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GOD IS GOOD
Throughout the Bible we find this expression used over
and over again, “Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good,
for his steadfast love endures forever”. The assertion is that
God is good and gracious towards all humanity.
The created world reflects the goodness of God. Even
after humankind brought sin into the world, there is still much
that is commendable and praiseworthy about this body and
life. Think of all of the aspects of life that bring you joy
even in a fallen world. Life and breath are in themselves
gifts from a loving Creator. Love and marriage, children and
family, food and clothing, house and possessions, music and
art, nature and technology, our mental capacity and our five
senses are all gifts and blessings given to us by a very good
and generous God.
The Bible is very clear that everything that’s good
about this life is a gift given to humanity by a loving Creator. The Bible says, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from God …” (James 1:17). And in another place the Bible
says, “Everything created by God is good … and is to be received with thanksgiving” (1 Timothy 4:4). The theological
rule of thumb is that when it comes to the things that we
receive or experience in this life – if it’s good – then it’s
from God. God rightly deserves our continuous praise and
thanks for everything that you and I treasure about this life on
earth.
Life is good because God is good. God is not good to
us because we have earned or deserve God’s blessings.
Life’s blessings don’t come our way because we are good, or
good enough. We receive these blessings only because God
is good. We only know goodness because the God who
created us is good. Sinners have a distorted view of God as
a taker, who is intent upon taking away their autonomy and
their sinful pleasures. When in reality God is an incredibly
generous giver who desires to share all of life’s great
blessings with us. Goodness was not some newly invented
attribute when God made the world. God has always been
good from all eternity, long before he created the world. Any
good that you and I know or experience in this life is but a
reflection of the Creator’s eternal goodness shown to us in
the things he has made.
If God is good, then who is responsible for evil?
Some people think they can use their logic – distorted by sin
-- to figure out such things. They reason that if God made
everything that God must also somehow be responsible
for evil. These same people hazard to guess why the

Creator created us, wrongly jumping to the conclusion
that God created us because God needed us. They hypothesize that God was lonely and needed our companionship.
By biblical definition God is complete within himself. God
had no self-driven “needy” reason to create humanity. This
means that God wasn’t compelled by any kind of inner necessity to create us. God created Adam and Eve simply
because God is good. And in his goodness God decided
to share his goodness with those he would create.
God is so good that God keeps on sharing his goodness
with all of us who are unworthy of his blessings ever since
the fall. God indiscriminately shares his blessings with all
humanity regardless of whether a person is a baptized
child of God or a crass atheist. The Bible informs us that
God gives the warmth of the sun and much needed rain to the
just and the unjust alike (Matthew 5:45). The Bible confirms, “The Lord is good to all, and his mercy is over all that
he has made” (Psalm 145:9). God continues to show goodness even to the most undeserving person. Though God is
able to save and destroy, sharing his goodness with all
reflects God’s strong preference to pardon and to bless
sinners over his desire to punish and curse sinners.
God’s generous blessings given to all in this life
stands as a stirring testimony to God’s gracious goodness,
which is God’s true nature. Now there was a time when
everything stated in the first article of the creed: “I believe in
God the Father, maker of heaven and earth” seemed selfevident to most of our nation’s population. Once upon a
time even an irreligious person with only the most rudimentary understanding of God understood that God is
the author of all that is good and man is responsible for
all that is evil. This biblical perspective was rarely challenged. However, now with the rise of secular humanism
there’s a lot of “God bashing” going on these days.
As humanity has become more and more unwilling to
acknowledge its sins and to lay the blame at its own feet for
its own evil, the more readily humanity has come to blame
God for the evil that exists within our world. At the same
time the world has become very confused over just what
things are good and what things are evil. As an example, Hollywood celebrities who are pro-homosexual and pro
-abortion are viewed by the world as the good guys these
days for championing these social causes within our culture.
While Christians who see abortion as a sin against the
fifth commandment are viewed as “haters” and are considered evil by our culture. While God would praise the

