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FALL NEW MEMBER CLASS
to Begin on Sunday, September 8th
taught by Pastor Mark Elliott
WELCOME
You can pre-register by phoning Phyllis at the Church Office at 359-1123. Since
we’re going to be ordering books and materials soon, it will be helpful to know of
your desire to participate in Lutheranism 101 for our planning.
YOU’RE INVITED to LUTHERANISM 101






For those interested in becoming members of St. John’s
For those seeking to learn more about the Bible
For those desiring to know more about Lutherans
For those looking to review and renew their faith
For those wanting a closer walk with Christ

THINGS TO KNOW about LUTHERANISM 101






This class begins on Sunday mornings, starting September 8th
This class meets in Room 4 A*
This class meets on Sunday mornings from 9:30 – 10:30 am **
This class is recorded so that you can catch up if you have to miss
This class lasts 12 weeks through Sunday, November 24th

BLESSINGS YOU’LL RECEIVE from LUTHERANISM 101






You’ll grow in your faith as You study God’s Word
You’ll meet others like you who are taking the class
You’ll hear important questions asked and answered
You’ll develop spiritual habits of attending church and of reading the Bible
You’ll receive free books that will prove beneficial to your faith and life

* It’s the first classroom on the left as you enter the school hallway from the church.
** Following the 8:00am early service.

Back to School...for All of Us!
Summer vacation has come and gone and all of the students are back in school. Our own St. John Lutheran
School is off to a great start with two new teachers and a new principal! Midweek school for children of the
congregation who do not attend our day school began on August 21. Rally Day for Sunday school was on
Sunday, August 25, kicking off another year of education for the children of the congregation. With the day
school, midweek school, and Sunday school come also the opportunities for others to learn too.
Each Sunday throughout the year (except on rare occasions), the Adult Bible Class is held in the Fellowship
Hall from 9:30am through 10:30am. This past summer was spent studying a book called Broken: 7
"Christian" Rules Every Christian Ought to Break as Often as Possible. The book uncovered much of what is
eating away at Christianity and the Church, from within, and successfully identified those corrosions with alltoo-familiar names from the past (i.e. Mysticism, Rationalism, Pragmatism). Resuming later in September
will be the Adult Bible Class's study of the assigned Scripture readings for each week throughout the Church
year. All are welcome to attend. I am privileged to lead this class each week.
Pastor Elliott will continue to offer the "New Member Class" in room 4A beginning September 8. This class is
offered twice a year and is for those who are interested in joining as members of St. John Lutheran Church,
who are interested in learning more about Christianity, and who are veteran Lutherans who are looking for a
refresher course on Lutheran doctrine. This class will also meet during the Sunday school hour, from 9:30am
through 10:30am and it will conclude in the weeks before Christmas.
Resuming again this month will be the Senior Bible class that meets each Tuesday of the month from
10:30am-11:30am, except during the second week of the month, when it meets on Wednesday at the same
time. This class will continue and conclude its study of the Gospel of Matthew and begin a new Book of the
Bible or Biblical topic to study soon. Either Pastor Elliott or I will teach this class.
Also offered is the LifeLight Bible class that meets 2-3 times per year, with each session lasting about 9
weeks. This class typically studies a Book of the Bible, but will also venture into a topical study. LifeLight
classes are held on Wednesday nights during the midweek school hour, starting at 5:45pm, on Thursday
mornings at 8:30am, and on Thursday evenings at 6:30pm. Mr. Steve Haase, Mrs. Eunice Carmichael, and
Mr. Matt Kaufman teach these three classes, respectively.
It is certainly a hope of mine that Sunday mornings at church would become even more of a family time for
our congregation. Ideally, children can attend Sunday school and their parents would attend Bible
class. Both would then be able to share about their studies that morning throughout the day and even the
week!
Such convenience is also present on Wednesdays as children can attend midweek school and their parents
can participate in the LifeLight study.
All are great opportunities to hear God's Word and to truly grow in the faith. This is beneficial to each and
every one of us and it is pleasing to our Lord. In so doing we are honoring the 3rd Commandment as we
hear God's Word and gladly receive it! In this wide world of constant change and uncertainty, the continual
reading and hearing of God's Word is the anchor to keep us rooted in Jesus Christ and the food we need to
grow in the Christian faith given to us in Baptism. The Lord grant it for the sake of our Savior Jesus Christ!
God bless your studying and your learning of his great Word!
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Sherleen and family at
death of daughter Karen , Avis and family at the
death of daughter Sue , the family of Sandy at her
death

