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Does It Really Even Matter? Yes!
Key Differences between Lutheranism and Catholicism

D

ear brothers and sisters in Christ,

As we arrive at the month of October, a portion of our
attention as Lutherans returns to the Reformation. The
life and times and theology of Martin Luther are revisited in honor of this major movement in Christianity. It is
important to note that it was the Catholic Church of the
west in which Luther was raised and trained. He longed
to be a faithful adherent to the Catholic Church and
swore to his patron saint that he would leave law school
and give himself up to be a monk if his life were spared
from a treacherous storm. Martin Luther had not the
slightest inkling of ever being away from his mother
church.
Yet, it is from the Catholic Church that Martin Luther
eventually moved away. Though, as Luther would state,
he believed that it was the Catholic Church that had left
him. On January 3, 1521, Martin Luther was actually
excommunicated from the Catholic Church. Later that
year, he was deemed an outlaw by the Roman Empire,
which meant he could be killed on sight by any who
would find him. What made the Catholic Church so
upset by Luther that it had to remove him from their
presence? What caused the Roman Empire to sign a
death warrant for a German priest? And why was Luther
so willing to accept these judgments and stand firm in
the face of them?
While there are many important distinctions between
Luther’s theology and that of the Catholic Church, I
have decided to focus on two of the most significant.
This is done with the thought in mind to answer the
comment often heard and, on occasion, spoken by us as
Lutherans, myself included: There really is not much
difference between Lutherans and Catholics. If this were
most certainly true, then Martin Luther would not have
been willing to accept excommunication and he would
have quickly repented of his teachings viewed as heresy
by the church in Luther’s day. The two distinctions for
our focus that drove Luther’s persistence are: the biblical
understanding of grace and the nature of the Lord’s
Supper.

justifying us freely through Christ. Do not consider it a
quality (in man), as the sophists dream it is” (What
Luther Says, p. 603). Grace originates in God alone. It
is his undeserved love, equal with the steadfast love of
God described in the Old Testament.
Ephesians 2:1 says, “You were dead in the trespasses
and sins in which you once walked, following the course
of this world.” Based on this and various other passages,
Luther held that we are all sinners, fully corrupted, and
not capable of earning God’s love. His love must be
freely given, the true understanding of grace. This grace
of God is seen clearly in the person and work of Christ
Jesus, chiefly in his suffering and death on the cross.
This grace of God in Jesus comes to us by faith and this
is what justifies us before God.
A look into the Catechism of the Catholic Church links
to that biblical view of grace, but then adds additional
graces, including: sanctifying or deifying grace; habitual
grace; actual graces; sacramental graces; special graces;
and graces of state (pp. 538–540). None of these graces
state that man is fully justified by faith in God’s grace,
and each kind of grace is to be used by the Christian to
further merit the forgiveness of continued sin. With this
dependence on further graces comes the need for intercessions by Mary and the saints, and so prayers arise to
them. Continual sin for the Christian needs further
working by the Christian to receive more grace, often
seen in the practice of indulgence-purchasing, to merit
reduced time in purgatory. As Lutherans, we believe
simply that God’s grace alone saves us (Ephesians 2:8–
9; Galatians 2:16), and that grace comes to us in the
means of Word and Sacraments (Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper).

The Nature of the Lord’s Supper
On the surface, the traditional services of the Lutheran
Church are similar to that of the Catholic Church. This
is because Martin Luther did not seek to reinvent the
Divine Service. He evaluated what was used by the
Catholic Church that was biblical and he kept those
parts. Whatever was not biblical or opposed the proclamation of salvation by grace alone, Luther rightly opted
Biblical Understanding of Grace
to remove those parts. And the celebration of the Lord’s
The stance of Luther on this subject covers a wide varie- Supper in the Divine Service shares similarities with the
ty of issues, including the veneration of Mary and the
Catholic Church.
saints along with the sale of indulgences and a belief in
purgatory. Luther held that “Grace signifies that favor
Both traditional Lutherans and Catholics believe the
with which God receives us, forgiving our sins and
body and blood of Christ is truly present in the Lord’s

