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Don’t Back Down…Double Down!
The Reformation as Our Inheritance
Consider your thoughts on cliffhangers. You may enjoy
them at the end of a season of your favorite TV program.
You may talk about a good one that ends a movie you
recently saw. Cliffhangers are designed to create suspense and anticipation. Should they leave you there?
Not if you like closure. And most of us do. We want
some type of resolution to problems and issues. We
want a clear ending to stories, songs, ideas, and chapters
of our lives. Even in sports, there is a reluctance to finish
a game strongly, on the offensive. A lot of teams will
play it safe and try not to lose a lead rather than go out
and work to keep the lead.

his Son present in the sinner and declares the sinner thus
to be righteous (Matthew 25:31–40).

In our own lives, we are encouraged to step away from
our opinions and thoughts if they are “too” controversial.
Holding on to your values, standing up for what you believe to be right, is more and more considered to be divisive. The typical move is to back down and avoid confrontation. Maintain the peace and apparent unity at the
cost of truth and finality. Keep the conversation open
and uncertain rather than have it reach a natural ending.
This was no doubt the advice Martin Luther was given in
the time of the Reformation. At the very least, they were
thoughts running through his own mind.

Rather than back down from the teaching of the Gospel,
Luther doubled down on it! He spoke forth the nowfamous words at the meeting in Worms: “Since your Imperial Majesty desires a clear, simple, and precise answer I
will give you one which has neither horns nor teeth: Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Holy Scriptures, or by patent, clear, and cogent reasons and arguments (for I believe neither Pope nor the councils alone,
since it is evident that they have often erred and contradicted themselves), and because the passages adduced and
quoted by me have convinced and bound my conscience in
God’s Word, therefore I cannot and will not recant, since
it is neither safe nor advisable to do anything against conscience. Here I stand; I cannot do otherwise! God help
me! Amen” (Just, Gustav. Life of Luther. P. 60).

As Martin Luther faced the emperor in Worms, Luther
no doubt considered backing down. Was taking a stand
really worth it? The warnings were there for him to ponder. If Luther persisted in his own opinion, he could tear
the whole empire apart. He could create panic and havoc
within the church. Those are certainly enticing reasons
to back off and let go of his position. For Martin Luther,
his concerns with the teachings of the Church were not a
matter of opinion. It was a matter of truth, which went
far beyond him alone. The eternal salvation of Christians
was at stake. That is not a risk to be taken by any Christian. And it is not a viewpoint to be cast aside for the
sake of one’s own well-being.
The truth Martin Luther discovered was the very core of
the Gospel message. As he was studying the book of
Romans, in preparation for his lectures on Paul’s writing,
Luther came to realize the truth of Romans 1:17, which
states, “For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith for faith, as it is written, ‘The righteous shall
live by faith.’” The Church had been doing things all
wrong. Righteousness does not come by works, by service, by indulgences, by penance. Righteousness comes
through faith. Faith alone in Jesus Christ justifies the
sinner (Galatians 2:16). God the Father sees the faith in

That truth was seen to be the central message of the Word
of God. With that being the case, no Christian should be
able to back away from it (Acts 4:19–20). Martin Luther
could not and would not. The Gospel had freed him from
the burden of the Law. The Gospel had released him from
his own guilt and shame over sin. That was the truth he
could not back away from, even with his life and personal
well-being on the line. He was willing to die for this central teaching of Christ and his Church.

In the end, Luther’s strict adherence to the Gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ served to convince many German princes of the Gospel. They came to believe the Catholic
Church was corrupt and in need of reforming. They held
their ground against the emperor and insisted they and
their subjects be allowed to choose the doctrine of the
Christian Church they wished to follow. The emperor allowed this choice to be made and so the theology of
Church, the true Gospel of Jesus Christ was revealed once
more and passed down from generation to generation.
You have now received that same Reformation teaching.
As Lutherans, the Reformation is your inheritance. But
you also face a dilemma, as did Luther. What do you do
with the doctrine of the Gospel? How do you handle justification by faith alone? The world around you wants you
to back down, to let go of this “controversial” dogma.
Will you back down? Or will you double down, as Luther
did? Luther held fast to the Gospel and would let it go for
nothing. He shared the love of Christ Jesus with his fellow Germans and all who continued