the

For Safekeeping: Clint who is fighting wild fires in
Oregon, Dee Stifanos who is traveling abroad
Following Surgery: Louise , Dan
Healing and Recovery: Cyntha , Karla , Mary
Armstrong, Larry , Wendy , Lucille
For Successful Treatment: Jenny , Jeff -father of Norman &
Kathe daughter-in-law
Military: Luke , Jim , Zachary , Jimmy, Brandon, Keidi, Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson
Missionaries: Pastor David Rakotonirina and the Madagascar
Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca
Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran
Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

The men of the congregation are
invited the second Thursday of
each month to Original Pancake
House for prayers, devotion, food
and fellowship. Please join us this month on Thursday,
September 12th, at 6:30am.

A man’s wallet was turned into the
church office last month. There is
no identification inside. If you or
someone you know is missing a
wallet, please call the church
office.

A BIG THANK YOU to Steve, Neil & Traci, Tony, Kurt
& Terra, Beth, and Ray (Grace Lutheran) for building the
best Wheel Chair ramp ever, grant funding provided by
the Champaign County Chapter of Thrivent Financial.
Also thank you to Ronda for lunch including DQ “Dilly
Bars”. It was a great day, a great project, great fellowship. Steve lead us in prayer before we enjoyed our
lunch.
-Rick , Champaign County Chapter Thrivent Financial,
chapter advisor.

LWML Fall Rally
Streaming With The Lord – Jeremiah 17: 7, 8 (ESV) is
the theme of the LWML Champaign Zone Fall Rally at
Trinity in Urbana on Tuesday, September 17. Speakers for
the rally are author Katie Schuermann and LWML VP of
Gospel Outreach Shelley Moeller. Author Katie will tell us
how she streams with the Lord both as an author and in her
life experiences. Vice-President Shelley will tell us of experiences and opportunities to be God’s woman right here in
central Illinois. There is more information about these ladies
and their presentations in the summer issue of The Clarion,
copies of which are on the table in the church narthex.
Registration deadline is September 7; the cost is $12 per
person. If you have questions and/or plan to attend, please
contact Jean. Hope you can be there!!! Also---don’t forget
the first meeting of our LWML the evening before—
Monday, September 16 at 6:30 pm.

Ingathering for the LWML Champaign Zone Fall Rally
The LWML is collecting food items for the Wiley/Trinity
Backpack Program. The following paragraph explains the
program and how it was started. There is a box in the coat
room for any items contributed. Please consider donating to
this worthwhile cause.
In January 2011, Trinity Lutheran, Urbana, began its community outreach to Wiley Elementary School. This Backpack Program is facilitated with the help of the Wiley School
social worker and provides a weekly backpack of weekend
food to ten children and their families that have been selected by the school social worker based on economic need. It
has been a huge blessing to both members of Trinity and
families receiving help. The social worker said that this

group of families is typically very transient, but that for
the 2011-2012 school year, not a single family receiving food from this program left the school! The 201213 school year also saw an increased percentage of
families that receive food remaining at Wiley. She believes there is a connection. This mission is always in
need of non-perishable food donations or cash to enable the purchase of food. Glass containers or large
sized items cannot be used due to the limited space in
the backpacks. Also, the school district will not allow
any food with peanuts. Below is a suggested list of regular sized food items to be donated:
pasta
canned spaghetti sauce
canned fruits and vegetables
macaroni and cheese
muffin mixes
cereal
pancake mixes
pancake syrup
canned chicken
canned ham
cereal bars