Supper. What differs is how it is that way. The Catholic Church teaches that the essence of bread and wine are
changed into the body and blood of Christ in the Sacrament. While it looks like bread and appears to be bread, the
Catholic Church states that it is not bread and wine but is truly changed into the body and blood of Christ
(transubstantiation). As Lutherans, we believe that the bread and wine remain in the Sacrament and, by the power
of Christ’s Word, are also the body and blood of Christ, not as a new substance or element (consubstantiation), but
mysteriously as both at the same time.
Where Lutherans and Catholics more intensely part ways on the Lord’s Supper is on its very nature. What is going
on in the Lord’s Supper? Luther identified errors in the Eucharistic Prayer of the church that still exist in the
Catholic Church today. The errors center on the belief that the body and blood of the Lord’s Supper are being
offered to God as a sacrifice by his people, a continuation of the sacrifice Christ made on the cross. Once more,
this reveals the central role of the Christian in offering a pleasing sacrifice to God. Specifically, Eucharistic Prayer I, as found on the website, Catholic-Resources.org, under Anamnesis, says:
Therefore, O Lord, as we celebrate the memorial of the blessed Passion, the Resurrection from the dead,
and the glorious Ascension into heaven of Christ, your Son, our Lord, we, your servants and your holy
people, offer to your glorious majesty, from the gifts that you have given us, this pure victim, this holy
victim, this spotless victim, the holy Bread of eternal life and the Chalice of everlasting salvation.
(emphasis added)
Martin Luther took issue with this belief of the Catholic Church, especially in light of key words from Hebrews
9:24–28:
For Christ has entered…into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Nor was it
to offer himself repeatedly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his own, for
then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation of the world. But, as it is, he has
appeared once for all at the end of the ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is
appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having been offered once to bear
the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting
for him.
As Lutherans, we make a clear distinction between sacrament and sacrifice. Christ was offered up as the sacrifice
for sin, once for all, never to be sacrificed again. The fruits of his sacrifice—forgiveness, life, and salvation—
come to us from God through the Sacraments. A sacrament is what God gives to us. A sacrifice is what we offer
to God. We do not offer Jesus up to God in the Lord’s Supper. Rather, God gives Jesus’ body and blood to us in
bread and wine for the forgiveness of our sins.
Thankfully Lutheran
Much, much more could be said about the differences between Luther and the Catholic Church of his day and
between Lutherans and Catholics of today. And much more has been said and written already. For further study,
you can peruse Luther’s works, including The Babylonian Captivity of the Church and The Misuse of the Mass. It
is good and right for us to be thankful for being Lutheran, not because we worship Martin Luther (which we do
not) or enjoy being distinct from other Christian churches (which we probably should not), but because of the
purity of the Gospel preached and taught in our midst (which we certainly do!). In this life filled with
uncertainties, the question of whether or not we are saved need not be one of them. And the Lord Jesus does not
wish for us to be in doubt about our salvation. He wants us to be sure. That certainty comes from the Gospel, in
its truth and purity, which is centered on Christ alone, for we are justified by faith in Christ Jesus and not by works
of the law (Galatians 2:16).
To God alone be the glory, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Pastor Caithamer

The Evangelism Board
is hosting a Trunk or Treat on Sunday,
October 27 from 2:30 to 4:30. We need
lots of volunteers. Please consider
volunteering to hand out candy from
your trunk or donating candy to help
create a bag from the church. There is a
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside the fellowship
hall for those who will set up a trunk. Donation slips
will go up the beginning of October. We will have an information meeting towards the end of September. If you
have any questions, please contact Faith.

Men's Prayer Breakfast
On Thursday, October 10th, at 7:00am,
the men's prayer breakfast will meet at
the Farmhouse Restaurant at Harvest
Market on 2029 S. Neil St. in
Champaign. All men are welcome to
attend!

E.A.T. Night @
The October E.A.T. night will be at
Billy Barooz on Monday, October 14, ALL DAY!
Billy Barooz is giving back 10% of our purchases!
(Carryout and alcohol not included.)

