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The famous saying came into being at some point in the early part of the 20th century:  Behind every great man is a great 
woman.  For Martin Luther, this saying was not true, not at first at least.  You could argue that Luther’s mother was influential 
in his young life and helped to direct him on a path of discipline and education.  One could also propose that for Luther, who 
was raised in the Catholic Church, the Virgin Mary was instrumental in guiding the young Luther in a more spiritual direction. 
 

However, Martin Luther exits his law studies at the University of Erfurt in order to become a monk.  Taking the vow of celi-
bacy, any interactions of Luther with women with a potential marital arrangement were now in the past.  Martin Luther was 
then instructed by male teachers and guided by his father confessor, Johann von Staupitz.  Luther wrote The Ninety-Five The-
ses when he was 33 years old.  He was excommunicated from the Catholic Church when he was 37 years old and stood before 
the emperor at the Diet of Worms. 
 

By the age of 40, Luther had already written dozens of works, all published en masse due to the printing press.  Chief among 
his works at that time was the translation of the New Testament from Greek into German.  It was not until Luther was 41 
years old that he was finally attached to a great woman.  On June 13, 1525, Martin Luther married Katharina von Bora. 
 

Kathie, or Katie, as she was called by Luther, had been dedicated to God’s service from her youth.  Entrusted to a cloister in 
1504, at just 5 years of age, Katie was among the sisters of the church from her youth.  As she grew in years, Katie became 
discontented with her life as a nun.  She had caught wind of the reform movement taking place in Wittenberg and began com-
munications with the theological world outside of her cloister.  Katie was even able to contact Martin Luther himself and he 
sought to make arrangements for Katie’s escape, and that of many of her friends, from their cloister. 
 

In that era, the area we would call Germany was divided up into regions or provinces.  Each province was ruled by its own 
prince, who was to be loyal to the emperor.  However, various princes in different territories were sympathetic to Luther and 
his reforms.  As a result, some territories were safe, such as Saxony, where Luther and Wittenberg were located.  Where 
Katharina von Bora and her cloister were positioned was not a safe haven for defectors from the church.  Any type of escape 
from a cloister in Katie’s territory could end in torture and imprisonment if they were caught.  They would also face disgrace 
and shame for abandoning their sacred vows. 
 

Katie and her friends were willing to take the risk and thus were smuggled out of their cloister, through hostile territory, and 
safely arrived in Saxony in 1523.  Not able to return these women to their families, Luther was successful in helping them all 
to find husbands in the Wittenberg area.  All but one.  Katharina von Bora had been engaged to a successful man, but he end-
ed their arrangement due to his love for another woman.  Katie had ultimately had her eyes in Martin Luther himself.  Luther 
resisted this for good reason: he did not want any wife he might have to be harmed because of his work in the Reformation.  
And for Luther, an outlaw according to the emperor, to be captured and killed, thus leaving a wife and children behind, was 
not something he considered tenable. 
 

Katharina won out, eventually.  She married Martin Luther in 1525 and worked hard to support Martin and his work.  While 
Luther had already accomplished much prior to his marriage to Katie, his work was blessed and blossomed with Katie by his 
side.  She was truly the matron of the house, making sure Luther no longer lived in the squalor he had “enjoyed” because of 
his incessant writing and teaching and preaching and traveling. 
 

Katie Luther bore six children with Martin, though one died as an infant and another died at age twelve.  Katie worked tire-
lessly to accommodate the steady flow of guests who visited their home, seeking to bend the ear of the great reformer.  She 
purchased her own parcels of land in order to farm produce for her family.  She raised animals for her family’s sustenance.  
And she was even known to have her own brew of beer, kept in stock for their many guests. 
 

Without Katie Luther, Martin may not have achieved all that he did in his later years in life.  He had certainly benefited from 
the cares bestowed on him by Katie.  She deserves credit for relieving Martin of more practical concerns so that he could fo-
cus on his theological exploits, something for which we are all grateful.  Being fifteen years younger than Martin, Katie lived 
another ten years following Luther’s death in 1546, ultimately succumbing to serious injuries suffered when the wagon she 
was in was overturned. 
 

Katharina von Bora Luther shared the same faith as her husband, trusting in Jesus Christ alone for her salvation, believing that 
the faith given to her justified her freely in God’s sight.  Katie was courageous, strong, and caring, worthy of admiration by 
all.  She was the great woman behind the great man, together a beautiful example of God’s gift of marriage and what he in-
tends it to be. 