would listen to the teaching of the Scriptures. You, too, hold fast to the Gospel. Cling to Christ and do not let him go for
anything. Even if others around you wish for you to cease and desist, insist on the truth as the Scriptures teach, as Luther
rediscovered. “For it is by grace you have been saved through faith, and this not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, not by
works so that no on may boast” (Ephesians 2:8–9).
It has been said among Lutherans that the Christian faith stands or falls on the article of justification by faith. If that is
true (and I agree that it is), then it should not be compromised for anything. Everything we say and do as Christians
should be rooted in and inspired by that essential message. St. Paul decided to know nothing among the Corinthian
Christians accept Jesus Christ and him crucified (1 Corinthians 2:2).
God grant that to be our desire as well. It is our heritage. That teaching, that truth has been handed down to us from
those who have gone before us. They got it from those who went before them and so on back to the apostles who received it from Christ Jesus himself. Insist on the Gospel of Jesus, that we are saved by grace alone through faith alone as
taught by Scripture alone. It is the one thing needful. It is your joy and comfort and peace. It is God’s chosen way of
bringing eternal life to all.
When it comes to eternal life and salvation, the Lord God does not want any cliffhangers. The deal is done and salvation
is won. It is finished. The only thing left now is the revelation of the end, the return of Christ Jesus to usher in the new
heavens and the new earth. Even that is no cliffhanger, because we know the Lord Jesus who will accomplish even that.
Thanks be to God that our salvation is not open-ended, that we are not left to wonder if we are saved or not. Salvation is
assured in Christ Jesus. To him be glory for ever and ever.
In Christ’s service,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Lucille’s Family at her death September 3rd
Following Surgery: Eunice
Hospitalized: Esther, Barbara, Larry, Gladys
For Healing and Recovery: Marta -granddaughter of Steve & Pam , Lucille ,
Ellie, Gerald, Joyce -sister of Joan , Bobby -brother of Cindy, Nicholas grandson of Tony & Jill, Cathy -sister of Millie, Dale-brother in law of Ellie,
Bruce, Stephen-son of Ken, Merv, John, Todd -grandson of Harold, Tom

New Luther Documentary!

Have you
already seen it and want to see it again? Did
you miss it on PBS? Want to see it on the big
screen? St. John is hosting a showing of
Martin Luther: The Idea that Changed the
World at Savoy 16 on Monday, October 30, at
5:30pm (provided 92 tickets are purchased in
advance!). Our whole community is invited to
this event to learn more about Martin Luther
and the Reformation and its impact on the
world. A Q & A session will follow. For more
info and to purchase tickets, go to http://
luthermovie.link/Champaign.

For Successful Treatments: Dave, Jeannette, Joan, Nancy, Maxine ,
Jason -grandson of Lois , Ken
For our Military: Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Jim, Brandon , Heath, Christopher,
Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson-Schmidt, Tom
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary
and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and
Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran
Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT – Families with
children of all ages are invited to join us on
Friday, October 6, for our second Faith &
Family Night. We’ll have dinner together
(pulled pork sandwiches and hot dogs),
pumpkin decorating, and some time for the
kids to play games while the adults talk. The
times are 5:30-7:00pm, but feel free to come
late or leave early if necessary. Sign-up sheets
are available by both the fellowship hall and
school office, or you can e-mail Karen. We
hope to see you there!

THE 5OOTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE REFORMATION
In celebration of this monumental occasion, we will be hosting a special Reformation Vespers service
on Sunday, October 29, 2017 at 4pm. At this service, you will be able to feast on fine music and
instruction in the Word of God. Following the service, you will be able to feast on fine German fare:
bratwurst, sauerkraut, and more! Reserve your seat for the dinner on the
sign-up sheet across from the church office. If you have been away from St.
John for a while, this is the perfect opportunity to come home and get
reacquainted. You are always welcome and we look forward to seeing you all!

