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Theological Readers Group
With so many great theological books on the market
these days, and with so many of you desiring to delve deeper into biblical topics than time ordinarily permits in most
adult Bible studies, I think it’s time we start a theological
readers group.

to participate, an anonymous donor will pay for your copy.
You will be able to pick all future books up at church on the
first Sunday, of the month or you are welcome to order
yourself a copy online from Concordia Publishing House or
Amazon.

The plan is to read either an entire theological book or a
few select theological essays every month and then come
together to discuss them. In the newsletter each month, I
will let you know what we will be reading. I will also give
you a short introduction to the main topic discussed in the
book, and a list of questions to consider while reading the
chosen book or essays.

Our first book, “The Defense Never Rests” is written by a
lawyer, Craig Parton, and describes his spiritual pilgrimage
from Evangelicalism to Lutheranism, and shows how the rest
of Christianity urgently needs the centrality of the Gospel of
Jesus Christ that Lutheranism rests upon. Parton explains
his family’s first encounter with the historic liturgy and how
they came to appreciate the liturgy after having come from
a non-liturgical background. As a lawyer, Parton presents a
powerful argument for how we should “contend for the
faith” (Jude 3) through Christian apologetics. This book is a
fairly easy read, and is well worth your time.

Then towards the end of the same month we will come
together to discuss the theological implications of the book,
to explain obscure parts that you may have had trouble understanding, and to listen to your positive contribution to
the theological conversation.
Though we will all be reading the same material, both a
morning and an afternoon/evening option will be made
available so that hopefully you can make either one or the
other as your schedule permits. [You may also switch back
and forth on certain weeks when a certain time is more convenient.] Selection of the dates and times for these AM and
PM meetings will be chosen to accommodate the most people possible. These dates and times will be decided at our
initial organizational meetings held at church in the Fellowship Hall on Saturday, October 4th from 9:00am until
10:00am. And for those who cannot attend this offering, we
will have another identical organizational meeting on Sunday, October 5th in the Fellowship Hall from 4:00pm until
5:00pm. If you wish to attend yet cannot make either of
these meetings, you are encouraged to send me your preferences for your most convenient days and times to meet.
At both the Saturday morning and Sunday afternoon
meetings we will hand out the first book entitled, “The Defense Never Rests”. If you are able to afford the cost of the
book, we ask that you write a check to the church at that
time you receive your book to cover the cost, and to write
“theological readers group” in the memo line. The cost is
$13.50. If you’re unable to afford the book, but would like

Though I have a tremendous list of potential books and
essays for us to read in the months following, your own suggestions for books will be taken into consideration. Having
others who have read the same book that you have read
each month will hopefully give you new insights from our
discussions, hold you accountable for finishing books in a
timely manner, and provide you with extra incentive for
reading good theology. Another benefit is that this theological readers group will greatly increase your theological library, which you can then share with family and friends. For
sound theology is not just for pastors, but for all Christians.
Please make every attempt to join your brothers and
your sisters in Christ for this new theological readers group.
Whether you are new to the Christian faith, or already well
versed in Scripture, of all us can benefit from reading good
theological books and essays. Please contact me, Pastor
Mark Elliott, by phone or by email to let me know which of
the two sessions you will be attending, and what day and
time works best for you to meet every month.
Looking forward to growing together in the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ,
Pastor Mark Elliott