Katharina von Bora: Beloved Wife of Martin Luther 



 
 

 

 
 
 

For Peace & Comfort: the family and friends of Joyce 
Noffke at her death; Chuck and family at the death of son 
Brendan 
 

Following Surgery: Dorothy , Keith  
 

For Healing and Recovery: Nancy, Donna, Barb, Eunice, 
Lingli -granddaughter of Bob & Joan, Karen, Brian, Rick, 
Susan, Larry, Cyntha, Teresa-godchild of Bob & Joan, Bar-
bara -family friend of Bob & Joan, Maelynn -granddaughter 
of Rick and Rita, Lilly, Karla, Aidan, Whitney-wife of Ellie 
grandson, Barbara -friend of the congregation, John, Tom, 
Hendricks-grandson of Dan & Joanie, Maria, Merv, Judy -
mother of Rochelle, Rebecca -daughter of Marvin & Esther, 
Roy - father of Anne, Dan- brother of Bonnie, Todd -
grandson of Harold, Brett -cousin of the Kindts’ 
 

For Successful Treatments:  Luke, Earl, Linda, Joan,  
Jeanette, Nancy  
 

 
 

For our Military:  Adam, Nick ,  
Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Zachary, David  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianaso-
lo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Mad-
agascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston 
and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot 
Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

Trunk or Treat—The Evangelism Board is hosting a Trunk or Treat on Sunday, October 24th from 2:30 to 
4:30. We need lots of volunteers. Please consider volunteering to hand out candy from your trunk or donating 
candy to help create a bag from the church. There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside the fellow-
ship hall for those who will set up a trunk. Donation slips will go up at the beginning of October. If you have 

questions, please contact Faith.  

The Lord’s blessings to you all as you remember the Reformation this month and those who helped make it possible, all by 
God’s grace. 
 

In service to Christ and you, his dear people, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 
 

For more on Katie Luther, check out the book Katharina von Bora writtean by Rudolf K. Markwald and Marilynn Morris 
Markwald, and published by Concordia Publishing House. 

New Member Class – This class is intended for those who would like to know more about Lutheranism and are interested in  
becoming members of St. John. All of our current members are invited and encouraged to attend this class as a refresher course in 
the Lutheran faith. It also is a blessing to new members to get to meet and know current members. We will meet in the fellowship 

hall each Sunday at 1pm. Please email Pastor Caithamer with any questions. 

October 3rd LWML Sunday – recognizing the service of LWML to St John Church and school, Champaign-Urbana, USA and the World 

sharing God’s love.  Every woman at St. John is a member of St. John LWML, maybe not attending meetings but giving time and tal-

ents  with the Christmas Cookie Walk, attending the Salad Supper with area LWML and Bible Studies, donating school supplies for Orphan 

Grain Train (disaster or need areas in US and worldwide countries), gift cards to college students, confirmation banners,  Advent and Len-

ten dinners, youth group to National Youth gathering, Missionaries (like Kim Bueltmann) US and world nations, church banners and para-

ments.   Bookmarks handed out list the mission grants for the next 1-2years to help sent God’s love around the world.  Mite boxes will be 

handed out and are available on the narthex table by the large Mite Box.  Anyone- men, women and children can take a Mite Box to but 

their change in to support the Mission Grants.  Please return Mites to the large Mite Box or to the LWML box in the Church Office. 

THANK YOU everyone who serves the Lord and LWML projects. Contact: Linda Thiele 217-714-1221 or thieleli@hotmail.com for infor-

mation. LWML (Women in Mission) is the place where each woman is welcomed and encouraged to use her unique God -given gifts as she 

supports global missions an serves the Lord with gladness. 

Thank You - We, the Loftus Family, would like to thank you all for your kindness during this difficult time. We are overwhelmed 
by your servant hearts. You lavished love by way of phone calls, cards, meals and prayer. Please know that this was so appreciated 

as we grieve the loss of our husband, Dad and Grampy. Bless you! Much love, Alice Loftus and Family 

A Hymn Festival—Singing for Eternity —October 24th, 4:00pm at University Lutheran Church Champaign, IL. Texts by 
Katie Schuermann with musical settings by Dr. Timothy Shewmaker.  Join the author & composer at 3:00pm for a pre-festival 
talk about the collaborative process of writing and composing. More at UniLuChampaign.org/HymnFest 



 

 

The Alleluia Ringers are starting up again! Rehearsals will be on Wednesdays from 6:00 – 7:00 pm, in the church 
balcony, starting on October 13th. 

