St. John Lutheran Church

THE ST. JOHN NEWS
October 2018
Martin Luther: The Reformer and the Reformation
A Brief Biography
The Early Years

No one really noticed when a baby boy was born to Hans and
Margaret Luther on November 10, 1483. Taking his son to
the town church the very next day, Hans had his son baptized.
November 11 being the celebration of St. Martin of Tours, the
newest Luther was named after the patron saint of the poor
and soldiers. Within a year, the family had moved about fifteen miles away, from Eisleben to Mansfeld. Young Martin
would attend Latin school in their new home town, while his
father made his mark in the surrounding copper mines.

brought Luther into the context of the Biblical Gospel, not the
“Gospel” of the church. Uncovering the biblical importance
of repentance, Luther began to question the church’s teachings of indulgences—purchasable pieces of paper that gave
entrance to heaven.

Wanting to have some scholarly discourse on indulgences and
repentance, on October 31, 1517, Martin Luther posted this
desire in the form of 95 statements of discussion in the most
public place he could: the door of the Castle Church. This
community bulletin board served its purpose well as Luther’s
comments were taken to the printing press and found their
Martin excelled in his studies and his potential soon became
apparent. Near the age of 18, in 1501, Martin Luther entered ways into the studies of many local scholars. With the rise of
Luther’s published theses, the sale of indulgences fell
the University of Erfurt, well on his way of fulfilling his
drastically. With Martin’s desire for theological conversation
father’s desire for Martin to be a lawyer. After achieving a
bachelor and master of arts degree in under four years, Luther denting the pocketbook of the church, Luther was now a blip
on the radar of the papal community.
really dove into his law studies. Just a few months into his
new studies found Martin returning home for a visit. That
In 1518, at the age of 34, Martin Luther was able to debate a
was Martin’s last trip home as a student of the law.
fellow church scholar in the town of Heidelberg. While not
technically winning the debate, Luther spoke his budding
The Starting Point
theology well, and it gained him great popularity with the
While returning to Erfurt from his excursion home, Martin
eager crowd. With more attention coming his way, Luther
Luther was enveloped in a dramatic thunderstorm. With
was called to the city of Augsburg in 1518 to recant of his
sharp cracks of lightning all around, and the images he had
from childhood of ghosts and spirits occupying the wilderness works before the Cardinal Cajetan. Rather than recant, Luther
doubled down on his theology and questioned the cardinal
around him, Luther prayed to St. Anne to save his life. The
directly.
condition of his preservation? He would give everything up
and become a monk. St. Anne, of course, could not help
The Turning Point
Luther, but God could and he did. It was his plan for this
young Martin Luther to be his instrument to bring the healing While continuing his work as professor at Wittenberg, Martin
had his crowning moment in the midst of studying the book of
message of the Gospel once more to the Church and to the
Romans. There, Luther’s “Tower Experience” occurred,
world.
where he realized that the righteousness God expects of all
people does not come from people, but through faith in Christ
In July of 1505, at the age of 21, Martin Luther left his law
Jesus alone. With this new and proper lens now placed on the
studies forever and joined the Augustinian order of monks,
one of the most strict orders he could find. Vows of poverty Scriptures, Luther proceeded to write on a plethora of
theological and political matters.
and of chastity were taken. Being plagued by an evergrowing sense of guilt for his sins against God, Luther drove
In 1521, at age 37, Martin Luther was called to appear before
himself further and further down the path of monkhood. As
Luther would later remark, if anyone could be saved by being the emperor himself at the empire-wide meeting at Worms,
Germany. Luther was called to recant of all of his works,
a monk, it was him. Ordination as a priest followed for
Luther at age 23 in 1507 and he began teaching philosophy in which he could not do categorically, for some of his works
were in line with long-held Christian teaching. Martin ultiWittenberg in the winter of 1508. With guilt still plaguing
mately held his ground by God’s power, stating, “Here I
him, Martin was excited to find relief for his soul in an
Augustinian trip to Rome itself in 1510, when Luther had just stand. I can do no other. God help me.”
The Work of the Reformation
turned 27.
What followed the Diet of Worms was its edict, declaring the
What Luther found there further depressed him. Rather than 37-year-old Luther an outlaw. Already excommunicated by
the epitome of the Church and virtue, Martin found corruption the pope, Luther was now at risk for being killed on sight, as
and an ungodly cesspool. Returning from Rome with all hope an enemy of the state. In a staged kidnapping by his own terlost, Luther was sent off to the new University of Wittenberg. ritorial prince of Germany, Luther was taken to the Wartburg
Castle outside of Eisenach. He remained there under the
He received his Doctor of Theology there in 1512, at almost
name of Knight George. His anonymity there
29 years of age. Luther proceeded to teach students on the
allowed him to translate the New Testament
Psalms, Romans, Galatians, and Hebrews. These studies
continued