Understanding Israel
Part 1: Defining Terms
It can be very confusing for a Christian today hearing
about all of the conflict going on in the country of Israel.
Many Christians have been influenced by "end-of-theworld" teaching and have believed that the country of
Israel being its own sovereign nation would usher in the
"end." The country of Israel became that nation in 1948,
and we are still here.
Still today, many Christians believe that the country of
Israel has a role to play in the forthcoming of Christ's return. Or, at the very least, that the country of Israel deserves a special place in the heart of all Christians and
should be supported by all who cling to Jesus Christ. Is it
true that the country of Israel has a part in the Last Day? Is
it true that all Christians should elevate the country of Israel in their hearts above all other countries? What does the
Bible say about Israel? Are the Israel of the Bible and the
Israel of today the same? I hope to answer these questions
(and maybe a few others), briefly, in this and next month's
article, allowing for a more in-depth Bible study on this
topic in the near future.
Israel
Before going too far, it will be helpful to identify some key
terms that many view as interchangeable, but are not quite
the case. When we talk about Israel, we need to realize the
different ways this word is used. It is first used as the new
name for the younger son of Isaac, Esau's twin, Jacob.
After wrestling with the angel and demanding to know his
name, Jacob receives from God a new name: "Your name
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have
striven with God and with men, and have prevailed" (Genesis 32:28). Jacob/Israel had twelve sons who
later become known as the twelve tribes of Israel. Following the exodus from Egypt, the descendants of Jacob
entered the Promised Land and possessed it. The land is
named Israel. An Israelite is one from the Old Testament
or New Testament who is from the nation of Israel. Today,
however, people from the country of Israel are called
Israelis.
Hebrew
The term "Hebrew" is a fair synonym with the Old
Testament "Israelite." Hebrew is an ethnic term that describes a race of people, most commonly descended from
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Jew
Perhaps the most conflicted term is "Jew." Many
Christians use this word interchangeably with Israelite.
Along with that thought, many Christians think of any I
nhabitant of Israel when they hear the word "Jew."

However, Jew is an English translation from the Greek
word for Judah. Jews, by original definition, then, are
descendants of Judah, who is only one of the twelve sons
of Israel. So, perhaps a clear way to understand this is to
remember that all Jews are Israelites in the Old Testament,
but not all Old Testament Israelites are Jews. Descendants
of the other eleven tribes would not be called Jews because
they did not descend from Judah.
Ethnic versus Religious
Confusing things all the more is that there are religious
aspects to being a Jew and cultural aspects to being a Jew.
The two do not always go hand in hand. As a result, St.
Paul can say that he is a faithful Jew, part of the
circumcision, even though he states that he is a descendent
of the tribe of Benjamin (Romans 11:1). While he is not a
blood-descendant of Judah, he is considered a Jew, as were
many others in the nation of Israel at that time.
Judaism
And what is also helpful to understand is that modern day
Judaism and even Judaism in the time of Christ is not the
same religion as that practiced by the Hebrews/Israelites in
the Old Testament. The true religion of Israel is always
rooted in the promise of the Messiah who will restore Israel
as a people once more (Genesis 3:15; Exodus 12; Isaiah 53).
Judaism is a deviation from that older religion as attention
shifted away from a Messiah who could save the Jews to
their own prayers and actions that could save them. The
Pharisees were a prominent sect of this thought in Jesus' day
as they taught that in order to gain and keep God's favor, the
Jews needed to divorce themselves from the Gentiles and
return to the strict keeping of the Law they felt was essential
to being the people of God in the time of David.
Having now defined these important terms, in next month's
article, I will attempt to show the Bible's understanding of
the people of God, especially as understood and taught by
St. Paul. I hope that this serves to provide a bit of clarity in
the midst of our modern world that is inundated with events
surrounding the nation of Israel and the people known as
Jews. And the questions posed above will be answered,
hopefully providing even better understanding and granting
the reader a helpful way to view themselves and the world
in this time following Christ's ascension and awaiting his
return.
To him be all glory and honor!
Pastor Caithamer