Sing, Ring, Play, and Rejoice!
Lo, the Summer is past, and adult choir rehearsals are once again on the calendar.
Rehearsals will resume the first week of September, for our Alleluia Ringers (Handbells), Mixed Choir,
and Men’s Choir. We are also incorporating a semi-regular rehearsal schedule for instrumentalists and
soloists, so everyone can have the opportunity to practice for worship.
Wednesdays from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm
Alleluia Ringers
The Alleluia Ringers generally ring on the first Sunday of each month, plus other special services.
Please note – there will be no Alleluia Ringers rehearsal on Wednesday, September 25.
Thursdays from 6:00 pm to 6:45 pm
Men’s Choir
The Men’s Choir sings regularly throughout the church year, alternating between the 8:00 and 10:45 services. Rehearsals are every Thursday!
Thursdays from 6:45 pm to 7:30 pm
Mixed Choir
The Mixed Choir sings regularly throughout the church year, alternating between the 8;00 and 10:45 services. For the Fall, the Mixed Choir rehearsals will alternate with our Instrumental rehearsals, always rehearsing the Thursdays before Sundays when they will be singing for worship.
There is always more room for new members in all of our choirs, but our need is especially great for
women to replenish the ranks of our mixed Choir this year. No experience necessary!
Thursday from 6:45 pm to 7:30 pm
Instrumentalists and Soloists
We have a good group of instrumental musicians who often aid is in leading worship. We are setting
aside this time in alternation with the Mixed Choir on Thursdays, so that if you play an instrument and
would like to try joining us, you can do so. Also, if there is a solo vocal selection you might like to work
on, this is a time you can bring it to Keith to work on.
So, this month (September) at 6:45:
Thursday, September 5
Mixed Choir
Thursday, September 12
Instrumentalists & Soloists
Thursday, September 19
Mixed Choir
Thursday, September 26
Instrumentalists & Soloists
While we encourage regular (and timely) attendance at rehearsals, we welcome all of you and understand that other commitments are part of your life as well. Please consider joining as as the spirit moves
you, whether it is for a Sunday, a season, or a lifetime (for which we greatly thank those long-time regular members who we already cherish!)

School News from Principal Burgener
The school year is off to a great start! Students are beginning each day in the sanctuary
hearing God’s Word. I am continuing to learn the ins and outs of the school day and get
in to the rhythm of the day. Though each day has provided a little challenge or two, it is
clear that God is doing powerful work through his servants here at St. John. We appreciate your continued prayers and support as we strive to continue to support our church’s
mission in our community.
Here are some upcoming events of note:
8/30 11:45 AM Chapel Family Brown Bag Lunch
8/31 8 AM HELP - We need help clearing brush to the West of the playground. Anyone
who can come help the trustees and I clear that space would be appreciated!
9/3 6:30 PM School Board
9/6 5:30 PM Back to School Picnic
9/9 8:00 Grandfriends Day
- Joel Burgener, Principal of your church’s school

We would like to thank everyone for the many expressions
of sympathy we have
received from members of St.
John, and especially Jan and the
ladies of the congregation for
providing the luncheon for our
family and friends.
Sincerely, Avis and Bill (Sue’
son)

Campbell labels are still being collected by St. John Sunday School for Lutheran Special Education Ministries. The collected labels are counted, boxed and
mailed to the Special Education Ministries once a year
during the month of February. THE FRONT PANEL PRODUCT LABELS ARE NO LONGER ACCEPTED as submissions
for redemption and banking; therefore it is essential to
save the UPC and joining Campbell Icon. You may wish
to continue saving the entire eligible label with the UPC
and the Campbell icon attached and place them in the
designated box in the cloakroom. A
list of participating products has
been placed on the bulletin board by
the fellowship hall. NOTE: BEVERAGE
CAPS AND SAUCE CAPS ARE REQUIRED IN LIEU OF THE UPC.