Flyers will be available on the narthex table. Tell
your friends, family, co-workers –
spread the word!

Mary Martha Cookbooks are available for

purchase. They are $10 each, please make checks out
to The Mary Martha Society. Check with the church
office or a member of Mary Martha
to get yours.

Chili Supper
Friday, October 18 5:30-7pm
Fellowship Hall
Chili Supper - Chili, hotdogs, and cornbread
will be served with lemonade
$7 Adults
$4 children (under 5 are FREE)
Dessert Auction
Donate your favorite cookies, brownies
or dessert & buy something to enjoy.
Decorated Pumpkin Contest
Carved Pumpkin Contest
Bring your decorated or carved pumpkin to
participate in the contest
Join us for great food and fellowship. Proceeds will go
the sixth grade class trip to Washington, D.C. in 2021.

Youth Group October News
This month we will have two events.
First will be a kickoff to youth fun
events. We will meet at the church
on Sunday, October 13, 2-4p, for
fun fellowship and, of course, food!
We will also help with the Trunk or Treat event on
Sunday, October, 27, 2:30-4:30. The Evangelism Board
has been busy planning this new community event and
your help is needed. Youth will help with activities
from the Evangelism Board and families can help by
decorating their trunk and handing out candy and
treats. Please sign up on the Youth Bulletin Board by
the church office for each event. Any questions, contact Mrs Schmidt.
Save the Date for the Rake ‘n Run on November 10
(rain/snow date Nov. 17). This is a Youth-sponsored
servant event The youth and their families, with help
from the congregation, will rake leaves for church
members who request assistance and then meet at
Welch’s Farm for a cookout. Five to eight rakers are
needed for each yard. Please help us to ensure every
yard gets raked.
*If you would like your yard raked, please contact the
church office at 359-1123 to be included this year.

Mission Statement:

United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word, centered on
Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Roger & Sherryl and family at the death of son Adam, Linda and family at the death
of sister Wendy
For Healing and Recovery: Mary Aegler-mother of Martha, Whitney -wife of Ellie grandson, Chuck-son of Ellie, Diana mother of Kim, Maria, Tim, Merv, Brett -cousin of the Kindts’, Jessica -granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Joan -mother of Bill ,
Judy -mother of Rochelle, Rebecca -daughter of Marvin & Esther, Roy -father of Anne , Joe, Dan -brother of Bonnie , Ellie ,
Todd -grandson of Harold, John
For Successful Treatments: Earl, Roger -father of Stephanie, Jeff -brother of Tim, Jayne, Linda, Phyllis, Roxy , Philip son of Starley, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy, Shawn-sister of Maxine.
For our Military: Roberto, Adam, Joshua, Nick, Zachary, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson
For our Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary,
Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston,
Jamaica

College Board

The Evangelism Board is in the process of updating the
college board with pictures of our college students. In
addition to the college board we would like to begin
praying for our college students on a rotating basis on
Sunday morning. Please send pictures and information
(name, school, year in school, and major) to Faith. We
would like the information by the end of September.
Thank you!

Support the 6th and 7th grade St.
John students and their trips to
Washington, DC by purchasing
Yankee Candle products.
The Yankee Candle catalog features
fall and winter decorative candleholders and scented
candles. Catalogs and order forms are available on the
narthex table and in the school office.

The Annual St. John Lutheran
Box Top Baseball Contest is Back!!!
Bring in Box Tops to help your favorite baseball
team score “runs” in the game! Gather up all those
Box Tops you’ve collected and place them in either
the Cubs or Cardinals Box Top container in the
school office.

Inning
1
2
3
4
5
Total to Date

Orders can be placed online or order forms can be
returned to the school office.
All orders are due by Monday, October 14th.
Items will be delivered in time for Thanksgiving.
If you have any questions, please contact the school office, 359-1714.

Go Cubs!!!
Go Cards!!!

