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A Trip to the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter
A Lutheran Pastor’s Perspective

In the 1970s, Australian Ken Ham had a dream to one day build a creation museum. That dream saw its fulfillment in the
United States in 2007. Built on the successes of his program, A nswers in Genesis, Ham was able to build the Creation Museum in Kentucky. One part of that museum was an exhibit on the Flood and Noah’s Ark. Less than ten years following the
opening of the Creation Museum, the Ark Encounter debuted, a full-sized replica of the ark built by Noah, according to a
certain interpretation of the data recorded by Moses in Genesis 6.
On Thursday, August 11 of this year, 38 people from St. John made the journey to visit these two Bible-based attractions,
and as a result, had a very enjoyable time together. For several years, I have found good value and help from Ken Ham’s
website, A nswersinGenesis.org. The contributors to the site provide quality material to answer many questions that arise in
our world today, such as “How old is the earth?” “What happened to the dinosaurs?” and “When does life begin?” And for
many years, I have wanted to travel to the Creation Museum, and also to the Ark Encounter, to enjoy this unique experience.
Overall, I was not disappointed. Below are a series of observations and thoughts I have regarding this excursion.
Integrity and Transparency. When you r ead the account of the Flood in the Bible, it is contained within only four
chapters of material: Genesis 6–9. Moses recounts what is necessary for the story as a whole, omitting many details and
leaving many questions unanswered. The Ark Encounter Museum is open about this from the beginning. They readily
admit that they have taken “artistic license” in filling in many of the gaps. For example, nowhere in the Bible are the
names of Noah’s wife and daughters-in-law ever mentioned. For the sake of interest in storytelling, the Ark Encounter
creates names for these women. Likewise, neither a specific number or even a general number of animals is given for
those who inhabited the ark. Those at the Ark Encounter have evaluated the size of the ark and the number of kinds of
animals we know of today, and have estimated that around 6,000 creatures entered the ark for safety.
Excellent Quality! Much of what we see in Chr istianity today is an attempt to use r esour ces as fr ugally and efficiently as possible. There tends to be a fear among Christians that outsiders and fellow Christians may think it sinful, or
at least unnecessary, to create structures or programs that do not restrain so tightly the use of money and materials (Have
you seen any elaborate cathedrals being built lately?). When you go to the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter, you will
not be underwhelmed by the efforts and quality that have gone into both museums. I left thinking that Christians can be
proud of such places as demonstrative of the sincerity of our beliefs and that our Christian faith certainly stands up to the
tests of time and attacks of culture. No, the walkways are not lined with gold and the cost to enjoy these museums is significant. At these two museums, the old adage is true: “You get what you pay for”, and perhaps even more!
Your Theology Is Showing. As Luther ans, we stand apar t fr om other Chr istians in our emphasis on the grace of
God in Christ given in the Means of Grace: the Word and the Sacraments. Solidly Lutheran Christians are regularly referencing Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, along with our emphasis on justification by grace alone through faith alone.
There are, and most certainly should be, clear times when our Lutheran theology is showing.
The intention of the Creation Museum and Ark Encounter is not to promote any one theological or denominational perspective. The creators and contributors of these museums work hard to present the truths of Scripture from a grace and
Gospel-centered point-of-view. They readily have in mind the work of Christ and him crucified while they are presenting
the stories of the Creation and the Flood.
However, there are two areas where their theological foundation is revealed as influenced by modern, Evangelical
thought. This primarily appears when they leave the readers of their exhibit pieces with a decision to make: Accept Jesus
Christ as Savior and be saved, or reject this Good News and perish. These are certainly the only two realities that exist.
Where we Lutherans depart from such a position is with the idea of any of this being our decision. Much more time could
be spent on this, and is spent on this in Bible classes. But, suffice it to say that we confess Luther’s teaching as true in the
Explanation to the Third Article of the Creed: “I believe that I cannot, by my own reason or strength, believe in Jesus
Christ my Lord or come to him.”
The other area where the Evangelical influence on the theology of those who have given us these museums is seen is
when the Sacraments are mentioned, specifically the Lord’s Supper. Neither Sacrament is mentioned excessively, but
when the Lord’s Supper was briefly discussed, the bread and the wine were expressed as representative of Christ’s body
and blood, not truly being the body and blood of Christ. As such, the Sacrament was described as being “a symbol of the
new covenant.” We believe the simple Word of Christ, as recorded by St. Paul in 1 Corinthians 11, which says, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood.” Christ Jesus truly gives his body and blood in his Supper. The Lord’s Supper is truly
the new covenant and truly the salvation of Christ.