The Way, The Truth, and the Life Class
Adult Catechesis
In the early church, new converts, were called “catechumens” because they were “catechized” (or, instructed)
in the teachings of Christ. Catechesis involved being initiated into every aspect of Christian faith and life prior to being
baptized or receiving the Lord’s Supper. And so, “adult catechesis” is a more ancient name for what is often referred to
as a “new member class” or “adult instruction” for those interested in joining the congregation.
In the past adult catechesis within our congregation has gone by many other names. At one time we called
adult catechesis “Didache” here at St. John’s. More recently, I catechized adults under the title, “It’s All About Jesus.”
And most recently I’ve called adult catechesis “Lutheranism 101” based upon a book that we’ve been using for this
class. This Fall I am again offering a new class for those who want to be initiated into the Christian faith, or to be
strengthened in their faith by a renewed walk with Jesus.
This time I’ve selected a name for our adult catechesis class based upon something Jesus once said about Himself. When Jesus spoke to His disciples about His impending departure (by His death on the cross) they became fearful
saying, “Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus’ response was something
like, “You do know because you know and trust in Me. I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through Me” John 14:6.
And so I chose this name “the Way, the Truth, and the Life” because all Christian Catechesis easily divides into
these 3 categories. For first catechesis involves teaching those new to the faith how and why Jesus is the “only way” to
heaven. Second, the Lord instructs His church to teach (catechize) those new to the faith by teaching everything that
Jesus teaches us in His Word. Because His Word is “the truth”. And third, catechesis shapes how Christians live out the
rest of their lives. For, “the life” that Christ calls Christians to live, is remarkably different than the life that we once
lived.
You can begin learning about the way to heaven, the truth about God revealing Himself to us through His Son,
and about God’s promised new life in Christ beginning Sunday, September 14th. This class will continue to meet every
Sunday morning until just before Easter. This way, those of you who become new members can celebrate the day of
the resurrection of our Lord in a special way as part of the family of God here at St. John’s.
The class meets during the Sunday School hour from 9:30am until 10:30am. This time was chosen intentionally
so that if you have children you can send them to be catechized as well by enrolling them in Sunday School. The other
reason that we meet on Sunday mornings before the late service or after the early service is to make it convenient for
you to get into the very good and godly habit of attending church each and every Sunday.
People who don’t go to church like to say that you can be a Christian without going to church. This is not the
rule of faith but the exception to the rule. In truth, God chose His Church as the place where Christ comes to us
through His proclaimed Word and Sacraments. The divine service is the place where we encounter Christ and where
we weekly receive God’s free gift of forgiveness, life, and salvation. Once you realize this, going to church stops being
an obligation and instead becomes a cherished opportunity to fellowship with God our Father, and with His Son, Jesus
Christ.

Looking forward to growing in God’s grace together,

Pastor Mark Elliott

Let Us Pray
Following Surgery: Mary
Hospitalized: Ellie
Healing and Recovery: Christ, Dorothy, Leona, Merv, Walt , Mar, Connie, Laverna -mother of Don, Roger -father of Jay
For Successful Treatment: Maxine, Nancy, Jeff -father of Norman & Kathe daughter-in-law
Thanksgiving for birth of newborn daughter: We give thanks and rejoice with Derek & Jaime at the birth of Evalyn
Rae, born August 9th.
Military: Ashley, Taylor, Andy, Luke, Jim, Zachary, Brandon, Christopher, Taylor, Suzzanna, Robert, Ben, Allyson, Tom
Missionaries: Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Mary Martha Society will
meet at 1:30 p.m. on Thursday,
September 12. We will be discussing the book "Having a Mary
Heart in a Martha World". Don't
be concerned if you haven't read
the book. Join us anyway.

Our Mini-Bazaar will be held
Saturday, November 1. Our
Christmas luncheon is scheduled
for Wednesday, December
10. All church members are welcome.
All women of the church are welcome
to attend Mary Martha meetings. Mary Martha usually has a
short devotion at each meeting, a
speaker, a short business meeting
and refreshments. Our main objective is to promote fellowship among
the women of the church. Join us for
a meeting any time to find our what
we are all about.

Calling all Jr. and Senior High Youth
Summer break is over and it is time for our
first LYF event. Join us September 14, 2014
from 2:00-4:00 p.m. We will conduct a
scavenger hunt to help stock the food
pantry.
Come One, Come All!!

Mar wishes to thank all for their
expressions of love and
support since her fall and surgery
on July 24th.

Reading Buddies will meet
Tuesday, September 23rd, at
1:00pm.

Save This Date
St. John Lutheran Women Missionary League is
hosting the LWML Champaign Zone Fall Rally, Tuesday, September 16, 2014, at St. John Lutheran Church,
509 South Mattis Avenue, Champaign, Illinois. Coffee
hour is at 8:30am program starts at 9:00am.