 

Kelsey Leaf will be directing the ensemble for the near term, and both new and returning ringers are welcome. If 
you are interested in joining please contact Kelsey through email.   
 

If you can count and lift your arms, you can ring! No experience is necessary. Each ringer is responsible for 2-4 
notes (1 for each hand, or 2 per hand for more experienced ringers playing smaller bells). Therefore, it takes the 
whole ensemble to play a melody and harmony – each person is indispensable, and it is a genuine group expe-
rience in music making.   
 

Our handbells and hand chimes were purchased over 25 years ago. Betty was the first director.  
Additional bells were added to the set to extend the compass in recent years, thanks to Marlene . 
 

Soli Deo Gloria, Keith  

 

The LCMS Youth 

Gathering will be July 

9-13, 2022 in  

Houston, TX.  Held every 3 years since 

1980, the LCMS Youth Gathering provides 

thousands of youth and adults the oppor-

tunity to come together as a community of 

God’s people to be encouraged in their walk 

with Jesus Christ and learn about the 

Christian faith and their Lutheran identity.  
 

If you are currently in 9th-12th grade and 

want to learn more about the Gathering, 

please sign up on the Youth bulletin board 

by the church office or contact Kim. 

Cookbooks – St. John cookbooks are still 

available for $10 each. You may purchase 

them through the office. Thank you.  

2022 Lutheran Leadership Award – Beta Sigma Psi – National Lutheran Fraternity is offering a $3,000 scholarship to a Lutheran 
male freshman attending the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign in fall 2022. The application is due by March 5th at 

11:59pm and can be accessed digitally at http://alpha.betasigmapsi.org/scholarship.php. Runner-ups may be eligible for $500. There 
is no obligation to join Beta Sigma Psi or be related to a member of the fraternity to receive this award. If you have any  

questions, please email UIUCscholarship 

Want to support 

St. John Lutheran 

School and Little 

Lamb Preschool?   
 

Our teachers have 

created wishlists 

on Amazon. Visit 

the school website, 

www.stjohnls.com, 

to see each list. 
 

For other donation 

and giving oppor-

tunities, contact 

the school office. 

See’s Candies Fall/Holiday Fundraiser 

Select from a wide variety of  chocolates and other 

sweet treats. Order online at anytime and your 

order will ship directly to you. The St. John Store is open through 

Dec. 3. Contact the school office with any questions.  

https://bit.ly/StJohnSees 

Shop from hundreds of 

items from local artists and 

craftsmen! Get a fresh cup 

of coffee and purchase bake 

sale items. The Bake Sale 

will include individual 

items to eat on site and also 

items to take home. Soup, 

salads, and sandwiches will be available for lunch. 

Contact the school office with any questions.  

Application forms for vendors are available in the 

school office. 

How you can help to make this event successful: 

Be a Vendor – are you a crafter or artist and have 

personal creations to sell?  Fill out a vendor appli-

cation form, found in the school office. 
 

Be a Shopper – come to the fair and see all the 

wonderful arts and crafts.  Get a head start on 

Christmas or just buy something for yourself. 
 

Be a Baker – items will be needed for the bake 

sale.  A sign-up sheet is posted by the fellowship 

hall 
 

Be a Volunteer – extra hands will be needed to 

help with this event.  A sign-up sheet is posted by 

the fellowship hall 
 

Be an Advertiser – help spread the word!  Tell 

your friends, family, coworkers, neighbors, etc....  

Share the flyer on your social media.  Post the 

flyer at your work.  Contact the school office to get 

a paper or electronic copy of the flyer. 

E.A.T. Night - E.A.T. @ Texas Roadhouse 
on Monday, October 11th, 4-10pm. Texas Roadhouse 
is giving back at least 10% of our purchases. We will 
receive a larger percentage with more Dine to Donate 

patrons, so spread the word. Bring in the flyer, show it on your phone, 
or just tell your server you are there for Dine to Donate to make sure 
that the proceeds will be donated to St. John Lutheran School. Flyers are 
available on the narthex table and on the school website 
www.stjohnls.com. This fundraiser applies to dine-in and carry out  

 purchases. Thank you for your continued support of these events.  