biblical faithfulness of these Christians as something good,
the world judges their intolerance of these behaviors as a
great societal evil.
The Bible – in a book written by Isaiah the prophet -predicted this. For as this sinful world distances itself further and further from God and turns away from the
truth of God’s Word, the world no longer knows right
from wrong. In these last days the world has begun to go
so far as to invert good and evil, calling “evil good and good
evil” (Isaiah 5:20). In Malachi we additionally hear, “You
have wearied the Lord with your words. But you say, ‘How
have we wearied him?’ By saying, ‘Everyone who does
evil is good in the sight of the Lord, and he delights in
them’” (Malachi 2:17). This predicted prophecy has come
true in our generation. For the things said and done by the
God of the Bible are no longer viewed as good and righteous -- but as evil and unrighteous -- by our culture. It’s
the most egregious kind of blasphemy when our generation
says that our good God is evil and that this evil world is
good.
Christians must defend God by constantly reminding
the world that God did not create evil. Nor is our God in
Christ responsible for the evil consequences that are the result of humanity’s sins. Our sins have brought war, violence, disease, divorce, decay, and death upon us. People
need to reconnect with the truth that both they and we are
responsible for all of these unpleasant realities that are the
result of our sins. Those who are critical of God love to
suggest that since God created all things that God
must’ve created evil. If this were true then God himself
would be evil for creating evil. This has become the way
that sinners evade their accountability to God. And yet the
Bible tells us the very opposite. Everything God created
on each of the six days of creation was good. After each
of the six days of creation God declared, “It is good”. We
read for instance in Genesis 1, “And God saw everything
that he had made, and behold it was very good. And there
was evening and there was morning, the sixth day” (Genesis
1:31). Evil isn’t part of creation. Evil is not a creative
act at all. Evil is rather the destruction of what God created and the distortion as to why he created it. Evil is the
sinner and Satan’s combined effort to distort the good and
gracious plan and purpose that God has for humanity.
In our culture the God of Christianity must be rejected
for punishing anyone eternally or for sending anyone to hell.
Hell is no longer an eternal place to put those who are evil.
Hell is now considered as an evil concept in and of itself.

Our culture remains highly intolerant of Christianity
unless the Christian God is willing to be accepting of everything that consensual adults do. At the same time
Christianity is derided for not viewing all religions as equally valid pathways to God. In order for Christianity to be
accepted by our pluralistic culture Christians are expected to say that salvation is not exclusive to Christianity, but to all other religions as well. For Christianity to be
accepted by our hedonistic culture, the church must be willing to put the personal happiness of the sinner above any and
all biblical truth. However, if sinners are going to understand God’s essential goodness they must first own up to
their own evil undeserving heart.
God is so good that even those who are intent on being evil to us cannot truly harm us. For even though others
do things maliciously against us, God is so merciful and
mighty that he can even turn their evil intent to our advantage. For whatever others might do to harm us, the
Lord uses ultimately to help us and to bless us. Even
when others – including the devil – plot against us, God incorporates their evil into his own good and gracious plans to
eternally bless and benefit us in Christ Jesus. (Genesis
50:20).
It’s easy to trust in the Lord when we can see his goodness in our lives as we are experiencing his blessings. But
even when evil things happen to us, God wants us to continue to believe in his goodness and trust in him to deliver
us. It’s something like this. Sometimes you can feel the
warmth of the sun and see the sun shining in the sky. However even on cold and cloudy days when you are unable to
see the sun or feel its heat you still know that it’s there.
It’s the same with God. Sometimes God’s goodness in our
lives is as obvious as the noonday sun. At other times
God’s goodness seems hidden from our view for a time.
This is when faith kicks in. Faith sees the Son of God dying on the cross. Faith realizes that on the cross God was
taking our evil upon himself so that we might share in God’s
goodness. If you’re ever tempted to doubt that God is good,
just gaze at the cross. This is how good our God in Christ
is. God took the blame for our evil and in exchange
Christ gifts us with the robe of his goodness that completely covers our sins. Only on the cross did good become
evil so that we who are evil now in Christ are considered
good in God’s sight.
God is great, God is good,

Pastor Mark Elliott

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,
centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