Cubs
291
23
138
143
47
642

Cards
129
44
293
147
259
872

Another Thrivent Action Team Project

has been completed at St. John Lutheran Church.
Our food pantry has an additional $250 worth of
groceries on the shelves. Rick and I did the
shopping, the church office gave us a great list of
what was needed and Marlene Welch received
and organized the items. Thank you ladies!
Perhaps you would like to provide help for an
important organization. Go online to
wwwThrivent.com or call 800-847-4836.
Ronda Craig

Shop from
hundreds of
items from local artists and craftsmen! Bid on special
items donated by the
vendors in the Silent Auction.
Get a fresh cup of coffee and purchase bake sale
items. The Bake Sale will include individual items to
eat on site and also items to take home. Soup,
salads, and sandwiches will be available for lunch.
Application forms for vendors are available in the
school office and on the Parent Portal

XC Meets
Tuesday Oct. 1 @ Champaign Co
Championships, Unity, Tolono
Saturday Oct. 5 @ Decatur Festival
Wednesday, Oct. 9 @ CID Meet, Trinity,
Bloomington
Saturday Oct. 19 @ LSA State Meet,
Trinity, Bloomington

How you can help to make this event successful:


Be a Vendor – are you a crafter or artist and have
personal creations to sell? Fill out a vendor
application form found on the narthex table or in
the school office.



Be a Shopper – come to the fair and see all the
wonderful arts and crafts. Get a head start on
Christmas or just buy something for yourself.



Be a Baker – items will be needed for the bake
sale. A sign-up sheet will be posted in October.



Be a Volunteer – extra hands will be needed to
help with this event. A sign-up sheet will be
posted in October.



Be an Advertiser – help spread the word! Tell
your friends, family, coworkers, neighbors, etc....
Share the flyer on your social media. Post the
flyer at your work. Contact the school office to get
a paper or electronic copy of the flyer.
Contact the school office with any questions

Orders for Beef House Rolls,
Strawberry Jam and Apple
Butter will start later this
month.
Items will be delivered in time
for Thanksgiving (Date & time
TBD). Order forms will be
available on the narthex table and in the school
office.

Prairie Gardens Gift Cards

Gift cards are available for your fall
planting, crafts or decorating.
Cards may be used on any purchase at
Prairie Gardens.

Music Notes
Our newly-commissioned hymn-anthem on “The Church’s One Foundation” was very wellreceived on September 15, when we premiered it at both services. The work was composed by
Milwaukee-based composer Benjamin Culli, and has been submitted for publication to Concordia
Publishing House, where many of Ben’s works are already in their catalog. The piece is dedicated in
loving memory of Pat Dobbs, a member of our Mixed Choir and mother of Karla . The tune was selected because it is one of Pastor Caithamer’s favorites.
Alleluia Ringers
Wednesdays 6 - 7 pm
No rehearsal October 9.
Men’s Choir
Thursdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Mixed Choir
Thursdays 6:45 – 7:30 pm
No rehearsals October 9.
Sunday, October 6

8:00 Alleluia Ringers
10:45 Alleluia Ringers & Mixed Choir

Sunday, October 13

8:00 School K-3 Choir Prelude
10:45 Men’s Choir

Sunday, October 20

8:00 Lois, violin + instrumentalists
10:45 Instrumentalists

Sunday, October 27

8:00 Men’s Choir + brass
10:45 Mixed Choir + brass

Sunday, November 3

8:00 Alleluia Ringers (+ 10:45 Prelude)
10:45 Mixed Choir

Soli Deo Gloria,
Keith
Ram Rebate Gift Cards
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of
stores and restaurants through Ram
Rebate and a percentage will go
towards your tuition or a school or
church account of your choice.
Stop by the school office or visit
www.shopwithscrip.com or
www.myscripwallet.com for details.
In Stock cards are available during school
office hours.
Orders will be placed the
first Monday of the
month.

Discover your earning potential
with MyScipWallet.com.

Ram Rebate Tip of the

*Earn Every Day: Easy access means
you can order whenever and
wherever it’s most convenient
for you.

Kohl’s gift cards
purchased through
Ram Rebate can be
used to pay your Kohl’s
credit card bill.
County Market gift
cards can be used at
Harvest Market (Your
County Market MAX
Card can also be
scanned)

*Everything in one place: With My
Wallet, you can manage your eGift
cards and reloads for simple
redemption online and in stores .