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are rooted in the Word,
centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace; to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

September Event
Sunday, September 8

LYF Fest Kick-off and Food Scavenger Hunt 2pm-4pm

October Event
Sunday, October 6

LYF Fest: Corn Maze 1:30pm-4:30pm-Sign-up on the
Youth board

Save the Date:
LYF Kick-off and Food Scavenger Hunt
September 8, 2:00 – 4:00 pm

Meet in the Fellowship Hall.
Youth in sixth through twelfth grades are invited to attend our
LYF (Lutheran Youth Fellowship) Kick-Off and Food Scavenger
Hunt. We will meet in the fellowship hall at 2pm. Youth need
to turn in their permission slips for the youth activities for the
year. Then we will head out in groups to help stock our
church's food pantry. Prizes will be awarded for the group
who finishes first and who collects the most items. We will finish off the afternoon with ice cream sundaes. Pick up is at
4pm. There is a sign-up sheet on the youth bulletin board. We
also need several drivers. If you are able to drive please signup on the youth bulletin board. Permission slips are available
next to the youth bulletin board and they will be available that
afternoon. If you complete the permission slip early, please
put it in the youth mailbox in the church office. If you have
questions, please contact Dan or Faith We hope to see you
Sunday, September 8.

High School
Sunday School
This fall the High
School youth will
be studying the
book of
Revelation.
We hope to see you
there each
Sunday at 9:30.

PTF News...

Parent Teacher Fellowship

Ram Rebate

September
Sales

Order Dates:
September 9 and 23
Please have orders placed or in the school office by 11
am on the above Mondays. Orders will be available
for pick up in the school office the following Friday or
you can contact Leah

PTF Golf Fundraiser and Auction
U of I Golf Course
Saturday, September 14

Orders due on September 20
Pick up: Wed. Sept. 25 @ 3-4:00 pm
*Free

Nesting Glass Bowls with $40 purchase
*Free Cheese Pizza Eat-zzas with $90 online purchase
(online only, promo code SEPBONUS)
*Make two purchases of $40 between September and
November, receive a free hanging organizer with $40
purchase in December.
*New customers receive $5 off a $25 order (online only,
promo code NEWFIVE)
*Every ordered placed for the September sale will be
entered in a drawing for a free Market Day cheese pizza. (sponsored by St. John PTF)
Please support our school and purchase Market Day! Order
You may also call in your

Get your foursome together for an afternoon of golf! forms will be on the Narthex table.
Play 18 holes on the Blue course with a cart, followed order to Kollin .
by a cookout. Shotgun start is at 12:30 p.m.
Register Now
Other special events for golfers include: Closest to the Pin and
Longest Drive for men and women.

Crazy K 2013

Saturday September 21st
Champaign County Fairgrounds

Not a golfer? Join us for the cookout and Live/Silent Auction
at 5:00 p.m.
***Do you want to advertise your business or just want to see
your name in big letters? Consider sponsoring a hole--a special
marker will be posted with your name or your business name.
Proceeds from this event will be used for technology, the PTF
annual budget, and upgrading/replacing desks and chairs in
the classrooms at St. John Lutheran School.

If you have any questions or would like to
register please contact Suzanne .
Foursome - $250 (meal included)
Individual Golfer- $65 (meal included)
Cookout Only - $10 per person
Hole Sponsor - $100

Participants will race over, through, around, and under 5
kilometers of various obstacles and challenges at the fairgrounds. Many obstacles include water and/or mud. Registration is open now at www.carxcrazyk.com. Run as an
individual or get your friends together for a team.. There's
a shorter race for younger kids. Tag St. John Lutheran
School when you register and 100% of the registration
fees go toward St. John PTF. Volunteers are also needed.

Back to School
Picnic/Open House
Friday, Sept. 6th from 5:30-7:00
All St. John school and church families are invited to attend the Back to School Picnic and Open House. The picnic will be held in the west parking lot, weather permitting. Come and celebrate the start of the new school year
and join in fellowship with the teachers, staff, and other

Box Tops for Education
CUBS VS. CARDINALS
Clip Box Tops from General Mills products and bring them to the
school or church office to participate in this contest. St. John School
receives 10 cents for each Box Top collected.

September Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

Hannah, Chris, Danielle, Terry, Melissa
Jean, Dean, Vicki, Jaime, Judy
Rachael, Carol
Jake
Susan, Jim
Stephanie
Armen, John, Craig, Terry, Rebekah, Leona
Esther, LuAnn, Norm, Stuart, Alexander, Keith
Delaney, Matt, Lori
Marissa, Joan
Rachel, Dan, Donna, Phyllis
Rochelle, Karen, Stephen
Barbara, Benjamin, LaMae, Zakary
Mimi, Sarah, Christina, Robert
Terry Cole, Tim Loftus, Damyan Shepherd, Doug
Wyatt
Sierra Toney
Christy Rivers, Norma Smith, Peggy Wyatt
Gavin Ericson, Beth Martin, Warren Lane
Amanda Thomas, Annette LaBrecque, Jordan Nelson,

September Anniversaries
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9
11
14
15
16
18
19
20
21
22
24
25
28
29

Elton & Lea (34); Brandon & Jennifer (6)
Kevin & Cissy (34)
Mike & Karen (13)
Ken & Karen (31); Keith & Judith (37)
Jeremy & Lana (4)
Dean & Karla (27)
Chris & Tamara (17); Kwame & Amanda (5)
John & Linda (39)
Steve & Peggy (31); Terry & Robin (31)
Jim & Stephanie (11); Walter & Anita (45)
Shane & Sara (12); John & Kathy (29)
Bud & Barb (60)
George & Karen (37); Steve & Susie (43)
Bob & Joan (59); Stephen & Donna (21)
Kyle & Edna (27)
Chris & Linda (28)
Jeffrey & Jessica (6)
Mark & Diane (19)
Doug & Janet (31); Mark & Letha (32)
John & Jenny (17)
Tryston & Stephanie (1)

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Lyle
Kyleigh
Elmer, Todd, Adam, Jim, Jack ,
Sara, Keith
Theresa, Alice, David
Blake, Cindy, Lilyana
David, Kevin
Kim, Paul, Jessica, Jeremy
John, Ron
Nadia, Haleigh, Helen

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if
your birthday or anniversary is missing or
incorrect. Unfortunately, we don’t have
100% of our members’ birthdays &
anniversaries on file.
Please help us
complete our records by notifying us of any
corrections or omissions. Thank you!

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR
AUGUST
Sundays
Aug 4
Aug 11
Aug 18
Aug 25

8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm
223
213
187
216

Wednesdays 7:15
Aug 7
Aug 14
Aug 21
Aug 28

35
29
38
33

160
152
142
167

Comm
27
12
26
23

193
182
220
138

139
140
160
116

September 2013
Sun
1
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Mon
2

Labor Day

Church and School
closed

Tue

Wed

Thu

3

4

5

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

8:08 Chapel
10:30 Touching Hearts
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Widow’s Group 5:30 Back to School
6:00 Men’s Choir
Picnic/Open
6:45 Mixed Choir
House

8

9

10

11

12

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
2:00 LYF

6:00 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

8:08 Chapel
10:30 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:30 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
8:30 Lifelight
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Instrumentalists

15

16

17

18

19

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

9:00 MOPS
6:30 LWML

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:08 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

8:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

22

23

24

25

26

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

9:00 MOPS

10:30 Adult Bible Class
1:00 1st & 2nd Grade
Reading Buddies
3:45 Evangelism
6:00 Parish Ed
6:30 PTF
7:30 Youth Board

8:08 Chapel
3:00 Market Day Sale
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

8:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Instrumentalists

Ram Rebate
orders due

Ram Rebate
orders due
Newsletter Deadline

29
8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

30

Fri

Pastor Elliott’s
day off:
Mondays
Pastor Caithamer’s
day off:
Fridays

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

Devotions & Hymnsing at Amber Glen
on the 8th & 22nd at
2:30

6

Sat
7

13

14
Ram Rebate
pick up

20

8:00 Handymen
12:30 PTF Golf
Fundraiser &
Auction

21
Market Day
orders due

27

28
Ram Rebate
pick up