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited
the second Thursday of each month to
Original Pancake House for food and
fellowship, and devotion and prayers led
by Pastor Caithamer. Please join us this month on
Thursday, October 12th, at 7:00am.
LWML: Members will meet on the 3rd Monday of the

month to put together school kits for Lutheran World
Relief. All are welcome to come and help us pack these
up. LWML will be putting together packages of encouragement for college students. If you have a college
student who you think would enjoy an encouragement
package from LWML, please provide his or her name and
address to Rochelle , Linda , or leave the name and address with the office.

Friday, October 13
5-7pm Fellowship Hall
Come out for an evening of fall-themed fun, great food
and fellowship! The Chili Supper and Cook-off will be
hosted by the 6th grade class to kick-off their
Gettysburg/Washington DC trip
fundraising. Fall themed games,
activities, and contests will fill in the
evening. Tickets will be available at the
door. Invite family, friends, and neighbors for a night of fun! More details to come!

E.A.T. Night
What is E.A.T.? It is a monthly fundraiser for our
school that will take place at a local restaurant.
E.A.T. stands for Eat Around Town as we will
venture to different dining spots and favorites of
our community, and our school will receive a
percentage of all sales that night from those who
show a flier for the event. Fliers will be available on
the narthex table and in the school office.
Invite your friends and families and give them a flier
too!

The October E.A.T. night will be at Texas
Roadhouse in Champaign on Monday, October 9
from 4pm to 10pm!! Texas Roadhouse is giving back
10% of our purchases, so we have a great chance to
raise some money, dine on great food, and enjoy
wonderful fellowship with our brothers and sisters
in Christ! Don’t forget to bring in the flier that can
be found on the Narthex table. Ram Rebate gifts
cards for Texas Roadhouse are also available in the
school office. See you there!
Check the school calendar for more E.A.T Night!

Our first E.A.T. Night was held at
Portillo’s. Thanks to everyone
who came out – it was amazing to
see so many people that night! We raised
$293.00!

MOPS needs volunteers to watch the children while
moms are in MOPS from 9am to 11am two Mondays a
month. If anyone is interested, please contact the
church office who will get in touch with MOPS.

From The Board of Stewardship
One of the first duties of the Board of Stewardship listed in St. John Lutheran Church’s Constitution, is to “Discover the talents of
the membership and enlist them in the congregational programs”. To act on these duties the Board of Stewardship is going to
pass out a 1 page Time and Talents survey on Sunday October 15th. We are asking that each member take a few minutes out of
their schedule and complete a survey and return it to the church one of next 2 Sundays (Oct22 or Oct 29). It may be placed in the
offering collection plate or dropped off in collection plates on your way out of the church. This will help us discover some of the
hidden talents of our congregation and help all of us be better stewards of all the wonderful things that are St. John Lutheran
Church. Thank you, The Board of Stewardship

Music Notes
Rehearsals for our Adult Choirs continue on our usual schedule in the church balcony.
Wednesdays, from 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Alleluia Ringers (No rehearsal 10.4)
Thursdays, from 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Men’s Choir
Thursdays, from 6:45 – 7:30 pm
Mixed Choir
We rejoice that we have welcomed new members to each of the choirs this Fall. You, too, would
be most welcome to join us!
October 1
October 8
October 15
October 22
Reformation Day
October 29

10:45
8:00
10:45
8:00
10:45
10:45

4-8 School Choir
K-3 School Choir
Men’s Choir
Lois , violin
Mixed Choir
Men’s Choir

8:00
10:45
2:00
4:00

Alleluia Ringers, Men’s & Mixed Choirs, Brass
Alleluia Ringers (Prelude & 1st Hymn), Brass
Joint Choir rehearsal with guest choir singers
Reformation Vespers Service (dinner following)