The Battle Hymn of the Reformation
"A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"
You have most likely sung "A Mighty Fortress" once
every year since being baptized in a Lutheran church or
since first becoming a Lutheran. It has been called the
Battle Hymn of the Reformation, and for good reason.
Martin Luther purposely used militaristic and battleinspired terms in his paraphrase of certain verses of the
46th psalm put to a tune that he wrote himself. At times
when Luther found himself in despair or depressed, he
would invite those near him to sing this hymn of Psalm
46. And what great words that psalm does give to us,
especially verses 1, 7, and 11, as used in the hymn.
"God is our refuge and strength, a very present help
in trouble...The LORD of hosts is with us; the God
of Jacob is our fortress...The LORD of hosts is with
us; the God of Jacob is our fortress."
The first stanza especially dwells on those selected verses.
A
" mighty fortress is our God, A trusty shield and
weapon;
He helps us free from every need That hath us now
overtaken.
The old evil foe Now means deadly woe;
Deep guile and great might Are his dread arms in
fight;
On earth is not his equal."
Quoting Psalm 46:1, Luther begins the hymn with a valiant description of the God who has made us and promises to protect us. God is seen as a strong fortress, a
dwelling place that cannot be easily harmed. In God's
case, he cannot be harmed at all! He protects us and
fights for us as our shield and weapon. Promising to
support us in this bodily life through the giving of our
daily bread, God provides for all our needs of body and
soul. Luther then goes on to describe the devil as our
greatest foe. Satan means to harm us eternally using his
evil cunning and supernatural strength to attack each of
us weak sinners. Truly, there is no one present here on
earth that can match Satan in his power and wisdom.
The second verse reads:
With might of ours can naught be done, Soon were
our loss effected;
But for us fights the valiant One, Whom God Himself elected.
Ask ye, Who is this? Jesus Christ it is,
Of Sabaoth Lord, And there's none other God;
He holds the field forever."
Having written the Catechism about the same time as
this hymn, catechetical themes continue to arise in the

hymn. Knowing that man cannot do anything to save
himself because we are truly corrupt—reflecting the
explanation of the 3rd Article of the Creed—Luther
says our fight against Satan is over before it begins. In
steps the one who is courageous and brave, the one
who can fight on our behalf. And to be sure that our
works play no part in this act of salvation, Luther notes
that God himself has elected this champion. In one of
the hymn's climactic moments, Luther answers the
question of the hero's identity with " Jesus Christ it is,
of Sabaoth Lord, and there's none other God." Sabaoth
Lord means that he is the leader of the heavenly hosts,
the general of all the angels. More militaristic terms
end the second verse as the assurance is given that Jesus cannot be anything but victorious in his quest for
our forgiveness and salvation!
In the penultimate verse, Luther writes:
Though devils all the world should fill, All eager to
devour us,
We tremble not, we fear no ill; They shall not overpower us.
This world's prince may still Scowl fierce as he will,
He can harm us none. He's judged; the deed is done;
One little word can fell him."
Here, Luther maximizes the potential Christ's redemptive work. Even if the whole world should be filled
with the devil's angels and all of his evil, we have no
real reason to fear. They cannot overpower those who
belong to Jesus, having been baptized in his name and
fed with his body and blood. Satan himself can do us
no real harm. His judgment has already been past
down. One word is his Achilles' heel. Luther wrote
that the word he had in mind when writing that line was
"liar." Whatever Satan throws at you is no doubt a lie,
so do not believe it. Satan's word can never stand up in
the presence of Christ's Word, which is without doubt
the Truth.
Concluding the hymn are these words:
The Word they still shall let remain Nor any thanks
have for it;
He's by our side upon the plain With his good gifts
and Spirit.
And take they our life, Goods, fame, child, and wife,
Though these all be gone, Our victory has been
won;
The Kingdom ours remaineth."
In all of their wisdom and power, the devil and his demons cannot rid the world of God's Word, nor do they
think such an unassuming Word should cause such

problem. With this Word being Jesus himself, Luther
assures the singer of this hymn that Jesus remains with
his people through his provisions of gifts and by the
presence of the third person of the Holy Trinity, God
the Spirit. And even if our enemies do manage to take
away all of our earthly belongings, they cannot undo
the victory that Christ has won. And, to boot, Christ
Jesus has given us the kingdom that the Father entrusted to him. And that kingdom remains ours forever!
We are truly blessed to have the Word of God in our
midst, along with this hymn written by Martin Luther. It
gives us hope and comfort in our ongoing battle against the