Registration is $15.00 lunch included. A Purple registration collection bag is on the hall table with the Mite
Box and registration forms.
The Speaker will be Joel Moritz of the” Comfort Dog
Ministry” Lutheran Church Charities.
The Gifts of the Heart Ingathering is a Diaper Drive
for Courage Connection (Women in Transition) and
Community Elements: Disposable diapers sizes:
Newborn, Small, Medium, Large, Toddler, Pull-ups or
donation for diapers.
All women of St. John Lutheran Church are invited to
attend for Bible Study and fellowship with the Ladies
of the LWML Zone from surrounding communities.
Childcare provided.

LWML- All St. John women please
join us at the LWML meeting, Monday, September 15th, at 6:30pm.
We will have devotions, a meeting,
and make final plans for the LWML
Fall Rally.
Questions call Marlene

Men's Prayer Breakfast
The men of the congregation are invited
the second Thursday of each month to
Original Pancake House for food and
fellowship, and devotion and prayers
led by Pastor Caithamer.
Please join us this month on
Thursday, September 11th, at
7:00am.

LADIES! We are invited to a
Fall Brunch at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church of
Dorans, Illinois. Saturday,
October 11, 2014 at
10:00am. Please see the
bulletin board by the
Fellowship Hall for more
details.

Mission Statement
United in faith, we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are
rooted in the Word, centered on Christ, and motivated by Grace;
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.

Music Notes
Hymn Sings- Thanks to everyone who submitted requests, and to all who sang with such enthusiasm
during our Hymn Sing Sunday Preludes throughout the Summer. We will do this again!
Adult Choirs return! Our singing and ringing ensembles resume their regular rehearsals in the church
balcony the week of September 8 as follows:
Alleluia Ringers
Wednesdays 6:00 – 6:45 pm
Men’s Choir
Thursdays
6:00 – 6:45 pm
Mixed Choir
Thursdays
6:45 – 7:30 pm
N.B. – There will be no rehearsals the week of September 24-25.
There’s always room for more of you in the balcony – no experience or audition necessary. Speak to
Keith any time if you are interested.
Instrumentalists – There are lots of opportunities for musicians at all skill levels to enhance our worship, helping lead the hymns, playing a descant on a choir anthem, playing a Prelude or Postlude, etc. I
have all kinds of wonderful music that I would be happy to share with you if you would like some suggestions.
Upcoming events of note.
On Saturday, September 13, Keith will be taking part in an event called “Pedals, Pipes & Pizza” which is
a program developed to interest young people in the organ. If you know anyone between 10-18 who
might be interested (whether or not they are already playing the piano), please point them in my
direction. The event will span the afternoon and evening, and will conclude with a concert at 7:00 pm
by Springfield organist Mark Gifford on the Mighty Wurlitzer organ at the Virginia Theater, to feature
an accompanied silent movie and other musical treats. All are invited to attend the evening concert!
A few years ago we undertook renovations to the organ that upgraded its control systems and console,
and did the first phase of tonal improvements that enhance the organ’s leadership and accompanimental resources. We still want to undertake the remainder of the project as funds allow in the future.
To that end, we are planning a concert here in our sanctuary on Sunday, October 26 at 7:00 pm
(Reformation Sunday) featuring music for organ and brass. Sal Percopo, the music teacher in our
school, is also the leader of the fine Sycamore Brass Quintet. They will be joining me for a concert of
wonderful selections, many based on Lutheran (and Luther) hymns. All donations collected at the concert will be used to both support the school’s music program and towards the organ improvement project.
Mark your calendars now! If you can help with publicity for this event we would be delighted to provide material for you to distribute.
Soli Deo Gloria
Keith Williams

September Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
19.
20.
21.
22.