Month

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS
1
2
3
4
5
6
8
9
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22

Dan, Marissa
Lauren, Pam
Lance, Jake, Brandon
Rebecca, Jean, Luke, Connor, Annabel
Diane, Daniel, Rachel, Kathy
Tracy, Gail
Matt, Alexis, Rex, Caroline, Leslie, Michael, John
Terra, Spenser, Walter, Jay
Kim, Nathaniel, Tinley, Duane
Bryce, Delores
Traci, Ben
Randy, Jim
Will, Nicholas, Gabriel, Kyle, Julie, Nick
Mary, Alex, Julia
Terry, Ryan
Roger, Bailey
Wally, Christina, Anthea, Dot
Ruby, Linda
Geneice, Ethan

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES
1
2
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
13
14
15
16
17
18
21
24
26
31

Rev. Jeff & Katie Caithamer (14)
Laran & Erin (9)
John & Lisa (16)
Daniel & Laura (6)
Lee & Judy (46)
Rene & Nicole (19)
Rev. Don & Mar Ehlers (59); John & Cheryl (53)
Martin & Beth (25)
Curtis & Lori (38); Gerald & Linda (46)
Ryan & Amy (16); David & Kristina (22)
Derek & Jamie (7)
Chad & Tracy (13); Arnold & Myla (47)
Andy & Cindy (53)
Tony & Jennifer (26)
David & Lisa (21); Roger & Norma (21)
Curt & Paula (33)
Raymond & Judy (52); Mike & Maxine (30)
Steve & Nancee (38); Richard & Barbara (49)
Tom & Peggy (51)
Jon & Susan (21); Alvin & Beverly (50)

23
24
25
26
28
29
30
31

Tracy, Greg
Curt, Jeff
Claire, Catherine, Jordan
Linda, Alayna
Patty
Karen, Joe, Trent, Melissa
Pat, Ronda
Sue, Max, Robert, Eli, Dorothy

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if your birthday
or anniversary is missing or incorrect. Unfortunately, we
don’t have 100% of our members’ birthdays &
anniversaries on file. Letting us know of any correction or
omissions is a great way to help us complete our records.
Thank you!

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR

SEPTEMBER
Sundays

8:00

Sep 1
Sep 8
Sep 15
Sep 22
Sep 29

143
172
157
117

Wednesdays 7:15
Sep 4
Sep 11
Sep 18
Sep 25

20
25
18

Comm
127
141
130
104

Comm
18
24
17

10:45 Comm
80
128
130
121

66
97
115
94

2019

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope
without wavering, for he who promised is
faithful. Hebrews 10:23

Mon
Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen
on the 13th & 27th
at 2:30pm

6

17th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 Holy Communion (AR)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
1:00 New Member Class

Church Office
359-1123

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

2

3

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Fellowship Board,
Evangelism,
Trustees
6:30 School Board

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
12:30 Senior Women’s
Lunch
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

7

8

9

10

9:15 MOPS

6:00 Elders

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
9:00 Lifelight
1:30 Mary Martha
6:30 Lifelight

School Office
359-1714

Central Illinois District Pastors’

13 18th Sunday after Pentecost 14

Columbus Day

Sat

4

5

11

12

Conference

15

16

17

18

19

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Council,
Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

5:30 Chili Supper

9:00 Craft Fair

25

26

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MC)
1:00 New Member Class
2:00 Youth Group

6:00 Finance Board

E.A.T. @ Billy
Barooz 11am-10pm

10:00 Adult Bible Class
1:00 Reading Buddies
5:00 Circuit Stewardship Workshop

20 19th Sunday after Pentecost

21

22

23

24

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 Voter’s Meeting

9:15 MOPS
6:30 LWML

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

27 Reformation Day (Obs.)

28

29

30

31

10:00 Adult Bible Class

8:05 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

8:00 Holy Communion (MC)
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion (MxC)
1:00 New Member Class
2:30 Trunk or Treat

Fri

Newsletter Deadline

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

Pastor Caithamer’s
day off: Fridays