In conclusion, the overall experience was well worth going and was very enjoyable. If you can go slowly and read through
many of the exhibits, you will not be disappointed. If your children or grandchildren accompany you, you will likely move
more quickly through exhibits, but know that there is plenty of fascinating material and artwork to see, along with videos to
watch throughout.
I am looking forward to going back to the museums at some point in the near future as I know there is always more to learn,
and the museums plan to keep updating and expanding their offerings. If you have any questions about the museums, or
about the Creation and/or Flood stories, please let me know! I would love to chat with you about them. Feel free to email
me anytime at revcaithamer@gmail.com.
Rejoicing in the Good News of salvation from sin and death through Jesus Christ our Lord,
Pastor Caithamer

Let Us Pray
For Peace and Comfort: Jan and family at the death of dear
friend Phil ; Nancy and family at the death of husband Tom

For Successful Treatments: Nancy, Dan , Barb , Luke ,
Earl, Linda , Joan , Jeanette , Nancy

For Healing and Recovery: Gary, Herb, Nancy, Karla,
Charlene, Judy, Roger -father of Stephanie, Brian, Larry,
Teresa -godchild of Bob & Joan, Barbara -family friend of
Bob & Joan, John, Hendricks -grandson of Dan & Joanie ,
Maria, Merv , Rebecca - daughter of Marvin & Esther , Roy
J- father of Anne , Todd -grandson of Harold,Brett -cousin of
the Kindts’

For our Military: Adam, Nick, Andy, Brandon,
Zachary, David

Thank you so much for your thoughts, prayers, sympathies,
and memorials at Jim’s death. A special thank you to Pastor
Caithamer for conducting a beautiful Irish tribute at Jim’s
memorial service.—Mimi

For our Missionaries: Pastor Magnus Bengston
and Lielsalaca Lutheran Church in Latvia, Pastor
Obot Ite and the Lutheran Mission in Kingston, Jamaica

Many Thanks to those volunteering to teach Summer Sunday
School: Betty, Adrienne, Deanna, Karen, Don, Dan & Faith ,
Karen, Katie, Pam, Alice, Susan, and Bill . We couldn’t have
done it without you!

LIFELIGHT is back! Join us for 1 and 2 Peter, a 9-week
Bible study on the Apostle Peter’s letters of exhortation
and encouragement. You can join us Wednesday evenings
at 5:45pm, Thursday mornings at 9:00am, or Thursday
evenings at 6:00pm. Classes start September 21st and
22nd. To sign up, look for our table in the overflow or
con-tact Matt, Donna, or Bill .
LWML is again collecting school supplies for the Orphan Grain Train, which it
sends around the world where needed. Supplies requested are: 24-pack crayons,
new pens and #2 pencils, loose-leaf paper and notebooks, spiral notebooks, glue
sticks, construction paper, 12-inch rulers, scissors, washable markers (packages
that contain 8 to 10 markers), and new coloring books. Supplies are donated as
items not in sets, as they are put into kits by Orphan Grain Train. Please place
your donated school items in the LWML box located in the coat room. A list of
items is posted there as well for reference. Thank you for helping here and
around the world! Please contact Donna E., for further information.

Updating the College Board—
The Evangelism Board is in the process of updating
the college board with pictures and college information of our college students. In addition to
the college board we would like to begin praying
for our college students on a rotating basis on Sunday morning. If you would like us to use the picture
we have, just send us an update of their college
information. If you would like an updated photo or
are a new college student, send pictures and information (name, school, year in school, and major)
to Faith . We would like the information by
September 12th. Thank you!

Stewardship—1 Peter 4:10 – “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied grace.” The grace,
the gifts, the blessings – they are all from God. We are to use them as stewards, not as owners. That means we should seek to use them in the way
the Owner wants them used. So, we listen to His Word, pray for His Wisdom, and receive His grace.