As you may have observed, we have been exploring the hymns of Martin Lutheran throughout this
500th Anniversary year of the Reformation. We will feature several of these during our services,
both morning and afternoon, on October 29. Of course we will sing “A mighty Fortress is our
God!” We will also sing several other Luther hymns in the morning, as well as a short choral work
of Luther’s. At the afternoon Vespers service we will sing the last hymn that Luther composed.
This is one of several instances where Luther took an early Latin hymn (in this case a 4th century
text by St. Ambrose – O lux beata Trinitas) and adapted it for everyone’s use.
Thou who art Three in Unity, True God from all eternity,
The sun is fading from our sight, Shine Thou on us with heav’nly light.
We praise Thee with the dawning day, To Thee at evening also pray,
With our poor song we worship Thee Now, ever, and eternally.
Let God the Father be adored, And God the Son, the only Lord,
And equal adoration be, Eternal Comforter, to Thee.
We look forward to these joyous celebrations of this important anniversary. Bring your friends!
Soli Deo Gloria! Keith Williams

Mission Statement: United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives
that are rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

2017 Christmas Eve
&
Christmas Day
Services
This year Christmas Eve falls
on a Sunday. Services for
December 24th will be 9:00am
with no Sunday School or
Bible Class, and then there will
be 2 Christmas Eve Services
beginning at 5:00pm and
10:00pm. Christmas Day
we will have a 10:00am
service with Holy
Communion.

Yankee Candles Fundraiser

Support the 6th and 7th grade St. John students and
their trips to Washington, DC by purchasing Yankee
Candle products. The Yankee Candle catalog features
fall and winter decorative candle holders and scented
candles. Catalogs are available on the Narthex table
and order forms are in the school office and church
office. Orders are due in the school office by Friday
October 13th and will be delivered in November, before
Thanksgiving. If you have any questions, please
contact the school office.

Camp CILCA is seeking
VENDORS for its first vendor
fair to be held during the
Homecoming on Saturday,
October 28, from 10am2pm. Registration fee is $15. Anyone interested
in being a vendor can email
cilcahomecoming@gmail.com or call the camp
office at 217-487-7497.
Registration is open for the Camp CILCA Adventure Run 5K. The race is Saturday, October 28, at
10am. Sign up at www.cilca.org/homecoming or
call 217-487-7497 for more information.

Danville Immanuel Lutheran Women’s
Guild Drummer Boy Bazaar
November 14, 2017 - 10:00am to 2:00pm
Luncheon is from 11:00am to 1:30pm
Adults $8 with children under 12 $3
Carry outs available
Pulled Pork, Coleslaw, baked beans, chips,
homemade desserts, tea & coffee
1930 N. Bowman Ave., Danville, IL

From the Finance Board
In an effort to keep the members of St. John
informed about the financial condition of the
Church we are including information about our
current financial situation. The Collapsed
Income and Expense report on the next page
shows the amount of income and expenses for
the year to date. In the printed newsletter is a report showing the quantity of envelope giving for
the month of Aug 2017.
May God continue to bless all the members of St.
John!

Thanks to all who participated in the 2017
Running of the Rams!
Thanks to all who supported the race by
volunteering their time planning the event and
helping out on Race Day and by making a
financial contribution.
The race was a very successful event, full of
fun and fellowship!
*The final amount raised has not been
determined yet.

Finance Board

School News
I would like to thank everyone who came out for our first E.A.T. Night. It was so fun to see everyone at Portillo’s. I look
forward to October 9 for our E.A.T. Night at Texas Roadhouse. In addition to the E.A.T. Night, October 13, we will be
hosting a Chili Dinner. It is the kick off fundraiser for the 6th grade class trip to Washington D.C.
I spent a week with our eighth grade class on their trip to Gettysburg and Washington D.C. It was a fun and exciting week.
They were good representatives of our school and church. They wanted me to thank you for donating the snacks for the
trip.
When I returned to school the Kindergarten through third graders were excited to tell me that had their first meeting with
their Reading Buddies. It is so wonderful that our students look forward to reading. Thank you to all the volunteers that
come in and read with the students.
The girls’ basketball team will start having home games this month. Watch the bulletin for game times. Our Cross Country
athletes are improving on their PR’s (personal records). They are building endurance with each race they run. Towards
the end of October the boys’ basketball team will start their season.
We have started raising money for the Scholarship Fund. Last year we raised over $20,000. With the money raised, we
were able to help 10 families (15 students) send their children to our school. Please check out the donation board.
I am so overwhelmed by the support our church provides for the school. You give of your time and talents to help spread
the mission. If you would ever want to visit the school or have a question, please feel to contact me.
Blessings,
Faith Block, Interim Principal

