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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord, 
 

You have heard these familiar words before:  “Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might.  Put on the 
whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil” (Ephesians 6:10–11).  What 
comes to your mind when you hear these words?  What images pop up as these words take shape within your think-
ing? 
 

Armor of God Popularity 
What typically pops to mind when the “armor of God” is mentioned is the warrior of old clothed in armor.  Enter 
“armor of God” in your favorite search engine, click the “images” tab, and you will find a plethora of depictions of 
this armor.  This imagery is perhaps one of the most famous from the Bible, as it has inspired a multitude of songs, 
poems, and artwork.  You may be familiar with this imagery showing up in this popular hymn:  
 

LSB 660 Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 
3.  Stand up, stand up for Jesus; Stand in His strength alone. 
The arm of flesh will fail you, Ye dare not trust your own. 
Put on the Gospel armor; Each piece put on with prayer. 
Where duty calls or danger, be never wanting there. 
 

The armor of God imagery often serves as a rallying cry of sorts against the evil forces of this world.  Putting on the 
armor of God then becomes something we are called into action to do.  This assumes, however, that we are not al-
ready clothed with that armor, or that we can do this “putting on of armor” ourselves. 
 

Gospel Interpretation 
It is important to note when St. Paul writes in Ephesians 6:10–11, “Be strong in the Lord…Put on the whole armor 
of God,” that he is speaking to a strong, Christian audience in the Asia Minor city of Ephesus.  What is often lost in 
translation from the original Greek to the English is the use of the verbs in these verses.  In verse 10, the Greek 
word usually translated as “Be strong” is in the passive voice.  That means a more accurate translation of the word 
would be “Be strengthened.”  While not having the passive voice, but the middle voice instead, the Greek verb in 
verse 11 most often translated as “Put on” could also be translated as passive, “Let yourselves be clothed” with the 
full armor of God.  Considering the context of Paul’s entire letter to the Ephesian Christians, “put on” should be 
translated as “let yourselves be clothed with.” 
 

What is the difference and what does it matter?  The difference is in who is doing the action.  And it matters be-
cause of the qualities of the one doing the action.  If you and I are the ones putting on the armor, then our efforts are 
dubious at best.  What if we do not put the belt on properly, that is, we do not understand the truth as best we 
should?  What if we fail to buckle the helmet of salvation on tightly enough and it falls off in the midst of the battle 
and we fall away from the faith?  If our fight against “the schemes of the devil,” even our own efforts to “put on the 
armor of God,” are dependent on us, then the fight will be over before we know it! 
 

Instead, using the passive voices to understand these verbs—“Be strengthened…Let yourselves be clothed”—gives 
to us a different actor or subject of the verb.  And in the greater context of the book of Ephesians, that actor is Jesus 
himself!  Also, the inclusion of the phrase in verse 10, “in the Lord,” connects with other uses of the phrase 
throughout the book, including its first use in Ephesians 1:3: “who has blessed us in Christ.”  That phrase, in Christ, 
is used all throughout the New Testament, many times by Paul, with an important one in Galatians 3:26–27: “For in 
Christ Jesus you are all sons of God, through faith.  For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on 
Christ.” 
 

Therefore, in Holy Baptism you are clothed with Christ Jesus.  He is put on you, his robes of righteousness cover-
ing you.  Being strengthened in the Lord and putting on the whole armor of God are best understood, then, in the 
light of Baptism.  With that understanding, knowing how we are now clothed, the armor of God is re-
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For Peace and Comfort: Eunice at the death of sister Nancy , Elton and family at the death of mother-in-law Marilyn , 
Jim & Dot and family at the death of son Thomas , the family of Tom at his death August 20, Beth and family at the 
death of mother Rosemary  
 