from Greek into the language of the German people, the first time this would ever be available.
A peasants’ rebellion and Luther’s teachings continually being taken out of context brought Martin Luther back to the German town of Wittenberg. In March of 1522, Luther was now back at the lectern teaching and at the desk writing. The next
couple of years saw Luther debate verbally on the topic of the Lord’s Supper and in writing against Erasmus regarding the
free will of man. Monks and nuns alike were abandoning their vows to the church and seeking to join the Reformation. Not
able to find a suitable husband for one such nun, on June 13, 1525, Luther finally accepted the urgings of former nun,
Katharina von Bora, to join her in marriage.
New threats to the empire allowed Luther to work with less attention. After visiting many of the churches in his vicinity,
Luther determined that special help was needed in teaching the Christian faith. In 1529, the 45-year-old Martin published
the Large Catechism to guide those teaching the Christian faith, and the Small Catechism to help Christians better learn the
faith. Around this time, full attention was given once more to the Reformer and his Reformation.
In the summer of 1530, the empire met at a diet in Augsburg, Germany. There, on June 25, Philip Melanchthon—Luther’s
closest associate and friend—presented the teachings of the Lutheran churches in what is known as the Augsburg Confession. Martin was kept from Augsburg because his life would be in danger there. He communicated back and forth with Melanchthon and other reformers over the weeks of the meeting. The emperor did finally grant some acceptance of the Lutheran position and agreed that it could be practiced in areas already under leadership of Lutheran princes.
In an effort to maintain peace within the empire, especially against the threats of the Turks and the French, many different
treaties were attempted between the empire and the Lutheran princes. The latter had formed a league of like-minded leaders
who united under the banner of Lutheranism and promised to defend the faith even at the cost of their lives. Luther continued his teaching, his preaching, and his writing all throughout.

Luther’s Later Years

The 50-year-old Martin was able to get the Old Testament translated into German and had the whole of Scripture published
in the language of the people in 1534. He continued visiting churches throughout Saxony, seeking to strengthen the preaching of the Gospel that had taken root. All the while, the toll of Luther’s strenuous living as a monk from years before was a
growing burden for him. He sought to enjoy his remaining years of life with his wife, Katie, and their four surviving children.
In the winter of 1545, the Church began a long series of meetings in the city of Trent, to come up with a lasting response to
the rise of the Lutheran church. Plagued with digestive struggles and emotional hardships, Luther succumbed to death two
months later. At the age of 62, Martin Luther entered the Church Triumphant, after most recently preaching at the church in
the town of his birth, Eisleben.

Luther’s Legacy

Luther left behind a church rooted in the Gospel of the Bible, the message of salvation in Jesus Christ alone through faith in
him alone, though struggles continued and still do. So committed was Luther to the rediscovered Gospel that he was willing
to die for the pure Christian faith. He was even found to have the words “We are all beggars. It is true” written on a piece of
paper clutched in his hand at his death. Luther’s work continues to be remembered and taught, not because of Luther himself, but the heart of the message he proclaimed: the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. In Jesus alone do we have forgiveness of
sins, life, and salvation. We give thanks to God that he allowed a man like Martin Luther to bring that Gospel message back
to the church, and that he blesses us today with that same message.
God bless you richly this Reformation month and always!
Pastor Caithamer
This article was but a brief look at the fascinating life of Martin Luther. If you would like to read more about the Reformer,
here are a few suggestions:
Bainton, Roland. Here I Stand: A Life of Martin Luther. Abingdon Press. 1950.
Kittelson, James M. Luther the Reformer. Augsburg Publishing House. 1986.
Nohl, Frederick. Luther: Biography of a Reformer. Concordia Publishing House. 2003.