Let Us Pray

For Peace and Comfort: Lola and Terry & Larry and Family at
the death of husband and father, Mel
Hospitalized: Esther , Ed
Following Surgery: Pastor Elliott, Dennis , Tom, Ellie, Ken
For Healing and Recovery: Leona, Luke -3 yr old son of Matt
& Kylene, John , Nicholas -grandson of Tony , Betty , Lingli,
Lindermann, Oliver-great grandson of Rollin and Helen, Lucille,
Helen, Karla, Lawrence & Chris , Daryl

devil, the world, and our own sinful flesh. You are welcome to do as Luther did and to sing this hymn when you
feel in despair and depressed, and even when you feel the
need to be strengthened in the truth of the Holy Gospel.
This is the battle hymn of the Reformation. It is the battle
hymn of the Lutheran Church. And it is your battle hymn!
Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ! I look forward to singing this great
hymn with you as we celebrate the Reformation on
October 25! God grant you peace in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Pastor Caithamer

For our Military: Ashley Taylor, Andy, Luke , Jim , Brandon ,
Christopher , Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana
Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor
Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

With Thanksgiving: for the save delivery and healthy baby boy
named Michael Carl Wendorf born to Pastor Kevin and Barbara
Wendorf
For Successful Treatment: Joan , Joe, Lea, Nancy , Maxine,
Jeff , Nancy -sister of Judy, Judy -mother of Jim , Ken -son of
Earl

The Finance
Board
has scheduled an
Informational
Forum to discuss the
budget on Oct. 4th
at 1pm in the
Fellowship Hall. We
hope to provide
information to the
congregation and
seek input in order
to formulate the
2016 budget. Please
plan to attend. Your
participation is
welcome and
necessary.

A COMBINED
REFORMATION
SERVICE
th
On Sunday October 25 our congregation is making
plans to come together for worship on that day in one
single combined service at 9:00am. We are getting this
information out early so that everyone gets the news
well in advance about what we hope will be a very
meaningful opportunity to fill the congregation with all
of our members from both services – at once and in one
place -- to give resounding glory to God for restoring the
Gospel of Jesus Christ to its rightful central place in the
Church through His servant Dr. Martin Luther and the
Lutheran Reformation. A coffee hour will begin in the
Fellowship Hall at 8:00 am ahead of the Reformation
Service that we hope that you will attend. Sunday
School and Adult Bible hour will follow after the service [around 10:45am]. We realize that many members
prefer their regular worship times, and so we won’t do
this often. We ask for your flexibility on this day however, believing that filling the church with special music
and gathering together as the one body in Christ will
inspire your celebration of this important occasion.

Mary-Martha
Mary Martha will meet on
Thursday, October 8 at 1:30
p.m. Our speaker will be Loretta
. She will talk about Operation
Christmas Child (OCC) which is
part of Samaritans Purse. Loretta is coordinator for East Central
Illinois. Their mission is to send
shoe boxes to children all over the
world bringing hope in the form of
a simple gift. All women of the
church are
welcome.
Mary Martha's Bazaar will be
held on Saturday, October 17
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. It will
feature baked goods, crafts and a
white elephant sale. Any
donations are welcome. Cinnamon rolls and pie slices will be
available with coffee. We hope
you will plan to attend.

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited the
second Thursday of each month to Original
Pancake House for food and fellowship, and
devotion and prayers led by Pastor Caithamer.
Please join us this month on Thursday, October 8th, at 7:00am.
Cubs vs. Cardinals Box Tops Contest
Bring in your Box Tops to help your favorite team win!
Place your neatly trimmed Box Tops in your team’s container in the school office. Check the weekly totals at the
end of each “inning” in the school newsletter. Our school earns 10 cents per Box Top.
The students will receive a special prize at
the end of the game!