Pam , Hannah , Chris , Danielle , Terry , Melissa
Jean, Dean, Vicki, Jaime, Judy
Rachael, Carol
Jake
Susan, Jim
Stephanie
Armen, John, Craig, Terry, Rebekah, Leona
Esther, LuAnn, Norm, Stuart, Alexander, Keith
Delaney, Matt, Lori
Marissa, Joan
Rachel, Dan, Donna, Phyllis
Rochelle, Karen , Stephen
Barbara, Benjamin, Zakary
Mimi, Sarah, Christina
Terry , Tim, Damyan, Doug
Christy, Norma, Peggy
Gavin, Beth, Warren
Amanda, Annette, Jordan, Lyle
Kyleigh

Septmber Anniversaries
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
9
11
14
15
18
19
20
21
22
24
25
28
29

Elton & Lea (35); Brandon & Jennifer (7)
Kevin & Cissy (35)
Mike & Karen (14)
Ken & Karen (32); Keith & Judith (38)
Jeremy & Lana (5)
Dean & Karla Hagan (28)
Chris & Tamara (18); Kwame & Amanda (6)
John & Linda (40)
Terry & Robin (32)
Jim & Stephanie (12); Walter & Anita (46)
Shane & Sara (13); John & Kathy (30)
George & Karen (38); Steve & Susie (44)
Bob & Joan (60); Stephen & Donna (22)
Kyle & Edna (28)
Chris & Linda (29)
Jeffrey & Jessica (7)
Mark & Diane (20)
Mark & Letha (33)
John & Jenny (18)
Tryston & Stephanie (2)

23.
24.
25
26
27
28
29
30

Elmer, Todd, Adam, Jim, Jack, Kiley
Sara, Keith
Theresa, Alice, David
Blake , Cindy, Lilyana
David, Kevin
Kim, Paul, Jessica, Jeremy
John , Ron
Nadia, Haleigh, Helen

PLEASE notify the church office if your
birthday or anniversary is missing or
incorrect. Unfortunately, we don’t have
100% of our members’ birthdays &
anniversaries on file.
Please help us
complete our records by notifying us of any
corrections or omissions. Thank you!

ATTENDANCE
FIGURES
FOR
AUGUST
Sundays
Aug 3
Aug 10
Aug 17
Aug 24
Aug 31

8:00 Comm
181
166
200
193

137
136
158
160

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm
Aug 6
Aug 13
Aug 20

22
35
35

12
28

10:45 Comm
137
162
177
178

114
123
117
111

September 2014
Sun
Devotions & Hymn-sing
at Amber Glen on the
14th & 28th

Mon
1 Labor Day
Church and School
closed

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

2

3

4

5

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:30 School Board
6:30 Fellowship Board
7:00 Trustees

8:08 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

12:30 Widow’s Group 5:30 Back to School
Picnic

7 New Member Sunday

8

9

10

11

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 New Member
Brunch, Adult
Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

8:00 Grandfriend’s
Breakfast
9:00 Chapel
6:00 Finance

6:00 Elders

8:08 Chapel
10:30 Adult Bible Class
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast
1:30 Mary Martha
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

14

15

16 LWML Fall Rally

17

18

19

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
2:00 Youth Group

9:00 MOPS
6:30 LWML

10:30 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:08 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

8:30 Lifelight
6:00 Men’s Choir
6:30 Lifelight
6:45 Mixed Choir

Ram Rebate pickup

21

22

23

24

25

26

10:30 Adult Bible Class
1:00 Reading Buddies
3:45 Evangelism
6:00 See Me at School
Night
6:30 Parish Ed
7:00 PTF

8:08 Chapel
3:00 Market Day Sale
5:45 Midweek School
5:45 Lifelight
7:15 Holy Communion

8:30 Lifelight
6:30 Lifelight

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

Market Day orders due

Newsletter Deadline

28

29

30

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
New Member Class
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

9:00 MOPS

10:30 Adult Bible Class

6

Ram Rebate pickup

Ram Rebate orders due

Ram Rebate orders due

Sat

Church Office
359-1123
School Office
359-1714

Pastor Elliott’s day off:
Mondays
Pastor Caithamer’s day
off:
Fridays

12

13
8:00 Handymen

20

27
12:30 PTF Golf
Outing