Following Surgery:  Diann  
 

For Healing and Recovery:  Esther , Michael -son of Karen , Pat , Joe ,Jim, Norm, Jan, Judy,  Cindy -daughter in law of Bob & 
Joan, Judy-sister of Larry, Dan-brother of Bonnie , Bill Montgomery-son in law of Dave & Donna,  Lois, Ellie, Bruce, Rachel-niece of 
Judy, Cathy-sister of Millie, Dale-brother in law of Ellie , Rachel-niece of Judy, Stephen -son of Ken, Merv, John, Todd-grandson of 
Harold, Tom  
 

For Successful Treatments:  Todd-husband of Kim, Dan -father of Beth , Philip-son of Starley, Jeanette, Joan, Nancy , Maxine  
 

For Strength, Hope, and Peace:  Ed, Anna -mother of Bill  
 

For our Military:  Nick, Zachary, Mitchell, Taylor, Andy, Brandon, Heath, Suzzanna, Ben, Allyson  
 

For our Missionaries:  Pastor Randrianasolo Dembiniana Havanjanakary and the Madagascar Lutheran  
Seminary, Pastor Magnus Bengston and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, 
Jamaica 

Let Us Pray 

vealed as Christ Jesus himself.  The Lord Jesus is your armor against all of the attacks of the devil, all of his 
schemes.  Being strong in the Lord is not something you do, it is something Christ does for you, in Holy Baptism.  
This comes out clearly in Christ’s word to Paul in 2 Corinthians 12: “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness.”  To which Paul poignantly responds: “For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.” 
 

Our School’s Theme 
Our school has chosen Ephesians 6:10–11 as its theme for this school year.  What a great opportunity we will have, 
all year long, to teach this great truth of Christ’s amazing grace for us.  The whole armor of God is upon you by 
Christ’s own doing.  And it is truly God’s armor: truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation, and the Spirit.  How 
can the devil possibly succeed against this armor of God?  Christ’s baptismal grace is a covering that cannot be 
shredded or defeated.  What comfort and joy come from this powerful truth, that we have been clothed with Christ, 
and we wear God’s armor in this life, even with all the world and the devil raging against us.  God cannot be de-
feated, and you with his armor, with your baptismal grace, cannot be defeated either! 
 

Lastly, the image comes to mind of the young man David who steps forward to fight the giant Goliath.  In his 
earthly wisdom, King Saul demands that David wear the king’s own armor.  Yet, this earthly armor does not fit the 
shepherd boy, and so is useless in the fight.  Instead, David goes out, clothed in the righteousness of God, trusting 
in him alone for the victory.  And even the giant Goliath, in all of his might and armor, stands no chance against the 
power of God.  So it is for you and me, clothed in the armor of Christ, that the devil cannot prevail against us.  By 
his death and resurrection, Jesus Christ has won the victory.  How great is the armor of God with which we are 
clothed through the grace of God in Christ Jesus our Lord! 
 

In thankfulness to God for his armor, our Lord Jesus Christ, and for giving that victory to you, his dear people, 
 

Pastor Caithamer 



Men's Prayer Breakfast 
The men of the congregation are invited the second 
Thursday of each month to Original 
Pancake House for food, fellowship,  
devotion and prayers led by Pastor 
Caithamer.  Please join us this month on 
Thursday, September 13th, at 7:00am. 

FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT – Families with children of all ages are invited to join us on Friday, September 7, 

for  Faith & Family Night. We’ll meet in the fellowship hall and have dinner together, do a family-based devotion that 
can be taken and replicated in your own family devotions at home, and of course, have playtime for the kids.  The 
times are 5:30-7:00pm, but feel free to come late or leave early if necessary. Sign-up sheets will be available by the 
fellowship hall or you can e-mail Cindy We hope to see you there!  

Fellowship Board will meet Tuesday, September 

4th, at 6:00pm. 

E.A.T. Night  
The September E.A.T. night will 

be at Portillo’s on N. Prospect Ave. on Monday,  

September 10, 4-8pm!  Portillo’s is giving back 20% of 

our purchases, so we have a great chance to raise 

some money, dine on great food, and enjoy wonderful 

fellowship with our brothers and sisters in Christ!   