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: The family of Lavonne at her death, Ellie and family at the death of brother-in-law Dale ,
Rex & Cindy and family at the death of Cindy’s sister Liz
Hospitalized: Michael -son of Karen, Margaret
Following Surgery: Earl, Mike -son in law of Patty
For Healing and Recovery: Kevin, Diann, Esther, Pat, Joe, Norm, Jan, Judy, Judy-sister of Larry, Dan -brother of Bonnie , Bill -son
in law of Dave & Donna, Lois, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel-niece of Judy, Cathy-sister of Millie, Rachel-niece of Judy, Stephen-son of Ken,
Merv, John, Todd-grandson of Harold, Tom
For Successful Treatments: Todd -husband of Kim, Dan-father of Beth, Philip-son of Starley, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy, Maxine
For Strength, Hope, and Peace: Joe-father of Pastor Caithamer, Ed, Anna-mother of Bill
For our Military: Nick, Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Heath, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus
Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Men's Prayer Breakfast

E.A.T. Night

The men of the congregation are invited the second Thursday of each month
to Original Pancake House for food,
fellowship, devotion and prayers led by
Pastor Caithamer. Please join us this month on
Thursday, October 11th, at 7:00am.

The October E.A.T. night will be at El Toro on Springfield
Ave. on Monday, October 8, ALL DAY! El Toro is giving
back 20% of our purchases, so we have a great chance to
raise some money, dine on great food, and
enjoy wonderful fellowship with our

brothers and sisters in Christ!
See you there!

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT – Families with children of all ages are invited to join us on Friday, October 5,
for Faith & Family Night. We’ll meet in the fellowship hall and have dinner together, do a family-based devotion that can be taken and replicated in your own family devotions at home, and of course, have playtime for
the kids. The times are 5:30-7:00pm, but feel free to come late or leave early if necessary. Sign-up sheets are
available by both the fellowship hall or you can e-mail Cindy. We hope to see you there!

Chili Supper

Friday, October 12 ♦ 5:30-7pm Fellowship Hall
Chili Supper - Chili, hotdogs, and cornbread
will be served with lemonade
$7 Adults
$4 children (under 5,FREE)

Decorated Pumpkin Contest
Carved Pumpkin Contest

Bring your decorated or carved
pumpkin to participate in the contest

Cookie – Brownie - Bar Sale

Donate your favorite cookies, brownies or dessert bars & buy another.

Join us for great food and fellowship. Proceeds will go the 6th grade class trip to Washington, D.C. and Gettysburg.

What's the Deal, high schoolers?
Risk-taking, anger, bioethics, dating, media and
television, alternative lifestyles, terrorism, school
stress - these are just some of the topics we will be
exploring each week. Join us each Sunday during
Bible study hour in the youth room as we dissect
and discuss issues in your world, school, and daily
lives and look to
God's Word for the
answers. Every
week is a new topic,
so don't be afraid to
jump in! See Mike
or Karen for more information.

Thanks to all

who participated
in the 2018
Running of the Rams! Thanks to all who supported
the race by volunteering their time planning the
event and helping out on Race Day and by making a
financial contribution While the final amount is
still being calculated, the proceeds should exceed
$4000!!!
The race was a very successful event, full of fun
and fellowship!

