ birthdays & 

anniversaries on file.  Letting us know of any correction or 

omissions is a great way to help us complete our records.  

Thank you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing 

at Amber Glen on the 

12th & 26th 

Church Office 

359-1123 

 

School Office 

359-1714 

Pastor Elliott’s day off: 

Mondays 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s day 

off: 

Friday 

1 
8:05 Chapel 

5:45 Midweek School 

5:45 Lifelight 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

2 
  8:30 Lifelight 

12:30 Widow’s Group 

  6:00 Men’s Choir 

  6:30 Lifelight 

  6:45 Mixed Choir 

3 
 
Ram Rebate pickup 

4 

5  LWML Sunday 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:15 LWML Brunch 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy  Communion 

 

6 
9:00 MOPS 

 

7 
6:30 School Board 

6:30 Fellowship 

7:00 Trustees 

8 
  8:05 Chapel 

  5:45 Midweek School 

  5:45 Lifelight 

  6:00 Handbells 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

9 
7:00 Men’s Prayer 

        Breakfast 

8:30 Lifelight 

1:30 Mary Martha 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:30 Lifelight 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

10 11 
8:00 Handymen 

12 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

          (Handbells) 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy  Communion 

  1:30 LYF Fest 

13 
6:00 Finance Board 

 

 

Ram Rebate  

orders due 

14 
6:00 Elders 

15 
  8:05 Chapel 

10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  5:45 Midweek School 

  5:45 Lifelight 

  6:00 Handbells 

  7:15 Holy Communion 

16 
8:30 Lifelight 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:30 Lifelight 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

17 
 
Ram Rebate pickup 

 

Market Day  

orders due 

18 
9:00 Acolyte Training 

19 
  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy  Communion 

          (Mixed Choir) 

  1:00 Voter’s Meeting 

  4:30 Theological Study  

          Group 

20 
9:00 MOPS 

6:30 LWML 
 

21 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  1:00 Reading Buddies 

  6:00 Council 

22 
8:05 Chapel 

3::00 Market Day Sale 

5:45 Midweek School 

5:45 Lifelight 

7:15 Holy Communion 

23 
8:30 Lifelight 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:30 Lifelight 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

24  No School 25  Brass TBA 

26   Reformation Sunday 
   8:00 Holy Communion 

           (Men’s Choir) 

   9:30 Adult Bible Class, 

          New Member Class,  

          Sunday School 

10:45 Holy  Communion 

          (Mixed Choir) 

  7:00 Reformation Concert 

27  No School 

 
 
Newsletter Deadline 

 

 

 

28 
10:30 Adult Bible Class 

  3:45 Evangelism 

  6:30 Parish Ed 

  6:30 PTF 

  7:00 Youth Board 
 

Ram Rebate  

orders due 

29 
5:45 Midweek School 

5:45 Lifelight 

6:00 Handbells 

7:15 Holy Communion 

30 
8:30 Lifelight 

6:00 Men’s Choir 

6:30 Lifelight 

6:45 Mixed Choir 

31 
8:05 Chapel 

 

 

 

Ram Rebate pickup 

 

2014 

P a s t o r s ‘         F a l l        C o n f e r e n c e 