September Music Notes
Hymn Sing encore! We had so many requests for hymns for our August Hymn Sing Prelude that we need to do it again! Sunday, September 11 we will have a have hymn sing as the Prelude for both services. Keith has the list of previous favorites but
more requests are welcome, either by filling out the form in the narthex or by email.
Hymn tunes and texts. Sometimes the tune and the text of a hymn are written more or less at the same time. Sometimes the
tune already exists and the hymn writer pens a text with a specific tune in mind. Sometimes a composer discovers a text and it
inspires the tune that we then associate with that text. There are many hymns that can be and are sung to more than one tune,
and our Lutheran Service Book recognizes that some of us may have learned a hymn to one tune, and some of us to another. A
couple examples of this are Away in a Manger, Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates and When I Survey the Wondrous Cross. Sometimes people in various times and places have learned different versions of the same tune, and our LSB provides for that as well,
with A Mighty Fortress Is Our God and O Sacred Head Now Wounded as two instances. Do you have a favorite hymn that you
learned to a different tune than we normally use here? Let Keith know.
Handbells resume and the Alleluia Ringers needs you! Wednesdays at 6:00 pm in the church balcony, starting on September 14.
We hope you will join us, whether you have ever rung before or not. It is fun and all are welcome.
Mixed Choir and Men’s Choir – We are looking forward to getting together again, and more voices are definitely welcome and
needed. We are planning Thursday evening rehearsals, with Men’s Choir at 6:00 pm followed by Mixed Choir at 6:45 pm, starting
Thursday, September 15. Join us!
Instrumentalists - We have a a considerable library of instrumental music, both solo and ensemble repertoire. If you play an instrument, would like to play in church, and need a suggestion of what to play, Keith would be happy to offer some recommendations.
Soli Deo Gloria,
Keith

4th Annual
St. John Arts &
Crafts Fair
Vendor applications
available on the
narthex
table, from the school office, and
on the school website,
www.stjohnls.com.
Contact the school office with
any questions.

E.A.T Night The September E.A.T. Night will be at Portillo's
at 2306 N. Prospect Ave. on Monday, September 12,
from 5-8pm. Portillo's is giving back 20% of our purchases,
so we have a great chance to raise some money for the
school, enjoy delicious food, and enjoy wonderful fellowship with our brothers and
sisters in Christ! Please bring along a Portillo's flyer (available in the narthex or online
at stjohnls.com) and show it when you order. This fundraiser only applies to dine-in,
carry out, or drive thru purchases. It does not include gift card purchases. If you use
the drive thru, please show the flyer at the first window after ordering. Thank you for
your continued support of these events!

CHAPEL OFFERINGS — CAMP CILCA OUTDOOR MINISTRIES
The Central Illinois Lutheran Camp Association (CILCA) sits on 225 acres of woodland and open fields just north of Springfield, Ill., within an easy drive of the popular Lincoln sites in Springfield and historic New Salem. It offers a summer program
of week-long camps and outdoor experiences for students of all ages and abilities;
Outdoor Education programs for area students; and camping of many kinds for individuals, families and groups. Rustic and allweather sleeping cabins, campsites for tents, trailers, RVs and pop-ups, swimming lake with beach, athletic fields, Challenge Course, and indoor
and outdoor chapel spaces are among the camp's features.
Collected offerings will be used to purchase a canoe or kayak and items from their wish list.
Chapel Offering for the 1st Wednesday of each month will be food items for the St. John Food Pantry and Round Barn Food Pantry Program.

Please Note: Beginning September 6th, the Church Office hours will be 9:00am-3:00pm.
LWML Rally – All women of St. John Lutheran Church are invited for Bible Study and fellowship with the women of the LWML CID Champaign Zone from surrounding communities. St. John Lutheran Women Missionary League is hosting the LWML Champaign Zone Fall Rally
(morning only) Wednesday, September 14th, 2022 in the Fellowship Hall. Registration is due September 7 th, 2022. Coffee at 8:30am and Opening
Devotion is at 9:00am. A purple bag is on the narthex table by the Mite Box, along with registration forms. Registration is $7.00. Rev. Rodney
Blomquist will speak on the “CID Prison/Jail Ministry” of the Lutheran Church. Ingathering is diaper sizes 5 & 6, and baby wipes for Crisis
Nurse-ry. Also, an ingathering of 40watt and 60watt lightbulbs for “What’s Your 80”. Please come join us. Any questions, please contact Linda K.

St John Nursery Remodel
Final Project Summary
August 2022
The Background: The subject of new blinds and carpet for the church Nursery was introduced at the June 2019
Board of Trustees Meeting. The board was told that several families had indicated a willingness to donate to this
cause. Trustees solicited input from the congregation and a committee was formed to develop and execute a
plan to give the church nursery a much needed face-lift. The committee members were Beth (Trustees
Representative & Committee Chair), Joyce Conley (MOPS mentor), Alice (Wedding coordinator liaison), Susan
(concept drawings & marketing), Phyllis (church office liaison) and young moms Allison , Olivia & Katheryn .
The Plan:

1. COMPLETE Prepare concept drawings and decide on a remodel plan
2. COMPLETE Clean out the Nursery and remove old, damaged accordion room dividers, AC unit, floor
heater – donate excess useable toys and furnishings to a local charity
3. COMPLETE Paint and patch main room & bathroom
4. COMPLETE Install new flooring main room & bathroom
5. COMPLETE Install new cabinets, a drop down table and 4 cube storage benches
6. COMPLETE Install new bathroom vanity, sink, toilet, and toilet partition wall
7. COMPLETE Install new window treatments main room &amp; bathroom
8. COMPLETE Install ceiling fan lights and AC/heating unit
9. COMPLETE Hang wall art/stencils/decorative paint
10. COMPLETE Reupholster original rocking chair, refurbish original rocking horse, provide additional
furnishings, toys, books as needed
The Budget: The project was paid for via member donations and work was completed as monies came in. The
estimated cost of the project was $20,000.00.
Funds Raised: $20,926.11
Funds Spent $18,955.01
The excess funds will be held in a Nursery fund to make any needed purchases (toys, supplies, etc.) going forward.
A HUGE THANK YOU to all who contributed to this project with their time, talent and
treasure. It is indeed true that many hands make light work! Praise the LORD!

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
1

Hannah, Chris, Danielle, Terry, Melissa

2

Jean, Dean, Vicki, Jaime, Judy

3
5
6
7
8
9

Rachael, Carol
Susan
Jonathan
Ray
Stephanie
Rebekah, John, Haston,
Craig, Terry , Leona
10 Esther, LuAnn, Norm ,
Stuart , Alexander
Delaney
Marissa , Joanie
Jaylyn, Rachel, Dan, Donna
Karen, Everett, Rochelle, Karen, Stephen
Barbara, Benjamin, Julianna, Zakary

11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Mimi, Sarah, Christina
Terry, Tim, Damyan, Doug
Fischer
Peggy
Brooklyn, Beth, Nick
Amanda, Annette, Olivia , Jordan, Lyle
Kyleigh
Elmer, Todd, Jim, Jack
Sara, Keith
Theresa, Alice, David
Alex, Blake, Cindy, Lilyana
David, Kevin
Jessica, Jeremy
John, Ron
Nadia, Maiben, Haleigh

SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
1

Brandon & Jennifer (15)

2

Kevin & Cissy (43)

3

Mike & Karen (22)

4

Keith & Judith (46)

5

Jeremy & Lana (13)

6

Dean & Karla (36)

8

Bryce & Chelsea (4)

9

John & Linda (48)

11 Terry & Robin (40)
14 Jim & Stephanie (20); Walter & Anita
(54)
15 Steve & Jan (20)

18 Rick & Rita (40); George & Karen
(46); Steve & Susie (52)
19 Bob & Joan (68); Stephen & Donna (30); Kyle &
Andrea (7)
20 Kyle & Edna (36)
21 Chris & Linda (37)
24 Mark & Diane (28)
25 Mark & Letha (41)
29 Tryston & Stephanie (10)

By faith we understand that the universe
was created by the word of God, so that
what is seen is not made out of things that
are visible. Hebrews 11:3

Sun
Church Office
359-1123

Mon

Wed

Thu
2

3

9

10

16

17

23

24

day off: Fridays

7

8

10:00 Adult Bible Class
5:15 Fellowship Board
5:30 Evangelism
6:00 Trustees,
School Board

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School
7:15 Holy Communion

7:00 Men’s Prayer
Breakfast

12

13

14

15

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class

5-8 E.A.T. Night @
Portillo’s
6:30 Finance Board

6:00 Elders

18 15th Sunday after Pentecost

19

20 Fall begins

21

22

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class

6:30 LMWL

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Council

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Lifelight,
Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

25

26

27

28

29

10:00 Adult Bible Class
6:00 Parish Ed
7:00 Youth Board

8:10 Chapel
5:45 Midweek School,
Lifelight
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

9:00 Lifelight
6:00 Lifelight,
Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion

11

14th Sunday after Pentecost

16th Sunday after Pentecost

8:00 Holy Communion
9:30 Adult Bible Class,
Sunday School
10:45 Holy Communion
1:00 New Member Class

Sat

1

6

13th Sunday after Pentecost

Fri

Pastor Caithamer’s

School Office
359-1714

4

Tue

2022

5 Labor Day
Church & School
closed

Newsletter Deadline

8:10 Chapel
8:30 LWML Zone
Fall Rally
5:45 Midweek School
6:00 Handbells
7:15 Holy Communion

6:00 Men’s Choir
6:45 Mixed Choir

30