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
8
9
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22

Dan, Marissa
Tom, Lauren, Pam
Lance, Jake, Brandon
Rebecca, Jean, Luke, Connor, Annabel
Diane, Daniel, Rachel, Kathy
Tracy , Gail
Matt, Alexis, Rex , Caroline, Leslie, John
Terra, Spenser, Walter, Jay
Kim, Nathaniel, Tinley, Duane
Delores
Traci, Ben, Cassandra
Jim
Will, Nicholas, Gabriel, Kyle, Julie, Nick
Alex , Julia
Terry, Ryan
Roger, Bailey
Jessica, Wally, Anthea, Dot
Ruby, Linda
Geneice, Ethan

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
18
21
24
26
31

Rev. Jeff & Katie (12)
Laran & Erin (7); Josh & Kalen (13)
John & Lisa (14)
Daniel & Laura (4)
Lee & Judy (44)
Rene & Nicole (17)
Rev. Don & Mar Ehlers (57); John & Cheryl (51)
Martin & Beth (23)
Curtis & Lori (36); Gerald & Linda (44)
Ryan & Amy (14); David & Kristina (20)
Derek & Jamie (5)
Chad & Tracy (11); Arnold & Myla (45)
Andy & Cindy (51)
Tony & Jennifer (24)
David & Lisa (19); Roger & Norma (19)
Curt & Paula (31)
Raymond & Judy (50); Mike & Maxine (28)
Steve & Nancee (36); Richard & Barbara (47)
Tom & Peggy (49)
Jon & Susan (19); Alvin & Beverly (48)

23
24
25
26
28
29
30
31

Tracy, Greg
Curt, Jeff, Josh
Claire, Catherine, Jordan
Richard
Patty
Karen, Joe, Trent, Melissa
Pat , Ronda
Sue , Max , Robert , Eli , Dorothy

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your birthday
or anniversary is missing or incorrect. Unfortunately, we
don’t have 100% of our members’ birthdays &
anniversaries on file. Letting us know of any correction or
omissions is a great way to help us complete our records.
Thank you!

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR

SEPTEMBER
Sundays
Sep 3
Sep 10
Sep 17
Sep 24

8:00 Comm
178
159
149
152

122
146
133
129

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm
Sep 6
Sep 13
Sep 20
Sep 27

23
29
36

17
22
29

10:45 Comm
105
126
111
101

86
98
94
82

2017
Sun
1 LWML Sunday

Mon
2

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Special Voter’s Mtg.
1:00 New Member Class

P a s t o r s’

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

3

4

5

5:30 Fellowship Board
6:30 School Board
7:00 Trustees

5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

8:05 Chapel
5:30 Faith & Family
9:00 Lifelight
Night
12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

Fall

CID

Conference

6 No School

9

10

11

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class

4:00 E.A.T. at Texas
Roadhouse (ends
at 10:00)
6:00 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

8:05 Chapel
7:00 Men’s Prayer
10:00 Adult Bible Class
Breakfast
5:45 Midweek School
9:00 Lifelight
5:45 Lifelight
10:00 Evangelism
6:00 Handbells
1:30 Mary Martha
7:15 Holy Communion 6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

5:00 Fall Family
Festival/Chili
Supper

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class

6:30 LWML

10:00 Adult Bible Class
1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Council

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

22

23

24

25

26 No School

27 No School

28

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 Stewardship
7:00 Youth Board

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

29

Reformation Day Obs.

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
4:00 Reformation Vespers
5:00 Reformation Dinner

Newsletter Deadline

30

31 Reformation Day

5:30 Luther
Documentary at
Savoy16

8:05 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class

Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 8th & 22nd
at 2:30pm

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off: Fridays

13

7

8

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

12

Sat

14

Yankee Candle
orders due