Fall Family Festival
th

Saturday, October 24 4-6pm, School Gym
Save the date for an evening of fall-themed fun, great food
and fellowship!! More details are coming, but here’s a few
things to look forward to:
Chili Supper and Cook-off
Are you famous for your chili or do you want to
be? Bring in a pot for the Chili Contest.

Fall Themed Games and Activities
Pumpkin Sweep
Pumpkin Toss
Ring Around the Pumpkin
Apple Picking
Photo Booth
Gourd Walk
Pumpkin or Gourd Decorating
Decorated Pumpkin Contest
Carved Pumpkin Contest
Bring your decorated or carved pumpkin to
participate in the contest
How Many candies
are in the jar?

How much does
the pumpkin weigh?

If you guess correctly, you get to take them home
Pumpkins and gourds will be available for purchase.
Proceeds from the event will benefit the 6th grade class trip to
Gettysburg/Washington, DC and St. John PTF.

Look for details in the weekly church bulletin and
school newsletter!

Train up a child in the way he
should go; and when he is old he
will not depart from it. Proverbs
22:6.
God has given parents the responsibility for the spiritual welfare
and eternal salvation of their children. This responsibility leads parents to bring their children
to Christ and His church for Holy Baptism. The
church then agrees to partner with, but not replace, parents in the spiritual nurture of their
children.
St. John’s Lutheran Church offers programs that
will assist parents in training their children to
learn more about Jesus, their Savior.
Sunday School: Sunday morning 9:30—10:30.
Classes for 3 yr. old—High School
Mid Week School: Wednesday evening from
5:45—7:00. Classes for K-5th grade. Confirmation Classes for 6th—8th grade.
VBS: Summer (June)
St. John Lutheran School: Daily/3 yr. old to
8th grade.
Sunday School started the new year with Rally
Day. We are in need of your children. Our loving and dedicated teachers for the year are:
Sunday School Superintendent: Cindy
Opening Leaders: Mike Pam
3 yr-4 yr old: Rachel Christy
Kindergarten: Sarah Karen
1st-2nd Grade: Sue /Susan
3rd-4th Grade: Marlene
5th-6th Grade: Cindy Karen
7th-8th Grade: Bill
High School: Faith
Midweek Teachers are:
K-2nd Grade: Sherry
3-5th Grade: Marlene
6th-7th Grade—Pastor Caithamer
8th Grade—Pastor Elliott
If your child doesn’t attend any of these educational programs offered please pray about enrolling your child/children. We promise to love
your child and share the truths of God’s love and
forgiveness from the Bible.

Reading Buddies will meet at
1:00pm on October 20,
November 17, and December 8.

A NEW CHURCH DIRECTORY
It is time for a new pictorial directory. In October, Lifetouch Church Directories will be at St. John to take pictures.
Each family photographed will select a pose for the directory, and receive:
 A Free 8 x 10 Portrait or 9 Wallets
 A Free Church Directory
You will be able to view your portraits within minutes after having them taken. There is NO OBLIGATION; however,
you will have the opportunity to order portraits.
The sitting is free and the photographer will be glad to take generational and extended family pictures (e.g. grandparents, parents, aunts, uncles, grandchildren) along with your individual family pictures. Your friends and family are welcome to participate and will receive the complimentary 8x10, but only St. John members will receive the directory.
There are two ways to sign up:
1. Go online to: www.stjohn-lcms.org and click on the LifeTouch link on the left side
2. Sign up on before/after worship on September 27, and October 4, 11, and 18.
Pictures for the new photo directory will be taken at St. John on:
Wednesday, 10/21 2:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Thursday, 10/22 2:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Friday, 10/23 2:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Saturday, 10/24 10:00 am – 4:30 pm
Wednesday, 10/28 2:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Thursday, 10/29 2:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Friday, 10/30 2:00 pm – 9:00 pm

Please sign up ASAP to lock in your preferred date. Plan to be here for
about 1 hour.
Bonus: Donate a food item or cash for the food pantry the day of your
photo session, and you will receive a $5.00 off coupon from Lifetouch
(one per household) towards your portrait order. Discounts available
for senior citizens and military.