See you there!!! 

8
Th

 Grade Class Trip 

The 8
th
 grade will be traveling to  

Gettysburg and Washington, DC Sept. 23-
28.  Mrs. Block, Mrs. Stephens and Mr. 
Stephens will be chaperoning.  Please 

keep them in your prayers. 

LIFELIGHT is back! Join us for Romans, Part 1, a 9-

week Bible study.  You can join us Wednesday eve-
nings at 5:45, Thursday mornings at 9:00, or Thursday 
evenings at 6:30. Classes start September 19-20. Look 
for our table in the overflow to sign up or contact 
Neil , Matt or Eunice. 

The LWML CID Champaign Zone Rally 
“For We are His Workmanship Created in Christ Jesus” 
is Wednesday, September 19, 2019, at Grace  
Lutheran Church in Paris, IL. Registration and Coffee 
at 9:30am then the opening at 9:30am.  Registration 
fee is $12.00, lunch choices are Italian Beef Sandwich 
or Chicken Salad Croissant with Pasta Salad, Fresh 
Fruit, Chips, “Robert Redford” Pudding, and Drinks 
(Coffee, Ice Tea, Lemonade, Water). The Ingathering 
is nonperishable items or cash donations for the 
“Edgar County Compassionate Food Ministry”. 
 

Linda is attending and will drive and carpool. She is 
willing to send in the society form for St. John LWML if 
you let Linda know you are attending.  You may also 
send in the separate emailed forms if you wish. Please 
let Linda know if you are attending by September 1, 
before 11:00am so the forms are in the mail to reach 
Grace Lutheran by Wednesday  
September 5, 2018 for their planning including lunch 
(choices Chicken Salad Croissants or Italian Beef 
Sandwich). 
 

Come share in fun and fellowship with other LWML  
Societies.  LWML Fall Rallies are uplifting with the  
Bible Study, Devotions, Speakers and Fellowship with 
sister LWML members. 

LWML is collecting School Supplies for  
Lutheran World Relief.  

 

Please place the LWR School Kit items in the bag 
from the coatroom and return to the box in the  
coatroom. School supplies are on sale now a great 
time to purchase for the school kits. Please return 
school supplies before October 22, 2018 (packing 
date). 
 
The following items in each LWR School Kit:  
 4 - 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled 

paper approximately 8” X 10½”; no loose-leaf pa-
per  

 1 - 30-centimeter ruler, or a ruler with centimeters 
on one side and inches on the other  

 1 - pencil sharpener  
 1 - blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded 

steel blades work well)  
 5 - unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers; secure 

together with a rubber band  
 5 - black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink); secure 

together with a rubber band  
 1 - box of 16 or 24 crayons  
 1 - 2½” eraser  
 

Do not add other items or leave 
out any of the items listed 



Ram Rebate Gift Cards 
Purchase gift cards for hundreds of stores and restaurants 
through Ram Rebate and a percentage will go towards 
your tuition or a school or church account of your choice.  
Stop by the school office or visit 
www.shopwithscrip.com or www.myscriptwallet.com for 
details.  In Stock cards are available during school office 
hours. 

September Order Dates: 
Orders Due: Monday Sept. 10 and Sept. 24 

Pick-up on Friday of the week 
 

*All the dates for the year are on the  
   calendar on the school’s website:  
            www.stjohnls.com. 

The Mothers of Preschools organization (MOPS) 
meets at St. John's twice a month. At this time, we 
have 20 moms signed up to attend.  I am a mentor 
mom for MOPS.  They are looking for two or three 
additional mentor moms for this group.  They meet 
on Mondays from 9:00-11:00 a.m. usually twice a 
month in the Fellowship Hall.  If you are interested, 
please contact me (Joyce) or the church office. 