Ram Rebate Gift Cards

Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores
and restaurants through Ram Rebate and
a percentage will go towards your tuition
or a school or church account of your
choice. Stop by the school office or visit
www.shopwithscrip.com or www.myscriptwallet.com for
details. In Stock cards are available during school office
hours.
October Order Dates:
Orders Due: Monday Oct 8 and 29
Pick-up on Friday of the week
*Orders will be placed weekly through Christmas,
beginning in November (except on short school weeks)
LWML is collecting School Supplies for
Lutheran World Relief.
Please place the LWR School Kit items in the bag from the
coatroom and return to the box in the
coatroom. School supplies are on sale now a great time to
purchase for the school kits. Please return school supplies
before October 22, 2018 (packing date).
The following items in each LWR School Kit:
 4 - 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper
approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf paper
 1 - 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters on
one side and inches on the other
 1 - pencil sharpener
 1 - blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel
blades work well)
 5 - unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure together with a rubber band
 5 - black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure together with a rubber band
 1 - box of 16 or 24 crayons
 1 - 2½” eraser
Do not add other items or leave
out any of the items listed

St. John Lutheran School could receive
up to $5000.00!
We have a great opportunity again to raise funds through
the Max Dollars for Education program at County Market.
All that is needed is your Max Card and your participation!
This year Max Dollars for Education Fund is valued over
$75,000. The more participants we have, the better our
chances will be to win a $5,000 check for our school.
You can help our school earn Max Dollars by using your
Max Card each time you shop at County Market from August 1- December 31, 2018.
This program does not cost anything and will not take away
from your personal Max Rewards you are already earning.
To participate in this program choose one of the following:
• Fill out the Registration Form below and return to the
school office
• Fill out the Registration Form below and return to
County Market
• Go online to mycountymarket.com and click on the
banner labeled “Max $ Sign Up”

*You must register – even if you were registered
last year.
It’s that easy! The more you scan your Max Card, the
better our chance to earn money for our school. Use
your Max Card and help us be a part of the Max Dollars for Education Program! Registration forms can
be found on the narthex table or in the school office.

Yankee Candles Fundraiser
Support the 6th and 7th grade St. John students and their
trips to Washington, DC by purchasing Yankee Candle
products.
The Yankee Candle catalog features fall and winter decorative candle holders and
scented candles. Catalogs and order forms have been sent home with each
student. Orders can be placed online or order forms can be returned to the school
office. All orders are due by Monday, October 15th.
Items will be delivered in time for Thanksgiving.

The Annual St. John Lutheran
Box Top Baseball
Contest is Back!!!

XC Meets
Tuesday Oct 2 @ PBL Invite
Thursday Oct. 4 @ CID Meet
Saturday Oct. 13 @ LSA State Meet
Saturday Oct. 20 @ National Meet

Bring in Box Tops to help your favorite baseball team
score “runs” in the game! Gather up all those Box Tops
you’ve collected and place them in either the Cubs or
Cardinals Box Top container in the school office.

Upcoming Home Basketball Games

Totals after 5 innings
1068

Come Cheer for the Rams! Adult Admission$3
St. John Students FREE!

Monday, Oct 15 at 6pm – Girls vs. Calvary, Normal
Tuesday, October 23rd at 6pm – Girls vs. Cornerstone

663

The last day to bring in Box Tops will be Friday,
October 19.

Music Notes
Adult Choirs schedule for October
Sunday, October 7
(LWML Sunday)

8:00
10:45

Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude)
Mixed Choir

Sunday, October 14

8:00

Day School K-3 Choir

Sunday, October 21

10:45

Men’s Choir

Sunday, October 28
(Reformation – Observed)

8:00 & 10:45 Mixed & Men’s Choir

Sunday, November 4

8:00

Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude)

Sunday, November 11

10:45

Day School K-3 Choir

Rehearsals continue on their regular schedule- all are welcome.
Note – no handbell rehearsal Wednesday, October 10.
We are well underway with our choirs for the Fall. Thanks to our returning and also to our new members!
There is still more room in the balcony- please come join us!
Never let it be said that Martin Luther was a man of wishy-washy sentiments!
A person who does not regard music as a
marvelous creation of God, must be a clodhopper indeed and does not deserve to be
called a human being; he should be permitted
to hear nothing but the braying of asses and
the grunting of hogs.