Saturday, 10/31 10:00 am – 4:30 pm
Sign up for a portrait time online at:
www.stjohn-lcms.org
The Youth Board is coordinating
a Walk to Bethlehem which is a
12-week imaginary, 3233 mile
walk from Champaign to Bethlehem. The purpose of this "walk"
is to encourage physical activity
and spiritual growth. It begins
Sept 27th and ends Dec. 20th.
Any 20-minute aerobic activity
equals 1 mile. Stop by the table
in the overflow to register and
pick up more information. Each
week after September 27th, stop
by the table to report your miles
and pick up a weekly devotion. Together, we can log 3233
miles, improve our health, and
grow in our faith. If you have
questions, please contact Pam.

Supporting our Church and School

Feature of the Month - Ram Rebate
Do you buy groceries, gas and clothes? Do you enjoy dining out? Get a gift card before you go
shopping or out to eat and receive a rebate! The Ram Rebate fundraising program has been in
place for several years and has raised thousands of dollars for our school and their families.
How does it work? Gift Cards are purchased at face value through the school office and the
retailers provide the rebate percentage (as indicated) to St. John PTF. The rebate amount will
go toward your designated account. You may designate your funds to the following accounts:
St. John Lutheran School PTF
St. John Lutheran School tuition. You may select yourself, another St. John School family or the Scholarship account to receive your rebate.
St. John Lutheran Church and School. You may select a church or school account to
receive your rebate.
How do you order Ram Rebate gift cards? Fill out a yellow order form, available in the school
office. Orders are usually placed on Mondays about every other week through the school year.
Orders can also be placed on Sundays prior to order due dates in between services in the Fellowship Hall and picked up the following Sunday for your convenience. Order on-line. Register at www.shopwithscrip.com and enter our St. John School Enrollment code.
What if you forget to place an order? Some of the more popular cards are available in the
school office. You will still earn a rebate by purchasing in stock cards. In stock cards may also
be available on Sundays prior to order due dates in between services in the Fellowship Hall.
For more information, call or stop in the school office or call Leah.

From the Finance Board

In an effort to keep the members of St. John informed about the financial condition of the Church we
are including information about our current financial situation.
See Hardcopy Newsletter for the numbers.

The Finance Board would also like to let members know of other options for giving.
Automatic Bank Withdrawal
Automatic bank withdrawal is an easier, more secure way to make your regular contributions to the
church. No need to write checks or bring cash to church and the church is able to receive your contribution if you are unable to attend. The church benefits from consistent and predictable cash flow and
less paper work.
If you would like to sign up for automatic bank withdrawal, please contact the church office.

Online Giving
We are researching the concept of offering an online giving account which could be created to give
members the ability to set-up recurring donations. Setting up an account could also allow the member
to set-up payment methods that could be used for future donations.
If you would be interested in online giving, please contact the church office or email Kim
May God continue to bless all the members of St. John!

Kim Cox,
Finance Board, Chair

Music Notes
Choir schedules may be found at our church's website at http://stjohnmedia.org/music.html
Fall is here, and our choirs are in full swing. We're grateful for our present and new members,
and look forward to more of you joining with us!
Our Reformation service on Sunday, October 25, at 9:00 will include all of our choirs in various
combinations of forces. We will celebrate the great history and vibrant spirit of our faith in word,
music and sacrament. Be sure to be here, and bring a friend.
Sunday, November 1 we will observe All Saints Day. Several pieces by Johannes Brahms will
be included, including an arrangement for handbells, and several of his lovely Chorale Preludes
for organ. The Men’s Choir will sing the beautiful “How lovely is Thy dwelling place” from the
“Requiem.”
Alleluia Ringers
Men's Choir
Mixed Choir
Brass ensemble

Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Thursdays
6:00 – 6:45 pm
Thursdays
6:45 – 7:30 pm
Saturday October 24 time t.b.a.