FIRST SEMESTER 
CHAPEL OFFERINGS 
CENTRAL ILLINOIS 

Chapel offerings will go toward 
the CID Campus Ministries. We believe it is very im-
portant to provide  
spiritual care for students in college. All universities and 
colleges in our Central Illinois District have a volunteer 
contact campus pastor from a nearby LCMS  
congregation.  Four state universities (UI, ISU, EIU, & 
WIU) have a special facility and a full-time campus  
ministry for our students and others (including inter-
national students). These campus ministries provide  
important spiritual care at a very important time in the life 
of our young people.  Many of our St. John Alumni are 
active in campus ministries. 
 

Chapel Offering for the 1st Wednesday of each month will 
be food items for the St. John Food Pantry. 

 
 

St. John Lutheran School could receive up to 
$5000.00!   

Registration forms can be found on the Narthex 
table and in the school office.  Return the form to 

County Market or the school office.  Scan your Max 
card at every visit to increase our reward.   

*All Max Cards need to be registered every year. 

New Member Class/Adult Instruction Class…is starting on Sunday,  

September 9 in the Fellowship Hall.  If you are interested in joining St. John Lutheran 
Church or have recently transferred in, if you know of anybody who is interested in join-
ing, or if you would like to refresh your own Lutheran catechesis, than this class is for 
you!  There is no obligation and no risk; just come and enjoy!  Pastor Caithamer will 
teach this class on Sunday afternoons from 1:00pm to 2:30pm through November 18.  If 
you have any questions, please let pastor know. 

RUNNING OF THE RAMS 
Are you faster than a Ram? Join us on Saturday, Sep-
tember 8, 2018 at 8AM for this run/walk 5K followed 
by a FREE family fun fair featuring Johnny the Ram, 
inflatable obstacle course, and Blow It Up balloon ani-
mals! Awards will be given to top male and female 
race finishers in each age category with special 
awards for participants who beat a Ram. 
 
NEW THIS YEAR: Each class is raising funds for the 
opportunity to throw a pie in the face of our Principal, 
Mr. Gabbert, and Pastor, Rev. Caithamer. All students 
in any class that raises $100 (Principal) and/or $250 
(Pastor) will be entered into a drawing for the chance 
to do the “pieing” immediately following the 5K. All 
race proceeds benefit St. John Lutheran School.  
 
Cost for the event is $15. Register online for the 5K 
(https://tinyurl.com/stjl5k2018.) or donate to the pie 
fund (https://tinyurl.com/stjlrams) - make sure to 
note the grade level in the message section. Forms 
will be available outside the school office and can be 
submitted to the school office beginning August 13th. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
https://tinyurl.com/stjl5k2018
https://tinyurl.com/stjlrams


The Annual St. John Lutheran 
Box Top Baseball Contest is Back!!! 
Bring in Box Tops to help your favorite baseball team score 

“runs” in the game! Gather up all those Box Tops you’ve  
collected and place them in either the Cubs or Cardinals Box 

Top container in the school office. 

First Inning Results 
   38                         53 

 
 

Be sure to check the weekly email for Inning Updates. 

 

 

XC Meets 
Saturday Sept. 1 @ Trinity Early Bird Meet 
Wednesday Sept. 5 @ Jefferson MS Meet 

Saturday Sept. 15 – Fun Run 
Tuesday Sept. 18 @ Urbana Tigers Meet 

Friday Sept. 21 @ St. Joe Invite 
Saturday Sept. 29 @ Decatur Festival 

 
Girls Basketball Game 

Thursday Sept. 13 HOME vs. St. Thomas, Philo 
Thursday Sept. 20 HOME vs. Next Generation 

St. John PTF News 
Our Next meeting is Wednesday, Sept. 26 at 3:30 in the  Teacher’s Lounge.  Child care will be 
available.  Please RSVP by Tuesday, Sept. 25 for childcare reservations by contacting the school 
office. 