Mission Statement:

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
8
9
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22

Dan, Marissa
Tom, Lauren, Pam
Lance, Jake, Brandon
Rebecca, Jean, Luke, Connor, Annabel
Diane, Daniel , Rachel, Kathy
Tracy, Gail
Matt, Alexis, Rex, Caroline, Leslie, Michael , John
Terra, Spenser, Walter, Jay
Kim, Nathaniel, Tinley, Duane
Bryce, Delores
Traci, Ben, Cassandra
Randy, Jim
Will, Nicholas, Gabriel, Kyle, Julie, Nick
Alex, Julia
Terry, Ryan
Roger, Bailey
Wally, Christina, Anthea, Dot
Ruby, Linda
Geneice, Ethan

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
18
21
24
26
31

Rev. Jeff & Katie Caithamer (13)
Laran & Erin (8)
John & Lisa (15)
Daniel & Laura (5)
Lee & Judy (45)
Rene & Nicole (18)
Rev. Don & Mar Ehlers (58); John & Cheryl (52)
Martin & Beth (24)
Curtis & Lori (37); Gerald & Linda (45)
Ryan & Amy (15); David & Kristina (21)
Derek & Jamie (6)
Chad & Tracy (12); Arnold & Myla (46)
Andy & Cindy (52)
Tony & Jennifer (25)
David & Lisa (20); Roger & Norma (20)
Curt & Paula (32)
Raymond & Judy (51); Mike & Maxine (29)
Steve & Nancee (37); Richard & Barbara (48)
Tom & Peggy (50)
Jon & Susan (20); Alvin & Beverly (49)

23
24
25
26
28
29
30
31

Tracy, Greg
Curt, Jeff
Claire, Catherine, Jordan
Linda, Richard
Patty
Karen, Joe, Trent, Melissa
Pat, Ronda
Sue, Max, Robert, Eli , Dorothy

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your birthday
or anniversary is missing or incorrect. Unfortunately, we
don’t have 100% of our members’ birthdays &
anniversaries on file. Letting us know of any correction or
omissions is a great way to help us complete our records.
Thank you!

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR

SEPTEMBER
Sundays

8:00

Sep 2
Sep 9
Sep 16
Sep 23
Sep 30

168
172
158
164

Wednesdays 7:15
Sep 5
Sep 12
Sep 19
Sep 26

12
23
23
24

Comm
150
145
135
138

Comm
10
19
19
22

10:45 Comm
120
159
139
102

100
125
96
87

2018

For by grace you have been saved through
faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the
gift of God, not a result of works, so that no
one may boast. Ephesians 2:8-9.

Mon
Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 14th & 28th
at 2:30pm

Tue

1

8

8:00 Holy Communion (AR)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
1:00 New Member Class

E.A.T. @ El Toro on
Springfield all day

14 21st Sunday after Pentecost

Thu

Fri

2

3

4

5 Day School Closed

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Fellowship Board,
Trustees
6:30 School Board

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
12:30 Widow’s Group
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

5:30 Faith & Family
Night

Pastors’

7 20th Sunday after Pentecost

Wed

CID

Fall

10

11

12

1:00 Reading Buddies
6:00 Elders

8:10 Chapel
10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:00 Lifelight
10:00 Evangelism
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

5:30 Chili Supper

15

16

17

18

19

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class
2:00 Youth Group

9:15 MOPS
6:30 LWML

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

21 22nd Sunday after Pentecost

22

23

24

25 Day School Closed

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

Newsletter Deadline

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

8:10 Chapel
3:30 PTF
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

28 Reformation Day

29

30

31

8:00 Holy Communion (M/Mx)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (M/Mx)
1:00 New Member Class

9:15 MOPS

10:00 Adult Bible Class

8:10 Chapel
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Finance Board

6

Conference

9

Columbus Day

Sat

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

13

20
1:00 Ausher/Wilcoxen
Wedding

26 Day School Closed 27
9:00 Mary Martha
Bake Sale

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off: Fridays