October Music Notes  

http://www.stjohnls.com/


1 Dan, Marissa  

2 Lauren 

3 Lance, Jake, Brandon 

4 Rebecca, Jean, Luke, Connor, Annabel 

5 Diane, Rachel, Aleace, Kathy  

6 Gail  

7 Daniel  

8 Matt, Alexis, Rex , Caroline, Leslie, Michael, 

John  

9 Terra, Genevieve, Spenser, Kara, Walter, Jay  

10 Nathaniel, Tinley, Duane, Bryce, Delores 

13 Traci, Ben 

14 Randy, Jim 

15 Will, Nicholas, Gabriel, Kyle, Julie, Nick  

16 Alex  

17 Terry, Ryan  

19 Roger, Bailey 

20 Wally, Christina, Anthea, Dot  

21 Ruby , Linda  

22 Geneice , Ethan  

23 Selam, Tracy, Greg, Alexa  

24 Rita, Curt, Kaya, Jeff  

25 Claire, Catherine, Jordan  

26 Linda, Alayna  

28 Patty  

29 Karen, Joe, Trent  

30 Pat, Ronda  

31 Sue, Kendra, Max, Robert, Eli , Dorothy  

1 Rev. Jeff & Katie Caithamer (16) 

2 Laran & Erin (11) 

4 John & Lisa (18) 

5 Daniel & Laura (8) 

6     Lee & Judy (48) 

7 Rene & Nicole (21) 

8 Rev. Don & Mar Ehlers (61); John & Cheryl (55) 

9 Martin & Beth (27) 

10 Curtis & Lori (40); Gerald & Linda (48) 

11 Ryan & Amy (18); David & Kristina (24) 

13 Derek & Jamie (9) 

14 Chad & Tracy (15); Arnold & Myla (49) 

15 Andy & Cindy (55); Jim & Fawn (5) 

16 Tony & Jennifer (28) 

17 David & Lisa (23); Roger & Norma (23) 

18 Curt & Paula (35) 

21 Raymond & Judy (54); Mike & Maxine (32) 

24 Steve & Nancee (40); Richard & Barbara (51) 

26 Tom & Peggy (53) 

31   Jon & Susan (23); Alvin & Beverly (52) 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

OCTOBER ANNIVERSARIES 



 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Church Office  
359-1123 

 
School Office  

359-1714 

 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:  Fridays 

   
 

 
 

 
 

1  
 
 

2 

3   19th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 

  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 

4 
 

 

5 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:15 Fellowship Board 
  6:00 Evangelism, 
           Trustees 
  6:30 School Board 

6 
8:10 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School, 
         Lifelight 
7:15 Holy Communion 

7 
7:00 Men’s Prayer 
        Breakfast @ 

Sammy’s 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:30 Lifelight 

8 9 

10 20th Sunday after Pentecost 

   8:00 Holy Communion 
   9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion  
  1:00 New Member Class 
  

11  Columbus Day 

4:00 E.A.T. Night @ 
Texas Roadhouse 

5:30 Finance Board 
 

12 
6:00 Elders 

 
 

13 
  8:10 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Clsss 
  5:45 Midweek School, 
           Lifelight 
  6:00 Handbells 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

14 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:30 Lifelight 
 
 

15 
 

16 
9:00 St. John Arts & 

Crafts Fair 

17 21st Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
 

18 

 
 

 
 

19 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Council 

20 
8:10 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School, 
         Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

21  
9:00 Lifelight 
6:30 Lifelight 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

22  
Day School Closed 

 
 

23 

 
 

24  22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion  
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion  
  1:00 Voter’s Meeting 
  2:30  Trunk-or-Treat  

25 
 

26 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  7:00 Youth Board 

   
 

27 
8:10 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School, 
         Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

28 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:30 Lifelight 

 
 

29 

 

30 

31 Reformation Day (Obs.) 

8:00 Holy Communion  
  9:30 Adult Bible Class,  
           Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion  
  1:00 New Member Class 

      

2021 
 

8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not 

your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that 

no one may boast.  Ephesians 2:8-9 
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