 

Anyone interested in PTF is encouraged to come.  If you can’t make the meeting please contact 
Liz, or the school office if you interested in PTF. 
 

Prairie Gardens Gift Cards are still available for your fall planting, crafts or decorating.  
Gift cards may be used on any purchase at Prairie Gardens.  The cards do not expire and 
will carry a balance if you spend less than $10.  The money earned from this fundraiser 
goes towards items that the teachers or school need to purchase, family fun events through-
out the school year, and special requests from the teachers for classroom items.  Gift cards 

are available now in the school office! 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCPSur6GdtccCFYUKkgod9bIE7Q&url=http://toky.com/blog/2014/10/15/birds-on-a-bat-evolution-cardinals-logo/&ei=cYHUVbSyNYWVyAT15ZLoDg&bvm=bv.99804247,d.aWw&psig
https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago_Cubs
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLKyuZKdtccCFYwQkgod-gwB8w&url=http://www.sldc.net/box-tops-education-sldc/&ei=UoHUVbLBI4yhyAT6mYSYDw&bvm=bv.99804247,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNFhDWoJz3HSLmT7zbbHKmw


Mission Statement:   
United in faith,  we serve the Kingdom of God by building lives that are  

rooted in the Word,  centered on Christ,  and motivated by Grace;   
to reflect Christ’s love and share His Gospel with all.  

 

      Music Notes      
 

 

Adult Choirs return! 
 

It’s time to sing and ring again! Our Adult choir will resume rehearsals the week of 
September 4.  As of now, our schedule will remain the same as before- 
 Alleluia Ringers (Handbells) Wednesdays 6:00 – 7:00 pm 
 Men’s Choir   Thursdays  6:00 – 6:45 pm 
 Mixed Choir   Thursdays 6:45 – 7:30 pm 
 
The musical leadership of these three groups is an important and most welcome part 
of our worship here.  We encourage everyone to join with us.  We have fun, enjoy 
each other’s company, and learn about music and the church. There is always room 
for more ringers and singers- come give us a try (or return to the fold)  Come talk to us 
at Coffee Hour on Sunday, September 9, or call or email me any time! 
 
Preliminary performance schedule: 
 
Sunday, September 9 8:00 Alleluia Ringers 
     10:45 Choir 
 

Sunday, September 16 8:00 Lois , violin 
     Lois will be playing Bach’s “Sheep may safely graze” 
    10:45 Day School 4-6 Choir 
 

Sunday, September 23 10:45 Mixed Choir 
 

Sunday, September 30 ? Men’s Choir  
 

Sunday, October 7  8:00 Alleluia Ringers (& 10:45 Prelude) 
 

Sunday, October 14 8:00 Day School K-3 Choir 
 
Soli Deo Gloria!  Keith Williams 



1 Pam, Hannah, Chris, Danielle, Terry, Melissa  
2 Jean, Dean, Vicki, Jaime, Judy  
3 Rachael, Carol  
5 Susan, Jim  
8 Stephanie  
9 Rebekah, John, Haston, Craig, Terry, Leona  
10 Esther, LuAnn, Norm, Stuart, Alexander  
11 Delaney  
12 Marissa, Joanie  
13 Rachel, Dan, Donna, Phyllis  
14 Karen, Rochelle, Karen, Stephen  
15 Barbara, Benjamin, Luke, Zakary  
16 Mimi, Sarah, Christina  
17 Terry, Tim, Damyan, Doug  
18 Fischer  
19 Peggy  
20 Gavin, Beth  
21 Amanda, Annette,  Jordan, Lyle  
22 Kyleigh  

23 Elmer, Todd, Adam, Jim, Jack, Kiley  
24 Preston, Sara, Keith  
25 Theresa, Alice, David  
26 Blake, Cindy, Lilyana 
27 David, Kevin  
28 Jessica, Jeremy  
29 John, Ron  
30 Nadia, Haleigh, Helen  