No rehearsal October 14

Performance schedule
Sunday, October 4

10:45am

Men's Choir

Sunday, October 11

10:45am

Mixed Choir

Sunday, October 18

8:00am
10:45am

Lois , violin
Men's Choir

Sunday, October 25

9:00am

Combined service for Reformation
Men's Choir, Mixed Choir, Brass Ensemble
Alleluia Ringers

Sunday, November 1

8:00am
10:45am

Alleluia Ringers
Alleluia Ringers – Prelude

Soli Deo Gloria!
Keith Williams

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
8
9
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22

Dan, Marissa
Tom, Lauren, Pam
Lance, Jake, Brandon
Rebecca, Jean, Luke, Pam, Connor, Annabel
Diane, Daniel, Rachel, Kathy
Tracy , Gail
Alexis , Rex , Caroline , Leslie , John
Terra , Spenser , Walter , Jay
Keith, Earl, Kim, Nathaniel, Tinley, Duane
Delores
Traci, Ben , Cassandra
Jim
Will, Nicholas, Gabriel, Kyle , Julie, Nick
Alex, Julia
Terry, Ryan
Roger, Bailey
Jessica, Wally, Anthea, Dot
Ruby, Stacey, Linda
Geneice, Ethan

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
18
21
24
26
31

Rev. Jeff & Katie Caithamer (10)
Laran & Erin (5)
John & Lisa (12)
Daniel & Laura (2)
Lee & Judy (42)
Rene & Nicole (15)
Rev. Don & Mar (55); John & Cheryl (49)
Martin & Beth (21)
Curtis & Lori (34); Gerald & Linda (42)
Ryan & Amy (12); David & Kristina (18)
Derek & Jamie (3)
Chad & Tracy (9); Arnold & Myla (43)
Andy & Cindy (49)
Tony & Jennifer (22)
David & Lisa (17); Roger & Norma (17)
Curt & Paula (29)
Raymond & Judy (48); Mike & Maxine (26)
Steve & Nancee (34); Richard & Barbara (45)
Tom & Peggy (47)
Jon & Susan (17); Alvin & Beverly (46)

23
24
25
26
28
29
30
31

Tracy
Curt, Jeff
Claire, Jordan
Richard
Patty, Vince
Karen, Joe , Trent , Melissa
Pat , Ronda, Leo
Sue, Max , Robert, Eli , Dorothy

PLEASE notify the church office if your birthday or
anniversary is missing or incorrect. Unfortunately, we
don’t have 100% of our members’ birthdays &
anniversaries on file. Letting us know of any correction or
omissions is a great way to help us complete our records.
Thank you!

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR

SEPTEMBER
Sundays

8:00 Comm

Sep 6
Sep 13
Sep 20
Sep 27

175
191
173
147

145
147
139
122

Wednesdays

7:15

Comm

Sep 2
Sep 9
Sep 16
Sep 23
Sep 30

18
26
33
28

17
20
26
n/a

10:45 Comm
143
171
150
155

n/a
107
n/a
113

2015

4

Sun

Mon

Tue

Devotions &
Hymn-sing at
Amber Glen on the
11th & 25th at 2:30pm

Church Office
359-1123

Pastor Elliott’s day off:
Mondays

School Office
359-1714

Pastor Caithamer’s day
off: Fridays

Wed

Thu
1

Fri

Sat

2

3

9

10

9:00 Lifelight
12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

5

6

7

8

LWML Sunday
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)
1:00 Informational Forum

9:00 MOPS

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:00 Lifelight
10:00 Evangelism
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

11

12

13

14

15

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
1:30 LYF Fest

6:00 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

8:05 Chapel
10:15 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

18

19

20

21

22

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

9:00 MOPS
6:30 LWML

10:15 Adult Bible Class
1:00 Reading Buddies

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

25 Reformation Day

26

27

28

29

30

31

8:00 Coffee Hour
9:00 Reformation Service
10:45 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School

Newsletter Deadline

10:15 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 PTF
7:00 Youth Board

5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

8:05 Chapel

Daylight
Savings
Time
ends
tomorrow

19th Sunday after Pentecost

20th Sunday after Pentecost

21st Sunday after Pentecost

Ram Rebate
orders due

Ram Rebate
orders due

Day School Closed

LWML CID Retreat at Camp CILCA

16 Day School Closed
Ram Rebate
pick up

23

17
9:00 Mary Martha
Bazaar

24
TBA Brass Rehearsal
4:00 PTF Fall Family
Festival

Ram Rebate
pick up