1 Brandon & Jennifer (11) 
2 Kevin & Cissy (39) 
3 Mike & Karen (18) 
4 Ken & Karen (36); Keith & Judith (42) 
5 Jeremy & Lana (9) 
6 Dean & Karla (32) 
7 Kwame & Amanda (10) 
9 John & Linda (44) 
11 Terry & Robin (36) 
14 Jim & Stephanie (16); Walter & Anita (49) 
15 Shane & Sara (16); John & Kathy (34) 
18 Rick & Rita (36); George & Karen (42); Steve & Susie (48) 
19 Bob & Joan (64); Stephen & Donna (26); Kyle & Andrea (3) 
20 Kyle & Edna (32) 
21 Chris & Linda (33) 
24 Mark & Diane Pelafos (24) 
25 Mark & Letha Morenz (37); Joseph & Marissa Wallace (3)  
29. Tryston & Stephanie (6) 

September Birthdays 

September Anniversaries 

ATTENDANCE  
FIGURES  
FOR  
AUGUST 
 

Sundays 8:00 Comm 10:45 Comm 
 Aug 5 182 163 140 108 
 Aug 12 176 141 101   87 
 Aug 19 177 140 144 125 
 Aug 26 166 120 113   98       

Wednesdays 7:15 Comm 
 Aug 1 41 35 
 Aug 8 35   33 
 Aug 15 20 17      
 Aug 22 17 15 
 Aug 29   

PLEASE notify the church office (359-1123) if 

your birthday or anniversary is missing or 

incorrect.  Unfortunately, we don’t have 

100% of our members’ birthdays & 

anniversaries on file.  Please help us 

complete our records by notifying us of any 

corrections or omissions. Thank you! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

Devotions & Hymn-sing  

at Amber Glen  

on the 9th & 23rd 

 at 2:30pm 

Church Office  
359-1123 

 

School Office  
359-1714 

Pastor Caithamer’s  

day off:  Fridays 

   1 

2 15th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 

3  Labor Day 

 

Church & School closed 

4 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Trustees 
  6:00 Fellowship Board 
  6:30 School Board 

5 
8:05 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

6 
12:30 Widow’s Group 
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  6:45 Mixed Choir 

7 
5:30 Faith & Family 
         Night 

8 
8:00 Running of the  
         Rams 
4:30 Ladage/Stoll  
        Wedding 

9 16th Sunday after Pentecost 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 

10 
Grandparent’s Day 
6:00 Finance Board 
 
E.A.T. NIGHT: 
Portillo’s 4:00-8:00 

11 
6:00 Elders 

 

12 
  8:05 Chapel 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  5:45 Midweek School 
  6:00 Handbells 
  7:15 Holy Communion 

13 
  7:00 Men’s Prayer 
           Breakfast 
10:00 Evangelism 
  1:30 Mary Martha 
  6:00 Men’s Choir 
  6:00 Mixed Choir 

14 15 
4:00 Welch/Duke  
        Wedding 

16 17th Sunday after 

  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 

17 
6:30 LWML 

18 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  1:00 Reading Buddies 
  6:00 Council 

19 
8:05 Chapel 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

20 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

21 
 

Newsletter Deadline 

22 
9:00 LERT Training 

23 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 

24 
9:15 MOPS 

25 
10:00 Adult Bible Class 
  6:00 Parish Ed 
  6:30 Stewardship 
  7:00 Youth Board 

26 
8:05 Chapel 
3:30 PTF Meeting 
5:45 Midweek School 
5:45 Lifelight 
6:00 Handbells 
7:15 Holy Communion 

27 
9:00 Lifelight 
6:00 Men’s Choir 
6:30 Lifelight 
6:45 Mixed Choir 

28 29 

30 
  8:00 Holy Communion 
  9:30 Adult Bible Class, 
          Sunday School 
10:45 Holy Communion 
  1:00 New Member Class 

      

2018 
Be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his 

might.  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be 

able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 

Ephesians 6:10-11  
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